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4.__ By an Ex-Editor,

In my Jast SATURDAY TaALk I
mentioned some of the results which

followed the olrculation of falsehoods |

concerning the condition of affairs in
Uiah in,1856-7. But those resulte ex-
tended to greater distance and for a
longer period than T there described.
In fact, (heiretlect 1a not entirely re-
moved today. There are impressions
preveiling in some quarters that at the
time of whicbh [ »pesk there was an
actual rebellion in Utah, that the court
records were then deetroyed and the
Federal judges driven out, and that
the sending of an army here was a
neceseary and timely proceedinz to
overawe the people and Eeep them
unier proper restralnt. Oceasionally
this action of the government has been
referresi to of late years to sustaln the
idea that the Mormoen people were re-
belijous and disloyal and not to be
“trusted. And yet, as I bave said, the
whole of there operations bad nothing
but fatsebood for their basie.

It seems too monsirous for belief
that in these United States any admin-
Istration could be induced, upon such

testimony as then paseod current, to:

send »n army and fit out a costly ex-
pedition to a distant territory for such
qrurpnseu ns were then avowed,

et it is indisputably true that this
was dope. There was not even an at-
tempt made to find out the true con-
dition of aflairs before giving the orders
for the military expedition tv march to
the Territory. Those who engaged in
this infamous plot did pot want any
investigation of the stories thuat had
been told. Their purposes were better
gserved hy bavlng the troops march to
Utabh than by having a qulcker, less
expensive and less sensational method
of learuing the truth,

After the troops and Governor Al-
fred Cumnaing bad reached here he
reported to tbe government that the
charges absut Lhe court records, ete.,
eto., were {alse; hut that report was not
permiited to ree the light. The rea-
sons for suppressing it were olear,
They nppealed atrongly to several
classen.

Firet, there was the Administration;
it bsd no interest In showinz the
country that the sending of the flower
of the army of the United States to
Utab was an UnDeceseary and farcical
proceeding and a useless expenditure
of the people’s money.

Beconud, there were the contractors of
all kinde who were making large profits
out ¢ furnishing and traneperting
supplies for thearmy. Thelr ivfluvvce
with men in power was potentand
far-reachlng; for they had money to
squander. They wished it to appear
that life in Utah was pot safe upless
there were Federanl socldiers here to
keep the Mormons in subjection.

Then, third, there was the pregsof
the gountry, which, by 1ts eirculation
of rensationil and untrutbral reports
concerning Utah, bad so inflamed the
public mind that the name of Ulab or
Mormon had becowme hateful to the ear
=it bad no wish to ciange Its tone und

acknowledge that it.had heen imposed
upon by liee. It saw no advantage in
taking such a course,

This being the eituantion at Waeh-
ington and in the Erst, what interest
was it to anybody but the Mormone to
have the truth known?

Millions of dollara had been expend-
ed in equipping and sending out the
Utah expeditlon!

Millicns of dJolinre was Lhe price
which the people of the United Biates
paid for believing faisehoode!

Millivns of dollars, and ot which, as
citizens, the Latter-day Baints had to
pay their sbare; but who can estimate
what this wretcbed and in :efensible
expedition cost them in audition?

Governor Cumming’s Teport after it
had heen pent to Washington elept
quietly and unnoticed, No one seemed
to have any interest in making it pub-
lie, or ino letting the public know that
millions of the public morey had been
wasted for lies. Nothing being bheard
from it for monDths, it seeme.J Deces-
sary that spme effort shoulu be made
to make publicthe facts concerning
the true condition of affaira in Utah,
with the hope that they might remove
the vioclent, "blind and unreasoning
prejudice which prevailed every where
againet the Mormope. This mission
bappened to be assigned (o e,

The leadi g editors in the Eastern
Btates I found. almost without an ex-
ception, tilled with the ldem that the
Mourmones were turbulent and rebellious,
that they were opposed tu the govern-
ment of the United Btates and bad ex-
hibited this hostility in committing the
acts of expulsion and destruction of
which they had been acoused. Buch
a delirfum of excltement had swept
over the country concerning Utah
through the sending of troops here
that it was bot ensily calmed. The
public mlod was thoroughly saturated
with misconceptlone by the lies which
had heen told,and it took time and per-
sistent labor to correct there even 1o a
limited extent.

