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snin the grave or leaning lohlodon thelthir0 staffs foforderyfori veryery
age i

there is parley Pratt jun who has just spoken
I1 remember the day of liishis birth very wellborweliwell for
his mother died the day helie was born andaud I1 atten-
ded lierher funeral I1

now he liashas grown to be a man and I1 rejoice
to hearbear him bear testimonylony of tilethe work of god
in connection with the oher0 her young brethren it
does good to see them coming onoil to the
stage of actionfiction I1 realize that tilethe kingdom of our
god of which we are members is only in its in-
fancy although we look upon it as being great
compan d with what it has been

it commenced like ha small mustard seed but
it haslias gradually increased until the birds begin to
rodtodlodetodee in its branches and yet itis but small com-
pared with what it is to be we llave hadbad many
symbols and figures presented to our miminds to il-

lustrate the growth and increase of the
of god and I1 will here say inid respect to its beinbeingI1like the comparison made by daniel it answers
thetile figure very well only instead of it louingrobillro lill
down hill it has come up hillhillintointo thothe totopsEs

of tilethe
ingyincymountut inains and I1 do hope and piplayay thatt it may
continue to grow and increase in strength and illin
power that when it rolls down hill it may bgo
with mighty power and accelerated speed that ifit
ma notnoibotpot require so much toil labor and fatigue
lo10 carrycatryAliehe kingdom from the mou isains as it
did to bring it up

I1 have uano fears inid regard to the increase ofor
this kingdom andana I1 may also add that I1 never
had anyan only so far as concerned the weaknesses
and frfrailtiesailhll ties of martamortalitylity I1 hope we may all
purs nethebethe course laid down forforusus by the ser-
vants of the lord for if we do this I1 know that
we shall be safe in this world and secure happi-
ness and exaltation inin the world to come

there aiealeare a few thoughts that I1 wish to present
to the congregation touching one principle that
has been alluded to by the brethren namely in
regard to following the instructions and counsels
of those who lead us I1 have reflected much
upon thistirs subject and I1 contend anat there is oneupon
principlep by which the lord leads liishis servants
and if we arearo faithful theytiley will lead us in the way
oc0 life and in asus much as we havellave failla to be
lieve in their instructions in tilethe teachings ofor tilethe
hoihotholyy spirit through them we are always in the
safe path and shall be sure of our reward

you take a shepherd for instance and accordingcardingac
to the ancient practice we learn that they always
went forward and prepared the way so that there
could be nonodadanserilerlleriier in advance but what thetile shepshee
heldheid would learn of in time to save the sheep KR
they are allowed to run by the shepherd thetile
wolves arebre apt to catch them and destroydestros them

f alidand the very moment that meirmin in this kinghingkingdomOT
attempt to run ahead or crosscress the path of ttheirar
leaderleaders no matter iuin what respect the binommoment1 t
they do this they are in danger of being gujuinjurede
bvby the wolves

this is a subject upon which I1 have thought a
great deal and I1 have gained a little useful know-
ledge during my experience by watching the con-
duct of men and I1 have never in my life known
aittoiit to fail that when men went contrary to the
counsel of their leaders neither in the days of
joseph nor of br brigham but theytiey alwaysalways be-
came entangled aandd suffered a loss by so doing

now whatever I1 might have obtained in the
shape of learning by searching and study re
spooling the arts and sciences of men whatever
principles I1 may have imbibed during my scienti-
fic

entiL
K researches yet if the prophet of god should

1 tell me that a certain principle or theory which
I1 might have learned was not true I1 do nothot care
what my ideas might have been I1 should consider
ismy duty at the suggestion of my file leader to
balabandonbaiidon that principle or theory SUPPOsupposingShIg helie
were to say the principles by which you are
goyergovernedned areara not right that they were incorrect

L whwhatatwouldwould lebe my duty I1 answer that it would
be my duty to lay those principles aside andioand to
take up those that might be ludhud down by the
servants 0 I1 god

