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which swwas shelled by a white force at'wou]d

Fashoda. When the hoat returned to
Khartoum it was captured by the Eng-
llsh and the report of her adventure
reached General Kitchener.

It is now presumed that the white
force at Fashnda 1s a French expedi-
tion under Major Marchand. If so, he
will be notified that his presence there
is In violation of an agreement between
the two governments and that he must|
retreat. In case his instructions are of |
such a nature that he refuses to go
baek, there seems no possibility of
avoiding & <ollislon, slnce General
Kitchener has orders to keep the Nile
open from the Delta to the great lakes,

The situation Is certalnly a critical
one. The internal commotion in France
has reached such proportions that a
war may be welcomed by the ruling
clamses. If so, a clash of arms In the
interior of Afrlea might be followed by
hostitities In the English channel. Al-
ready the sltuation Is  Interesting
enough to detract to some extent publlc
attention from theDreyfus case.It Is be-
lfeved that a confllet can be avolded,
only by France retreating in Africa and
leaving the road open to the vletorlous
British forces.

MORE TROUBLE, PERMHAPFS.

During the days 30 long and drearily
drawn out when the miniona of the
Sublime Porte were streaking the =oil
of Armenia with tralls of blood and
purping the sky with flames of burn-
ing villages, there was a sllent but an
intensely earnest watcher on thls side|
of the Atlantlc. His name was Uncle |
Sam, and while he dld not because he
cculd not jnterfere im an active way,
he went as far in that direction as the|
rules would permit. |

It was plalnly
the duty of Great Britain, which had
for many years acted the part of a|
gelf-appolnted seml-proteetor over
Turkey, to take the initiatlve and
make the closing In deallng with that
relgn of horrors, but she would not.
Turkish territory and the status of Its
government not being affegted, the
kllling and destroying went on un-
checked, the protests and entreaties
made seeming but to increase the
murders and add fuel to the flames.

It was very much the story of Cuba
repeated onily on feudal Instead of
modern soll. Armenla belonged and
belongs to Turkey even as Cuba be-
longed { but does not belong) to Spaln,
The Armenlan horrors dimipished 1n
proportion to the diminutlon of the
material to work upon and of late
have been heard from but very llttle.
The gentleman above spoken of has
brought the matter again before the
attentfon of the worid and in what
may prove to be & Very omlinous way.
During the butcheries and miacel-
janepus outrages carried on In Armenia
gome Amerlcan property was de-
stroyed. payment in full for which has
“been duly demanded but denied. Now
the United States, having a pavy in
good worklng order and nothing -alse |
of a pressing character for It to do,|
proposes to dispatch a fleet to Turkish
waters and i need ba collect the bill!
at the mouths of a few of our far-
reaching, havoc-spreadlng Amerlean

g"llt:sls |dle to conjecture how such a
proceeding would terminate. In the
absence of intervention the unspeak-
able Turk would be brought to time in
something of a hurry, perhaps without
firing a- shot, And this would not be
a cose of might triumphing over right
. either. The Turkish govemmept has
conslderable of a navy and fortifica-
tons wlithout end. and the great dis-i
tance which cur ships would have to
go and the inabllity to obtaln assist-
aANce except what was taken

'strictly permissible.

have an equalizing
tendency even if our fleet under similar
condltlons were the more powerful. Be-
sides, Turkey I3 by no means right. She
is altogether and entirely wrong, not
only by the ethical determlination of
what is wrong In- the concrete, but by
the laws of natlons., Property destroyed
by her subjects, belonging to the sub-
jeets of other nations, especlally with
her approval, 1s a charge against her-
self and on refusal to settle, force is
The fact that In
making the enforced collectinn one shot
might be fired for the money and two
or three as avengers of the awful work
in Armenia matters not In the least.
It i3 a composlte propositlon and must
be consldered as a whole In lne with
the immediate cause.

But would there be no Interference?
Germany has of late years manlifested a

growlng and susplclous regard for the
sultan’s government, one that is less
diplomatic and more unreserved than
that of Great Britain. If the reported
alllance between the two powers shalll
materialize fully and both of them
warn us away from the region of the
Dardanetles, what then? Would we,
back down and let them arrange mat-
ters for us? It won'd not be in keeplng
with what has been done by the Amer-
ican arms within the past few months,
but of course we could not fight, with
any hope of winning, three great natlons

» water, especially when one of
these §s the greatest of all and we so
far from home. The question would,!
under such clreumstances, be whether
or not the queen's government would
maintain 1ks friendship for us or ita'
egreement with Germany. If the
former, we should only have to do
what, but for the frlendship spoken of,
weé might have had to do before thls
and what it still seems we may yet
have to do In Turkish waters or some
other. It !s easy to belleve that the
United States has demollshed the naval
power of a nation whieh on the seas
ranked above Germany, and that any
kind of possible combination that left
England and France out would In the
end meet with a similar fate. It might—
undoubtedly would—result In more
fatalities and losses to us, because these
have been almost nothlng so far; but
in the end there must, to the mental
view from this wvista, be other grim
groupings of the skeletons of warships
tossed 1dly about by the waves with the
Stars and Stripes floating trilumphant-

| 1y, klssed and caressed by the forelgn

alr.

