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HE outcome of a war )¢
between  Russia ot 1,
Japan has long hoer |
v matter of Interest | '
to students of the sit-
it in the far east
Thit such 4 SUruge
tel cot ) o1
it } b Pres
dieted for 1 et (1 result |
would depend not only the future of the |
countrie Iranedd volved hut
wlao that of Ching and most of Asi
contiguous theret 1ty the pecullio
terms of the alliance between Rus
and Franes nid thi imilar provisfoy
in the agreement of Japan with Greal
Britain the probable Involving of these
two nntlor { struggle has also
been iMscursed, S a contest Lther
fore 18 not the shmple matter that would
at firgt appear, ax 8 outcome would |
ulimost certainl ffect the destinles of
the chief netions both of Asia and Eu-
rope,

In o discussion of the ble result
of such contest a conslderation of
the witlonal character of the two peos
]-;~~!‘t'>¥ fmrnediialely cond ed 1 |
teresting, On the one hand, the Jap
nege ure progressive, Nunk and oper

partaking more of the characteristics

of 0 western nation than of the very
extreme of the orlent which geograplis
feally they oceupy.

Set over agadnet this ek of concenls
ment on the part of the Jap is the ah
of secrecy that surrounds all things

In the empire of the czar,

Russgla 18 the mystery of Europe, the
unknown quantity in the world equis
tion, Pecullar in her laguage, govs
ernment, her rellglon, her literature
oven in the very structure of her sos
clety, she stunds apart from the rest of
the world, not of {1, and yel to a great
extent controlling Ity destinles, U'n
conquered in a physieal way, the spivit
of her institutions I8 uncomprehended,
Her diplomats are trained in the art
of concenling her hand even more than

wre most diplomaits It 18 her apparent
policy never Lo announce any pirt of
her programme until it is accompligh-
ed, Bhe is thu constunt enfgma 1o}

the remainder of the Buropean powers,
Thig vell of mystery extends over het
nuhitary affalr A# i result her army

while the largest in the world, I8 ””'l
least Known., Becauge of the spy sys8- |
tom extending to every part of her ims- ’

menge emplre and the cloge serutiny of
the actg of all foreigners it has been
diMoult for outsiders to learn aught of
her military establishment excepling
things of the most generl and .-«ulwn-‘
ficlal character

Aussgla haw the gredtest army on
earth, It conglsts of over 1,000,000 men
in times of peace, which may easily be

incrensed to 4,000,000 fn the event of

war, The magnitude of the czar's mili-

tary establishment may be reaized if

one conslders the fact that the Russian |
army even on o peace footing contalns

more officers alone than the American

prmy has of both offfcers and men,

It {8 an anomalous condition that this
fmmenge engine of wur s the foree
that sctunlly maintalns the peace of
Burope, 1t 18 the uneertainty in regard
to the possible attitude of Russia that
holds In «¢heck other nations Czny
Nicholus, whatever may be sald ag to
the genulneness of hisg pence protesti-

tiona, thus i unquestionably the in-

gtrument through which peace 18 mains-

titined, I
On i peace fooling, as il |.r.urm COon=

the
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per cent engineers,
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would e prepared ] L
- Ching, creating In- | hult of those that wpply, M the remaine-

physteal dizability eeond, when the
candidate s the breadwinner for a
family: third, medical men, chemists,
teachers, members of learned profess
glong, proflcients in techniedl studies,
ete, (this applies only in times of peace,
of courge): fourtl hose exempted be-
cause of specinl circumstances,  All

eRe CAUKeR sorve to ||1“|y|v'1l'. nearly

der amounts to more than the dis-
trict's quota cholee 18 made by ot
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It is impossible for the mind to con-
celve what a cavaldry of 4,000,000 means
\ LM
struggle known to modern times
Cnvoelved
nation
single side
In cavaliy

