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“TAP IT ON THE HEAD."”

IN the Senate of the United Ststes,

on June 23rd, as appears in the|

Congressional Record of June 24th;
an animated discussion took place
over & bill creating the Oregon
Bhort Line Rallway Company, a
corporation in the Territories ,of

Utah, idaho and Wyoming. The|

blll, after several objeciions, which

Territory agree’” on sny subject of
legislation, under posers conferred
by Congress, no matter how neces-
sary the law may be, how just, hoa
consi<tent with the Constitution, a
body of men in whose election o
office the people of that Territory
have no voice or vote, can just mur-
der the Jaw by tappiog i! on the
head, and the people chiefly inter-
ested in the me:sure bave no re-
dress,

We would ask, what better argu-.
ment than this could be offered in
favor of the admission of Utah into
the Unlon? for Congress has extended
the Constitution and laws of the
United Btates over thhem and the
territory which they inhabit, Bu:
they are denied a republican form of
government and prevented from
having it as long as they are kept
from statehood, by that body which
the Constitution from which it de-
rives ita powers declares shall guar-
antee to every State a re¢publican
form of goverament.

In giving to the Territories power
over all rightful subjects of legisla-

displayed the ignorance of Senators
oni the object of the measure and of
many things relating to the Terri-
foriés, was passed by a vote of 89
yens avainst 3 nay-. We have no-
thing sp-cial to say against the bill
but wish to call attention to some

things stated in the debate,
After the controversy which arose

over the Edunnds bill, it would be
paturally supposed thal memuvers
of the United States SBenate had be-
come somewhnat familiar with aflsirs
in the Territories, at any rate in toe
Territory of Utah, But from ques
tions asked and replies given,
it appears that little knowledge

on the subject ebtains in the upper

Houuse of Congress, :

In answer to & question from
Benator Jones, of Fiorida, asking
¢ How often do the Territorial Leg-
jslatures in those Territories sit?”
Senator Hawley replied, “Onoce in a

ear or two.,” He also stated that
%tnh has “no general railroad law,”
and that its Legislature will sit next
winter. The gentleman who un-
dericok to give the information de-
sired, knew no more about it than
the gentleman who was asking foi
it. The Legislatures of the Terri-
tories are held blennially; tbe Utah
Assembly doee not meet till 1684,
and there i8 & general railroad iaw
in this Territory, giving all the

owers requisite for the OUregon
ghurt Line, or any otuer railr.ad
com to incorporate, and Sena-
tor McMillan was doubtless correct
{n his argument that, the Terri-
tories ““are fully com petent to grant
all the powe:s sought, and are the
only proper authorities to confer
those powers.”

The territorial Leglslatures are
endowed with power over ‘all
rightful subjects of legislation™
within certain limits deflned in
their Organic Acts, They should
be ieft to the exercise of these pow-
ers over all things which atlect them
locally, and Congress ought not to
interfere unless ihese delegated-

wers are used improperly or neg
}’:um when it is necessary that
they shouid be exercised. But there
is a growing disposition in the Na-
tional Government to dominate, and
to wield arbitrary power, such &s
was not contemplated by the foun-
ders of our iustitutions and does not
comport with the genius of repub-
licanism.

This could not receive a stronger
illustration than is conveyed in the
language of Senator Hawley during
the devate, Baid he:

¢“This is the simple truth and
doctrine of the matter: All the pow-
er that the Territories have over
this question is obtained from the
Congress of the United States. We
can overrule any general law they
may make on the suuject; we can
overrule any special charter they
may give to apy raillway company,
They are chilaren of the govern-
ment in every respect. We can
charter railroads through and across
up and down any Territory in the
United States, witbhout asking the
permission of anybody in that Ter-
ritory; and if ail the people in the |
Territory shall agree to charter s
railway that we do mnot like, we
have simply to tap it on the head

and it is dead.”

it is often stated that “Utah has
not a republican form of govern-
ment.” This is urged as an argu-
ment against *Mormon” influence,
which is falsely accusged of being op-
posed to repubiican institutions.Bat
while the argument is incorrect the

previous statement is true. How can a

sirike cut toe following from the

tion, Copgress arted in the spirit of
that Constitutional mandate. For
it is presumable that the guarant,
was intended to apply to incipient
States as well as to fully organized
and perfected commonwealths
wi hin the Federal compact. But
in its interference witn tho e dele
gated powers, and in the arbitrary
exercise of such monarchial authori-
Ly as claimed for Congress by Mr.
Hawley, there is no resemblance to
& republican form of government, it
i8 rather in the image an! likeness
of the most absolute despotism that
ever cursed a peopiein abject bon-

