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- stance I any irotlee attached to the
i contestant' depositions. No other

notice to take depositions appears
la the record, or wu e-re- r eerTed,
excepting only under wnJch
t he depositions of O. D. Handy, on
page 9, and of J. B. McKean. on
page 12 of the record, were taken.
That notice did not aUtelhe name
.of the officer before whom the de-

position was to be taken. On tbal
, ground Mr. Cannon's counsel ob-
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Tnftmas uammon. Minted on pages
13 to 17 of the Record, io not pur-
port to, have been taken pursuant
to any written notice; nor do they
show ' exactly when they were
taken. Thev appear to have been
tatrn ltefn the Oth and 28th
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days of December, 1872. --For the
notary' public date tola certificate
on the day last mentioned; and on

"
page 13 Mr. Witcher says that be
served the notice to take these

on the 20th of Decem-

ber upon frank Til ford, one of Mr.
Cannon's attorneys, who had pre-
viously Informed bin that be was
authorized to accept such notice.
But Frank Tilford, a witness for
the sitting member, testifies on
page S3, that the notice served
upon him by Mr. Witcher was a
verbal notice, that It: was not ac-

cepted by him as sufficient; that he
- did not then nor at any time waive
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any of the rormaiiuee or nonce re-

quired by the act of Congress, nor
the time required by that act; that
hforo this time he had more than
once informed Mr. Witcher, indi
rect language, that he would not
waive on pehalf of Mr. Cannon
anything required in the notice by
the act of Congress; that this In--

na .(.ail t ,, Air.
Witcher in answer to his re-

quest that he (Tilford) would
enter into a stipulation to take
testimony upon less than the statu
tory notice. There was no eroes-M&- ml

nation of anv of these last- -

named witnesses. To the next de
lation, which is that of Abraham
Tavior. commencinz on page 17 of
the Record, objection was mode on
the ground that no notice of taking
the deposition bad been servea on
pie sittingj member. The next
witness -- for the contesiani is v.
Mansfield, whose ; deposition com-
mences ou pae 23 of the lleoord,

, Thia deposiUon was, like Mr.
Handj's, (page 9,) taken before W.
P. Appleby, a register in bankrupt-
cy. The same objection was made

, to this deposition as to that of Mr.
Handy. And, besides, it was
stipulated (see page 23) that objec-
tions miirht be , taken by either
party to any question or answer at
anv time before the hearing before
the committee to this witness or
anv other witnesses hereafter ex--
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On Monday, 'March 53, 1874, by
virtue of the stfpulationthe sitting
member served on the contestant
and filed with the committee his

- objections to all the questions and
all the answers In each and every

. one of these dpositious. j .

;These" various objections applyto and exclude all of the depositions
offered by the contestant, without
a staele exception. , ; ; I

iiiens IS) ituviisiunr, uu auiuiaawic
in this case Introduced onEroof the contestant. 'There is no

proof tending to establish any; of
the grounds of contest specified : in
his notice, or urged in the argu-
ment of his counsel. This dispose
ef the case before -- you. I" might
have demanded a dismissal of the
con teat An this ground. v r .

But I submit, gentlemen of the
committee, that even If these so--
called depositions were, as they are
not, admissible : evidence in the
vase, you- would be able to find; In
their biased, hostile and discredited
hearsay statements, no sufficient
proof of tho chanro or poMftmy

.made by Mr. Maxwell In his notice
or contest. , -;
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