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mornlng in Sunday school. We were
reading the letter of Paul to the Phil-
liplans. When wc reached thc verse
*and they shall turn away thelr ears
from the truth and shall be turned into
fables,” the teacher said thls was
-egpecially true in our own timc. He
said people were turning to false doc-
trine, and before the whole class said
that Marmonism was false doctrine. I
nearly jumped from my seat, and felt
like T could let out and explain the
whole truth of our faith and tell him
that Mormonism jnsiead of being a
false doctrine ls true, and that he salid
80 because he was lignorant of the
subjeet, and spoke from what enemies
of that religton had told him. But I
kept my counsel and my seat., I will
write a note to him and request, him
to make an apology or tell the class
that he did wrong. Yet I do not like
to do i1, for he Ia a4 venerable man and
one of the head professors of  the coli-
lege. Yet hc Is hardly to blame, for
almort every eastener has tue same
‘ldea of Mormonlism, got. from books
written by men who know absolutely
nothing of the faith. My fingers itch
to write a wordy article on the mistake
they make in pasing a 100 hasty judg-
ment upon the people of Utah. Some
one, a junjor, tald me that Brigham
‘Young had ordered the Mountain
Meadow Massgacre. I called it a bare
faced "lle,”” on the spot, and told him
that no Mormen had any connection
with it whatever, and that John D.
Le¢e was not & Mormon, but sald he was
t¢ hide his guilt, It is perfectly as-
tounding how litle most of the east-
ern people know about our faith.

Examinations are rapidly approach-
Ing, but I feel prepared for them, and
have no fear of faillng in them. If I
pass them all, you need have no fear
for my future in the college, for 1t wilr
be assured. .

Merry Christmas and a8 Happy New
Year, I remain as ever.

Yours most alfectlonately,
. HOUBTON.

LYNCHING OF TNDIANS,

Little Rock, Ark., Jan. 9.—Charred
and burpned beyond all semblance of
human beings, the remains of Marcus
MceGelsey and Palmer Slmipson, two
Seminole Imdians, who a few days ago
murdered Mrs, James Leard, are stlll
resting in chains against the blackened
trunk of nn oak tree in the Seminaqle
nation. where on Friday mnight they
met thelr death in the most horrible
manner concelvahle at the hands of
an Oxlahoma mobh.

The flesh 18 burned from thelr bones
and les in greasy and ill-smelling par-
ticles in thc ashes on the ground The
fingers and hands are burned from the
frames and the ghastly skeletons, be-
reft of feet and ankles, stand on black-
ened hones on the ashes on the
ground. Every wvestige of hair and
fleech are burned from the heads, and
the clinched teeth of thc dcad men
show the great determination to. en-
dure their awful punishment In silence
wlith which the redmen died. The
Beene is a fascinating one for the curi-
ous and has been visited by many peo-
ple since ycsicrday morning.

Additional details of the horrible
work of the mob near Maud postoitice,
in the Seminole nation, last Friday
nlght, were received here today. Ac-
cording to this informatlon the mob’s
work I8 not yet finished and will only
be completed when four more Indlans
have been dealt with in the same man-
ner as McGelsey and Simpson.

The citlzens’ posse was scouring the
country for the four men when the
messenger left Maud.and it is prohable
that at least part of the guartet have
by this time paid the penalty decreed
by the maddened populace.

The érimic "which led''to the’ burnipg

of the two men was commltted on last
Thursday. Marcas McGelsey was the
owner of some property. On his land
lived a white family named Leard.
During the absence of the huzband on
Thursday McGelsey went 10 the Leard
cabin and asked for a drink of waler.
Mra. Leard was at home with her four
small children. The Indlan was glven
the water and then he ansked for a
saddle. On being refused the saddle
McGelsey grabbed the woman,who had
her baby In her arms,and dragged her
out of thc house. When the woman at-
tempted to run away the Indian seized
a Winchester and deait her a desdly
blow on the head, crushing the skull
The woman diled instantly.

The murdered woman’s hugband did
not return Thursday .evenlng and the
children were unable to remove the
body into the house, froni which it had
fallen Into the vard. The little ones
stayed up and watched thelr dead
mother's body until the bitter cold
compelled themn to reiax their vigilance
and seek shelter from the weather In
the cahin. During the night the hody
was almost devoured by hogs.

The news spread rapidly Friday
morning and the whole populace for
twenty miles around was aroused.
About twenty Indians were arrested.
The oldest child told the crowd that
McGelsey was the gullty man and a
posse of twenty determined men went
to arrest him. Simpson was at Mc-
Gelsey’s home when the posse arrived
and both were taken into custody.

A rope was procured and the prison-
ers were strung up by the necks. On
being let down and given an opportu-
nity to talk,both confessed to the crime
and named four otherg whom they de-
clared were equally gullty, It devel-
oped that the Indians decided to get
rid of certain white settlers and that
McGelgey had been hired to do the
murderous work.

