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In the winter of 1849 50, the In-
dinns were very troublesome in the
neighhorhood of Provo, making fre-
quent raids, killing and stealing
eattle and also killing and wounding
some of the people. Brother At-
wood wae selected to go with an ex-
pedition to put a stop to this mar-
rauding business, and wzs absent
nineteen days. A battle was fought
on the ground on which Provo now
stands, there being brisk firing on

hoth grides. One of the brethren
was kil]edl and quite n
number seriously wounded.

Brother Atwood escaped without
injury, and when he returned to
this city broughtin a wagon load of
Indian prisoners.

In the winter of 1850 all Brother
Atwood’s father’a house nrrived in
the valley from the Hast.

On the 9th of March, 1851, he was
set apart to be » member of the pre-
slding council of the Bixth Quorum
of Beventies, by President Joseph
Young.

On the i6th of SBeptember, 1852,
he started on a mission to Great
Britain. He landed in Liverpool
onthe 6th of January, 1853. He
firat labored in Bcotland, then as
President of Carlisie Conferencé,
then of Bradford Conference,
and swbsequently as paster of the
aistrict comprising the Wiltshire,
Somersetshire and Lands End Con-
ferences. He performed a good
work, but limited space will not ad-
mit of detailed desecription of his
labiors.

Being releared to return home he
get sail from Liverpool on May 4th,
1856, and reached the Iowa eamp-
ing ground on June 27th. He
started  across the plains with a
handeart company on July i5th,
passed through all the hardships in-
cidental to a journey of tha' des-
cription and arrived at home Nov,
9th. :

He joined in the move south, in
1858, returning to the city in July
i6th of that year.

He was ordained a High Priest
May 9th, 1878, aud was set apart as
8 member of the High Council by
President Daniel H. Wells. He
acted in that office and calling until
December 25th, 1881, when he was
ordained a Bighop and set apart to
preside in that capacity in the
Thirteenth Ward, by President

Joseph F. Bmith. From 1877 until

kis ordinatlon to the Bishopric he

also aeted iu the capaeity of Home

Missionary in this Stake of Zion.
The funeral servicedwns held at the

Thirteeath Wurd Assembly Rooms

23{. ItO:SO &, m. on Suuday, December
st.

?HE DESERET WIREKILY.

THE INDIAN QUESTION. |
THE circumstances con nectedl
with the tragic end of Bitting Bull
will awaken a sad interest, and per-
haps some indignation, in the
minde of all humane people who be-
come familiar with them. In con-
sidering the subject, the naked facta |
of the affair should be scanned.
Every Christinnm should take into
account the cause of the ipitial at-
tack upon the old chief. Bo far as
can be Jearned it was simply this:
The noted red man helieved im-
plicitly that that same Christ who
was crucified at Jerusalem: nearly
nineteen hundred years ago was
about to become the deliverer of the
Ludians, and restore them to the
ownerghip of the lands in this coun-
try. In the attainment of this ob
jeet this same Christ was, at
no distant day, to destroy the white
people. Apgsoeciated with this belief
there exinted a species of peculiar
ceremony, in which daocing was
the chief feature. While engaged
in this rite some of the participants
would fall into trances, on recover-
ing from which they would tell of
having seen the Messiabh and num-
hers of their friends who had been
dead for a long time. Connected
with the Messianic beilef, it Is also
held, by those who accept it, that
the dead Indians are sszon to be
raised to life and, with those in the
flesh, enjoy peace and plenty on the
lands restered to them. Al this
reems to be nothing more than the
crude idens of a savage neople of the
Christinn Messiah, the doctrine of
the resurrection from the dead, and
the millennial reign spoken of by all
the prophets.

It has nowhere appeared that the
Indiana were to undertake the per-
sonal labor of swstablishing them
selves in possession of the lands.
The new belief inculcates the iden
that the Meseinh was to attend to all
that business himself. It loeks very
much as if a good many white
people had an idea that there was
something in what is popularly
cajled the “Messinh craze.” Elge
why eshould there be so much
anxiety to erush it?

Thequestion of the Lonesty of the
Indiane in entertaining the Mea-
sianic beliel 1s one worthy of con-
sideration. Sitting Bull gave evi-
dence of the genuine character

of his cenfiderce in it, This
was indicated by his propo-
sition  to Agent McLaughlin

who vigited the chief at hie camp
and stayed there over night without

any idea of m_qlegtn,tiqq of his per-

gon existing. Bitting Bull madea
proposition, which §s, in the. dis-
patches, heing scouted as a wild and
wily scheme. In a nutshell, it was
this: That the agent and the old
chief should make a tour of the
tribes from ona to another, and in-
vestigate the Messinh doctrine, until
they reached those with whom it
originated, [f the latter failed to
produce the tangible proofs of the
correctness of their statements, then
SBitting Bull would throw up his
views and cense the dances. This
proposal was as straight as any-
thing could be. Tt was found-
ed on reason, indieating that the
man who made it was open
to conviction on the basis of evi-
dence. If there had beena genu-
ine desire to pettle the question
peaceably on the part of those to
whom it was made, we see Do veu-
son why the ccurse pointed oul by
it should not have been pursued.
Instead of taking this sensible
method, and thus bringing the logic

of facts to bear upon the chief, it
was evidently decided to take a

more direet and a decidedly har-
barous mode of disposing of
Bitting Bull. A posse of Indian
poliée, dispatehed to his camp for
the purpose, pounced upon and
arrest~d him. If this action was
not taken in order to precipitate a

conflict and a consummaie- a
tragedy In which Sitting Bull,
should Dbe one eof the vic-
tims, it s dJifficult to imagine a
modus ‘operandi that would have
more effectunlly attained that objeet.
Of eours s the cavalry were close by,
80 that when the police were getting
the worst of the tight involved {n
the attempted rescue led by the son
of the chief-—a child of twelve
yems of uge—they could step in and
do up the job by putting in the fin-
ishing touches of the tragedy.

It appears that, through the me-
dium of the telezraph, the Indians
belonging to Bitting BulPs band are
guilty of another grave offense—
“‘they have nbandoned their fam-
iljes and are mnow heading for
the Bad L=ands.”” This, in the
light ‘of a statement which fol-
lows, to the effect that ‘‘the
goldiers are in hot pursuit,” reads
like a grim and senseless joke. The
situation makes the fact appear that
the poor savages were escaping to
save their lives. It seemed to bea
ochoice as to whether they should
abandon their mmilies and go to the
bad lands, er remain and abandon
their familles by being summarily
sent to the spirit world. By going to
the bad lands they had,at any rate, a



