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day Saints; but they have bheen pre-

Some yeara before, the archltect of

vented in the past from gathering with | this structure while living In the Black

ma.
ﬂ'&s which forbade thelr migration to

forelgpn countries. Should annexatlon
be consummated, a8 now seems most
probable, the natives of the -Bandwlich
jslands will become American citizens,
and wiil, of course, be at llberty to
migrate to any part of Unele Sam's
dominlons they may desire, so far as
legal restrictions are concetrned. By
special permission, a few native Ha-
waiians, some years ago, came to Utah
to mettle permanently, but it would not
necessarily follow, as a consequence of
the annexation of their country to this,
that any considerable number of the
Latter-day Salnts among the native

opulation would migrate to Utah im-

dlately.

mri*he probab
of the Hawalia
of American

illty of the early clathing
n hation with the rights
citizenship, by sueh a
rocess as annexation, re-
::]?;pmgon?e Interesting proceedings
that took place in the district court in
this city, some eight or ten Yyears
apgo., One of the Hawallans above re-
tgrt:ed to, who had come to Utah with
a view to making It his home. aprliea
for naturalization. The Incident cre-
ated considerable stir in local legal
4 political cireles, and a number of
altjtornelr's appeared as friends of the
aourt and aired their opinions reshect-
'fn the eligibility of a natlve Hawna‘lan
toghecome a citizen of the United
Stri-‘ltlpes}esult was a ruling by the court
that the natives of the Sandwich is-
lands belong to one of the races “which
were excluded, by act of Congress
from the privilege of mnaturalization
as American citizens. This ruling, In
an {ndirect manner, related to t'we au-
thenticity of the Book of Mormon as
a h]gtol‘ical record, in a legal sense,
though that book did not actually
fizure in the proceedings. They sug-
53 , an interestlng poasji-
n ltn}? Ifnit had Deen
that the awalians woere a
2,‘:2‘,’1‘:‘,'1’, of the He‘b_raic race, a8 they
are accerding to evidence containedin
that work, the court could not lagally
have deprived them of naturaliZation
senator Morgan 8Speaks favorably of
the natives as prospective Amerlean
citizens, and undoubtedly they are
vastly preterahle a8 such to hordes
that have come to our shores frrn the
glums of Europe and been clothed with
the franchise. They are far in ad-
vanee, intellectually and morally, ‘of
the Chinese and Japanese, and conld
be much more easlly assimilated hy
the people and Institutions of this

country.
A PIONEEK MILL BUILDER.

By degrees the world will learn the
fact that men of -trong characters
and the sort of enterprise ‘hat lays the
foundations of empires, were unnum-
bered among the Mormons who were
expatriated for the sake of their re-
ligion. 'The Transmisslssippian  of
Omaha has the following sKetch, ac-
companled by 2 portrait of the sub-
jact, of a venerable pioneer who be-
long'ed to that community:

A little more than half a century ago
s puilding was put up a few miles
north of the present Transmississippl
Exposition grounds, whileh was of as
much Importance to the white settlers
at that time as the elaborate edifices
now being constructed are to the pres-
ent residents of Nebraska. 1t was not
built with any particular raference to
rensz!ssant types, but it had a peculiar
attraction to the pioneers who often
travelled a hundred miles or more to
o0k on one of its style of comstrue-
tion.

in body of the Church by local|{ Hawk purchase, then a part of Michi-

gan, which was dfterwards organized
linto the territory of lowa, had con-
structed a bullding of sotnewhat the
same style.

Again, four years after the rassage
of the much debated Kansas-Nebraska
bill, he reproduced the general plan
three or four miles from Ualntown on
Blg ereek, which flows into the Kansas
river, in Kansas. !

These flour mille, the firat that are
known In their respective states, were
built by Frederick Kesler, who at the
age of 81 years now resldes in Salt
Lake Clty and is Bishop of the Six-
teenth ward. Mr. Kesler also bulit
mills in Pennsylvanla, Ohio, Illiinols,
Missouri, Mississippi, Texas and Utah.

In responSe to an Iinqulry Blshop
Kesler recently wrote:

“The first flouring mill which I
built in Iowa.was in the year 1836. It
was buflt for Levi Moffet and consisted
of one run of four-foot burrstones and
was situated omn Skunk river, about
elght miles from {ts mouth.

" ‘The flrst flouring mill which 1
bullt In Nebraska was in the year 1846,
It was bullt for Presldent Brigham
Young and was situated at Winter
Quarters (afterwards called Florence),
about & miles above Omaha, on a small
creek which empties into the Missouri
river. The mill was a frame bullding
and consisted of a 22-foot overshot
wheel and with one run of four-foot
French burrstones. It was afterwards
removed to the north slde of the Mis-
souri river. This was supposed to be

the flrst flouring mlll in what {8 now
known as Nebraska.
“'The first flouring mill which I

built in Kansas was about 110 mlles
southwest of Kansas Clty."