And the
in the
Russiu
pluins
Lraver

and who have such mustery ovel
result the Sluvie emplre has ale

halt

another
The

cab

ull the

the most
fiercont
wre anly about 150000 of thes

urmy,
Known of al
18 sald that every
standing like a clreus
fight In

ind  [reezing

the medical ordeal the top of the appii-
cant's head I8 shaved, If unsuecessful
the back, The rejected candidate s
truly unfortunate, He s thrust out
without ny clothing, his apparel
dumped out after him, and he is allow-
ed to dregs (n the cold, Then every sol-
dier is privileged to kick and cuff him
as o mark of contempt fér his physical
disabllity, Iven with these jndigni«
ever, the rejected are happy
enough, for have they not escaped the

tles, how
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ON QUTPOST DUTY

he Immense War Engine Controlled by the Czar;
Unique Peasant Soldiery and Wild Riders of Russia

of self, Obedience is the prime virtue,
It Is drilled Into the ¢ltizen that he ex-
ists only for the ezar,

The Russian Is gregarious in a mark-
ed degree. The communal life has ex-
isted In his villages from time imme-
morial, This sort of rough, elemental
altruiem I8 carried Into the army and
I8 I fact its distinetive spirit, It
marks the Muscovite soldler as peculs
liary It glves hini a certain stolid brave
ery which was recognized in the fa-
mous remark of Napoleon that “it is

blind obedlence, of almost slavighness,
I shown nowhere more plainly than in
the manner of the private soldier in
addressing an officer, He stands rigid-
[ 1y at “attention” with his hanG at his
cap throughout the entire conversatlion,
He never presumes to answer n quess
tion with a direct “yves" or "no.” but
with a qualified “"quite 80" or “not ex-
actly 50" He invariably uses the title
of “your excelleney™ or “vour {llustris
ousness” or “your nobility” or even
“your high nobility.”

to the ghield, Blaves never make good
fighters.  An army of them may bhe a
good military machine =o long as led,
but let thelr general be stricken down,

RIFLEMAN COF THE
RUSSIAN GUARDS
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THE JMPERIAL CHASSEURS (Dismounted)
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g0 hiarvied the = Exemptions from entering the

TYPES OF RUSSIAN SOLDIERS,

About 7 per cent of the male popula-
tion of ench distriet 18 thus taken each
year, This I8 not the holiday affair it
proves to be with our own national
guard, bhut I8 ruther serfous hushiess
The men wre conscripted, and o wooden
lock Ix ["nw| on the lexg of each, Amid
the lumentations of relatives, the con-
{ geripts are loaded Into wagons and
tuken to the nearest recruiting statlon,

Arriving there, each man st |-m’.~ws'
army | into the handg of the doctor, thence to! of any empire now In existenes, The
the military barber, If successful in

hell of the most despolic army discls
pline on earth?

Those who are accepted are the truly
unfortunate. The soldier In the ranks
receives” only about $4 per year, is
gometimes whipped to death, must give
unquestioning obedience and s inured
to a life of privations and hardships

such as are known in scarcely any oth-
er army In the world, This, however,

g not felt so much by the 8Slav as it
would by other ruces, for he haus been
used to these things from his youth
up. The mass of the soldlery Is coms
posed of the peasant, or former serf,
cluss, the members of which are illiter-
ate,  unaspiving, stolid, sglavish, but
witha!l hardy, courngénus and singular-
ly devoted, In faet, no nation on earth
has the solidarity that marks Russia,
With all its divergent elements, it is
still the most completely knit together

Muscovite is taught the submergence

—_—

and the men, having no self reliance,

‘ hecome 4 leaderless mob, ensily stame-
peded and bewildered into abgolute stus
plidity

Stealing Is so common In the Rus-

glon army that It goes unpunished for
the most part, the officers themselves |

frequently sharving in the spoils, Next

to this petty thievery--in fact, depends- |

ent upon (t—the great vice of the Mus-

oovite soldier 18 vodka, n form of rye
Whisky of the chain lghtning variety. |

Baster, Christmas and all religious and
other holldays are celebrated by proe

longed debauches, But the drinking is |

by no means lmited to these days, It
is indulged in on far slighter provocis
tions or even without provoeation at

may be regarded as a sort of perpetual
provocation,
A\ long line of goldiers will invade a
drinking place, and the first man will
| approptiate a mug, pitcher or unything

not enough to Kill a Russion soldier;
you must itiso push him over”
This habit of personul effucement, of