I1 have seen men in the days of joseph bring up
principles and read and teach and advocate theo-
ries when the prophet would say iiit Isis not right
to do so theytirey are not true those men would

maintain their position and they would
write in defence of their theories when the pro
alietphet condemned them and they would say we
have no faith illin your theory nor iuin the system
yonson present

the veryviry moment a mianman does that lie crosses
J thedath of the servant of god who is set to lead

theihotho way to life and salvation this is one thing
eliat the elders should carefully avoid thetha fact

r is there are a great manymans things taught in the
Y

building up of this kingdom which seems strange
to us being contrary to our traditions and are eat-

nto try memen br joseph used a great many
methodsnieth of testing the integrity of annmnm n and he
taught a great many things which in consequence
of tradition required prayer faith and a testimony
from the lord before they could be believed by

to many of the saints his mind was opened by the
visions of the almighty and the lord taught him
manya things by vision audand revelation thathat were
never taught publicly in his day for the people

fet couldbuld not bear the flood of intelligence which god
poured into his mind

af how was it in that day in reference to manmanyy
things that were taught and practicedpractised 7 all was

y not revealed at once but the lord showed the
prophet a principle and the people actedacter upon it

f ing to0o the light which they had all tilethe
3 perfect iouslous and glory of it whiswas not revealed aatt

first but as fast as it was reverevealerrevealedalea the people en-
deavoredP deavoboredred to obey

I1 will bring up one thing which will show that
theibe position I1 take is correct viz baptism for

etlinthe dead when that was first revealed we rejoin
a0 ciudinrmci edin it and as soon as we had an opportunity we

bp raif to be baptisedbaptizedsed for our dead a maninan would
belie bubeasedsea for both male and female

1 thethi moment I1 heard of it mmyy soul leaped

withath J it was a subject in which I1 felt deedeep-
ly stedsied I1 ventwent forward and was baptisedbaptizedsed
for all relatives I1 could think of both
male and ferfemalenale as did others but afterward we
obtainedobaobaininededmoremore light upon the subject and presi-
dent young taught the people that men should
atteattendattenajid to those ordinances for the male portion
of0 f their dead friends and females for females
this showed thehe order in which those ordinances
should be administeredministeredinistered which ordinances had
before been revealedreveajed endena shows us that we are in
a school where we shall be constantly learning

this revelation in ionnlonnconnectionedtion with the revela-
tion and vision concerning the three glories gave
me more joy and consolation than any revelation
I1 ever read and I1 had a great desire to obey it

I1 was taught frfromim my childhood that there
was one heaven and one hell aud was told that
tilethe wicked all had odeone punishment and tiletiie
righteous one glory thatt tiletiie grey headed sinner
who had spent his days in wickwickednessdil ss debauch-
ery and murder would go to hell suffer ever

torments and that the youth but sixteen1

years of ageaga who had not been religious would
go to the same helltell suffer the same kindkiad of tor-
ment and for thetiie samefame length of time and that
jesus and the apostles and ailall men who had suf-
fered death for thetiie testimony which they bore
for the kingdom of god and the works of right-
eousnesseor would have the same glory and no more
than tilethe presbyterian deacon in kentucky with
his hundred negroes who had never made a sacri-
fice in his life but had been full of this worlds
goodgoods but he was a professor of religion

I1 never did believe a word of this doctrine a
day since I1 was born and I1 am sure that I1 never
did before and whenwilen I1 read the vision and was
taught the principle of the baptism for the dead
it enlightened my mind and gave me great joyjoys
it appeared to me that thetile god who revealed that
principle unto man was wise just and true pos-
sessed both the best of attributes and good sense
aandnd knowledge I1 felt liehe wasyas consistent with both
love mercy justice anandd judgment and I1 felt to
love the lord more tthaniantan ever before in my life

I1 never was satisfied with thlethe doctrine taughttaugh
by thetile sectarian world upon this subject in iny
life and hence I1 felt to say hallelujah whenwilen the
revelation came forth revealing to us baptism for
the dead I1 felt that we had a right to rejoice inin
the blessings of heaven I1 felt whenwilen I1 first
learned of the justice of god iuin relation to hib

rewarding allmen according to their deeds that
such a god was reasonable an idd I1 felt I1 could
worshipip SUsuchch a god and I1 was justsonjust so when I1
heard ofa baptism for filethe dead

there are thousands and millions who never
had the privilege ofor being baptisedbaptizedsed for themselves
and hence never ought to be punished for not
obeying a law which they never heard how
did we feel when we first heard the living could
be baptisedbaptizedsed for the dead we all went to work
at we hadbad landwereand were
baptisedbaptizedsed for every body we couldcoula think of with-
out respect to sex

