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THE prevailing QUESTION

letter of george ticknor curtis
to the new york evening post which
we copy in ffullall todayto day squarely meets
the most prominent objections to the
admission of utah as a state in the
union which have been made by jour-
nals of reputation and influence in the
country one of thosethese objections is
that the promoters of thothe statehood
movement are not sincere and another
is that unless the mormon church
takes ecclesiastical action laia tie mat-
ter and renounces an obnoxious tenet
utah cannot be admitted as a state
these points mrair curtis meets frankly
and fully and turns them aside with
arguments that are irrefutable

all the presumptions are legally and
substantially against the conjecture
that the framers odtheof the utah constitu-
tion are not sincere the congress oi01
the united states which is the body
to receive or reject that instrument
cannot set up the groundless usurp

tion that the people of utah who havebaye
undertaken this work do notbot meaumean what
aney bayay such conjecture is not war-
ranted by auyany factsfacto it is not consist-
ent with the theory of law lain refer-
ence to presumptions but is in
complete opposition to it

these people are those who have not
violated any law of congress in refer-
ence to bigamy and polygamy they
bae moreover taken the oath pre-
scribed by congress concerningconcern ilig their
ffuture conduct they are the majority
of the voting citizens they have
formulated in the consti-
tution which fully meet the demandsdemand
that have been made by the press and
by the statesmen who have rationally
discussed the question and have sur-
rounded those provisions with safe-
guards that preclude all the objections
which could be urged as to their per-
manence and perpetuity what more
could they do will the new york post
or some of those eastern editors who
take similar ground to that of the post
answerans wei that simple question

it must be admitted that the ppeople
who have taken this work inia hand
have done all that any reasonable per-
son could ask but the post and other
papers say the mormon church must
renounce polygamy what has that
to ao with the action of the legal vot-
ers of utah territory the constitu-
tional convention hadbad no power over
the chuich the congress of the
united states has no right or power to
dictate terms to the church this
is not a church question and
those editors whoano attempt to
make it such simply try
to dodge the direct issue they can-
not ask more of the citizens who have
framed the constitution and stso
turn to another and different question
and assail the mormon church
which Is bot in the present contro-
versy

here are the majority ofef the reg-
istered voters of utah as citicitizenszenis of
the united states asking for their po-
litical rights and privileges andrakand mak-
ing such arrangements as ffullyally meetmeat
the publicI1ic demand that has been
made as a special condition
to statehood that is the situation
no one has the right to ask what
church they belong to and there is no
reason in surmising what any church
will or will not do in reference to the
matter congress can only in reason
on precedentprece dedi in fairness and con-
sistencysissi tency determine whether the con-
stitutionution which has been framed is re-
publican in furmform and meets the special
political requirement that i con-
ditions have seemed to demand it
cannot impose conditions upon a
church nor raise objections as to the
belief or disbelief of citizens asking
simply for politicalnoli rights and privi-
legesI1 es under the national constitution
echethe post attempting to reply to mr

curtis thus evades thetha question
his instance ofef a territory ffulltill olof

roman catholics who should not be
admitted to the union unless their
church should first by some formal act
condemn the practice of privately con-
fessingbessi sins to a priest is strangelyoutoNout of linexie rather should he suppose
a territory ffullall of romanreman catholics
who affirmed that they hadbad a divine
law commanding them to kill heretics
and who in consequenceco nse quence of belietbelief in
that law did freely murder protest-
ants

the argument of mr curtis pput
lutin the strong words and striking maman-

ner peculiar to his leglegalgal mind
and cultured style was in substance
this auricular confession is de-
nounced by protestants as immoral
and pernicious if a territory com-
posed chiefly of catholics was denied
admission into the union until con-
fessing to priests was abolished there
would be thunder in the political
sky the post sees the pertinence of
the comparison and hastens to hidebide it
by substituting something that has no
parallel with the main question
the argument of mr curtis is notlot

out of line mormon polygamy is
objected to as immoral so Is cacatholic

confession whether viewed as
doctrines or practices mr curtis
comparison of0 the two for the pur-
poses of the argument is com-
plete but there is no sim-
ilarity between polygamy and murder
one produces and promotes life the
other destroys it one invades no
natural or acquired rights the other
crushes out both one is not forbid-
den by natural or divine law the other
is condemned by both one is malum

in certain sections of human
society the other is malum in se uni-
versal and everlasting it is the rea-
soning of the post that tois altogether

