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Satnrduy,

A MOMENTOUS QUESTION.

THE action of the City Council, sup-
plemented by the resclutions adopted
at the Btock Exchange and Chamber
of QCommerce meetings, has been
blocked by a snag in the way, which is
said to have arisen in the shape of the
gunning and two-faced person who oc-
cupies the position of Governor of
Utah. It will be seen whether the ob-
structive tactics of one individual are
to deatroy the good -intended by the
leading commercial men and city of-
ficials.

By this one individual we do not
mean the person of small calibre who
figures in the front of this delay,
but the wire-puller behind who moves
the strings that make the puppet dance.
It comes to this: Will the gentlemen
wno determined to do something
practical and sensible in order to
counteract the influence of published
slanders against the people of Utah.
which hinder business and are likely
to retard material progress, be headed
off by a single schemer, who manages
both a libellous paper and the official
petson that assumes the role of dictator
to the committees and those whom
they reprezent in this affair?

It 18 the Ball Lake Tribune which is
really responsible for the liesteld in the
Hlustrated American, for they are
principally copied from its rabid fabri-
cutions. It is that paper that now
stands alone in the way of this move-
ment in the interest of Utah’s -good
name. It virtually acknowledges the
fact this morning as ‘‘an honest con-
fession.”” The Governor and the 7ri-
bdune mean about the same thing. Tt is
s common remark that the same hand
pulls the strings that move them both.
Do the solid men who have anted in
this matter intend to let that bhand
govern them, make them back water
and force them to spoilthelr own work?

That paper this morning labors to
make it appear.thatthe DESERET NEWS
tried s year ago to bring about a eol-
lision. To any sentible reader the
Tribune aimply disproves its own asser-
tion. That is its usual tyle of logie.
Suppose the DESERET NEws did any-
thing of the kind, either a year ago or
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’ten or any number of years ago, is that

any argument against a movement to
show that statements to the effect that
the ““Mormons* are ready to fight the
Government today are gross and ridicu-
lous falsehooda? If this or any other
paper did wrong a year ago, is that a
reason why the right thing
which the commerciai men and
officials of this city propose to do should
pe stopped, or hindered, or butchered
by one pig-headed obstructionist?

But the statement that the DESERET
News has-ever tried to provoke a con-
flict is a palpable falsehood. The
evidence adduced by the ridune is
proof to the contrary. The facts are
well known to the residents of this city
ofa year ago. To new comers they
may not be so clear. Parades were
then the order of the day or night.
Each party indulged in them to an ex-
travagant and perhaps ridiculous ex-
tent. Some unpleasant things oc-
ourred, and an arrangement was sup-
pored to have been effected whereby
a collision between the two parties
would be avoided, and thatthe ¢‘Lib-
erals’” would parade on given mnights
and the People’s Party on other nights.
The “‘order’’ quoted by the Tribune for
“Libteral?”” clubs to parade where they
plecsed, as Jong as they pleased, and as
they pleased, each club marching *fin-
dependent of all others,” was viewed
a3’in violation ef that agreement. The
order was deprecated by conservative
‘‘[iberals’’ as well as People’s Party
men.

More than that. It was a fact that
the “‘Bcott Zouaves’” “‘were armed and
drilled.*”> The Tribune says now it was
with ‘“toy guns.?”? This is an absolute
falsehood, for these same Zouaves fired
off their rifles in the public streets
in violation of the city ordinances and
in conflict with a proclamation of the
Governor, of years before, that had
been enforced upon the “Mormonsg??
even to the extent of marching to Fort
Douglass and confining there, men
who had paraded on drill with fifes
and arms which were actually ‘“‘toy
guns.** This interesting. episode in
official anti-“Mormonism* was known
as ““The wooden gun rebellion.”

As to the danger of a collision a year
ago, what was meant by this telegram
sent fo eastern papers by a mnoted
“Liberal’’ of this city?

‘“There can be little doubt that trouble
will result over this electlon, and hun-
dreds of deputy marshals will be provid-
ed to maintain the peace, and if these fail,
the Gentiles will have peace if they bave
to eall on Fort Douglas and fight for 14.**

The article in the NEws from which
the Tribune clips a couple of paragraphs
was designed to prevent a conflict and
preserve the peace. This may be seen

ERET WEEEKLY.

from the same article but whicl, of
courge, the 7ribune does not quote:

“Bhould there be a disturbance it
will not be because the people whom it
is proposed to rob of their rights take
the initiative. They will avoid any-
thing of that character to the last ex-
tremity, and we advise them not even
to give the rabidista the shadow of an
excuse for a resort to vielence.”?

This has been the policy of the
DeSERET NEWS from the beginning, as
the course of the Tribune has been to-
make trouble. It has lied for this pur-
pose again and again. It has been the
means of bringing troops into
this city when there was no
more probability than now of any need
for them. Thesame hand that manip-
ulates the present gubernatorial figure-
head, 8o worked on Governor Murray
that he deceived the President of the
United States into ordering troops to
this city when it was as quiet as the
most peaceable village on the conti-
nent. This, with other fooleries cost
Murray his official position.

It was in the same line of iibel as the
atuff in the Hlustrated American. It
is a sample of Iribune falsehoed,
and the means employed by that
Infamous sheet to prejudice the
American publie. Bo with the lying
letter fabricated by the Pribune asa
send off for the sama Murray when he
was going east, and known as the
“sbogus Bishop West article.”’ It was
a Jie throughout, and the statements it
contained as threats against the Gov-
ernor were put into the mouth of an
alleged “*Mormon?? Bishop who had no
existence. It was exactly in thé same
style and spirit as these flustrated
American articles.

No wonder the Tribune and the of-
fficial who jumps at its direction do
pot want any action taken by the
(Fentlles which will serve to put the
¢“Mormons®’ in {heir true light before
the American public. Tbat is quite
consistent with the course of both,
But will the gentlemen who have gone
gp far in the direction of fairness for
the good of the whole community, be
stopped on the road by one obstructive
anti-*Mormon?* who is the real hlock
in the way of this movement?

That is the whole matter in a nut-
shejl. It is *‘the momentous question.””
And the eonservative non-*“Mormons®?
of this ¢ity are ceginning to see that it
is useless to seek to counteract the bale-
ful influence of a- deceptive magazine
in New York, while the same kind of
agitation 18 kept up by a lying sheet in
Balt Lake City.
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Rev. Hallin, one of ithe court preach-

ers of Btockholm, has embezzled a

large amountaf money, how much not
yet exactly known.