“"Mr. Kesler has retained the permit,
contract and acceptance of this mill,
The permit reads as follows:

*Fort Leavenworth Apency,
September 19, 1850.
To the Chiefs, Head Men and Counsel-
org of the Potawatomie Tribe of
Indians:

Be It known that I hereby authorize
Frederick Kesler, who I have contract-
ed with for the purpose of erecting a
corn and flour mill within the bound-
arfes of vour eocuntry, to talke from or
oft of any part of your lands unoccu-
pled, any timber or stone that he may
deem necessary toward the completion
of w=aid mill, free of nny costs or
charges whatever therefor. Glven un-
der my hand the day and year above
mentioned. LUKE LEA,

Indian Agent.”

The acceptance of the mill i3 eompli-
mentary of the excellence of the work
and the character of the workman.

Mr. Kesler hasg been & member of the
Mormon Church since 1840. He trav-
eled from Nauvoo to Mount Pisgah
upon the exodus of “the Saihts,” and
from there went with Brigham Young
to Counell Bluifs, arriving June 11, 1846.
With improvised tools and the help of
some of the men, Mr. Kesler made a
ferry hoat from such trees as could be
had. Upon this he moved the eannon
and other pleces of artlllery to the
other side, then *“kept at work all day
and night ferrving the hosts of Isrnel
with their warens and all their belong-
ings to & place of =afety.”

After arriving In Utah he bullt mills
of varlous kinds. One of the great un-
dertakings was in constructing a num-
her of saw mills. Large quantities of
lumber were ,sawed and when Gen.
Johnston arrived in Utah he purchased
it for a eamp. The thousands of dol-
lars which the Mormons recelved en-
abled them to send east for the ma.
chinery needed for thelr various manu-
factures.

The glamour of military triumph
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Congqueror and his followera, who have
been concisely described as “20,000
thieves at Hastings,'' does not sur-
round peaceful ploneers, but those of
them certalnly are worthy of remem-
brance who by skill, industry and in-
dependence have made the prepara=
tions for the eventual supremacy of the
West.

AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES.

The Important question of the au-
thority of the sacred Scriptures In
matters of faith and practiee again
claims the attention of students of
theology. It has been found mnecessary
to reconsider it. The position of the
Protestant world has generally been

that the Scriptures are the ultimate
authority, the Ilast court of appeal,
superfor to the oplnjons of “fathers”
or the dicta of counclls, however an-
clent. This view was a natural conse-
quence of the Reformation. In the dis-
cusslion with opponents the Reformers
put the authority of the Bible against,
the authority of the church fathers,
clalming Infallibility only for the ‘re-
vealed” word. But it haslong been ap-
parent that this position has not been
sonduclve to the unity of faith which
should be characteristic of the Church
of God. Lately a great deal of doubt
has also been thrown upon the in-
£allibility of the Bible. In fact, hi~her
eritielsm In this century has assailed
the position of Protestantism in the
same way as the Reformers in the six-
teenth century attacked the Catholic
church. It has endeavored to prove the
futility of an appeal to the Blble aa
ultimate authority. And o persistent
have the attacks been, that theologlans
are commencing to go over the ground
anew, making new statements, new

definitions.

In Germany, the storm center of
theological discuesion, econservatlve
scholarsd now declare that the orthodox

idea of the Scriptures ascribes to God

an agency In the production of the
ancred writings which it has not
pleased Him to resume. They point

out that the writers merely represent
the divine truth in & manner consistent
with thelr own knowledge: or record
the dealings of the Almighty with the
chlldren ¢f men, sa it appeared to them.
This view =ees in the Scriptures divine
truth conveyed, as it were, in an en-
velop of human expression. beautiful
but frail. The former is authority, but
the latter j8 a proper subject of criti-
efsm. .

It canmnot be denled that this position
ja an advance on the orthodox view.
But it leaves out of consideration the
important and well attested fact that
our Savior Himself recognized in the
Scriptures, even In its minor features
of expression, the declslve utterance of
God. He did not apply to the sacred
writings the modern process of criti-
cism.

When the whole question shall have
been exhaust!vely discussed, it will be
admitted that the ultimate authority
in all matters pertaining to doctrine
and practice rests with "God alone. In
a eontroversy, it 18 not always suf-
flelent to appeal from the decislons of
men and councila of men to the s=0-
¢nlled revealed word. It must be car-
ried higher, to the Giver and Inspirer
of the word—from the law to the
Author of the law. In so far as He has
revealed His mind and will on any
glven subject in past ages, and to the
extent that this revelation has been re-
corded, that record should end the con-
troversy. It iz glven for that very
purpose, the inspired writers being com-
missioned to Interpret the divine will
to mankind. But the Church is ad-

vancing In Intelligence and under-

.atanding, and needs the divine guld

which still hangs around Willlam the |ance at cvery atep.
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