From oue standpoint this habit of
implicit obedlence makes the 8luy the
fdeal soldier; but there I8 o reverse slde

else that he can snateh without bel,
observed. This he conceals In his imi-l-..
sleeves until he can pass it to the n,.:,
man, In this.fashion it goes to the e l
of the line, thus rendering .lm,.m,l.
well nigh impossible, These stolen i
ticles are then sold, and with the ,.‘,‘,,.
ceeds more vodka is bought, 'l‘x.u..-‘.-;
In Russia say that the drlhklng. iy
l't‘.‘l“)'-('Il("Yllr-AKP‘l by the agents of yh,‘,
czar,  One of these, a member of the
famous secret gervice, will mingle .‘,
A gang of the men and in a loud \«.;:«;
call out: “Let's drink, comrades! The
more we drink the greater may be the
amount of taxes collected by oyp fa.
ther, the czar, The more money in kg
coffers the sooner the campalgn wi
be opened, The campalgn of horses
the campalgn of glory! Wae will n,,'
over to Berlin and beautiful v '
Who will hinder ug?"

In a ltke veln one can Imagine thesa
agents now urging their “comrades” 14
drink on the progpect of riding to p
King and Tokyo,

The most elementary amusements ara
amply satisfying to the child mind g
the average Russlan soldier. He |y
fond of musie, but it g of the mosg
rudimentary kind, 1f one learns
play two or three of the simplest melos
dles on a rude sort of instrument |y 4
in a8 great raptures as is the musio
loving German with the renderine of
Wagner by a Berlin orchestry, w

lenna,

10+
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Ing, however, {§ the popular for 1)
diversion In the Muscovite g, In
turn it enlivens the long march neo 89
the snow swept plaing or bhecon ex \
thing to stir men into deeds of daring
on the fleld of battle, These songs v
really Indescribable, Sung wity o
cullar  monotonous Intonation, Ollce
times even accompanied by l{ka
tones, when, suddenly bursting forth
from the throats of an entire "singing

brigade the etfect 18 welrd and often
thrilling beyond power of des: tiptior

The diet of the Muscovite in the i |
Is as simple a8 his amusements, 1 (4
largely vegetarian, Cabbage soup, 1o.
Latoes, peus, beans, macaroni and .
rious Kinds of porrldges are the e ipla
foods, These, with the black rye bregq
und occasionally a small amount of
meat, muke up the army fure, Yot
like the Roman soldler, who also iy i
on o vegetable diet, these men ean one
dure hardships such as the opdi ary
civilian can scarcely conceive, Tha
"moving kitchen" is one feature of 1ha
Russlan camp that is unfque and th t
i being copled by other Europ .
mies, It I8 what its name fmplies, 4
verituble Kitehen on wheels that aee
companies the army on all its march
as Indispensable as its camp equipng
its artillery and its ammunition
fact, It supplies the ammunition ¢
the human war machines, furnls
dynamic force that when releasel
time of battle {8 hurled against
enemy with terrific effect,

Russia has never been defent
the rather Inconclusive Crimean

| excepted, Steadlly, resistless)y

spread her domalng over Finlud
Poland, over Turkey, over M

: FEven the matchless genius of o

leon was unequal to the task of |
trating this human mass, No nation of

elither anclent or modern times has oy
been so unitied, so organie, No greag

all unless the hard and unattractive life | nation is go farmorth, and the north al-
| ways conquers the south, In the eve

of w world wur who can tell the pa
that these Immense and unconquer
armies of the czar may play?