Oune of the methods adopted by those
whose interest il was to keep up the
delusion concerning the conduct and
attitude of the Mormons, was to f{tH
the country with f{alse reports through
the Arsociated Press dispatches. In
thoee days there was only s moenthly
meil :between Utah and the KEast.
When the mail reached Fort Leaven-
worth n summary of the Dews was
made and telegraphed to  the
priocipal ypapere, These dispatches
vave [n some Instances colored, and
in other iDeta: ces [alse, statements
comerning affairs in the Territory.
It wus apparent they were doctored for
the purpuse of kesning allve the exolte-
ment and strengthening the beliet that
troops were absvlutely Decessary in
Utah to preserve peace Aand to insure
the sately of non-Mormon citizens and
their properiy. Whether the agent of
the Arsociated Press was paid tor this
work or not, did notappear. But there
muet have been sume powerful motive
to induce him to frame and girculate
lies B8 he did. Contracters and others
Jdid derive profiv {rom the preseuce of
troope in [Gtab, and, sympatbizing
wilh them, he may have done this
dirty work on their behalf from phil-
anthropic motives; but thls is hardly
ptobuble. Before this rascality couid
e atopped I found it neressary to go to
the agent of the Assuciated Press at

8t, Loule, and prove t> bim by
unguestionable evidence that occur-
rences in Utah were being garbled and
Jalslfied in the press dispatcher.
But even then nothing was left undone
to preventthe removal of Lhe troope;
and perhaps t‘hey would have re-
mained here till the present had notl
the exlpencles of the war made thejr
recall necessnry.

Allusions to the efforts made before
the war to create a robust public opin-
lon against Utab and io fsvor of hav-
ing Federnl colulers bere, recall the
many ialsehoods which have since
been told to accomplish the same end.
The country has been told many times
thaet if it were not for the presence of
troops non-Mormone would not be
permitted to live in the Territory; their
property and thelr lives wculd be in
danger, be men who made such
rtatements koew they were telling
falseboode when they published them.

They merely took advantage of
and impoeey upon the credu-
lity of the punlic. But  this

kind of falsehood hae miways been se-
lected by oppunents who wished to do
the Latter-day Baints the mest iojury,
The reason is plain. Buch a charge,
when belleved, arouse8 anDger and
sympuathy in the breast ol evVery
patriot—-anger st the thought that in
America the flag of the Union iz not
suffi -lent to proiect every citizen, and
sy mpathy for cltizens who are said to
be threatened by a borde of religious
fanatice. But untrutha of this char-
acter nre becoming etele and losing
iheir effect. There bave heen too
many vieitors to Balt Liake City of late
years for them to be believed as widely
agthey were once, BStill, these liesnre
mede to do duty ou pressing oceasions,
such for instance, as when an attempt
is made to have the Territory asmitted
a9 a state,

It weuld require considerable space
to vven mention the variety of false.
boods about the Latter-day BSaints
which gain currency attimee when it
is thought proper to deal them a blow,
But there ie one line that it fFo common
itought to be mentioned. I referto the
statemenis widely circulated that the
Latter-day Baints are Very rich and
that they use their gold to accomplish
their ende by bribery. Of course when
men give the rein to their imagina-
tion and enter upon the business of
falpification they frame the stories
which they think likely to have the
best effect; but they may overdo the
business.

It is 8 cunning trick to dircourage
friepdship and to weaken friends to
talk about bribery; for no man, even if
he is willing to accepta bribe, would
like to bave it suspected. and ceitainly
no hopest man would Wish to oocudy
& position where he could be accused of
being influenced in his acticn by fm-
proper or soriid motives. The persons
who publish such hinte 8t brlbery have
the best of remsons for knowlng they
are falee, becauze if Anyone dJesigned
t» use money in that way those who
make ihese charges would be the first
tu he approached, the purpose in doing
80 being to silence 1them. Thissccusa-
tion hwus been resorted to in the same
way aod for the same end thatthe
epithet ‘**Jack Mormon’’ bas been used
—to scare people who might be Iln-

clined to be friepdly with and not an-



