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DISCOURSE

g4DER ORSON PRATT,

ihe Twenticth Ward Meeting
gyise, on the evening of Sun-
Fehruary Tih, 1875,

diy

guitiD BY DAVID W. EVANS.

, jeveliation that was glven in 1834.
. commences on page 292 of the
vwok of Doctrine and Covenants.

¢t verily I say unto you, I
nave decreed that your brethren
shich'tave Leen scattered shall re-
wrn o the land of their inheri-
ances,s0d build up the waste places
o« Ziow; for after much tribulation,
w1 hgve said unto you in a former
ammandment, cometh the bles-
wog. ' Bebold, this is the blessing

ehich I have promised after your
vibalstions, sud the tribulations of
ur brethren; your redemption,
qud the redemption of your breth-
»n, oven their restoration to the
wnd of Zion, to be established no
wie to be thrown down; never-
" f they pollute their inheri-

theless, 1

ixpces. they shall be '.hrr')wll‘ down,
wr [ ‘will not spare them if they
wllute their inheritances. H_«-hu]d,

«y unto you, the redemption of
Jom ‘mnst needs come by power
therefore, 1 will ralse up unto my
people a man, who shall 30'.}'1’ them
like ‘as Moses led the chikiren of
Isrnel, for ye are the chilidren of
Israel and of the seed of Abrabham,
snd ye must needs be led out ot
ondage - by power, and with a
atretehed out arm: and as your

futhers were led at the firat, even so
shall the redemption of Zion be,
Therefore let not your hearts falnt,
fur I saly not unto you as I said un-
to your fathers, mine angel shall go
sp before you, but not mf' presence;
tut I say anto ycu, mine angels
shall go before you, and also my
presence, and in time ye shall pos-
wess Lhe goodly land,”

[t is many months since I met
with the people here in this ward.

| recollect when I was here last I

partly promised to say something
sbout the redemption of Zion.
What I may be able to communi-
cale to you In relation to that great
event, fegarded as of so much im-
portance by this people, I am un-
able to say. I may not be able to
throw upon the subject any special
information ;:nom than wh?t }'D;.jl
are alread n possession of. A

that an o{ us know,and all that
we bly can know in relation te
the futwre is that which God in his
meryy reveals. The Lord under-

san the future as well as the

rast and the present, and his SBpirit
nderstands that which is te come,
wd the promise Is that that Spirit
soal) ke given to us through the
prayer of faith, so that we may be
able to comprehend in some mens-
rethe things of the future. The
wmise of tLe Savior to the anclent
ustles was, that when the Bpirit
{ truth should come he should
(uide them intoall truth, and show
i2»m things to come. That same
pirit, iImparted to the servants of
Ud in the 19th ceutury of the
_(hristian era, is just as capable of
spening up the future, lighting up
the mind of man and showing him
tvents that are to take place, as it
¥a4 the first year after the cruci-
fxion af Christ, on the day of Pen-
wost, or in any other former age
of the world—it Is the same from
temuity to eternity, and it Is just
4 needful for us as Latter-day
uints to know the things of God
2 It was for the formet-day Saints
¢ know them. The great and im=
wrtant thing with us is to exercise
uflicient faith before the heavens,
“at God may pour out the spirit of
ophecy upon us. The same faith
vill procure the same blessings,and
‘e splrit of prephecy was consider-
*{ by the ancient apostles as oune of
the best gifts, far greater toan the
3t of fongues or than the gift of
Slerpretation of longues. It wasa
pirit that wn;.flvan for the edifi-
ation of the ats of the living
nd, and the same spirit is promis-
fl o al] his servants who llve faith-
4 before him.