{

demurrer is not interposed for delay
merely,”

the defendant from making this affi-
davit when demurring to a com-

I'he objrel in view was to relieve

plaint, Whether toe intent of the
Legslaturs is to e defeated by this
clerica! error, will have to be dele:-
mined by the Courts if any one
chooses 1o tlest it However,
it will not be a matler of
very great moment if the law stands
without the intended change for
two years more. The faiure of
geclion 9 wili not injure the rest oi
the amending act. It makes mauvy
important changes in the law which

other folkg, and the one erroneous
section will not render invalid the
other 33.
A slip explaining the mistake will

the laws of 1882, opposite the sec-
tion containing the error, and as it
iatended to be amended as des cribed
—that being impossible—and that
gection 1267 1s the s«ction m- ant, it

attorneys will appreciate better than |

be inserted in the book cuntaining'*

i8 clear that section 1207 was not |4

there to keep affairs when this takes
place, from falling at once iuto the
ssme old rut with the sole excep-
tion that voting and holding offices
by & small minority will be probib-
ited. Like all other commiseions
created by the present Congress,the
Utah commi-sion is merely a means
to meet a popular demand by the
appointment of a how not-to-do-it
board of commisgsioners,”

-

THE POST-MORTEM.

Jusr when newspaper Imen were
congratulating themselves over the
gettlement of Guiteau and his
fairs for good, they are stirred up

|

af. | o8

tigation that the consecutive y,
Jygamists of strait-laced New
i

By

snd, who et at naught the o
tions of the Bcriptures which
are mtgaﬁjy to quote, and
upon their marriage vows, prom
ed by lust and motives of ’tha ‘l:
debasing character; are strong g

outspoken anti-*“Mormons,” y
agamnet the  bindin I Ak
relations of the Latter-day BSaly

and give themselves airs as thoy
they were horrificd at such ““‘unh,
alliances '

The orld, touching on |
weariness which they experie
over thecommentsof toe press)
their “‘peculiar institutin
SAY 8

zgain with disgust by the squabble
over the post mortem, the long de-
tails given by the doctors, and the

uestion as to the value of Jooking
into a dead brain to find out the res-
poneibility ofa eondemned man'while
living. We shall not devote a great

is not at all improbable that the
Courts would rule in favor of the
right of a defendant to om:t the
aflidavit {o & demurre:; but this in.
volves a risk which every good Jaw-
| yer will be su e to consider. Mis
takes will happen, but if th:re s
one place more than another where
they ought to be avoided, it is .n
legislative enactments,

—— - —P—

THE UTAH COMMISSION.
ACCORDING to a dispatch published

dage.

Senator Hawley may be wielded at
will over large and important bodies
of citizens in this great country, is
it not time that the :ystem which
authorizes their exercise was itself
| “tapped on the head” or stamped
out of existence, as utterly at wvari
ance with institutions built upon
the recognition of the inalienable
rights of man? We think so. And
the simplest and easlest way out of
theinconsistencies and incongruities
of the anti-republican territorial
gystem, iz to give to the Territories
as quickly as possible that form of
government contemplated in the
Constitution, and mate them free
States, sovereign States, republican
States, in which the voice of the
| people shall rale, and not the edicts
of a few men, irresponsible to the
citizensruled over, and having power
to destroy any measure designed an

desired by those citizens, by slmpl

| “tapping it on the head.”

—“—'——-—-————

AN ERRORIINITHE NEW BOOK
OF LAWS.

THE Laws of Utah, passed at the
Twenty-fifth session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, are now being dis-

tributed by the Secretary. An Act
to Amend Title XX of the Com-
piled Lawe, contains au error which

needs pointing out and explaining.
The mistake is In B-clion Nice and
will be found on page 78; it reads as
follows:

‘“All that portion of section 1207,
from and after the word ‘time’ in
line four of said section, *fis heieby
repealed.”

ference {osection 1207 of the
Compiled Laws, will show that no
sueh word as ‘‘time” geccurs in line
four or any other l:ne of the section,
Comparison of ithe bLill signed by
the President of the Council and
Spesker of the House and finally by
the Governor, with the original bill
that passed both Houses, reveals
the fact that Section 1267 of the
Compiied Laws is the section
designed to be amended, and
the error was the mistake of
the enrolliug clerk in  copy-
log. The reaponsibility, however,
rests with the committes nn euroll-
ment, whoseduty it was to examine
and compare all enrolled bills with
the originals,

The mistake is one that could be
very easily made, especlially in
the haste of the closing days of the
s-ssion. It is due, howeve:, both to
the Secrelary and the Public Print-
er, to place the respensibility in the
proper place, as neither of those
genilemen are in any way to blame
for ifl.

