for more than two years past have
been, more infrequent than bigamous
ofenses in many of the States,

Mr, Bpeaker, the brief time al-
lotted wiil not permit me to pursue
tliis subject further. In conelusion,
therefore, permit me to place on
record my solemu protest againet the
iniquity which this House is ubout
to perpetfate. Pause, gentlemen,
and eonsider that by this act vou
disfranchise without trail, without
conviction, twenty-five thousaud
American citizens, among them the
ploneers of Idaho, for the Mormons
were the pioneers of that Territory.
They are the men who have made it
possible for those to live there who
are now persecuting and oppressing
them. Do not allow prejudice to
sway you to do this monstrous wrong
even to gain a political advantage.
A Btate gained by such means will
bring no glory to your party nor add
any luster te our glorious constell-

ation.
e

IN THE SAMOAN ISLANDS.

One year has passed away since
that destructive storm at this place,
which caused so much loss of lifeand
property in the German and A meri-
can navies. The signa of that event
are still very prominent, and to a
stranger entering the A pia harbor
for the first time.his heart is apt to
beat sumewhat faster at the sight be-
fore him. The first object that at-
tracts the eye is an immense egg-
shaped body on  the reef, which at
low tide I8 high and dry above
water. As you draw npearer, this
object is recognized to be the re-
mains of 8 large vesse)l which has
been cast up out of the sea. It lies
fairly on its side with the oval-
shaped bottom faciug the sea, and
presenting n most peculinr sight,
with ite deck changed from a hori-
zontal to a perpendicular position.
This vessel was once the Adler, of
the German navy. Her companion,
the Eder, was literally smushed to
pleces agninst the reef, and there
are stili great pleces out of ber sides
sticking in the sand on the beach.

The most mournful sight of all is
the wrecks of the Amerivan flagship
Trenton and her consort the Pan-
dafic. The la ter was the first to be
driven by the wind and waves
against the reef, nnd then the
Trenton, which is a mueh larger
vesgel, wns driven broadside againat,
her. Asa result, the Vandalia was
crushed between the larger vessel
and the reef, aud now lies with
only the point of her bow and
broken masts above the water,
‘while the huge black body of the
Prenton sesms (ar enough above the
water to float. Taken altogether,
the scene is a sad one, although a
year subzequent to the occurrence,
and 1t is very suggestive of the
power behind: the elements, and
teaches us that with the wind,
waver and other forces at His com-
mand, the Lord can bring about
mighty changes. )

There are uo large vesselsin Apin
at the present time, and only one
man-of-war in these waters. That
one ig the American Adams, which
is lylng at Pago Pago harbor for
snfety. SBhe comes here for the
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mail, but at the slightest sign of an
approaching storm, seeka refuge in
land locked Pago Pago. -

During the last year two Jap-
ancse trading ships came to these
islands. They remained in Pago
Pago two wesks and then came to
this place, but were so frightened at
the sight of wreeked vessels that
they immediately left for safer wa-
ters.

We happened to be in Pago Pago
when the ‘““Japs’? wers there, and
met a nuwinber of them who could
apeak very good English. Among
their passengers was a reporter of
the Tokio Public Optrion. The first
guestion he asked was, “Is it true
that there is a man in Utah who
has ooe hundred wives?””? We an-
swered his question and gave him a
few facts and figures about Utah
and the ~‘Mormons,”which he jotted
down in his note book for the benetit
of those who read the Tokio Public
Optnion. In company with the re-
perter we visited one of the Japa-
vese men-of-war, and were shown
the guns, large and small, of various
designs and strength. Both vessels
were made in England for the Japa-
nese government, and’ are fited up
with all modern conveniencies,
evel their cooking is done after the
Kuropean style. In our igno-
rance of the rapid mareh of the
Japanese in modern civilization,
we expected to see foreigners on
their vesgels teaching them the
science of steam navigation, but we
were mistaken; they are capable of
running their own vessels.