J. A, EDGERTON,

——————

The Automobile Train as the Successor to the Railway:

An Invention Which May Revolutionize Transportation

" the recent automaobile
show in Parigs was ¢x-
nibited a4 new type of
witomaobile train® that
it tukes no very great
gtreteh of imagination
to belleve may mark

g new departure in
trungportation This  exhibit, which
wig easil the feature of the entird
ghow, Is ;V‘v work of Colonel Renard

who Is well known | Freneh automos

bile circles us an Invehtor and moto
enthn 1 The machine s the resull
of vears of patlent thought W 1 effort ‘
ind ) goveral featurs which nri
noteworthy, The first of these I8 that
it rung without vidl It I8 thus adapt
od to nny sort of road that 18 practicis

ble for ordiniry automohlles This In
ftself constitutes n revoigtion n pPros

14 oo
vious methads, the only prior autemo

bile trains ever contrived having beer
confined to the rall system

Byen more noteworthy than the b
wence of rall wever, 1®8 o wonderfal
coupling device 1t t enables the engl
neer Lo make every car e a curve on
thie BHMeE nre that deseribed by th
Jocomotive Itwill he rendily seen that
without some guch conlrivinee e LS
of o traln without ral would be fm

possible on neeount of the tendemey of
evory successive cur 1o draw nearer to
the center of the curve, thus preventing
nything approcching a short turn hes
i mace N narrow or crowded thor

oughfare, Withal this coupling 18 very
(mple and easily made, W hich, conglds-
ering the third featm f Colonel Re-
nard invention, miaks s wchieve
mel he morve remarKable Thin third
fouturi 0o ctad with the coup
Hng devie I a contrivance by meat

of which the locomotiy turns two
wheels on each of the cars of the train
A jointed revolyving shilt pusses long
underneath the axl trunsmitting the
power Lo the sUCCORNIVE Vet les This

shaft s sinted and unjolpted with the
same faotlity as the coupling, thus ren-

derhig the making up of the traln no |
imore dificult than joining the cars and !

connecting the aly hrakes of the trains
on ordinary ridlway

I'l new motor t e n e fol
the handling of Loth passenger ond
frelght traMo, The passenger model,
with two cara and a van for buggaKe
attuinsg n average speed of ahowt
twenty-two mileg an hour, while a mix»

ad tenin of twelve cars, mostly frelght
makes twelve miles, It 15 thought tha
the motor traln wiil prove especially
adapted to the hauling of market prod

uce, and If so It will selve a long
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standing problen I'hg welght of the
traln 18 comparatively light, one mad
up of & dozen cars befng only wbout te
tons, The expense of munufacture of
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' ed as they are fo
ul system, would he supplanted
maethods of transportation accoms-

I} lewg dirt and nolse and
marked by maore deftness and respon-
siveness to t hand of man, by ens
gines that waould be under such perfect
control that they would not require a
fouble line of Immovable ralls for thelr

guldanee, but that could be directed

rever they were wished to go, up
Wit and down dale, across the plain and
gver mountaln, carrying the pergons
ind produets of man?

In thisg age of rapid materinl devels
apmoel v dream of one generation
equuls the actual accomplishments of
the next, May It not be that in this
very Invention of Colonel Renard we
have the small beginning of a system

fthat will revolutionize our whole trans-

portation scheme? If a traln of this
slze can be mude that will so perfeclly

! respond to the will of its operators, why

cannot larger and larger ones be cons
structed?  If o speed of twenty-two
miles can be achioved with n first ins
vention why may not later develops
ments and improvements bring this
spesd up to that of the locomotive or
even to that of the yet more rapid sine
| gle automobile