I1 went and was babaptisedpoisedsedsel for all my friends
grandingrandmothersothers and aunts as well as those of thetile
male sex but how was it why by and bye it
was revealed through thetile servants of the lord
that females should be baptisedbaptizedsed for females and
matesmales for males but the full particulars of this
order was not revealed till after the davs of
joseph therefore thistilis shows an adadvancevanceL in the
building up of the kingdom the gathering of
israel and the warning of the nationationsinsirs of the
earth

you will see an advance in a great many
things for the lord will open the mind of br
briham11 and lead him into many principles that
pertain to the salvation of this peopeopleP e and we
cannot closeloseiose up ouroar minds and rsayy thathat we will
go so faroar and no farther this we cannot do with-
out jeopardisingjeopardizingising our standing before god

Wwithith regard to crossing the path of any man
wwhoho may be appointed to lead us I1 will say we
never should do it and I1 do not care what our
feelings and views may be upon the subject as
far as our traditions and education is concerned

if god has anything to reveal liehe will reveal it
to that man who stands atthe head now here

I1 is the quorum of the twelve apostles we cannot
bring fortforti a new revelation for the guidance of
thithis1s people while the arst presidency are here
forr theraer u isis 11no0 other plan no other system1 by
which to guide and govern menmai in this kingdom
only that which has been established by the
revelations of god in tiletiie order of his church
and kingdom and that is for the head to lead
counsel and govern in all dispensations iniq which
thetho will of god is revealed to man

I1 wish to say a few words to the missionaries
to those who are goingjoing abroad to preach the gos-
pel of christ I1 want to give you a word of ex-
hortation Qandadd counsel brethren that is whenever
you are in doubt about any duty or work which
you have to perform never proceed lo10 do any
thing until you go and labor in prayer and gegett thetile
holy spirit wherever tilethe spirit dictates you to
go or to do that will be right and by following
its dictates you wilwll come out achtright

we shall be brought to many places during
our career in the ministry among the nations of
the earth where we may consider a certain
course of procedure to be right but if we do not
know it will be better for us to go0 before the lord
and ask in faith that we mamayy be instructed in the
way of life

I1 will take the liberty of saying that it is your
privilege brethren to get the mlmind

ki
nd and wwilljit of the

lord in relation to your duties while abroad
among the people and it isalio the privilege of
the whole people whowiio are called israel to obtain
thetha revelations of the holy spirit to guide them
in every duty in life whatever position a man
may stand in it is his privilege as a saint of god
to enjoy this blessing and a man who understands
himself will not move without the operations of
that spirit to lead him

brethren as the order of tilethe day is short ser-
mons I1 will not detain you longer but I1 will say

thattint I1 am happy to be with you and my soul does
rejoice in the things ofgodfoyGod for I1 feel that I1 have
been fed init mynik mind not only todayto day but yester-
day and all through the conference and I1 do feel
thattint we of all men have the greatest reason lo10
rejoice for the lord has committed unto our
hands the gospel of jesus christ the way of life
and salvation we cancau walk into this tatabernaclebernacle
and our places of worship and slugsing and pprayray and
preach and praise the lord with none to molest
us

we callcan plant and build and eat and inherit
those things which god has figivenivenivea us in peace
and quietness forlor these things we should feel
thankful and feel in our hearts to acknowledge
the hand of god therein

the truths and revelations which have been
inmadeadeado known unto thistilis people for their salvation
and exaltation and glory and for the salvation of
all men both the eivirlivingg and the dead are of great
value and worth unto aft and unto all men if they
would receive them we are the only people to whom
this holy gospel priesthood and covenants have
been committed in our day and we shall be held
responsible for tilillthee use we make of it

then we should be dili-gentdiligent and faithful in
offering thitthis greatpreat salvation unto the children of
men and in building up Zio nand the kingdom
of twourt w god we should also be careful to strictly
obey the voigevoice of our heavenly father and theth-e
voice and counsel of his servants who are set
to lead us which may the lord enable us to do
waich I1 ask in the name of jesus christ amen
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I1