lwell récollect, when I was but
wout mineteen ears e[t:—f()ﬂy-
‘i years last fall—ihat believing
‘aeph Smith to be a prophet, and
whug led by the Spirit, I wenta
JUllney of two hundred miles te
Yisll him. 1 well recollect the feel-
{0%s of ‘my heart st the time. He
\nquited of the Lord, and obtained
A revelation for your humble ser-
vanf. He retired inte the chamber
l.‘r ol Father Whitmer, in the
beuse -{:«: this church was or-
Qf::ud in 1830. John Whitmer
wiedas his scribe, and I accom-
(sdled him into the chamber, for
“* iad told me that it was my pri-
Yitge to have the word of the
'Lurd; and the Lord in that revela-
“@, which is published here in
. Hook of Doctrine and Cove-
“nls, made a promise which to
5%, whien I was in my youth seem-
* 1o be almost too great lblarlmll
;--llhunbhorlm as mysell ever
Sitlain to. A tel in the
Trelation that the great of the
ol was at hand and calling upon
Wbt up my volce among the
*iple, to eall upon them to repent
‘™ prepare the way of the Lord,
¢ thet the time was near when
\*beavens should be shaken, when
o tarth should tremble, when the
%4 should refuse their shining
::" ¥ien great destructions await-
e wicked, the Lord said to
n:; ‘}ui;bb Servant — “Llftd "R
LA [ an - an
“all be given b fh.:ppow{r of the
24y Ghost.” This was » particu-
Y Wiat in the revelation that
" o me too great for me ever
S Mialn to, and “yet there was a
E"-Ih‘e command that I should do
=2 bave often reflected upon this
o Vation, and have oftentimes
!:?;lmd my heart—“Have I
~‘lied that commandment na I
:Ihl o have done? Have I sought
¢in Destly as I ought to obtain the.
_‘quf; Prop 80 as to fulfill the
it weutof heaven™? And I have
ey Lelimes to condemn myself,
of my slothfulness
haw of the that
'mldoinmhtlontothh,mﬁ
um“"' and divine gift. oer-
o bave had no inclination to
g. to'itho people unless it
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{of prayer which their fathers had

I could by reading what God has |
revealed to both alllxcient and mmﬂ;:
ern prophets, in relation to the
future, and if I have not had many
lmporugnt prophecies and revela-
tions given directly to myself, 1
certainly have derived great advan-
tage aud 7rcat edification from
reading and studying that which
God has re\'ealetl) to others; and
hence most of my prophesying
throughout my life,so far, has n
founded upon the revelations given
to others,

We are told that Zion—Lthis peo-
ple, the Latter-day Saints, are call-
ed Zion—shall be redeemed and re-
stored to the lands of their inheri-
tances, and In consequence of this
promise made to us by the Lord,
many of us have felt much anxiety
to know when the Lord would ful-
fill this great revelation, and some
perhaps who were little boys and
girl= when it was given and now
gray headed—for it is abeut forty-
two years siuce—huve not censid-
ered or reflected much about what
God has promised to do with, or
what blessings he has promised to
bestow upon, this people. In their
family prayers they have heard
their fathers pray to the Most High
to remember Zion and to redeem
Zien, and to réstore his people to
the lands of their inheritances, and
perhaps some of them have reflect-
ed upon the subject. Bome may
have thought it was merely a form

learned, without any ex tatien
of anything of the kind taking
place, and they have felt careless
about it, knowing nothing about
whether Zion was ever to Le re-
deemed or not. DBut those whe
have reflected upon the subject, and
who have made it a matter of
rayer and ot deep study, in order
o know the times and the seasons
and the mode in which God would
bring to pass this great event, have
been full of hope, expectation and
desire, and their constaut prayer
has been, before the family altar
aud in the public congregations,
that the redemption of Zion might
be brought about soon,
\We are promised that after much
tribulation comes the blessing. ‘I he
Lord says—*“1 the Lord have de-
creed a certain decree that my pee-
ple shall realize, that after their
tribulations they shall be redeemed,
and restored to the lands of their
inheritances.” Little did we sup-
when we were driven out from
ackson County, the place where
God has promised to give his Saints
their inheritances, and in the re-
gions roand about, that nearly half
a century would pass overour heads
before we would be restored back
again to that land. This long pe-
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a terrible erime it was for a man to
lay his hands on sick
ask Lthe Lord to he
then if the Lord healed the sick
should not be worthy to keep
land, but should be driven
from their homes and be deprived
of their property!

