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We do not pelieve that either Mo
ham;]egn nism or 1t8 advocates can be
fairly charged with any such senti-
ments, ‘The Jecturer desires above al]
things to air his wonderful travels
and gﬂ&unt an appearance of bravery
before his followers 1D Brooklyn. And
he is not particulsr ‘wbather it l’a’lhe
enst or t.ge west, ¢‘Mormoniem*’ or
Moha mpyedaniem which he misrepre-
sents, so that he can mnke it a topio for
Beneationnl discourses and startling
abnnouneements. Mohammetlans
did not want vessels to land in certain
Places they could very easily prevent
them, A nd perhapsif they had known
that go imporlﬂnt 8 personage A8
Witt Ta]mage wnnted to put in at
Joppa without sflpating in among the
rocke,”’ they would have expended the
vaat amounts < NECessArY to remove
those ohut muctions 80 that he might
have np excuse for saying that they
would rather have him wreckeu" than
land safe|y.
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one. He sags, 4 The
childre f darknesa are terrified with
the Sougt;, of n steam whietle.”> By
“this he jeaves the inference that he
Mmeans both ¢*Mormons’’ and Moham.
medans, nd raiiroads and telegrspha
he thinks will be the means of reform-
fng them, Fearseema still to bun part
of his goapel poiley after all. Force
alea. He saye: ot

N le, which is now a flat pagse,
wil'lr{;g }])31:‘: ::'1 phonographicoylinder,an
where the eye refuses to read the ear will
be compelled to listen. Hail, then, all
these modern
False religions cannot bear the sigh
the sound of them.*

First terrify them with
sound of the steam whistle, then
grind out and thunder into them
the Bible by monkter phonogtaph and
compe] them to hear it, whether they
will or no. Funny, jsn’t it, for a
Christian preacher? But then it is only
Talmageian oratory and doesu’t mean
anything but sound to tickle the itch-
ing ears of the fashionable Brook-
lynites.

He tells of what the railroads have
done for Salt Lake and Ogden by way
of reforming these cities. And this,
he connects with the notiun that *‘false
religious*’—pmne of which he consldera
“Mormorniem to be,’’ cannot hear the
sight or thesound* of rallroade, tele-
graphs, the phonograph, ete. Well
some ore should inform the superﬁciai
lecturer that the ““Mormons?? helped to
build the first railrond across the conti-
nent; that they have built a number of
other railroads in Utah; that they built
the first telegraph line here;, that they
introduced the first phonograph in thie
city; that they patronize the telephone,
the electrio light and all other modern
improvements; and therefore his argu-
ment amounts to nothlng or rather dies
back in his teeth, when he calls ‘*Mor-
monfam?? a “*false religion.”*

But 1t 18 useless to follow him further.
Mr. Talmage is a florid and tervid
orator, somewhat spasmodic in manner
and sensational in matter. He draws
large crowds as a circus will do. But
he is very superficial in his Investiga-
tions and reckless in his statements,
often utterly unreliable as to facts and
entirely unsafe in his deductions. But
we are pleased to see that he I8 some-
what changed in his views as to the

treatment of what he considers talse

rellgions, and Liope that he wili con-
tinue to improve eo that he may one
day mnke some approach to the charnc-
ter of a Christian.

——

~ THE GREAT BEAR AND THE
BRITISH LION.

THE present phase of the enstern
questlon ls strikingly interesting to

those who take pleasure In neting the

aititude of the great nations of Europe
toward each other. Russia continues
to pursue the pollcy of encroachmrent
in the direction of British interests re-
cently onened by n violation on the
patt of the Czar of the trenty of 1878,
prohibiting the passage of ships of war
through the Dardaneliva, Lord Salis-

bury gave Russia to understand that if |

Turkey eurrendered her control of Lthe
important strait, England would
promptly act to prevent the usurpation
of the prerogative by the Czar. This,
for the tlme being, checked Muscovite
operations at that point. Russia is not
yet ready lo begin war, not having yet
completed her negotintions for a loan
with Freneh apd German babnkers
combined,*

The temporary check resulting from
the resolute aititude of the British gov-
ernment only relates to Russian opera-
tions at one pnint. Russia now, taking
the dispatches as correct, makes dem-
onstrations In other quarters, equally
vital to the wea! «f England. An un.
derstanding jseaid to have been reached
with Greece under which, In certain
eveptualities, the fleet of that country

tnvonuions and appliances.  would be placed at the disposal of the
t or l Czar

in the Archipaelage. Color is
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the | glven to the report by the fact that the

royal familiesof the two countries are
related and the two peoples are united
by n common religion. Besides,Greece
considers herseif the rightful proprietor
of the Island of Cyprue, now in pos-
sesgion of Great Britain.

It fs also stated that a *‘commercinl
treaty’’ has been formed between Rus-
sin and Persin of so close a nature
““that n foreign embaesadorship of
the two countries is to be combined in
one representative. [If this alllance be
placed with the recent military demon-
atration on the Afghan (rontier It
agsumes  conspicuous importance. -
Herat, in Afghanistan, has been called
the ‘“‘gate to India;’’ hence Great
Britain must protect It agalnst
lnvasion by Russla nt all hnznrfa. It
can be readily reached from the Per-
sian burder. It will be seen from this
how menacing to Epgland a Russo-
Persian treaty would be to England.

The points embodied in the newer
phasea of Ruesian policy practically
almost surround Turkey, which is
necessarily the great obeiacle in the
wny of the Muscovite advances.
(Greece lles on the south of European
Turkey, Perela on the east and Russia
on the north of Turkey in Asla. Pres-
ent operations represent a Jdiplomatic
game of chess, The manipulator who
happens to get beaten nt this phase of
the contest s liable to resort to methods
more perious.

If the Czar contemplates warlike
sventualities he will anxiously awalit
the approaching polltical struggle in
Great Britain. Should the result be &
victory for the Liberal party and the
selection of Gladetone for the premier-
ship, Russis would have a compara.
tively ojen fleld. The **Grand Old
man® as he hapg heen called, has an-
pounced that, in the event of his be-
coming the head of the government,
he would evacuate Egypt. SBuch a
atep looks like sheer foolishness under
existing circumstances. It would, in
consequence of the attitude of Russia,
neceseitate the closing of the Suez ca-
pal,orleaving British Indin expored to
great danger? The closing of the
famour artificial water-way would
have a disastrous effect upon British
commerce, while to leave It open and
practically unprotected would be akin
t¢ madness, What Great Britain
needs uow, nnd what will evident!y be
necessary for some time, is a govern-
ment with a **spirited forelgn policy,?”
of the Beaconsfield stamp, Balisbury
belongs to the school of statesmen who
believe in political promptitude and
resolution in connection with foreign
relations. (#ladetone ie noted for a
lack of determination in situations out
of which war is liable to grow. He is
just the man that the Czar would de-
light to see made premier of England.
“We are of opinion that such an event
would be but littie short of n calnmity
for Grreat Britain.

England is the:lion in the way
of the attainment of Russian aims
and ambitions, There ia a traditlon to
the effect that when the great bear of
the north should put his paw on the
British lien, the time tor the develop-
ment of what Dr. Cummings, of Loeg-
don, ecalls the *‘coming struggle® in
Europe would be close at hand.
Whether there be anything in the an-
ticipation or not, the attitude of the
two nationa] emblematical animals is



