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from young America to young Fra.nce.||
La Fayette belng but a mmere youth
when he came to this country and
placed hls ability and fortune at the
command of the struggling Republie.
But the line must be drawn somewhera
and it was drawn here. Today the
board of education was congratulating
itgelf on the position taken. Even the
members who voted affirmatlvely de-
clare they did so over their own pro-
test and say that the future will wit-
ness po more suspensions of the rule
prokibiting collectlons In the schools.
We are by no means wpposed to giv-
ing the chlldren an opportunity of
contributing to the monument in ques-
tlon, if they can be reached in some
other way than through the publle
echools. Speclal gatherings of children
for the purpose of glving them such an
opportunity would meet with the ap-
proval of many whod object to collec-
Hone of money In the dlass room.
. The idea of asking the pupils of the
primary grades and districts schools
40 contribute money solicked from|
parents or acqualntances is suggested
by #he secretary of the La Fayete
Memorial commlasion, but ¢the suggea-
tion can of course be carried ouwt only
where local condiblons and =entiment
are in jts favor.

THE OMAHA EXPOSITION.

The managers of the tranamlssissippi
exposaltion announce that the enterprise
has been a pgreat financlal success.

There is now money enough in the bank
%o pay every dollar of Indebtedness and
to return to the stockbholders a large
portion of the stock subseribed. This
fa good news to all Interested in the
welfare ofs the "Western country. It
speaks volumes for the enterprise and
public spirit of this part of our great
Republic,

The exposition has yet the remaining
part of October to run and the recalpts
are expected to be as large as at any
previous tlme. On Monday, Oct. 19, the
opening exerclses of the “Peace Jubi-
lee*’ wll]l take place. This feature of the
exposgition will last thorugh the week.
There will be shown battles, fireworks,
ballonn asgensions, <¢arfolvals, mllitary
parades and slmilar attractlons.
Wedneaday, October 12, wijll be the
"president’s day"” on the grounds and
nddresses will be delivered by President
McKinley and ex-President .Cleveland.
October 20 is set apart;we are informed,
es Utah’s day at Omaha and many of
our prominent ecitizens intend going
there for that occasion,

THF, CHNINESE SITUATION.

The chaotie eondition prevalling in
the Chinese empire, or more strictly
speaklng at the palace in Peklin, is like-

1 to hasten a crisis that has been ex-
pected ever since the nature of the
disease of the state became better un-
derstood. Only by an immedlate change
to the methods of western civillzation,
whereby the safety uf llfe and proper-
ty is assured, can 'the partition of the
country be prevented. But such a turn
is not probable; perhaps not even pos-
ajble.

The recent events at the palace are
more or less clouded In mystery, but 1t
appears, from the accounts published,
that the late emperor wasg removed at
the instigation of the dowager empress,
Tasj An, One report la that he was
poisoned, and amnother that he was
atrangled to death, while stlll another
has it that he was subjected to torture,
a 'red hot iron bheing 'thrust through
his body. The crime of whleh he-was
actuséd was that he had sHowed'sa de-
cided leaning toward CHristiapity and
that ‘ar a reault"He ‘had ‘bommittéd to.

fiacius. It is further alleged 'that he
had ordered high officlals to don Euro-
pean clothes and that he contemplated
various reforms.

It is about forty yearsz since the lady
who now is supposed ‘to rule China
commenced the intrigues that have led
her to the highest summit of power.
During that time many mysterious
deaths have occurred within the palace
walls, The story forms ah exceedingly
Interesting section of human history.

The  emperor, Hien Fung, died in
August, 1561, and by his will left the
kingdom to his six-year-old som, Tung-
che. In the following November the boy
was brought to Pekin. Plots guickly
followed the Introduction of the In-
fantile emperor Into the palace. Two
women, Tsl Tshi and Ts! An, through
Prince Kung, a brother of Hien Fung,
deposed the regents and Prince Kung
was glven high honorg In the state.

In a short time Tsi had obtained
oo-ordinate power with Tsi Tshl, the
dowager empress. She stripped Kung
of his honors for the purpose of ending
his ambitions, but after belng humbled,
he waep reinsta'ted.

In 1872 the youmg emperor had
reached his sixteenth birthday. The
empresses permitted him to marry Ah-
luta, a Manchu lady. Four months
later Tung-che announced in an edict
that the two empresses had commanded
him to assume the reins of power. ‘He
soon showed that he was desirous of
being emperor In fact, and degraded
Prince Kung, but the very next day
thelr Imperial majesty lssued a decree
restoring the fallen prince to all hig
former diznitles. It was glven out that
the youthful emperor was still fractiogs.
Rumoras sprepd at the same time that
his health was poor. On December 18,
15873, and edict appeared requesting the
empress: dowager to take personal
charge of public business.