Another ressen was that, be-
sldes believing in the gifts of speak-
in tongues and healing the
we pretended to foretell future
They did not like that at
people should

bhard labor and
bave made ourselves
homes in what was formerly a
desert, and the Lord has been very
favorable to us and reall
blessed us far beyond anything we
could have anticipated when com-
ing here, and he has caused that
the seasons should be very fruitful
neral thing; and this land,
appeared ss desolate, barren,
rched up and so full of drouth,
as become a fruitful land, and the
Lord has fulfilled many and many
a prophecy recorded in Isaiah and
the Psalms of David in relation to
making the desert blossom as the
rose and making it like the
of the Lord.
and that it has keen
one can dispute, who will refleet
or a moment what the
Lord has dene since we came here
When the pioneers
reached here, ia July,1847, we went
out to what is now termed Black
Rock, over beyond the first point
of the western mountains; we went
into the lake to bathe,and we could
walk up to that rock, the water be-
ing several feet below the d
ground on which we walked
What do you now be-
old? Ten feet of water over that
round on which we walked. The
ke, sinee tl en, has been continu-
until ten or twelve feet
ve been added to it.
might naturally have supposed that
it would have fallen that much in-
stead of rising. y
the waters, which before then had
emptying intothe
from it amd
te the soil and evapor-
the heavens.
This, according to natural appear-
ances, would have a tendency
lower the streams; but with all the
use of the waters and of the streams
for the irrigation of erops
has been a continual r
Lake. We read numerous prophe-
rring to the last d
which it is said that the wilderness
should be like the Garden of Eden,
and that the desert should be made
to blossom as the rose,
should blossom abundant
rejolce even with joy and
and that they should have somgs of
melody, thanksgiving in the desert,
uote you numerous

erasnce Wwe

and unbelief, the
S ttaie ¥ understood not

therefore I was com-

no more of the
ng this thing unto
But, verily, I say un
that the Father hath com
me, auvd I tell it unto you, that ye
were separated from amon
because of their iniqg
it is because of thei
they know net of y
Isay unto
tribes hat

my werd:
manded to sa
Father concer

them, and

uity; therefore
r iniquity, that
ou. And verily,
ou again, that the other
the Father separated
from them; and it is because of
uity, that they know not
of them,”—that is the ten tribes.
“And verily, I sa
Yye are they of whom I said, other
sheep I have which are not of this
fold; them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
And they understood me n
they supposed it had been the Gen-
tiles; for they understood not that
Gentiles should be converted
through their preaching; and they
understood me not that
1 hear my voice; and they un-
tood me not that the Gentiles
should not at any time hear my
voice; that I should not manifest
myself unto them, save it were by
Ghost. But behold, ye
heard my voice, and seen
me; and ye are my sheep, and ye
are numbered among those whom
th.eAF:thar“halh' iven me.
‘And verlly, verily, I eay unto yon,
that I bave other lhegp, 'hll:’ll are ngt of

this land; neither of the land of Jerusa-
lem; neither in any

rourd about, whither

To think that
believe in that part of Lthe gospel
in the 19th century was teo much
for our enemles, and they sald—
““We can not have such people in
our midst, to corrupt our morals
and to iatro. uce the vld fashio

e that is taught in the
New Testament. We have a re-
ligion that does awa
things, it does not belleve in the
order of things that the New Testa-
ment seta forth, and yeu
that this New Testament religion
is to be enjoyed in our day; our
wives and children must not be
corrupted by it.”

These were the main reasons for
driving us, as set forth in their
rogramme,
ose days, that it was a
crime for the Latter-days to believe
in this part of the New Testament;
I really thought that, in our coun-
try, the constitution guaranteed to
us the privilege of believing the
whole of the New Testament as
well as a part; but it would seem
to be otherwise, for foity years
have passed away and we are still
disfranchised so fur as our property
We have appealed
overnment to
ghts as Amer-

their iniqu

untio you, that
It is thus

and realize
all these
to this land.

said they

I did not
now, in t

rts of that land
Xyierge i ’ bucxbeen to min-
or y of whom I s are
they who have not as vet heard '::;l:'.oiee;
neither have I at an
sell unto them.

