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The guoboat Petrel is already in com-
misrion at Mare lsland and ber detsil

of officers assigned. The Concord wiil’

be the neXxt to go 10 ¢eommission at the
pavy yerd. The Peneuncola, Baltimore
and Charleslon are o various stages of
repair.

WausalQ, Dec. 1,—T e floo' in the
Wiecopsin river cool!noes, Al Granit
Helznte, ten miles north of bere, the
Chleago, Mllwasukee and 8&°. FPrul
tracke are ahout half a foot under water
for about baif a mile, This water is
thin,y sheeled with ice, not strong
enoagh Jor trapnsfer and yel &tlong
enough to eerlourly impede any st
tempt toclear the track.

No part of the treck ls yet weabed
out,but it is not copeidered eafe lo al.
tempt Lo run through the water.

MILWAUKEE, Wis, Dec, 1.—Wie-
gonsin Central officials have recsived
advices from Chippewa Falls this
morning that the water hue Teached to
within three feet of the falls with In-
dications that by evening the gorge
will be as high as lhe falle. Aoccord-
jng to reporis no dsmage hag resulted
in the city up to the present, bat the
danger e {nr {rom belng over.

FEAvu CLAIRE, Wiz, Dec, 1.—Owihg
to the floous Lbere is u total suspeunsios
¢ f raliway traftic oo the Wabash ana
Durand branch of the Chicago, Mit.
wabkee and 851, Paul rajlway. Grea
demuage baa bees done lo farmels
aloeng tbe Chippewa rlver. Farmers?
families who escaped to the rallway
track from the rising waler wele 1es-
cued by tralnmen snd an englre. Tue
jce gorge three miles trom Eau Clalre
ja ocaurlng inundaticn of Chippews
Falle, but protecting Eag Claire anu
Duracd. Itextends for mllee and can-
not be hroken. Unless 1t sbould give

way, L0 great damage J8 looked for
here,
CHICAGO, Dec. 1-—The udings of

ou)amaly toreastening the villages and
towns of the Chippewa river vuliey,
W iscunein, were counfirmed by pagsen.
gers and crews on incoming traine to-
day, Aoccording lo them Lhe cily ol
Esa Claire 1a in the eshaduew of the bly
ige gorge which threatens Lo give way
any moment and precipliate a flovd ov
the inhubltants of the valley.

Express Mestenger Artbur eays Lhe
central point of denger ie Eau Claire.
He continued:

“The ¢xXpress agent, whom I relleved
at Chlppvwa Falle, told me Lhat the
grest lce gorge is nearly flity fed 1 bigh
and fOve miles loug and bas formed
near the lower portion of Eau Ciaire.
This parricade of ice is forming & reser.
volr of water which ie packed with
lumber, drifiwood and great floes. The
only thing which keeps the flovd be ok
is the lce gotge. When toal glves way
somelbing awiui will bappen. The
familice are woving away carry-
ing thseir beusebold goods to bigh
land. Faur lesl of waler
covers the Winconsin Qentral tracke,
The water ie rlsing elx 1nches an hout,

The botlom lande are ocuvered {anu
great loes of stock hiag been reported by
fmamere, The cellars where supplica
afe Eept have bien cumpletely flilen

with water. I hear the river has
slready reached the twenly-foot
mark,”’

Traio crews report thal the engine
and coaob sent oul to the low lsads
velow Durnsd, came back wllh 1we
#tore of mep, women snd ehildren on

hoard, who were driven from their
bomee by the fioped snd wers founo
neat]y dead from exposure and cold,
The engineer tald be could not finish
the trlp on acoounlt of the rieing
waler,

Tue Buriinzton bridgs at Chlppewa
1s reported Impagsabie, Reeu’s Land.
ing, above Alme, ia gald to be tolaliy
cuveted with water and traffic s
effectunlly stopped., Rallway uiticiale
have received intormation that the
Chioago, Burlington & Northern road
aleo 18 bandlcapped by the los gorge
and reing floous,

Puassenyers on the Wisconsin Central
tralp, which arrived from the sorth at
noot feport that, the watet already 1s
five (vel deep lo the streets of Chip-
pewsa Falie, acd dynamite is being
uged in a0 eudeavor lo break the gorge,

MILWAUEEE, Deo, 1.—A speelsl o
{0 the Eveurug Wisoconsln Irom Chip.
pewsa Falls saye:

The situativn at Chippewsa Falls is
gtowing mole sericus every moment,
The mammoth ice gorge which formeu
8lx miles down the river haes backeu
1nto Lhe eily and a9 lmmense volume
of waler oulning from abovs 1s epread-
ing oo each eide 1DuDdsling tne latyer
poriions of ke town,: Todsy every
merchant i3 moviog to a place o1
salety. The waler has filled the base.
men of the Lusiness bilocke almost
the ewslire lenglh of Briage sireet.
Belfore evening il isexpected Lhe watel
will hbave reached the court bouese,
elght blucks from the river. There le
much’ excilement, but everylbhing ie
orderly. Ab,utl fiity familles on the
soulh slde, who were forced to move,
were reported jn want, and relie; was
given,

Bowe (amilies who bad laken refuge
in erpty bouses were without food ur
warmth, Bridge Superintendent
Caliaghan, of the Central road, was in-
siructed to blast cul the gorge atthe
ea:l, bul would not uvdertake it. He
enid all the dynamite manufaciured
could cot budge 1t, It eeens all thar
oan be done ia to sit down and waleh
the appruach of the flood., The wate:
this moiniug began o rise Bl & Tale of
a igol an hour, 1lticoke as Lthough the
the entite lown would be ipundaied.

