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In fact, internecine strife exista to
a marked extent in all the states of
the proposed federation. When the
forces of Ban Salvador were eover-
ing themselves with glory indriving
the Guatemalans back, the Salva-
dornn general wus compelled to
hasten to the capital with =a
force to prevent jt from being
sacked by an army of 1ndians under
Rivas. The Intter hnd been ban-
ished under the Mependez adminis-
tration, but on the accession to pow-
er of the Ezetas, he proflered to
raise and lend an army of [ndians
against Quateroals. President Eze-
ta nccepted the effer, and Rivas or
ganized an army of 6000 [ndinns,
described as being of a fierce and
warlike nature. But instead of us-
ing this army agnainst Guatemala,
Rivas turned traitor and attempted
to capture the eapitai while General
Ezeta was occupied iu following up
his retreating foe. The promptness
and snpccess. with which Rivag?
treachery was suppressed.and pun-
ished added greatly to the glory of
(Genern]l Ezeta and the prestige of
his brother’s administration. Rivas
was shot and his Indians disarmed.
One report says that Fivas was
kilied in° battle and  anoth-
er that he was executed. [t
is asserted that papers were re-
covered from him proving thst
Presldent Bogran of Honduras was
in league with him, and intended
to aid him in the effort to overthrow
the Ezcetan administration. This
report renders uncertain the attitude
of Honduras.

Guatemanla has bheen weakened
very much ever since the war be.
gan, by internal divisions. Qpen
revolts against the Barrillas govern-
ment have occurred repeatedly, in
different locnlities, and treachery
was developed in his cabinet in the
person of oneof his ministers named
Bobrel. Tnere have been repoits of
his full and fight, but these were
untrus,

One dispnteh stated that Barrillna
was conscripting all mmnles who
could bear arms, and it is likely
that he resorted to desperate meas.
ures of defense agnirst the victorl-
ous Salvadorans. Eurly this
month, to add to the horrors of war,
smalipox broke out in the Guate-
malan army, and ifs victims were
reported to be very pumercus

- Singe abeut the Arst of this month,
represeta’ives of foreign govern.
ments have been conferring to-
gether at the city of Guatemala, en-
deavoring to formulate a bagis upon
which peace could be established,
There have been no important bat-

tles fought sincethis proceediug was
bégun, and there seems o be a feel-
ing of hope and expectancy that
foreign diplomats will be successful
in negotiating a peace. Each army
is, however, engaged in betteriug
its orgnnization and recruiting its
strength, and should pesce negotia-
tions fajl the war will likely he car.
ried to desperate extremities.

Of the actual enuse of the war ae-
counts differ, and it is likely there
was more than ope. [t is said that
gince 1685 8an Balvador han paid to
Guatemala an annual tribute of
$50,000, and that, on the refusal of
President Ezeta pay this sum,
Barrillas  innugurated coeriive
measures. Kzeta ulse charges
Quatemala with having, in an arro-
gant aud uvnwarranted manper, as
sumed the right to interfere i the
interual affuirs of San Salvador for
the purpose of regulating them, and
détermining in whose hands tbe
government should vest, and- he
¢lnims the right to reeent and resist
such interference.

[e hehall of Barrillas it is
claimed, however, that he sought
only to malnthin a confedceration
which had been entered 1nto with
due sclemnity by all the Central
Amerjcan states, and there is reason
to helieve that he sought to enact
the role nf 8 Bismarck in effecting a
upion of states. But it is evident
that the five republics of Central
A merjeca are not yet in a eoudition
to unite in a strong confederation.
They are too thoroughly honey-
combed with the elements of strife
and division to admit of such a cou-
summation in the near future.
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PURE POLITICS.

ALLeN (. THURMAN is ap bon-
ored name in the history of Amer
ican politica. His views are of value
whether they be read by Democrats
ot Republicans. He has been giv-
Ing some -of his jdeas on simple
politica) matters to a club of (olum-
bus, Ohio, whieh is calied by his
celebrated name. Wée append here
an extract or two, not hecause any
new pringiple 18 eonveyed therein,
but Le-nuse the ide.s are goud and
expresged in a foreible mannper
which every reader édan understand.
He says: '

“By the ballot is meant the manner
by which pedple are supposed to ex-
press theiv sovereign will; or, in other
words, the iallot is a medium by
which 1hey delegat: their sovereign

ower to others: for it must always

¢ remembered that while, theoreti-
cally, nnder our form of governmient,

the people. govern, yet, in reality,
they do ‘not, for this soverelgnty or
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power possessed by them - can only
be exereised by them at cerlain times;
that is, when it has reverted to them
‘frem Lhose to whom it bad been dele-
gated by them. The people, then, do
not, in reality, govern, but zre sepa-
rate and distinet from the govern-
ment. Therefore, it follows that, »s
the people are, in truth, only sover-
eigns 1npon days of elections, any
surrounding conditions or manner of
conducting elections that interferas,
either directly or indirecily, with their
being able freely and absolutely to
exercise this sovereignty, cannot help
but deprive the peoile of the power
which belongs to themsslves, at this
the only time when they can exergise
it, and indirectly transfer it to some
other power.

“This, then, brings us to the ques-
tion, Why do the people exercise this
powar, or tight of suffrage? To which
the answer evidently is:  For the pur-
pose of saying who shall administer
their affairs; that is, who shall hold
their offices. Now, at present, do the
people say who shall administer their
affuira? Theoretically they dv, in truth
they do vol; and untii this be true in
fact as well ns theory—until you ean
providea way by which the people
cah absolutely say who shatl admin-
ister their affairs, and not be com-
pelled, as they are iuow,simply to
ratify the actions of men who are
principally interested in fleecing them.
Deither Lallot nor mubieipal reform,
a8 they are popularly understood, will
amount to anylhing other than that
Lhey are steps in the right direction. ™

In regard to the plnce where gov-

ernment b_y the people should be-
gin, he remarks:

‘“Ilere, then, is the place to begin,
Throw overy practical safeguard that
can be conceived of around these
primary elections. Make them so
t 8 poople themselves can, if they
wish to, say who shall be the candi-
dates for the different offices. Make
them o that it will be an impoasi-
bility for any ring of politicians to
select candidates far in advalce, and
then, by manipulation of one kind or
angther, make it impossible for the
people to vote for any other with the
hope of success.

“Now, Lo bring this Abont the Arst
thing thatis necessary to be done —ig
can not be dooe withont it—is not
only to improve the manner of cast-
ing out ballots, but also to provide
bow the candidates, to be voted-for at
the l]))rimary elections, shall be named,
Bothk of these features eould be incor-
porated into one luw,’and the Aua-
iralinn system should be the type fol-
lowed, Inaddilion e the machinery
to be used upob the day of election,
evory one should be required to regis-
ter before being allowed to vote at a
primary. Primary elections of all
political patties should be held on the
same day and at the same polling
places. The polls should be kept
open all day, and that day should Ee
made & legal holiday. "A precinet
should nét contain over two hundred
voters."

There may be wide differences in
opinions ad to the holding of prima-

| ries ali op the same day, avd as to

other minor matters connected with
elections. But it is certain that
some other methods than those in
vogue should bv wdopted, to bring
about the reforms which all thiok-
ing people 8ee fre Decessnry, iD or-
der to tuke away the control of af-