been continuall
Lake were withhel
is concerned. used to irri
to the United States
bestow upon us our r
ican citizens. Have they done il?
Oh no; they bave referred us, how-
ever, to those persons who drove
us out of the State, supposing that
they would have the magnanimity
to restore to us our rights.
ever heard of murderers, robbers
tuining round and
restoring that to their vietims of
which they had plundered them?
I scarcely ever heard of such an
instance; there may be some few
instances in histery, but they are
y rare, in which a
repent and try to restore fourfold.
The United BStates Government
told us that we must
those who had murde
and driven us from our homes, for
the redress we sought. But we
revelation of the
Lord pretty well fulfilled—‘“You
shall be persecuted from city to
d from synagogue to syna-
gogue, and but few shall stand to
receive their inheritances.”

We were driven from Jackson

time manifested
ut 1 have rececly
commandment of the Father that I shall
g9 unto them’—these other sheep he s
ol were the ten tribes whom
he visited after he had visited the
on this Jand—*‘and that they shall hear
my volee, and shall be nombered amon
my sheep, that there may be one fold, an
herd; therefore I go to shew my-

them. And I ecommand you
that ye shall write these sayings, after I
am gone, that If it so be that my people
who have seen me,
my ministry, do not

now speakin

&e., Lthere
ise In the

and thieves

erusalem, th
and been with me
ask the Father in my name, that
receive a knowledge of
Ghost, and also of the ot
they know unot of, that these sayinegs which
ye shull write, shall be kept and shall
manlfested unto the Genliles,”—that la,
they should come forth In the latter days,
manifested unto the Gentiles as it has been
great nation—‘‘that th
folness of the Gentiles, the remnant of
their seed who shall be scatiered forth u
on the face of the earth, becanse of
unbelisf, may
brought to a knowled
deemer. And then will I
from the four
then will I falfll the covenant whis

&o. I might
r:rpul to
, robbed | Psalms of David relating to this
subject, but I have net ti
want to pass along to some o
have had the
Notwithstanding all these favors
and blessings since we came he
we have had to wear ourselves out,
has been the labor we have
rform. We could not go out
reakfast and cut and haul

of me, their Re-
ther them in
uartera of t

riod of tribulation, and the disper-
slen from our homes and Inheri-
tances, have been the cause perhaps
of a great man{ geoing down te the
grave without having the opportu-
nity and privilege of returning te
participate in the blessings that
were promised. Now, it would be
a source of comfort and consolation
to those who are still living, to
whom this promise was made, if
they could be sssured In their own
minds that they would live here in
the flesh to behold that day. But
Jet me say a few words Ia relation
tethis. We need not ex t, from
what God has revealed, that & very
great number of those who were
tIih;m in tuhlohchurcl; and iW':]O wer?
riven, w ave the rvl.egoo

return.fn; to that ln.nd.p We need
not expect anything of the kiad.
“Why not?” inquires one. use
the Lord informs us that but a few
of those who were then driven out
should stand to receive their inheri-
tances. We read this, or indica-
tions thereof, in several revelations,
the language being something like
this — ““You shall be persecuted
from synagogue to synagogue and
fromn city to city, and but few shall
stand to receive their inheritances.™
Now if a great portion of those who
were driven out should live and
they should be restored back again,
they might afterwards say—*This
does not seem to agree with the re-
velation, here sre pretty much all
that were driven out.,”” DBut this
will not be the case. When you
come {o count up, a few years
hence, those who were driven forth
from that land, you will find that
they will be very few indeed; there
will, hawever, be some out of that
number, but only a very few. There
will be some that will live to be-
hold that day, and will relurn and
receive their inheritances, they and
their children, grandehildren and
great grandchildren, according to
the promise.