CHIPPEWA FALLS, Wis,, Deo. 1.—
The Cutppewa river is filled wih
gorges at many pPoints; AL Flambeau
farm the river ran over the hanks,
destroying 300 head of live siock, ruln.
ing & th Z¢n Isrms,

It 18 tesred (ne course of the river
will be ohavged throwing li direcuy
on the lowp aud completely {nundat.
wng it. In that eveul, heavy loesa ol
pruperly snd life cannot be avoiv ed,

KEanegas €11y, Me, Dec. 1.—The
Ban& of Westpurt, whioh kept an ac-
count with the Mijssourli Natioasl,
which failed yesterday, suepended this
morning for thebenefit of the creuitots,
The fallure of the Missouri National
cauged a run on the Wesiport bank,
The assets are placed at $31,600; Ila.
hilitlea about 320,000. 'The assele in-
olude $27,5600 sccetunls and blile recelv-
ahle and $1.200 cash,

Cashier Edward F. Pallllps ex-
pressed the uvplnion that the depositors
wll) be pa1d in tull,

PHILADE1PHIA, Dec. 1.—The fight.
fog ciulset Brooklyn, the newest addi.
tioo to the United Biates navy, was
towed from Cramp®s ship yard to
Lieayue Itland Navy yerd today., The

expenditures, $171 587 385,

grest white cruiser recelved an ovatlon
Be she proceeded down the Delaware
past the docks, and theebipping in this
city. The blowing of whistler, ringlog
of bells anJ shoute ©of thousands gath-
ered on boats aond docke, marked her
progress, Alter lbe commandant of
the navy yard, Commusnder Howell,
bad receipted for the Brookiyn for the
Unpited Btates goveroment, F. A,
Cook, Comm:dore Howell and the
shin’e « flicers gathered on deck and
held ceremonies which formally
placed the ehip on con mission, The
flag wae run up to the mast head, Lthe
sailore lined wop for ealule tlo the com-
mander, and the Brookiyn was part of
the navy.

It ie expected the orufser will
ready to eail in about two weeke,

PARIs, Dec. 1,—The monetary com-
missiou has prepounced lIn favor of &
pickel jssue, M. Flovlile, direotor of
lhe minf, opposed the deoclsioo.

NEw YoBK, Dec. 1,—Ramon O.
Wiilams, tormerly U, 8. consul at
Havans, arrived bere oo the sleamer
Werra from Gibraltar, He said his
vieit to Bpain was not a, diglomatie
wiesion but purely for pleasare,

"*This has heen my first vacustion for
twenly yeare,”’ he eaid.

WASHINGTON, Deo, |,—The com.
psralive stalemert of receipte and ¢x-
peanditures ol the United Biates shows.
ihat during November, 1896, the total
recelpts were $25,210,696; ¢expenditures
232,260,724,

‘Pve receipts for the flve mouths of
the fiscal year amounts to $131,650,488;
fhe dde-
fleit for the five monthe is 339,946,848,
as compared witn $15,868,837 fur the
correspondlug flve mounthe lasl yealr,
The recelpte from cusloms during
Nuvember amounled to $9,930,385; iL-
ternal revenus, §13,104.828; misceilan-
eous, $2,175,482. Tnie le a lose of cus-
tou.g vomp.red with November, 1898,
of $1,624 929, gain from luleroal
revenuoe, $64,744, gain {row miscellan-
voue Beurces, $884 379,

Loxpon, Dec. 1,—Fire in Forater
-quuare, Hradford, a blg triengular
tbiook occupled by torty firme, cuured
damage which exceeds §1,000,000, The
fBre originated ia Jobn Hulusworth &
don's block, which was almost gultey,
The uffices of the Anglo-American
aud Commercial Cable companies were
ourned,

NEw YoRrk, Dec. 1.—The German
oil tapk  eteamer Wilkommen,
which arrived today from Danizig,
bringing 6,000 bags o! heel sugar, res
poris thatl shorlly after midnight on
the 17th a hu e meteor shot across the
sHY Irom sgutheast to nortbhwest apd
plupged hissiLg inlo the sea some die-
\ance auesad ;of the Wilkommen, Al-
most immediately allerward a buge sea
JJHe s 1ldal wave Druke gver the steam-
er’e bow anc swepl alf, lockily Joing
slight damage.

8T. Lovis, Dec. 2.—By the first of
the yeal every Hour mill in Lhis ity
will be runniug tull blast, This is the
prediclion on ‘chsange, Many of the
3t, Louls Miile are now sbhut Co#n and
othels are only ru«ning balf (lme,

The flour jobkers confdently expect
thal the price of flour will go up by
the first of the year. The millers
olaim tbal with wheal ae high as it s
bOw, lbey camnot meke figur with
profit,
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