Brethrellbrethren and sisters it is a pleasure to me to
havellave the privilege of addressing you flomfrom this
stand it has been a pleasure to me this morning
to listen to the interesting and eloquent discourse
of br mills it is a pleasure to mame at all times
to hear the principles ofbf our holy religion dwelt
upon by the elders of israel and although I1 am
but a very indifferent speaker myself yet I1 believe
it to be a fact that thetile elders of israel who live
their religion shouldrhoul dhavehave continually sufficient of
the holy spirit in their hearts to some few
remarks that may be interesting to our brethren
and sisters

the principles of gurpur holy religion are near and
deardear uunto11 to me there are lloitono other principles under
heaven that give me joy and satisfaction but those
principleprinciples which are connected with tilethe great
plan of salvation as has been revealed in these last
caysrays falifaltallail of my hopes and desiredesires are based upon
and connected with the principles of the gospel of
salvation the joyful anticipation of a glogiogloriousrionsrious
resurrection and exaltation surely ought to inspire

heart and it is constant and
constant theme to order my life and direct my
energies in such a way that I1 may secure unto
inmyselfy r the smilesamiles and approbation of my heaven-
ly I1fathert her it is my continual aiatoto carry out
the counsels and requirements of the servants of
the lord who are placed lierehere to carry out his
purposes in establishing

11
hisbis kingdom

I1 am thankful my brethren and sisterssf that i-
am

l-
am a latter day saint and that
took hold of me before I1 became thoroughly train-
ed in the traditions of thethem world I1 am thankful
that my mind was sed at tilethe time I1 heard
the principles of the everlasting gospel and that
I1 had aheart willing to obey its requirements and
I1 am more thankful that I1 have had the privilege
of being gathered with the saints of the most
high in these valleys

ever since I1 first obeyed the gospel I1 have hadad
a constant desire to be with tilethe body of tilethe
church and not quartered in the world among
the wicked and uriurlungodlyodly and this has been my
happy privilege yet I1lamiamam confident that I1 do latnotlot

todayto day fully appreciate thetiie great blessings I1 hahaveve
derived irom being so closely associated with the
servants of the most high god

I1 am aware that very many who have embraced
this religion been baptisedbaptizedsed for the remission of
their sins have faltered in mviny
with the latter day saints I1 havehav observed that
different principles and dimmdiffmarentdifferent ideas have been
in tilethe hearts of tilethe saints when they have obeyed
this gospel I1 know that very many have obeyed
ahethe truth because they feared to do otherwise I1
have several to
jesus christ for fear they would displease god and
bring condemnation upon themselves I1 have
known some to be baptisedbaptizedsed for the remission of
their sins whenwilen theytiley had their doubts as to the
truth of 1 and those doubts have
remained to the present

i
day some have embraced

I1 mormonism with the secretsecret hope that it was not
true

for my own part I1 believed it was true and
would not have it any other way I1 saw beauty
and order in it and something that would bring
mome substantial enjoyment and I1 thank my father
that I1 am ableabla to bearbar this testimony tonytomytodayto daydas that
mormon is truefruetrue and ifit has brought me all the

blessings which were promised me when I1 embra-
ced it

I1 recollect very well when I1 first embraced the
gospel that there was a family in the neighborhood
who became very much concerned in relation to
mormon ism as it was called which was then

being preached in that region they were afraid
it was true they were afraid they wouldwentd be con-
vinced of its truthhandand that it would seriously in-
terfere with their long established notions and
convictionsconvictions and perhapserha it would take them from
their homesteads audandd bibring upon them reproach
and persecution they could not bring their
minds to consent to go into the waters of baptism
yet they harayhardy dared to reject what seemed to be
the vovocevoicece of truth one time the old gentleman
went into the woods aniand asked the lord if diormor-
monism was true and after an absence of a few
minutes lieho returned and said wife 9 mormonism

iskish true oh dear said she 1I was BOso afraidit
was

some who embraced mormonism under those
circumstances I1 believe are those who are now
leaving our midst I1 cannot for a moment be-
lieve my brethren and sisters that individualsballs who
have been firmly rooted in the gospel and lived
according to tilethe requirements of the same will
now forsake it and go from the midst of the
saintssu ants

I1 observed on one occasion before a congregation
in thisthi city that I1 believe that the individual that
went forth from the sainsaints4 saying unto his breth-
ren and sisters that he believed 1 ImormonismvIor monism was
truerue but that he could not live inthe valleys was
as deceitful as the devil but those that came outut
frankly and said they had lost their faith inih
1 mormonismMormonism I1 had reason to believe they were
less criminal in their intentions and inill their going
forth from among this people there is a great
variety of causes thateliat lead to apostasyapostacy among the
saints of the lord cef as I1 before intimated I1 do
not believe that those who embrace for
the love of the truth and because they glory in
it and the principles of salvation and eternal hap-
piness which it promises beyond tilethe grave willwilf
ever apostatize such indindividualsI1 visuals I1 do not believe
will ever depart from the reltrell ion of the lord