We have a special promise in re-
lation to that land given to us as
Latter- Baints, a promise which
I believe I have formerly repeated
in this house. It was first given on
the 2nd day of January, 1531, ata
general conference of pretty much
all the Salnts who lived in the
State of New York, held in the
house where the Chureh was first
organized. The revelation was
given in their presence, written by
a scribe as Lthe sentences fell from
the mouth of the grophet Joseph.
Among the great things then made
known was the following—*‘I hold
forth and deign to give to you
greater riches, even a of
mise, a land upon which tgem
shall be no curse when the Lord
shall come; and this is my cove-
nant with you, that I will give it
unte you and unto your children
after you, for an ever g inher-
itance; and you shall pessess it in
time and possess it again in eter
nity, never more to pass away.” If
 there are any strapgers here I will
say, for their information, that this
ht‘:om-n'hy“ call that land
a land of promise. And though we
have been deprived of it now for
upwards of forty years, some of us
hold deeds for pertions of it which

tothe U States officials, who
sold it to us at the government
rice, but :‘: were not permitted to
You may think QE‘- a curl-

thing in this (great American
Ous Sblict ome of e most liberal

in the State of Missouri
in the Fall of the year 1833, and
three or four months after that
event the revelation was given
from which I have read this
tract, promising that, after much
tribulation, we and eur children
after us should be restored to the
lands of our inheritances.

Have we had much tribulation?
Yes. l.ook at the man
have been driven since t
tiom was given.
out of Cia
Kirtland,

a load of wood, as we could in
Jackson County; we could not go
t in one day three or four
les to fence our
in places where
we formerly resided. But we had
pend amn immense amount of
labor, and a great deal of capital and
means was expended in workin
p into these difficult
c;nlln ﬁr?or to get t!mbc‘t:g
ng and fencing purposes,
Then we had to stop
to take the littls amoun
allotted to each m:n or

as eponomically as possble
in order to bring our erops to ma-
turity. This excessive labor has
worn many out, and sent them
to untimely graves. It is a marvel
that we have been able to
build school housesd and eduestoht;\l:r
children Iin any degree, especially
when considering the vast labor
thut has been required of them,
toc grow
have been at
have had to be in
the mountains herding sheep

at work irrigatin
der all these multiplied difficulties,
it is certainly astonishing Leyond
measure, that the
out all the settle
Territory have been able to bulld
sehool houses and to educate Lheir
children, but the fi

the Father.
loads of logs and
farms as we coul

We were driven
County, then out of
Geauga County, now
called Lake County, Ohie; and
after that we were driven from
from Daviess
County, Ray County and several
other surroundin
State of Missouri, and finall
pelled from the BState, leaving a
great many thousand acres of land
for which we hold the deeds to the
After that we settled
in the state of Illinois, in Nauwvoo.
We were there but a few years
when the Prophet, his brother and
others dw!em klld
were driven, an
ty muin with th
peo Now, whoever heard of
one part of the United States mak-
ing treaties with another part of
the United States? Or who ever
le in one part of
ng a treat

counties in the

&

laus been hated? Have they been

t day.
P e 4 t and trodden under foot?

g

up and ought to ns
school, they y t-onglhﬂn{andtherm come
unto yo:nut‘;l.:‘n:“duy whal.;h.; Gentlles
m
pel tanulneg in
romised to bring forth unto
shall be lifted
de of their hearts above
and above all the
" —you ecan ju

there was a trea

.? In the
natlons,
le of the whole

whether this
is true or not so far as tho Am
Is concerned—*‘and shall be
maoner of lyin

pq:l: th h-
ments of Ugh
heard of the
the country mak
the people in another pa
treaty was in words like this—‘“Yeu
must leave all the States of the
Union, you must net stop this side
the Rocky Mountai
beyond the Rocky
you will do this
peace, but we wil! take
and lands and occupy

out remuneration, we will not pay
you for them; but if you can get|ihere
away without selling your property
and you will agree to go
the Rocky Mountains you may

E!

B
ir gootfhnd:d‘n'
uire as an edu-
le under the circum- | |

have accomplished
any other people come to this des-
ert wild and undertaken to culti-
vate the soil the;

22

ou must go
{)untails; ir

eould not have
would have broken up;
d; not h:lvo boe‘n unloln
enough among any class of people
on the face of the American conti-
nent to accomplish what the Latter-
ts have accomplished in re-
desert.

otherwise we will kill you."