out of line
the argument of the post is disla

geniousgenious ness too in assuming a condi-
tion of affairs that does not exist it
ignores the fact that the voters of utah
who are agitating theme statehood ques-
tion are law abiding citizens in every
sense of the word and reasons on
the false basis that they are
polygamists who are to be judges of
their own offences and executorsex sou tors of
the law against themselves this dis-
tortion of the facts is in itself strong
witness of the weakness of the cause
which the post is vainly attempting
to howhold up

finally the post meets the provision
that the antanti polygamy section of the
constitution shall not be amended
without the consent of congress with
the tremendous objection we do not
believe any such bargain will stand
prodigious il what the post may be
leive or assume on that point
has nothing to do with the
rights of the people nor the
duty of congress viethe people may
plueplace restrictions on themselvesvea itin

their own volition that Cocongressagress
would have no power to impose
is tinthe strength of the utah position on
that question

and there Is no bargain in the
transaction the hobt is beggingbeggi aff the
question again it takes at least two
parties to make a bargain this is
a simple provision made by the people
themselves and there is no equivalent
offered or required by way otof a ba-
rwa

bar-
gain the post elegantly calls it a

fetch we do not think the argu-
ment if such it may be called will
carry mrair curtiscurlis has given the

post moreinore tasu it can hold up under
and much more than it can cover with
its sophistical shadow

convention DOINGS AND
MORMON

WKwic notice that a number of papers in
discussing the question of ad-
mission into the union as a state
compare the action of the constitu-
tional convention on the subject of
polygamy with the missionarynuy work
now gainsgoing on in the southern states
and otner places what relarelationtiou these
totally different things have to each
other is not perceptible to the comcommonmon

I1

mind it takes the warped imagina-
tion of an anti mormon editor to
bring them into any kind of connec-

tion 4the elders of the church of jesus
christ ut jatter balms nave a
mission to perform winchwhich rescues to
every part of the world it is to
preach tua gospel of the kingdom as
ata witness to allail nations before the
end comes they expect to tillnil the
obligations of this mission no matter
what happens and they have an in-
disputabledispa table to proclaim the i ruth
as they understand it wherever people
are willing to listen to them they do
11notot propose to use compulsion in any
10formm nor will any degier of force pre-
vent baem from doing what they con-
ceive to be kneir duty

the delegates to the constitutional
convention met in a political capacity
to perperformsperformaforma political duty lorfor which
they had been selected by the citizens

religious views had nothing to
do with their woi k it does not wat-
ter

mat-
ter whether they were mormonscormonsMor mons
methodists cattolicaCatu olicaolics episcopaliansEpiscopalians
Qaakere jews or infidelsInndels Neitneitherliel
lue government nor the nation has any
right to raise questions as to their

ffaith it isi no business of the prusspress
thedie constitution they have framed
must be criticizedcriticised itif at all solely on
its merits

but it will ue said ththe convention
made provisions against bigamy and
polygamy and it will be asked do not

mormon missionaries preach polyg-
amy tae statestatementmeat is correct tae
question is based on a fallacy the
elders of this church are not abroad
in the world preaching polygamy they
are not sent for that purpose As a
matter of fact they do not attempt to
make proselytesproseprost lytes on that ground
mormonismniam in the mind of the

average newspaper man means polypolyg-
amy and vice versa this is a warkmark of
ignorance on the subject so protoprofoundpropoundund
that it seems useless to try to reach it
by fact or reason

let it bu repeated until the idea pen-
etrates the fog with winchwhich the press is
enveloped on the mormon ques-
tiontion that the people of utah who nave
this statehood movement iuia hand are
men who havehave not broken the laws in
regard to pokypolygamygamy and have all taken
the oath to obey in future tae laws
that they have kept in the past they
nold the politicalacal power the
mists are all diff the men
who framed the constitution and
those who will vote upon
it are citizens of the united
states who have the right to struggle
for their I1fullall liberties under the con-
stitutionution aad the laws which they have
observed and they are endearendeavoringring to
do so in the way theathat has been pointed
out as their only paropaik to statehood

what the elders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints are
doing abroad or in the states has noth-
ing to do with this movement it has
no relationship to it but itif any con-
nection could be made out the truth is
that the elders are not engaged in any
such wark as is alleged but are preach-
ing faith in christ repentance of evil
baptism for the remission 0of sins tthee
laying on of handsbands to impart the holy
ghost and the gathering of the saints
preparatory to the second advent of
thetae savior

and it may as well be understood
first as last that no matter what

religious changes may take
place in utah or elsewhere the warn-
ing voice of the elders of this church
will be raised until all nations have
heard it and all people have had an
opportunity of learning the glad tidings
oiof the latter day gospel revealed from
heaven anew but thetha question that
is now agitating the country conse-
quent upon the action of the constitu-
tional convention of utah has no es-
sential bearing upon that missionary
work and will not affect it one way of
another one is a political the other
a religious movement and neither will
affect the other in the least degree

those editors who have been charg-
ing the cormonsmormonsMor mons with I1 mingling re-
ligion and politics till they could not
be distinguished are involving them-
selves in their own muddle and dodoing1