I1

jesus christ it is only those who0 have embraced
mormonism with fears and have cherished those
fears from the day of their baptism up to the
present time and when the reins of government
or justice and are drawn round us they
begin to feel that their freedom is curtailed and
theirheir privileges trampled upon andana thus they are
constrained to go forth to mingle with the beggarly
elements of the world where they ought to have
mmaremainedined

I1 do not intend to0 o judge my brethren and sisters
unkindly by iffy views are not correct they can
easily be corrected and I1 shall be quite satisfied

I1 mean to live the religion of the lord jesus
christ better and better than I1 ever have done and
I1 mean to live nearer and nearer unto my god
than I1 ever havellave done since I1 have been aaJLlattersitter
day saint and in this way I1 hope to secure
enough of thetha power of god to bobe an eternal
barrier against apostasyapo stacy

my prayer is todayto day my brethren and sisisters
that the smiles and approbation of our 1fatherther in
heaven maygay rest down upon us thailethat we may be
kept fromfrow apostasyapostacy sin and temptation that wewa
may learn to live ourout religion and kekeepe p the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god and be saved in his presence
which I1 ask in the name of jesus christ
amenarhon
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I1 am glad to have the privilege of speaking
uponon those principles that pertain thourto ouroun holy
religionea and tha tapply to us as a people I1 rejoice
in the prospects that lie before uss in the kingdom
of god and I1 feel that there never was a people
who had greater reason to rejoice than the people
who have assembled totogetherether in these valleys of
the mountains

the blessings of the lord our god seem to
be extensiveextensivelyli spread before us and to invite our
attention and due consideration to me it seems
that all we have to do is to live fortheforleefor the blessings
th-atthat are in store for the faithful and live so
to merit those that are daily beeingfing bestowed
upon us

the work of reformation has commenced
among usits and I1 hopebope it will never cease its oper
actions and effects until we are sanctified before
the lord perfected in his wisdom and knowledge
clothed with his power and enjoy the blessings
that we have already received from his hands
and until we receive even a falnessfulness Althoaithoalthoughligh
many of us have been in the church for many
years and sat under the instructions of the pro-
phet and apostles of the most high yet not-
withstanding this we stinksunk into a state of lethargy
and drowsiness but within the last few months
we have been roused by the voice of his servants
to the work of reformation and improvement

does not the lord remember us we clearly
see that he does and liehe has interposed in time totl
save us we undoubtedly feel more or lesslesi the
effects of the power of the adverseadversaryy doubtless

i feel the effects of the late adveradversity and our
common benamy rs lurking in the papathth to
meet us at everylevery corner we turn tuk

I1 believe if ever there wasavas a time when the
saints of god really needed to be watchful prayer-
fulfulfui and careful it is13 at the present time weive
have learned much from the instructinstructionsionsinns which
have been aliniceAlgiven and there is yet much to learn
we may stillinaveinivehavehive our faultfaults our weaknesses
and follies but in my reflections taking mymyselfself
into the account viewing thinesthings as they passpas3 be
fore me I1 have concluded that we are yet far
very far from being perfect far from being one
in christ jesus

we hayehavehanebutbut little of the knowledge of god as
yet we have just a little foretaste of the thinthinsthingss
of the future butut that foretaste of things to come
should prompt us to diligence and faithfulness
WPVP may say that we are almost full of the intel-
ligence of heaven but yet that intelligence only

1

benefits us to att very limited extent and therefore
we do not have the knowledge of god as weve
might have if we were to carry into practice the
eeprinciplesr1 1sciples revelations and inspruinstructionschions that have
beene n poured out upon us but at present we are
short of being what we should be and what we
must be in order to enjoy the blessings which
god intends lo10 bestow upon his people

ilehe says except we are one we are not his
I1 will ask the question can we say that we are
really one that we are one in christ jesus one
in faithfalth one in hope and one in liiitiinterestferestterest andanil
does that feeling of0 oneness affect us in a manner
so thatbat we can daily come together in thehe unity
of the spirit aandn d maintain confidence towards