Posses were at once sent ih search of’

the other four Indians and it was de-
cided to have a wholcsale lynching as
soon as they could be captured. As
night came on. however, and the other
four were not captured, the citlzens
changed their plan and determined to
dispose of McGelsey and Simpson wlth-
out further delay.

The feecling was so bitter agalnst
them that the erowd would not be sat-
igefled with the ordinary method of
lynching and it was voted to burn
them at the stake.
necordingly chained to an oak tree.
Fence rails and dry wood were then
piled high about them and In a few
minutes the Indiana were wrapped
in rearing flames, while the timbers
crackled beneath their feet.

Never a word did the Indifans uttcr
while being roasted alive. They appar-
ently saw that they were powerless to
resist and endured their lots like stolcs.

The crowd was composed of not over
thirty men and the work was done in
a quiet but thorough and determined
manner,

Posses continued the search for the
other Indians and it is very probable
that if captured they will be dealt with
in a Illke manner. The gentleman
bringing thiz information states that
there are grave fears of an outbreak
among the Indians and he
bloodshed s certn‘in to follow.

Muskogee, I. T., Jan. 9.—An alarming
state of riot prevails In the Seminole
nation, and unless immediate steps are
taken by the United States authorities
a bloody Indian uprising may resuit.
This is on account of the burning of
two Indians by whites for the outrage
of Mrs. Leard, January 1st

Late tonight Dr. C. P. Linn, chlef
physician of the Seminole natlon, tele-
graphed to both Indian Agent Wisdom
and Marshal Bennett for asgistance in
quelling the state of war that prevalls
in the nation.

He confirmed the mews of the stake-

[}

believes

The victims were'|

—

burnings and gave the names of the
sufferers—Lincoln McQGelsey and Pgj_
mer Samson, two young Semindles_
Both the Indians came from respect-
able Seminole families, and their feay._
ful death has aroused their friends ang
relatives to frenzy.

A CHRISTMAS PaRTY IN IOWaA,

Des Molnes, Iows, Dec. 28, 1897,

I left my home in Salt Lake county
Pleasant Green, on the 2nd day of June
1896, to A1l a mision in the Northern
States. I was assigned 1o labor in the
state of Iowa. I landed in Chelsie
Tama county, on the 4th day of June
and labored with Myron A. Holgate of
Glendale, Kane county, Utah, for flye
months till eur November conference
which was held on the Tth and 8th, iy’
Franklin county, under the leader-
ship of Elder Samuel G. Spencer. There
I was asslgned to go to Sioux City
my companicn belng David Rishton of
Riverton, Salt Lake county. There we
labored until the spring conference
which was held there on the 10th ang
11th of April baptizing three persons
and makilng a number of good friends,
Then I was sent to Mason City, Cerrg
Gordo county, my companion being
Conrad J. Smith of Glendale, Kane
county. There we labored till the fol.-
lowing October.

1 used to hcar of corn growing from,
elght to nine feet high in the state,
Up there I found it, two ears on a stalk,
and the people have a amile on their
faces. They have no saloons In Mason
City, and that accounts for the smlleg
the fathers and mothers wear on thejr
faces, Thewre aré a great many warm
friends of thec Mormons up there. Op
my way down te attend conference.
I spcnt one week visiting friends in
Sjoux City, and I believe the seed sown
there will bring a harvest In timec,

After conference at the Bluffs, which
was held on the 10th and 11th of Oet,
1 was sent to Des Moines with Daniej
E. Black from Morgan City, Utah, ag
companion. There are eight Elders now
in this city, located in different parts.

On Chrigtmas I was sitting in my
room, reading the good old Bible, when
I waus notifled that there was a tele.
gram for me. As I started to receive
it 2 great many thoughts ran through
my mind, for I had left a wife angd
thirteen children in the land of my
birth, and it made me a little ncrvous,
but when I opéned it I found it read,
“Sioux City, Elder Isaac Coon, 6156 E,
Maple 8t. Get 2 box at American Ex-
press office on Christmas morning andg
get all the Elders together and take
dinner with me. George W. Crock-
well.”

It changed my looks; s0 the people
told me, So my partner and I were g¢
the oiffice early in the meorning and
asked for-and received a big box. It
was heavy and we had a mile to carry
it. All the Elders were s00n at our
room. The box was opened, and we
found to our surprise a large roasted
turkey, Boston baked beans, cakes and
candy. So we were not long planning
out how to get it aill warmed up, for
we joined with the kind-hearted peo-
pie where I ninke my headquarters,
who had heen preparing for the Christ-
mas day, There was a warm and cheer-
ful fire started in the sitting-room, and
the kind people invited us to make our-
selves at home. On our table we had
nearly all the good things the sfate
of Iowa produces for the food of man.
Qur entertainment kept up till ten
o’clock. We had an organ and Elder J.
F. Thomas knew how to handle It.
We aang the songs of Zion. When the
time came to depart there was a hearty
shaking of hands with a “God bless
you all.” ISAAC COON.

P. 8.—If any of the readers of the
“News'™ have friends in Dcs Mofnes 1
would be pleased to call on them if you
will send their names. . C