It svems to be & part of the nature
of every Japanese,or a result of their
training, to be on the watch con-
tinually for something new. They
are fagt becoming great travelers
filled with a desire to find something
that will benefit their country. 1f
they lack originality, they certainly
are not eslow to eopy thln%s they con-
sider good in others. Their ships
are English, they dress lke Ger-
mang and thelr colns are like ours,
even to the nickel, which is marked
“5 sen.”

We had the pleasure of bearing
our teatimony to quite a number of
Lhis interesting people,sotne of whom
have accepted moderu Christianity
and others who still adhere to the
faith of their forefathers. We gave
them the written - A rticles of faith,”
aud several gald: ““We woulil be
pleased to have you bring your re-
ligion to Japan.<~

Between fifty and sixty yesrs ago
the London Missionnry Bociety sent
missionaries te Samoa, and for ahout
thirty years were left undisturbed
by other religious bodies. Then
came the Catholics, from Franece,
who, during the last twenty-five
yenrs, have succeeded in causing a
division in many a villiage, and "in
some piaces they have the entire
population. Itis a° common thing
to see two church buildings in one
small viliage, one Protestant and the
other Catholic. The Protestants are
still in the majority, but in my opin-
ton the Untholies are gnining fast.
'The efrcumstances are favorable to
them as they Lave everything to
gain, and it iz a well known f{aect
thatthey seldom lose a convert after

they once get their mark on him.
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The mysterious rites and ceremo-
nies of the Catholie church take well
with the simple-miinded natives,
and they love to wear around their
mecks A rosary with alarge bright me-
talic cross attached to it. After more
than half a century of Prtestantism
and 25 years of Catholicism we find
it up hill work to spread the true
Gospel. However, the work of the
Lord is progressing here and He
blesses our labors trom time to time
with those who are sineere and
honest in heart. Many apply for
admission, desiring their financial
condition to be bettered thereby;
while others who sincerely believe
dare not joln us for fear of losing
theiv earthly possessions, as they
are hound body and soul to Babylon.

A favorite mode of campaign
among the Catholics is8 to loan
money on a native’s land, which al-
most invariably is not repaid; then
the land belongsto the church and
the former owner will very likely
become a Catholic and live subject
to the church on their property.
The Catholics alss furnish medicine
free to their members, while the
Protestants charge for the same;
this may seem a small 1tem, but i
has a great weight in adding num-
bers to the Catholic church. We
seldom have an opportunity of bear-
ing our testimony to the Catholics,
but usually get a hearing among the
Protestants.

Messrs,  Pratt and Murray, two
members of the London Missivoary
Society have published a tract in
the Bamoan language entitled *“The
History of the Mormon Church.”
In it they repeat the old lies about
blood atonement, the ¢Danltes,””
Mountain Meadow Massacre, ete.,
and alao state that they know the
Book of Mormon to be a copy
of the Spauldipg story. ll)n
perfect harmony with the above is
their gloging exhortation to the nn-
tives, saying ull manner of evil
about us, and telling them that their
former condition of heathenism
would be preferable to what we
wonild tench them. This tract has
been seattered all over Samon and
works both ways—as ahindrance in
some places and an assistance in
others, to our progress.

What we seem fo lack, are mis-
gionaries, & knowledge of the native
language and printed tracts in the
same. The first we understand are
coming; the secoud can be acquired
through diligence and hard study,
and the third is ready for the press,
President Dean having just com-
pleted the manuscript of a large
traet that we hope will reach many
thousands of thispeople where we
are not permitted to preach.

We get our newspapers regularly
and manage to keep posted on whnt
the outside world is doing. Our
faith is strengthened to see the pur-
poses of the Lord and the words of
His Prophets heing fulfilled among
all pations, and we mourn for all
those who persist in persecuting the
Saints of God and in saying all man-
ner of evil against them. May the
Lord bless His Saints in every land
and give them strength according to
the trinls they have to pass through.

NEMOQ.
Apra, Upolu, Bamoa. March 15,1890,



