RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Bun-
duy, April 18th, 1890, commencing
at 2 p, m., Counselor Charles W.
P’enrose presiding.

The choir and congregation sang
thé hymn commencing:

Redeemer of Israel, our only delight,

OUn whom tor u blessiog we call,

Prayer by Elder John Morgan,

The choir sang;

How dark and gloomy wus the night

When satan did his powers array.

The Priesthood of the Beventeenth
Ward officiated in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

ELDER WILLIAM SPRY

was called to address the congrega-
tion. He said it was a pleasure to
him to again have the privilege of
meeting with the Saints. It is the
desire of my heart that the Spirit of
the Lord will rest upon me, for L
kuow that I cannot apeak to your
edification unless [ am guided by
that Spirit. T realize that that Spirit
is in the midst of tlie Baints, and T
rejoice in meeting with you—a priv-
ilege [ duo not have very often, for
my calling takes me from among
you. Bul I kuow I receivestrength
frogn assembling wikth the Saints.

e are often denominated a
peculiar people. We are willing to
adwmit that we are different from the
worll generally in our religious
faith——we beheve the words of the
Isord ¥esua that if we lve Him we
will keep His commandments. We
are willing to prove to the world
that we love Him, by keeping, su
far as we have strength, the laws
he lLias revealed. We understand
there is a straight and narrow path
in which we should w&alk for rigit-
eousness; but we also understand
that God gives us strength to walk
therein. My associations with the
world have taught e that they do
not view the Gospal as we do, and
they speak all manmer of evil
against us falsely. Jesus said ¢Ii
ye were of the world, the world
would love his own, but inasmuch
ag ye are mnot of the world, the
world bhate you.””> The Saints
are scorned by those who hold 1n
derision the commandments of the
Liord Jesus. The Latter-day Saints
helieve the word of God, and are
wllling to abide by the results of
obedience to it. They believe that
communication should exist be-
tween heaven and earth, through
certain channels.” The fact that this
communication is not believed in by
tne world generally, does not shake
the faith of the Baints, for they
know whence they received their
testimony of the truth. The time
will come when the Baints will be
known for what they are—a people
who endeavor to serve God, and are
being made tc suffer for rigliteous-
ness® sake.

The Almighty has promised that
there will be a change from the
ptresent cotdition, and the Baints
have an_implicit confidence in His
word. There may be some princi-
ples whicli we believe in that the
world reject. But our belief
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is in the principlea set forth
in the Bible— the book wupon
which professed Christian denomi-
nations base their faith. We also
bhelieve in revelation, and in the
word of God contained in other rec-
ords than the Bible. We undeistand
that the Gospel is to the world; that
it is for every mnation, kindred,
tengue and people. We hold no
monopoly on the blessings of the
Lord, but they are free to all who
will obey, His will. We have been
made partakers of heavenly gifts,
and are willing that all othersshonld
partake of the same. Therefore we
are extending the Gospel to them, in
harmony with the saying of the
Lord, “Frecly ye have received,
freely give.>’ The Gospel is to every
one who will aceept of it. The Lord
is no respecter of persons, and offers
the plan of salvation to all people,
To every person i8 given his free
agency, to chovse the path he will
pursue. It is left with men to say
whether they will follow the _[Pat.hs
of righteousness or not. here
is uo compulgon in the Gospel of
Christ. 1 must alone take the re-
sponsibility of my own actions.
Every one will be rewarded ac-
cording to hix merits. We respect
the world in their rights, and we
only ask that our rights be respected
by them. They ean acceptor reject
the Goapel, as they see fit] but they
should not forget that the Elders
who proclafm the word of God to
them have been sent out by author-
ity of the Lord of the earth, and
those who reject their testimony
will have to meet it at the judgment
bar of God.

The Elders are warning the
world to repent, and to turn unto
God; they are warning mankind of
impending judgments. They are
held respounsible for the faithful
discharge of their duty,and if they

perform  their  labor  properly,
their garmemnts are free from
the blood of this geoeration.

Thereseems to be few who accept
the Gospel now, compared _with
the experience of forty or Rfty years
ago. Then many heard the word
and glaily received it, and have
partaken of its blessings. Now,
there are but few among the nations
who will give heed to the plan of
salvation, yet there isa great labor
to perform iu warning mankind of
that which is to come. The Elders
are sometimes called to suffer great
indignities, but their testimony does
not waver. They know they are
engaged in a labor of love, in obedi-
ence to the eall of the Divine Mas-
ter. They know that His promises
to those who tollow Him are ful-
filled. 0

The Gospel plan is that divine
favors follows conformity to the law
of God. [f the law is not nbserved,
the blessing is not received, Upon
this prineipie the El:iers promise
that those who do the will of the
Liord will kmow of the divinity of
the message, aud in no instance
does this promise fail wher the cun-
ditions are complied witn. This
knowliedge has been given to

Latter-day Saints, aud
they bear witnees to it
1 bear my testimony, given to
me by the gpiritofGod, that this is
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His work, and will triumph. The
Gospel has been restored, never to
be taken away. It will stand though
the powers of earth and bell com-
bine against it. It ie the truth from
heaven, and will be eatablished.
This [ know,and thistestimony can
be obtained by all who do the will ot
the Father, May His blessing rest
upon us that we may keep His com-
mandments and receive a salvation
in His presence.

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON

next addreseed the congregatiou,
He stated that the testimony of
Elder 8yry was true: [ know that
this Gospel is the truth, and will
bring salvation to all who live
according to the light contained
therein. [ also know that it will
conderan those who reject it. Not -
that it will consign people Lo eternal
perdition; bnt they will meet the
reward oftheir deeds, and according
to the light which has been shed on
them, will they be judged. It will
not condemn those who are ignor-
ant. The heathen will not be
judged by the law until they have
heard it. Bujfythe time will come
when all peoM@®will hear the testi-
mony of the Gospel, that they may
he judged according to the same.
The Lord will work many wonder-
ful things in this age in connection
with the testimony of the Elders.
Today the door isclosed in many
nations, but the day will come when
the way will be oeened. We lovk
for a time when Christ will reign
over all nmations. We alone are not
tlie subjects of His care. He is
overruling the actions of men to
bring to pass His great designs. He
is working among the nations,
by bringing about great
changes. In North America,
for instan.e, recently, the
great empire of Brazil was changed
to a republic. This was brought
about in a day. and withéut blood-
shed. In FEurepe, also, there are
strange workings for the emancipa-
tion of mankind. The Lord iz not
Eleased with His children being in
vondage one to another.

In this land He has vstablished
the greatest and best government of
human framing. And these same
divine principles are causing
thrones Lo totter. This is the work
of God, wlo is preparing the way in
the earth for men to accept and
practice the principles of righteous-
ness. It would seem that it would
take a long time to change long-
egtablished governments in Europe;
but nothing is impossible to God,
and He may bring such events
about in a Jday, as He did in Brazil.
The higtory of ancient nations gives
usexamples of His great power.
Belshazzar ridieuled the great God,
a1 d thought he could not be over-
thrown. But in the midst
of his revelry came the
handwriting on the wall, and in vne
night his power had vanished. In
this age the Lord will bring judg-
ment to those who reject Him. e
will convince the natious that He
rules the universe. He does not de-
sire the destruction of Hischildren,
but is calling them to partake freely
of the bread of life. But cities and
nations are few in number who turn



