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8 THE DESERETfco

in the winter of 1849 50 the in-
diana were very troublesome in the
neighborhood of provo making fre-
quent raids killing and stealing
cattle andalloand also killinkillinggandand wounding
some of the people brother at-
wood was selected to go with an ex-
peditiontion to put a stop to this mar

business and was absent
nineteen days A battle was fought
on the ground on which provo now
standsstandi there being brisk firingbring on
both sides one of the brethren
was killed and quite a
number seriously wounded

brother atwood escaped without
injury and when hebe returned to
this city brought in a wagon load of
indian prisoners

in the winter ofnf 1850 all brother
atwoods fathersfather house arrived in
the valley from the east

bajue ath of march 1851 he was
set apart to be a member of the pro-
dding

pre-
siding colincouncilcil of the sixth quorum
of seventies by president joseph
young

on the of september 1852
he started on a mission to gresgreatt
britain he landed in liverpool
on the ath of january 1853 heae
first labored in scotland then soas
president of carlisle conference
then of bradford conference
and subsequently as paster of the
district comprising the wiltshire
Somerset shire and lands end con-
ferencesferen ces he performed a good
work but limited space will riotnot ad-
mit of detailed description of his
labors

being released to return home he
setnot sail from liverpool on may ath
1856 and reached the iowa camp-
ing ground on june he
started across the plains with a
bandhandcartcart company on july
passed through all the hardships in-
cidentalci to a journey of thaabai des-
criptioncription and arrived at home nov
ath

he joined in the move south in
ISM1868 returning to the city in july

of that year
helashe was ordained a high priest

may ath 18781873 and was set apart wa
a member of the high council by
president daniel HR wells he
acted in that office and calling until
december 1881 when he was
ordained a bishop and set apart to
presidejide in that capacity in the
thirteenth ward by president
joseph F smith from 1877 guptil
his ordination to the bishopric he
also acted in the capacity of home
missionary luin this bake of vola
the funeral etwas held at the

thirteenth ward assemblyAssem bv roomsbooms
at 10301080 a4 va 0onu ratisundayaday december

THE INDIAN QUESTION

TUBTHE circumstances connected
with the tragic end of sitting bull
will awaken a sad interest and per-
haps some indignation in the
minds of all humane people who be-

come familiar with them in con-
sideringsi the subject the naked facts
of the affair should be scanned
every christian should take into
account the cause of the initial at-
tack upon the old chief so far as
can be learned it was simply this
the noted red man believed im-
plicitly that that same christ who
waswag crucified at Jerusaljerusalemerh nearly
nineteen hundred years ago was
about to become the deliverer of the
indiansindiana and restore them to the
ownership of the lands in this coun-
try in the attainment of this ob
eject thisthin same christ was at
no distant day to destroy the white
people associated with this belief
there existed a species of peculiar
ceremony in which dancing was
the chief feature while engaged
in this rite some of the participants
would fall into trtrancesauces on recover-
ing from which they would tell of
having seen the messiah and num
bers of their friends who had been
dead for a long time connected
with the messianic belief it is also
held by those who accept it that
the dead indiansindiana are soonacon to be
raised to life and with those in the
flesh enjoy peace and plenty on the
lands restored to them all this
seemsreems to be nothing more than the
crude ideas of a savage people of the
christian messiah the doctrine of
the resurrection from the dead and
the millennial reign spoken of by all
the prophets

it has nowhere appeared that the
indians were to undertake the per-
sonal labor of establishing them
selves toin possession of the lands
the new belief inculcates the idea
that the messiah was to attend to all
that business himself it looks very
much as if a good many white
people had an idea that there was
something in what is popularly
called the messiah craze else
why should there be so much
anxiety to crush itita

the question of the honesty of the
indiansindiana in entertaining the mes-
sianic belief is one worthy of con-
sideration sitting bull gave evi-
dence of the genuine character
of his confide ce in it this
was indicated by his propo-
sition to agent mclaughlinblin
who visited the chief at his camp
and stayed there over night without
any idea of molestation of bs per
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son existing sitting bull made a
proposition which is in the die
patches being scouted as a wild and
wily scheme in a nutshell it was
this that the agent and the old
chief should make a tour of the
tribes from one to another and in-
vestigatevesti gate the messiah doctrine until
they reached those with whom it
originated if the latter failed to
produce the tangible proofs of the
correctcorrectnessnew of their statements then
sitting bull would throw up his
views and cease the dances this
proposal was as straight as any-
thing could be it was found-
ed on reason indicating that the
man who made it was open
to conviction on the basis of evi-
dence if there hadbad been a genu-
ine desire to settle the question
peaceably on the part of those to
whom it was made we seeam no rea-
son why the course pointed out by
it should not have been pursued

instead of taking this sensible
method and thus bringing the logic
of facts to bear upon the chief it
was evidently decided to take a
more direct and a decidedly bar
barous mode of disposing of
sitting bull A posse ofofInindiandlan
police dispatched to his camp for
the purpose pounced upon aandnd
arrearrested him if this action was
not taken in order to precipitate a

conflict and a consummate a
tragedy itin which sitting bull
should be one of the vic-
tims it isa difficult to imagine a
modus operand that would have
more effectually attained that object
of cours t the cavalry were close by
so that when the police were getting
the worst of the tightfight involved in
the attempted rescue led by the ionion
of the chief a child of twelve
deaiscesia of age they could step in aandnd
do up the job by putting in the fin-
ishing touches of the tragedy

it appears that through the me
datum of the telegraph the indiansindiana
belonging to sitting bullbullss band arean
guilty of another grave offense
they have abandoned their fam-

ilies and are now headingbeading for
the bad lands this in the
light of a statement which fol-

lows to the effect that the
soldiers are in hot pursuit reads
like a grim and senseless joke the
situation makes the fact appear that
the poor savages were escaping to
save their lives it seemed to be a
choice as to whether they shouldhould
abandon their families and go to the
bad lands or remain and abandon
their families by being summarily
sent to the spirit world by going to
the bad laudslands they had at any raterat a
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