Now as to the effect of the error.
The amendment Iniended fo bLe
made by ithe Legisiature was to

|

L

republican form of government pre-
vall in & Terrilory under such arbi.!

Civil Piactice Act:
“The demurrer ehall also be g¢-|

| Act—nothing less

the territorial legislature will be in
Gentile hands, The relief which

in last evening’s NEWS, the Utab

Chicago to organize before coming
to this Territory, and they do not
expect to arrive here in time to do
anything in relation to the August

election.

The organization contenaplated, it
Mr. Pettigrew is correctiy reported
I8 no doubt intended 28 preliminary.
The Becretary of Utah is constituted
the Secretary of the Commisson.
i'he organization cannol be perfect-
ed without hia presence. But the
gentlemen of the Commission, find-
ng Chi-ago to be the most centra’
and convenient point at which to
meetl previous to proceediog to Utah,
can assemble the e, make their pre-
liminary arrangements, and agree
in relation to the first steps to take
na arrival, wi hout the presence of
the Secretary.

I'be non-arrival of the Commis-

1

]

regard to the August elections, need
have no ill effect upon the Territory.
There is ﬂmpfﬂ j]fﬂ'i’.t:'liu o io the loeal
lansg for the reveral offices which
~hould be filled at that election, and
there is not the slightest need for
any difficulty concerning the man-
azement ofaffairs in the respsctive
precincts and counties or in the
Territory at large.

Delegate Cannon is reported as
saying that ali the people of Utah
want is that the Comxmisgion shouid
carry out the letter of the law,
Whether he jis reported correctly or
not—there is always a doubt about
these telegraphed siatements—we
endorse the sentiment. 1f the Com.
mission will perform the duties en-
joined upon them by the Edmunds
and nothing

more—the people of Utah will not

ty of certain ts of the law and
claim the right to hold them, al-o,
if necessary, to test them. But this
need not interfere with the dis-|
charge of the duties imposed upon
the Commission, or disturb the re-
lations which will necessarily be es-
tablished between them and the cit-
izens of this Territory.

———— i ———
THE PROBABLE RESULTS.

IN answer to gue-tions from a cor-
respondent from the place where
Senafor Paddock resides, concern-
ing the Utah Commission, the
Omaha Bee quotes from the law de-
fining their duties, gives a few ex-
p'anations ard then makes the fol.
lowing com ments:

“It will be seen that the duties of
the commission are merely to disen-
franchise actual polygamists, As
these are numerica'ly few when

compared with the whole Mormon
population, there is no hope that

sioners in time to do anythiog in|

deal of space in either of our col
umns to the technicalities of the
surgeons, nor to their conflicts over
the remnauts of the corpse. But
we will say a word or two io regard
to the piopriety of the post moriem.

Of course it 1s absurd to suppose
that the grey pulp taken from the
rkull of the dead aesassin will dis-
clese any hing definite in re:ation
to the living soul once a part of the
being now divided.The spiritualsub-
stapce that gave life to the brain and
that received Impressions through
ita wonderful organism, could mot
be reached by surgical justrumenis,
or be discerned by the most power-

1

If the powers 8o plainly defined by | Comu issioners talk of me«ting i ful microscope, even while present

in the living body. And now it has
fled, leaving nothing but the dead
clay, it is &till further, if possible,
beyond the researches of the mo:t
astute practitioner,

And yet it was qulite right to dis-
sect that cadaver and examine that
brain. For though the normasl con-
ditious of the organ would not prove
the man to have been sane, yet if
abnormal conditions had been found
~indurations or lesions or other
derangements — they would have
been sirong evidence to show that
he was insane, and it was desirable
to determine that matter as far as
poseible. ,

The weight of the brain cuts but
a small figure in the gquestion. Qual-
ity more than quantity has been
repeated/y proven to determine the
force, activity and value of that or-
gan of the mind.

We do not think the post moriem
examination will determine any-
thing in regard to the moral and in-
tellectual status of the aseassin, but
we concede that something might
have been discovered which would
have helped to rettle the controver-
sy concerning it,and therefore think
it was quite right that the dis
section and examination should
have taken place. But the sgooner
the subject is dropped the betier we
shall be pleased.
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“ CONSECUTIVE POLY-
GAMISTS.”

