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UTAH AND STATEHOOD.

THE Chicago ZInter-Ocean has been
a very pronounced and badly informed
opponent of the people of Utah. It
has never understood the situation
here, but has heen led by the mis-
statements of local prevaricators, giv-
ing little or no heed to the facts eet
forth by ‘the other side.*”

Recently it published the views of n
gentleman from the minority who, in
very emphatic Innguage explained the
changes that have taken place in Utah
affairs and the pecessity for supporting
the movement for the establishment of
national party politice in thie Terri-
tory. The Inter-Ocean endorses these
viewa but does 80 in a hesiiating sort
of way and with a kind of tremor lest
the **Mormon3’’ are not avting In good
faith. 1f is easy tosee that, in spite of
itsa adoptiou of the idea that party
politics would be good for Utah, it is
still influenced by the falsehnods
which have sc -long impressed ita
editors, 5

The fnter.Occan sayn:

“The question in its practical bearinga
i simply this: «Shal! Utah be admitied
to atatehood?”’

That is not the gquestion just now. It
may be before many years have passed.
It must be at some time in the
not distant future. But today
it Is not in dirpute. 1t has only been
thrust forward by the opponents of the
movement for organizing the people
a3 Republicans or Democrats. It is
raised by the “Tiberal” ring, includ-
ing Federa) office-holders and their
hangers-on, who fuar the loss of their
positions. 1t is held up i terrorem
over the nation, by higots and malig-
nants who bate the ‘‘Mormon® people
with a venom that is pot surpnesed by
anytbing in the history of reiigious or
political antagonisms. N

The question today is, ehall the peo-
ple of Utah divide as Republicans and
Democrats, or shall the old intense
Mormon?* and anti-**Mormon?®’ spirit
prevail, 1o the holding together
of organlzations in which national
politice ure ignored for the perpetuation
of merely local contentions? There is no
other question of present political mo-
ment before the people here. State-

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

hood ia a comparatively -remote cor-
tingeney. It does not enter into the
immediate subject of controversy.

The {acta are that after the ‘*Mor-
mons,” by manifesto of thelr Presi-
dent which was adopted and confirmed
|In General Conference, bad formally
|declared against future polygamy,

prominent ‘“QGentiles,” both Demo-

crats and Republicane, came out in an
attitude of friendship and announced
their willingness to receive the ¢*Mor-
mones into political fellowship, be-
cause of their submission to the lawa
of the land. The ‘*“Mormons” in the
same spirit of amity stepped forward to
unitewith those gentlemen,andthe con-
sequence was the gradual but rapid
dissolution of the People’s party, as
its members went over to the Demo-
cratie or Republican organizations.

Btatehood was not broached. And
when the subject was thrusi forward by
the opponents of this movement it waa
met with the remark that there was
pothing alarming about it, but when
it shonld come 1t ought to be welcomod
rather than shunoed. Some leading
advocates of this movement went so
far as to say thatthe people were not
6nly not auxious for statehood, hut for
the present preferred the cheap form of
territorial goveruiment, or at any rate
did not intend to ask for statehood
agaln, to be snubbed as in times past.

The actual facts are as we have re-
lated. Today theliving question js one
of natjonal party interest. BShall the
people be Democrats or Republicans?
A free fleld is open to both parties.
There is nothing in the wny of either
but the old, bitter, unreasoning, un-
truthful and unrelenting anti-**Mor-
mon?* faction, which 1s opposed to any-
thing and everything that 1s likely to
be fair towards the prosperity of the
people of Utah. Its leaders and chief
advocates want (o have control of
‘every thing bere, and nre and have
been determined to fight and missrep-
resent and abuse and besmear every-
body who doves mot work to further
their ends. This s the simple truth,
that is the actual situation.

The very possibility of etatehood, no
matter how distant unless it shall put
them in Jdomination, Is worse than s
nightmare to them. Heuce their
malignant animosity, and their pre-
tended fright, and their bitter defaina-
tion of men engaged in the present
movement whom they obce covered
with fulsome pralse.

Btatehood s a probable consequence
of the divergence of the peopleof Utah
into the Democratic and Republican
alignments. Butitis pot an imme-
dinte probanility. It is not in the
present programme. Firel let thie
party question be eettled. Tbhen it wiil

l

be time to copsider the other. The
Inter-Ocean, like most of theinfluential
papers of the country, sees that Utah,
with ita population nnd resources, “in
a general way ought to be given sall the
rights of a BState* And therefore in
considering this natlonal party subject,
the guestion of which party will gain
the future SBtate suggests itself. But
really, as the Infer.Ocean admita, it
has *nothing to do with the case.”’

On the main gquestlon, the only one
now at issue, we are glad toeee that
the Inter-Ocean is sound. Referring to
the sentiments of the gentleman inter-
| viewed on this matter, it paye:

“He thinks the time has come for the
voters of Uwah to range themselves uuder
the head of one or other of the two great
parties. That is undoubtedly true, and
‘such afflliation would be a step in the
right direction. There i3 nothing to be
gained\.by perpetuating the animosities of
territorial issues. They are bitter in
proportion to their narrowness. Let the
citizens of Utah forget their acclesiaatical
likes and dislikes at the polls.’’

* This we cordially endorse. This is
what both progressive *“Mormons?’
and reasonable “Gentiles’ are working
for. All who sre opposed to it are irra-
tiona! aod mistaken in their obstrue-
tion, or they are intentionally hostile
to the material interests and political
redemption of Utnah.
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NG DISCIPLINE.

WHATEVER may be the reault of
the aohool election, one thing has
! been made clear and that ja the peeg
of better organization for work among
both Republicans and Democrats,
There has been plenty of talk but very
iittle management. The two partiea
have been engaged in making cop.
verts aud orgauizing clubs, but have
not yet comedown to that drill and roye.
tine necessary to an effective campalgn,

The disbanding of the People’s
party left the masser of the voters
without Jeaders and withoutdiscipline.
A large number of them have not yet
joined either organization. And those
who have, are not yet mo urganized
as to be ready to cope with a thorough.
Iy diselplined enemy, marshalled up-
der one unscrupulous, wily and ex-
| perlenced political boas.

The consequence is that the gity-
zene’ ticket is supported by voters
who have practically no guiding
committee and no definite regulations.
Democrats, Republicans, Indeopend-
ents, ote, whosupport the non-partisag
movement for school trustees, do so in
4 kind of go-ss-you-piease fashion.
And while the ¢“Liberal*? faction,
with ite officers and whippers-in and
all the machinery wherewith to *‘runp
the election,* is engaged ag a compact
unity to rush everything come-at-able
to the polls, the anti-‘‘Liberal’’ eje-