“UNCLE BaMm.”

The "News” has been asked to glve tho
origin of the mnlckname given to the
United States—"Uncle Sam.” [t ought
to be known to all by reason of the
characterization belng sc well known,
but, paradoxical as it may’ ap-
pear, this is one of the reasons, if noi
the only one. why the matter is so
little understood. Llke "Dixie,” or
“Mazon and Dixon's llne,” it !8 such a
household phrase that everybody pre-
sumes that everybody else understands
1t, and therefore but few take the trou-
ble to brush up their understanding.

Bhortly after war with England was
declared, a New Yorker named Blbert
Anderson bought a lot of provisinns at
Troy, he belng a contractor, and the
purchase being for the use of the
colonlal army. One of the Inspectors of
the provislons was a man named
Samuel Wllson, who also superintanded
the hauling of the provislons and other
detalls connected with the service. He
was Invarlably called 'TIncle Sam."” The
Packages were marked with the Initials
of the purchaser, Mr. Andersga, "E.
A.” followed Immedlately by. “U. 8.,
meantng of course United States. An
employe who d!d the marking wasg

asked one day by a fellow laborer what
the initials meant, and in a facetlous
mood he replled that they probably

meant “Ellery Anderson and Unele
Sam.” The name clung to the man, and
on the real meaning of the latter

Initials coming to light the two became
interchangeable, so that the unborn
soverelgnity was as often called by one
name us the other. The cusiom ygrew,
and Uncle Sam, without some dls-
tinguishlng term, means the United
States, though not quite In an nffiglal
sense.

DO WE NEED A LARGE ARMY?

Senator Proctor of Vermont is in
favor ¢f an Increase of the Amerlcan
army 1o about one soldier for every 1,

000 inhabltants, which would mean an
army of about 100,000 men ln times of
peace. There are others who urge thls

]as an immediate necessity,

It is polnted out that the present
situatlon demands this country to look
to jts defenses. It ls feared that Spain
may yet find a powerful ally and that
matters may so shape themselves as to
tempt that country to repudlate the
heace protocol and make an effort at
deprlving us of the fruits of the vie-
tories of the American arms. In that
case the country, it ls thought, would
be in a critical situatlon. The volun-
teer army Is Tneiting away and the
question is whether 1t would be possi-
ble to ralse another onme in a short
time.

There are grave objectlons, though,
to a poliey that contemplates the jn-
corporatlen In the government of this
country of the QldWorld militarism.Wae
hear dally about tha military evils un-
der which France now lIs suffering and
of the dangers there are of a revoly-
tion. The evlls of milltarism In Ger-
many are but poorly velled by the
glittering uniforms. No oneé can deny
the truth of the sober statements of
the note issued but the other day by the
Ruasslan emperor and setting forth the
evils of the armed peace arrangement
of Europe. These facts should not be
overlocoked by the champions of large
standing armiles. They ijndlcate that
their day ls waning. In this country
where the opportunities of making a
living are 20 much more numerous than
in Europe a large army would not ba
recruited chlefiy from the best element
and for that reason It mlght prove a
menace to the country.

GETTING ALONG S1LOWLY,

The American peace commisslon are
now well on thelr way to thelr post of
duty, where they will meet the offeial
representatives of the Spanish nation
and ' proceed to arrange a defipjta
treaty ©f peace. The Americans have
received full Instructions from the
President by which they will assuredly
be bound and direeted, although the
discretlonary power which théy are to
exerclsec 18 In no sense to be cramped,
the instructions amounting to lines of
action rather than a part of ‘the aotion
itself. It ls understood that, in addi-
tlon to the selection of an island of the

| L.adrones as provided by 'the protoeol,

permanent possesslon of the city and
bay of Manila will be insisted upon.
However, & Chleage cotemporary, the
Record, Is authority for the statement
that It 1s believed the President has {n-
gtructed his commlssioners to demand
that the entire island of Luzon be re-
llnquished to the TUnited Statez by
Spalin. The reasons for this are obvioua.
After our experiences with Spain we do
not wan: that natlon for a near neigh-
bor. The abtempt to draw an artificlal
line about Manila, leaving the elty and
bay to dur eontrol and permitting Spaln
to occupy the rest of the Island would
glve  chance for irritatlng relations