THE Aaticle by Dr. Bacon, in the
Princeton Review, which we noticed
at length in the NEWS, has created
a profound impression on the publie

THE

complain nor seck to hinder them.|mind and caused quite a flutter
We have our views as to the wvalidi- | ““down [East.”

The New York
World declares that “New England
throws up the sponge before the

first round has been fought,” and
quotes from the Springfield }Bﬂpub*
lican, which is a prominent Mssa-
cusetis organ, in support of this
statement. The Republican rays:

“The publishing of New England
divorce statistics, and particularly
the work of Rev. Mr. Dike, of Ver-
mont, has led to newspaper com-
ments upon the special wickedness
of this part of the count:y which
has become tiresome.” -

What a difference it makes
whether one speaks of the special |
wickedness of other peop'e, or hears
his own special wickedness talked
abeut! The nolice taken of the
conserutive polygamy of New Eng-
land has become “Iiresome’’ already
to the pious Puritans of the easy-di-
vorce States, and Lhey ca:not en-
dure a taste of the same sauce which
trey bave been so fond of serving
up to others,

by the Lalter-

It has been frequently remarked |j
day Saints that the dl::?( uf_:[
most lechercus men and loose-!off while

““New England has never shmy
from making a tremendous borg,
herself when it seemed to her {0
ver duty to comment upon {
‘epecial wickedness’ of other parl
the Union. BShe must learn, the
fore, 10 bear with more patiencel
criticlsms and the admonitions
less demoralized communities uy
her social weaknesses and off .oy
Let her imitate the patience w
whien Utah bears the heectoring,
the Hoars and the chatter of |
Daweses of Massachusetts.”

The diflerence is that Utah}
become accustomed to abusen
New England has only been
to flatteries in bharm ny with k
own boastings. “Mormon® m
has been an object of attack)
thirty years or more. FPuritan
gamy-—-worse in practice and
than the 1ormer is even alleged)
be—has only attracted attentinn
cently. And the people whosed
ings are now held up for anims
version bave figured as the ne
ultra of “Christian civilization,” i
re=pectable, and religious, and An
merican, as to be in the sublhal y¢
their own estimate beyond all eril
cism, Tnerefore does this gall
New England jaie wince at th
unexpected wringing o! its withen

Another great ditlerence in th
two cases is that while “Mormo
plural marriage 18 defengible g
ecriptural grounds, being similar |
the system uphrkf and practised
the holy men of old, wbhom the Ne
England “Christians” point out &
patiiarchs and propheta of God, th
Puritun conrecutive kind of poly
gamy is emphaticaily condemne
b:th In the Old and New Tes
ments, as an abomination that G

hates.

And onemore polot of dissimily
ity is that the nowe and tumi
raised azainst the Latter-day Bab
are based upon unfounded rume
and downright falsehoods, whilet:
s'atement of the wickedne-s of |
New England beat-the-devil-rom
the-stump polygamists are found
on facts and supported by figus
which they cannot we<aken or den
No wonder that they get !
terrib!ly tired of hearing &
reading about their imme
and indefensible course, wh
the ““Mormons’ ‘“grin snd ba
the accusations of their epem:
with an equanimity born of ®
sciouvs integrity, and fostered byt
spirit which helps the slanderel!
‘‘endure all things.”

However, it is vastly amusin!
8:e these New England anti-pil
gamy quacks comp- lled to swaliow
few doses of their own physie, b
we have no idea that it will v
avy permanent results, They g/
far gone for recovery, and il
effects will be to make them ]
sick for a season.

LOCAL AND OTHER MATTER

- FROM I'RI?.!.Y’E DAILY, JULY %

Mementoes. — We have bet
shown, by Mr. Carter, pho
er,a number of stereoscopic views!
the o!d folks’ festival at Libef
Park. They are intcresting mt
mentoss of the notable occasiun,

Tooele Crops—Mr, W, (.
dalch is in town from Tooele,
states that the crop prospects in th
valley are very flattering, Thebst
vesting of oats and barley has alret

dy begun. If the wheat can be b
vesied ‘before the usual summ

| foods dash down from the mou

tains, a large yield will be resalized

Fatal Accident.—On the evenit
of July 2nd, a Glendale, on f*
Utah and Northern Railroad, Ton
my Longley, aged about five
Wwas run over by a wag n and
three hours after the stk
€ was attempting to jump
the wagon was in motin:




