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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

generally, the laet isene of the Bireet
Rallwsy Review, dated Februnary 15,
baa a very lnleresting sriicle, whion
fe & discursion of tbe aesrertion tbat
while everythiog bhaes heen chespeney
in pricetbe past few yeare, elreetl car
faree alope remsln theseme. Asan
offset lo the olalm thue set up it fa
pointed out lhat there are {Wwn methode
of cheapening raliway rates, viz,
culting dowp the prics and !mprov-
ing tho eervice; and 1oxt the jmprove-
ment from the cild bouisil andg two.
boree oars tothispreseni vlectriecars,tbe
Jighting,tlie beatiog, tbe trackage, ele.,
Jbue heen a rate-cutiing which sur
pseees the ubespening In aDy other
brapch of business. Then the declara-
tion is mude that by the lranefer ays-
tem, longer hauvls, aod 8}l improve.
ments in rorvioe, “'the price o!f oar fare-
not only bas bheen Feduoed, hut Lhat
po other artiols ol ar common uee hae
been ae greatly reduced in price,” The
ntreet cnr rides bave heeno enilarged
enormousiy, hut the price therevl baw
pnot been increased,

A series of comperalive charts be.
tween condlhiioms in 1887 and 1887
mualie a showing Jor tweDdlt¥y-elght

-gjtien in the Unlon of sbn eaverave
increase ip the leogth of & five.
cenl rilde in tbhe latter year,
as agalpst the ride in the former
year, ot 357.56 per cent, In other
words, in the matter of inoressed dle-
tance slone, If the same rate that pre.
valled in 1887 per mile were malo.
talped todsy, tbe present full average
five-cent ride would coat to Lhe pussen.
ger16.85 centa. Tuls 1s independent o
the better rervice in cars acd speed,
The domparaiive long-dlatance rides in
1887 and in 1897 in 8 pumber of olties,
wuich are s talr eample of sall, show
the reduotion ip fares from tbat stapd-
pelnl

Reoobester, N. Y., in 1887, 3 miles; In
1887, 7.3 mlles.

Paterson, N, J., in 1887, 2 miles; In
1897, § mniles.

Bt. Louis, Mo., in 1887, 5 miles; in 1897,
22 miles,

Wilmington, Del., in 1887, 1.89 miles;
In 1897, 5 miles,

Baltimore,Md., in 1887, 8 miles; in 1897,
18 miles.

Springfield, Mass,, in 1887, 3 miles; in
1597, 17 miiea.

San Frarcisco, in 1887, 5)4 miles for
10 cents; in 1807, 14 milea [or & conta,

Qinoinnatl, in 1887, 7 miles; ju 1897, 28

miles.

Portland, Ore., in 1887, 3 miles; in 1897,
14 miles.

Chicago, in 1887, 6 miles; in 1897, 15
miles.

A great many more citlee are glven,
sh' wing the eame general Increase; In
summing up the whole eltuation 1
bie oity, » Bt Louts man:gar tells the

tale for the wheole ocouanlry, out.
pide ot the leoglhened ride,
in tbhe following:  *1887—epeed

6 miles pet hour, smsell cars, rough
trapk, cars nol warmed, »hnd Do trans
fers; 1897—apeqt |2 milea per hour,
Jarge osre, emooth track, oars heated
apd & trapsfer BAyslem, denbling aua
trebling the present increased length
o! rosds; fare five tentie, inciuding
trapefer.?” 1n some caser the hanl e
mine times ar lobg as 10 1887,

This shows that tbere bus been a
waet red uotion tn the cost of atreet car
rlder duting the pael ten years, Ip the
vajue repeived for tbe price of the
tare, Thbe matier of being carrfeu
over the ground without the eflort oi

walking is not the only quesilon; there
are tbe ltems of speed and comlort.
And aetothe suggestion offen made
that meny psaspengers sre for short
distance rides, the last named items
spp'y with full force.

Then there is the relation of
lo faree. The wages of Blreel oar em-
jlsyes have jowered in some paria
and Io others bave advapced, #0 tbhat
the average la stated to be wlightly
ahove that of 1887, requiring, of coaree,
tralpiog of & nigi\er order. The pto.
portion of wages psaid to the entire
expense ol nperation ranges trom 40 to
70 per cent, Hence it 04D be reen i &
glance that the laboring men? poiat
agoinst legirlative reduction in sirect
car fares fs well taken; while at the
same time the genera] conditione thal
prévail is such as to gReep those fares in
touoh with apDy ge: era] redaction of
prices which a community or tbe
couolry feels.
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ENGLAND HELD wEsPUNSIBLE.

wages

The famine la Indis, whlch, aocord-
ing to sll reports, threatens to be the
moet disastrous on reocerd in Lhat
countity, foronishes a text lor severe
oriticiemir of the British government,
It 15 cherged with baving cansed it by
« system of spoliation comparable only
1o that of Rome in anclent daye, or
thatl of Turkey 1D ot ow D times,

One of the accuratlons made s that
the opium trade ls & factor Ino the
famine. Chioa WRR, &N will
be rememhered, forced by British
arms to sdmit tbhe poleonos drug into
the country, after the Obloere govern-
ment had prohibited ite importailon,
sand large tracts of land afe now used
iu ;Indie lor the oullivation of the
poppy—sxtremsly tertile land ip prov:
incee where rsln hardly ever fails,
The very granaries of the counity on
which tbe population could depend in
times of sca.city for & supply of bread-
stofl bave besn converied itnlo poppy
delds. The governinent receives sn
export tax of three hundred dollars
tor ever¥y obest of opium, and
the few owners el ibe fields make
iortunee, but the majority of the people
who are employed ju thy manufsacture
of the drug are rpubjected to etarvation
whenever tbe rain falls and there la »
shorage iD the grain crop. To tbie
oumeées that they nesriy all are addjoteu
tv toe vpium babii and become mental
and physicsl wrecke.

A London psper (quoted hy the
Literury Digest), apeaks of tne coadl.
tion cf the mililons of Indis lnthe
o]l wiDg manbper;

1ndia !s inheblted by 230,000,000. Their
average income is 15 shillibge ($3.75] per
year per head. Over $70,000,000 [$350,~
000,000]) bave been spent doring the lasl
elghieen years 0D froolier expeditions
tor which the people of Tndia have been
made to pay. The famine relief fund of
£16,000,000 [275,000,000], raised by ornsh-
ing additional taxation,has been spent in
the pame way, EuropeadDs have been
eniployed moreand more to the exclusion
of Datives ms officials; their salaries,
saved Iargely to be spent in England,
amount to £20,000,000 {$100,000,000] an-
nually; £25000,000 [$125,000,600] ~ are
drawn from Indla annually to pay inter-
est aDd the pensions of English officials.
All this has 1o be paid in gold, althongh
the governmeot haa stopped Lhe colnage
of silver, thue reducing one half the ex-
change value of the small savings sot
aslde by the people i the shupe of silver
varniogs, bangles, stc., 10 meet 1he pinch

ot ecarcity. If we ceased to extort so
outragecus a tribute there would bo no
seriona famioe. Ebgland hoeraclf bas
directly caused and is Dow duily aggra-
vating the famine in India,

Toe Bt. James (Iszette Joen not take
kindly to tbe unfavorable griticism.
I'hat jonrpal thinks they sall are *svery
ill.bred persons, who appeatr lo think
there js something berole In ecolding at
Epgiavy.'* Waell, il is not consjdered

 pleasant 1o be told of fawits, but na-

tions ue well ae fndividuals peed to
bave kel before them eometimes the
resulte of wroog-delnz io the past as m
guldance to wiser conduct in the
fatare. lodia’s mlilliove are patisnt
nepslee consclous of thelr weakness,
pul every tear thal falls on the native
eoll from the suflerers from injustice
a#nd wrong islisbie to turn into a spark
of fire that pome day NAY cauasp a ooD-
flagration, A greal empire steadily
extending ber hordere smong sg-oalled
inferior races of the earth gpanpot
afford to forget toat its different parte
will be held logether permanently
only by the hopnde of justipe and
brotherly love,

A PIONEER ITEM.

The ocommendahle interest of the
Ploneers n! 1847 and thelr desgcendanta
in preeerving bletorical items of the
ploneer period for Utesh is adding
much to the puhlio store of informa-
tion on the !ubjiﬂl. The NEwWS trusts
that thla jnterest will not be allowed
to abale, hut thetevery nume entitled
to & place among the honored haud of
Utabh’s early eeltlera willl pe eoDp-
rolled now, and thasl history will
record suy events through which
they are deserving of speoial
mention. The Ploneer Soml.centen-
njal Commisalon 18 Boxions to get all
deln attsioable st tbe earljest possible
date, Letiers relating to this mnatter,
received by tbe NEWS, are either
turned over to Lhe cummission or pab-
lisbed,\hat that bod¥ may have the lao-
formaljon lbey coolain, Amosg our
letiere today was lbe following In-
teresting note codcerfding the oarriage
in whicn President Y¥oung ocrossed the
Plaine;

Oonex City, Fob. 18, 1897,
To the Editor:

Learning through the News that it is
desirable to obtaio the names of the sur-
vivors of ibe Piocneers of 1847, we, the
daughters of Thomas J, and Rozelia
Thonraton, who orossed the Plains in the
company of Captain J. M. Grant, In 1847,
pond you onr names and sddresses.

We also forward to yon a sorap of hls-
tory conmected wiih the carrlage lo
whioh President Young came West, and
whioh is designed 10 be one of the prom-
inent features of the parade in the coming
celebration.

Our parents joluved the Churoh in Ohio,
alter the martyrdom of the Prophet
Joseph, and knowing that rthe Sainta
were golng Wesl Lthey tcok with them to
Nanvoo a Dice famtly carriage and a span
of very fine horses, whioch they designed
for their convenience on i1heir weatward
J{)'urnay; bul finding out that President

gung was cramped for means 10 geot an
oulfit for bi= journey, and that he In-
tended comibg wilh 8 wagon, father pre-
aentead him wilth blscarriage nnd ho:ses,
which he josisted on President Young®s
takng, telling him that the way would
open up for him to fit himeelf out, and
be would not be far behiod him,
President Young pronounced a bleasiog
upon him apnd iu a marvelons munbor
his blessing was fulfliled, Father wua
very #»00n on his journey with s splen=