1 n
that of which they have continacontinuallyai if
accused their neighbors A great
many beams will have to be taken
from thetaa deyeo of some members of thetae

press before they will be able to see
straight enough to take a square look
at the supposedaup posed motes in UKine eyes of
the mormonscormonsMor mons

THE PRANKS OF THE

tim permanent residents olof utah who
have resided here lorfor any beullengthith of
time must hebe highighlyh ly amused at ahet he
pranpranksks played by the motley crowd

thetheLiliberalsberas I1 never was a title
so grotesquely and inaptly adopted by
any organization under the sun the
object otof its members is the oppres-
sion and political destruction of the
large majority of their fellow citizens
bogus democrats and oleomargarine
republicans mingle in an attempt to
crush out democratic and repub-
lican principles and institutions
in the locality where they livedive
for no other reason than that
they are in the minority and therefore
cannot rule

every person who though part of
that minuminorityrity and desirous off a
in local management does not bow to
the dictates of liberal leaders
illiberaljumpamp into linelift at the crack of the

liberal whip and promptly hand
out cash at the liberal demand is
booted and spit upon and cursed undand
derided until coerced into abject sub-
mission or cast out for liberal 1 as-
sault under the ffearfulearful title of jack
Mor mori 11 oneffone of the chief liber-
al chartrescharees against the majority is
atiat they are united in politics and
yet anything that savors of laue
pendence in liberal janks or tends
to the slislightest division is
howled down with insensate lury and
the most virulent abuse is heaped upon
those who suggest anything counter to
the plans of the dominant members if
workmen refrefuse to pay up the half a
dollar monthly tax imposed by the
liberal league schemes are de-

vised to prevent their employment and
deprive them and their families of
daily bread it isia a very liberal
organization indeed

some time voago a coaxing call was
issued to the coring men ofof utah to
come out from the majority andana be in
dependent form a party of their own
and assert their manhood this
took effect in a small degree I1 and
sonaesome persons calling theyoung democracy foolishly im-
agined that the liberal inducement
meant what it said they have found
out to their chagrin I1 hat it really
meant repudiation of the advice of the
peoplesples party and the decisions of its
majorities for the grinding tyranny
and absolute dominion of professed
liberal leadersandsund the compulsory

endorsement by democrats of the ut-
teranceste of a radical republican organ
they dropped the suosubstancestance of liberty
and bit at the shadow with the natu-
ral result rhey are now out and in-
jured and disgusted bothbothi with their
pretended deliverers and their own
fatuity

young men of mormon parentage
who werewre deluded by the invitations of
this bogus liberal concern and
who expected that encouragement and
preferment which were held out as
baits for their deception have learned
to their sorrow that they have been
caught like hudgeonsgudgeonsgudgad geons upon liberal
hooks and their defection ffromrom the
stream of the principles of their fath-
ers has been taken advantage of to
abuse and deride toem young
utah so often appealed to by these
liberal cunning and cruel anglers

and beti ayers ought to jump at their
baits and be blind to their snares
should they notdot

of course this liberal cabal is
opposed to adthission into the
union as a state political freedom is
thelastthe last thing that they would ap-
prove their idea of liberty isip the
completecompletd enslavement of the majority
by the minority because they are the
minority it utah could go into the
union with their control of the affairs
of state with their hands ready to dip
into the treasury with their henhenchmenchuden
to occupy the offices no territory
would have such powerful claims on
thetb congress for favorable considera-
tion but now statehood under the
terms proposed would signify the rule
of the majority which would beba thedethe de
featon their kind of liberalism 11

what the state would be underunder their
control was foreshadowedforeshadowerfore shadowed by the fate
of tooelethoele county which once was unan
fortunate enough to succumb to their
dominion plunder and corruption
rode rampant over the people and
fraud permeated the local government
the county scrip which was at par
when the liberals gained possession
was refrefusedused at fifteen centcs utsonson yiethe dol-
lar when they were ousted by a deter-
mined and united popular uprisingone taste of k liberal medicine is
caution enough for toethe whole territ-ory for a lifetime only by chicachicaneryry
and fraud was tooelethoele captured only
by similar I1 liberal methods can utah
oebe overthrowsoverthrown they know that but
thank heaven so do the people

for years these Liberliberalsalel have in-
vited the monogamous portion of the

mormon people to take a stand
similar to that which has been taken
by the constitutional conventionnow they are vehemently opposed to
it why because their
was a sham and a predencepretencepretence and their
cry against polygamy was a mockery
lt was their great hobby without it
they would have nothing upon which
to predicate their howlings for place
and power let it once be seen and

that the mormonscormonsMor mons are not

what they have been represent-
ed to be let the majority
of the citizens who lavehave
never violated the law gain the
ca rights to which they are entitled
and theane occupation otof their dedeffameraamers
will be gone