What were the
we were accused

crimes of which

e w  ——— e = A~ ——

mrm.x-mmmma:i
gwcll'mmmgtbenhm.dml
mmhermycaﬁsmnlw I bave made
unto my people, O house of Isrsel, and
I will g my gadpel unto them.” Now
then, we are herd in this land, the house
of Israel are seatiered all around ue,come
in the t basin, some In Arizona, some
in Idaho, some in'Colorado, some in Mon-
some ln ene place, some io aoolber;
Irefer to the American Indlans, ugrcu-

nanis of Joseph and

house of Itmiphmym;e

degraded in ¢ ence of ﬁal?ul
A

This people—the tlo-dnhdd&hh. Lefore
they can ever retum to

places of Zion and receive their luherit-
ances In Jackson |County, Missouri, have
got to exert thewmdelves bring the rem-
nants of Joseph {0 a knowledge of
truth. We have not made any very
exertions In this direction unto the
ent time. The has given us time
since he brought thie fulness of the gos

from among tiles to Jay a founds-
tion so that we commence this mis-

iis

slonary work In { of and among the
remnants of J We have got the
m::’dluon hl;ll. ‘:na sw

man was, villages,
rorl}o:’l‘c fom! h:.i.l:ud nm' north -&
south; we have got our farms fenced and
our water ditches dog, and we have begun
to prosper In the:jand that now, I
think, is the time for wake up our
minds in relation to the scattered remnants
of Lthe house of Isrmel. “‘Behold, then I
will remember my ¢ovenant which I have
made unto my people, O house of Israel, |/
and I will brin nymﬂ untio them."

It seems that the ls working
that m?ple and be Is determined
prophecy shall he! fulfilled whether we
take It in hand or ngt. What do my ears
hear! What do nil hear? Messengers
are visiting theee wild tribes in the basin,
of miloa spast, Thoes mersengers ccuse
e [ come
to them, and they km:rn Jan-

in great j ness, and fall them
Thal to 4o thiy {tell thein to repemt
of thelr gins and to be baptized for the
remission Lthereof; lell them alse tocease
roaming over the country and to cultivate
the land; tell them fo hunt up the elders
of this church and récelve the ordinances
under their hands. " :

Who are these messengers? Read the
Book of Mormon and yen will find what
God promised to do for the remmnants of
J h fourteen hundred years ago,about
the e that most of them were becom-
lnglcked and corgnpt. The Lord said
w their record should come forih In
the latter days that B would send his mes-
sengers to them, among ilhese mes-

he men Hmsonm who
lived some eighteen hun yeara ago,
three of the Twelve ‘who were chosen on

be
this land. The made a mw
these three that they should

as hely mesaengers in the latter days, for
and in behalf of the ry ts of the house
of Israel, which showid fall into a low and
degmaded i:o:ddll!m in emu?‘qm“o{h telln
great wickadness apos r
ancient fathers: t.l:.:t;!;1 should be In-
struments In his 1d these
remunants to the kngwiedge of the truth.
We hear that Lhese msssengers have coine,
not in one instance afpne, but in many in-

bundgmuuﬂn &ohd'“il_llm‘ of the chu
and t re ; & person came
to us, he spoke in our language, instructed
us and told us what o do, and wo have
come In order to with his require-
ments.” 5

Perhaps you may eoquire—*“May not ||
this great work, the redemption of these

Indian tribes, take plsce after we have re-
turned to our in " No doubt |

arder to prove this I read what Jesus
has sald further on subject. Alter
having foretold & -l:t.l.er s that

"“‘,ﬂ-‘ ys our
Lord and Ba also of

the covensut and be’ numbered amoun
ibmao! the remmant gf Jacob unto whomm
bave given this land for their inberit-
ance.” ) b4
A great many bavg desired to know
what this means. Are you Mormons go-
ing to be numbered with them and wan-
der about wilh them lo these mouatalns
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laces from which we were expe
? If any of our
fullty of breaking
n the power of
bring us before their courts of jus-
ti for in all these
held all the civil offices in their
own hands. But they very well
knew that, #e far as the laws of the
country were concerned, they could
net reach this people. Why?
couse we were mot gullty ef the
transgression of any of their laws.
When we were driven from Naa-

le had been
laws it was
our enemies to

places they

leave wllhth.-d'nhody
of the Saints. We walked over the
river on the joe and
and :‘uam about in
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