When the marvelous strides made In
this department of modern machinery
ure eonsidered no prophecy that could he
made for the future ofi the motor train,
however improbable on its face, would
geem impossible of faltillment, ‘This ap-
peals to one with all the more force
vhen it 1g congldered that the real de-
| velopment of the automobile began
only seven or eight yeurs RO, It Is
( trae that some attempts toward steam

wd vehicles were ninde as long ago

(% 1824, hut thesge were soon abandoned,
ind the matter was allowed to glumber
for sevent NE The leaps and
hounds by which the autamobile has
{ ] { 1554, the vear that

the [hning of its modern devels

| oprnent, are almost beyond comprehens
| hoginn  of the aatomoblile

re of still more recent date, going

i} but Jitle i v, There are
only two ntlempts In this Hne that met
Fwith suflielent success to be worthy of
i Both of these tralng ran on

| I both, by the way, were fns-
vented In Pard One woag the work of

M. Serpollet and was operated on the
roud of the Mediterranenn company
With o clear track, it was sald that this
tridn comdd make ninety-three miles an

hour and geventy«<five even on an up
2l 'he ears weighed thirty-two
tons each, but even that great welght
was consgidered an advantage over the

locomative, which often reaches the
enormous welght of 90 or 100 tons,

Another attempt wag made In June of
lagt year on a road leading from Lyons
to Pavie. The traln consisted of three

utomoblle carriages, carrving forty
passengera ench, A normal speed of
100 Kilometers per hour wue reached, or
aboul sigty=three | Hah miles,

Isven these efforts, with the partlal
success  that attended  them, were
thought by many to herald the sup=
planting of the locomotive, What, then,
shall be sald of this later and greater
accomplahment of Colonel Renard,
which demonsirates the possibility of
dolng nway with the rallroad 1tself and
of gulding a dozen automabiles coupled
together and dolng It with the same fa-
ellity and security with which one aus
tomoblle was handled before?

The regsemblance of this the first train
ever run successrully without tracks to
the first train ever run successfully
with tracks 1a guMctently striking to
be suggestive, That was the locomotive

built by a certain George Stephenson in
England a century or more ago. It
marked the beginning of « new era In
fransportation and incidentally In hue
man progress, Does thig later invens
tion mark the beginning of unother des
parture, not as radical, of course, but
still far reaching In Its effecta? 18 the
asutomobile to drive from the highwayy
of commerce not only the horse, hut tha
locomotive and the trolley? Is the road
of steel which ns the great artery of
trade has so largely taken the place of
the old dirt road and turnpike Itself to
gve way to an Improved and perfects
ed form of the dirt road and turnpike
ngain?

Congidering the recent wondoerful des
velopment of the varlous forms of mo-
tor vehleles, where is the man hold
enough to angwer these questions in
the negative?

TRUMAN L. ELTON,

FRENCH LEAVE,

The origin of the phrase “Fre
leave" fs traced back to a custonm, bes
gun M France and Imitated In Bng-
land, eommon enough in the eighteenth
century, of going awny from a so
gilhering without taking formal le
of host and hostess, Thig I8 clear from

two extracts written in 1775, The first
{8 from Chesterfield's “Principles of Poe
Hteness," “"Ag the taking w hat I8 calied
a French leave was introduced, th
on ane person's leaving the company,
the rest may net be disturbed, looking
at your walch does what that plece of
politeness was designed to preven!

80 also Jekyll: “French etlquelies a@
precige to a degree, | will allow that
taking French leave jg easy and na!

ral; but, on the contrary, there 1§ moma
formality in entering one assembly

here than in taking the round of rouis
for n whole winter in London As 0
digelnimer to this derivation the Fren
on thelr part, have the phrase “se r°
tirer a PAnglaige' (“to take Engisi
leave™), with the same significit

MOMMSEN'S ABSENTMINDEDNESS

¢ the

There are many stories told of th
absentmindedness of the late Professor
Mommsen, the German historian. U0
then

one occaglon he was with his gon

a boy of ten, in a street car, The Jats
ter fidgeted anbout so much that the v
fessor, who was lost in thought, turn 1
gharply upon him and asked him g
name, “The same as yours, sir’” Was
the answer. The onlookers, who hl<l
grasped the position and red ognlged the
diminutive figure of the distinguished
gavant, were vastly amused. Another
instance {8 recorded when the profeess
or was dlscovered composedly re
ing Noman Inscriptions by the
a candle while hig halr was on fire.

light of




