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(lag’bd was fascinated by the elfin

chini, who, aa she sat or stood before
him, n--.m--l not only to gueas the
sligitest lutentions, but constantly sug-

greted vew ideas of form aod symme-
iry beau:iful beyond description. He
.a.- ¢ted mnd painted bher in every atti-
tude: hesomelimes feared to weary her,
but when he expressed the fear, she
shook her head, with ooe of her bright
swmiles, and an emphsun “Jamais " so
he weut on paintiog, sometlimes L.lk-
tug to ber, sometimes In a silence
wuich lssted for hours, and which she
néver attempted to break.

At length, after the Afth and positive-
Iy Inat sppearance of the Lroape, lhoy
prepared to collect their scanty pro
e mod decamp, and with more D
one heavy sign, Clsude banoled his
bug cmign 1050 Lils KDspssck, srmed him-

if with his stick, and started oo the
re rpd to Parts: for bis sammer waoder-
lugs weie uver, and he was golng back
o’ Ll guartier Beaujon to vitalize
Ligeir fiu ER

{1s way lay through woods—a part of
the [irest waerTe he had first met Ed-
mee. bat ((uite o the opposite direction.
Af first e was thinking of her, sadly
sed pliylagly, and with many coojec-
tures ws Lo the futare fate of so sirange a
D& ure =0 sirangely placed.
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presslou inkea from her, could be tutro-

dueed witu precious eff-ct. He opened
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Ho lookell up a: last; before him stood
f1e oriklual—Llrempbling, her great eyes
riveted v Lils face, with a look'at once
fenr u' su earaest, so beseeching.

Xui Edwes! .

Her breath came fast and thick, and
her volce sras hardly Intelligible; bat as
nim went bo, it strengthen

*Yea! i 1s me; let me go with you-—
any where,  wiil be your servant—I1’ll
do anything on earth for you; dop’t be
sogry—1 could not stay with them any
luu.‘—r—-u beat me worse than ever,

because stie knew I waa happy with
you, and you were kind to me. Oh, let
me ko Wit ilx you—Ilet me go with yau!"

**But eitild—your mother. I have neo
rigm to take you from ber,

*8he’s pot my mother, she’s only my
stepuiutlipr; aud my father is & 1
b-losg to.uobody—uobody caren for me.
Even what [ do for them, fonlr
curse me for, and beat me wheh
do the work they put me to. Oh! let
me go wiilh you—iet me go with you!"’

Cianda’s hesitation was and
taking her little tzembling hand in his,
he led bel on. i

At the pext town they approached he
gave ber money and sest her to a ahop
to purcbase some decent clothes; then he
weut to alllitle out-of-the-way lon
ped to glve her rest and food, and

ber go antl perform her tollottq In half

an bour, down she came; all traces of
poverty, [«tgue, and emotion vanished;
her neat dress sitting on her so
fully, ber wild hair parted in shinlng
wavy bagdeaux beneath her trim cap,
her 1ittlé Arab feet and firm slender
aukles »0 symmetrical in high shoes
and wellidrawn striped stockipge, and,
above alll, her oval face, so radiant 'tt.h
beautlf ufjuy and gratitade,

Hue s..qnd before him, umllln(, hold-
log vut Ber skirts as ohildren do when
their drefs s ndomired. Bhe broke into
a sto t gleeful laogh of Joy and tri-
vmh. :

**8. yyu're happy now?"

“Oul ‘Mousteusl®™ HNbe ldﬂd his
baud sgd oov:red it with kissse,

Toe tars sprang to Claude’s; eyes; he
drew her toward him, and resting his

¢hiu ou ber head, he Degln in a voioe
of deeprand quiet emotiva.
‘Edmes, I do wot kpow If I bave

doue righit 1o taking thee; at xllevents,
It 1s dowe now: wr Lgly—eoven foollsh-
ly, suy with God's belp I will be a
faiber &nd s protector to thes as long ae
I lve.  Kiss me, my child.” | =

Nue duug her arms round his neck
avd cliug to nim long aod in silence,
aud hip felt it was very aweet to holu
such edmmuoion—to claim such :love,
aud Ltiyst, nnd gratitude from & homan
eres Ujo—sweeler than to hold imagin-
ary uploviug converse with the phad-
ows of dead heroes and herolnes.

Clagdé Lufout was once more instal-
lea 1 Als | ainting-room. Asof dld he

dreawpd; and palnted - painled sad
dreamed; but wboen the shadowy com-
pany #awus pol zufficient to fill his heart

and byuin, he hweif woke up from his
reverie and went to the listle sittlog-
roomj t the back that opened into a bis
of a Jdel; andthere, in winter by the
sparxilog fite and clean swept hearth;
in sdmumer at the open door, reund
which trailed & vine, a cling rose
::;db‘l:y vlul;ar %ﬂét:{}i:llﬂ, he t-
» AD tunh&

lm.mn:. P't’:eudi lh-f Ed lllﬂl
yeot sirangely wise, o 'ho,-
she .luusud about, m.lh
stoal gt his feet, thoqht nlo.llnbn
own gild, suzguttve, oon] way,
bittigg on singular glimpeed of greas
truthy that could only come to her in-
taitivply.

By Wegreea Claude began to dream
less azid think more. {

Edmee was now fifteen. He felt that

sbe héd become something more than a
uhlld and -l&ilnymlng. and that a cer-
nslbility weighed on him

the er‘:::' her, in the pm h-l-"
faturg. BShe bhad learnt, it » to
say how, reading and writiog
h:i-mn with bim. ©One

the sitting-room, he
mee with a book om her kn
she was studying with a puszl

“What are ,M Teadlog there,

ho in ired, carelesaly.

eld up the book. It wusvnl-

ame nt Voltaire.

“The devil! where did you ﬂl oub
luns book? Bat you don’t undesstand
‘Q ’ 2

Bhe ghook her head. ' ‘

“Mipd this; when you want l‘ read
aDythihg, you must show It fo me firet
~do you hear, little one?”’

Boe arranged his chair, lighted hig
glp.. snd sat down at his feet in sllence,

iaude’s ayes were wide open, and faill
of earaest reflection. Onoe or twice
she loyked up timidly, bat
reply to her glamce, she dro
oyce qﬂn.

Boepaid at last, “You are meb ugry

with me.”

“With yon? Never!”

“Yqu see, Iun -frnd of nothhc on
ing you.

ng-ot my Jife."”

Clauge falt.

bair; kissed her lonho.d llll ﬂll
%lng harder than ever.

To be cuntinued.
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