Libeliberal opposition to statehood
means a last desperate grasp at rule
for the minority and a vicious spurt to
prevent rule by the majority it itis to
be conducted abroad on the liberal
aactinsCti CS ot01 falsehood and vituperation
by press audand telegraph and hirelings
at the seat ot governgovernmentmeat at
home all are to
be ordered not to vote lorfor
or against the constitution every
democrat who claims the ligat to10 act
like a democrat audand every republi-
can who wants to stand as a republi-
can is to be whipped into line or
blackguardedblack guarded out of the ranks ilehe
must be a liberal wittiwith the mostmoat
ultra illiberal motives designs and
deeds or he isid to be treated as a9
traitor and an outcast

the effect of thisthia will be we have
no doubt that many who would have
voted the so called liberal ticket
will refrain from doing so because
of liberal 1 I tyranny and abuse
and if they do not vote iforfor the peo-
ples candidates will at least support
the constitution as a meansameant for ob-
taining that political liberty for
citizens which they ought of right to
enjoy and which it is the aim of these
coercive vindictive false and tyran-
nical liberals if possibleio prevent
at anyad rate the masses of the voters
Wwill1 seeee what they outfitaugut to do by
aelearningr what these preciousarc cious aliblib-
erals jarere sose terribly abrald of lib-
eral hostility should be a sign to the
people

A BRIGHT MORNING LUMI-
NARY

max people stof the junction city are to
be congratulated upon the publication
in their interests of aa live vigorous
and well conducted morning news-
paper the ogdan1n herald has for some
time past exhibited considerable talen
in its editorialedit prial columns and genera
make up and now that it has wagged
up to I1 I1 the top ol01othethe morning I1 it is
still further improvedimpi oved in its appear-
ance and contents the forcible and

articles which have lately
appealed in its columns and which
lose none of their brightness by com-
ing out in the morning instead of the
evening it appears are from the pen otof
frank J cannon whose name now
appears as editor

very wisely and consistently thetae
ogden steraldaid devotesdevotee its main strength
and ability to matters otof local inter-
est giving them the precedence while
not neglecting generalcentral news we
notice tuat tae business men oiof the
city of all classes areaie availing them-
selves of the opportunities afforded
them of advertising their claims to
public patronage thus BUsustainingStaining a
journalonreal which can do baem incalcula-
ble good while they place themselves
before the public in the best possible
manner they1 hey are wise in their geilergener-
ation it is sound commercial policy
to build up and encourage home jour-
nal iam

we wish our ogden contemporary
increased usefulness and prosperity
if the people of weber county do not
ffullyally sustain a paper devoted to their
interests which shows so much talent
and enterprise they will not exhibit a
very high regard lorjor their own wel-
fare or appreciation of native talent
and energy

success to you friend herald and
as you are of necessity theitie advocate of
the material interests of all sections otof
the community where your light chief-
ly shines may they all unite in mutual
forbearance of minor differences to
supply the oil which is necessary to
your permanent and increasing il11

lumiBationRation I1

disgraceful DOINGS

BECAUSE the united states obtained
its common law its criminal proced-
ure and its parliamentary tactics from
england it can scarcely be said that it
borrowed one feature of legis-
lative conduct from the mother
country the practice of resorting to
blackguardism and the most lo10low
lived behavior over personal disputes
in public positions the upper
branchbraach of the legislative department
of almost any nation is measurably
free from such exhibitions they find-
ing favor amonsamong those who are nearest
the people and fresfreshestbest from them so
that the british fouselouse of lords and
our senate are nearly always
pretty respectable bodies bbutut
therne house of commons at times seemsseems
desirous of throwingjananarchist pic-
nic very much in the shade in our
house of representatives there are
occasionally personal tilts and debates
more or less flavored with acrimonyimony
but there is a line beyond which thethesee
are not permitted to be carried and
when that is crossed the offender is
hustledbustled back to where he belongs ac-
companiedcompa nied by a very sharp rebuke
fronfrom the chair sometimes a formal
censure when it is too agaggravatedgrava ted and
this endsands it but the Common swell
such things as have been said and such