A few months afterward the emperor
died, It has always been belleved that
he was murdered. His death was
speedlily followed by that of hiz widow,
Ahluta.

The empressea selected as the suceces-
sor Tungehe Tsai Tien. a son of Prince
Chung, who was proclaimed emperor
under the name of Kwangsu. Kwangsy
was born in 1871. He was a mere In-
fant when deelared emperor, which was
a faet convenlent to the two feminine
intriguers,

After the provinee of Il was restored
to China by the treaty of St. Peters-
burg In 1881 Empress Tsai Tsh! died.
Bhe was the mominal superfor of Tsl
An. Her [llness was remarkably short
in duratlon. Death wasg attributed tu
heart disease. In 1884 a former seg-
ondary wife of Hlenfung was In ab-
solute power, 8he deprived Prince
Kung of power and sent him into an
obscurity where he remained for eleven
YeATs. Thenceforth Prinee Chung,
father of the young emperor, and Ll
Hung Chang were waX In her fingers,

Pringe Chung dled in January., 1881
His ally, Marquis Tseng, died a few
months before. The manner of their
deaths haa been a similar secret in
China.

Kwangsu married Yehhonala, the
daughter of a Manahu general, in 1889,
She still llves. Upon the celebration

of the marrlage Tsl An announced her
retirement from active partleipation in|
publle affairs, but she ruled the youngi
emperor a8 hefore,

L! Hung Chang has always been msl
favorite and gn more than one occa-
sion he has saved his head. It was
his removal from a seat on the TBung-
li-Yamen that is sald to have precip-
Itated the palace a revolution which !
ended in the death of Kwangsu.

It Js'evident from this little bit‘or

CHinesd “history, ag given in the New*

the Mongolian empire is used. merely
for the gratification of those who by
chance, or fortune, are invested with
it, and that human life i8 counted for
nothlng, If it happens to stand in the
way of insatiable ambition. No won-
der that the people hate the dynasty
and that numerous secret socleties ex-
ist with vrevolutionary almsl No
wonder that the methods of these are
those of the assassin! When .assassi-
nation s taught from the ge-
cret recesses of the palace, the
people are sure to profit by the lesson.
In the atmosphere of tyranny, the
poisonous fungi of revolution thrive.

It is believed that the European
powers must be prepared to Interfere.
The warships of Great Britain and
other powers are already In the gulf
of Pechill or on thelr way there ,and
two of Dewey's ships have also been
ordered to Chinese waters. This Is as
it should be. If it comes to a partition
of China, the United Statez has a right
to be weconsulted. American citizens
have suffered in the recent riots at
Pekin and efsewhere. American trade
with China demands as much comsaid-
eration as that of some other powers,
especinlly Germany, and the navy that
destroyed Spain’s fleet in the most re-
markable victorles on record s a
power not to he jgnored.

e
THE OOMMISSION'S WORK.,

An Important dlspatch regarding the
action of the Amerlcan peace commis-
sioners at Paris was received last night

and modified somewhat this morning.
The former was to the effect that
our representatives bhad deter-
mined to demand the cession of the
whole Philippines group to the Unlted
ftates; the other appears in the
"News" telegraphic service today and
is In substance that the commissioners
had degided to claim the island of
Luzon and had invoked the report of
Admiral Dewey in support of thelr
¢laim, his report being that Manila
without the remainder of the lIsland
would make it necessary to maintaln
there a strong army and naval force.
This is a newspaper account, but belng
from & Paris journal, Le Gaulois, ap-
pears to have good foundation.

The two reports do not apparently
confllct, they simply vary in magni-
tude. If it should prove to be the
case that the firat one I8 correct it
would not necessarlly oppose the other,
because the demand for the group em-
tire would include the demand for Lu-
20n: but if the seecond shall be found
the proper representation of what has
been done, it will unquestlonably be
the ease that all territory outside of
Luzon is to be left as it was., It is
aimply an international action for
damages, in whleh the fundamental
1ule regarding such actlons as applled
to ingividuals obiains—one may get
less than he sues for, but he cannot
get more.

At the hour of writing, nothing fur-
thet than is herein spoken of has been
received, although indlcationg are that
the work is well in hand and going on.
It {s useless to hope or suggest or spec-
ulate; it Is all in the hands of the com-
missioners. They are Known to be
wige, cool-headed, patriotic men, and
there ean be mo doubt that the nation’s
honor and Interests will not be lost
elght of at any time It is a matter
of the mwost profound jmportance, and
we can &ll afford to walt without im-
patience for the comnsummation.

In order to understand:ifully what is
involved im the Philippine question, it
must he remembered that their.geo-

the flames the classical works of Con- York Journal, that imperial pnwer In graphleal positlon i8 such that in the



