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ception, the farmers could Liave rain
for their crops whenever they wanted
it. After the hard-working scientist
had captured fourteen full-grown thun-
derbelts snd stored them away for
foture use ithe police of Hungnry in-
terrupted his labora and sent him to
1 jm’]’.‘l'uee alleged rain-makers seem to
pe not in the least overcome by the
utter {ailure of thelr plape aud wourk-
ings 8o far, and evidan'l.ly tpink that
with persistence the ml=ging liuk in the
chain of nntural sclence necessury Lto
pucLess wil! be developed. Meantime
the unthisking—and s good muny
who are not unthinking—o! the popu-
lace are disposed to wesken jn thelr
faith regarding the expetiments; that
{s, those Who ever had any falth in
r.h‘em are doing 89, nad rapidly joiniog
the other ciaes where the aalutution of
each announcement of failure Is r.hg
uile famiiiar one—+1 told you w0}
But still the experiments go on sud
will probably continue so long ae the
approprlation laste, We are advleed
by one of the more [acetious that on
Aaturday Jast General Dyrenforib,
unterrified by the prospect that 1L
wouid raln presently without his aid,
fiiled s balloon with a bydrogen-oxygen
mixture und sent it sailing wap toto s
plack cloud, where it exploded, precip-
itating # heavy shower, whiolk pres.
ently turned lnto n steady aud lovg-
gontinued drizzle, which leads to the
onclusion that while the ex plosive
galloou is a great Jdeal more honest
than the lightning trap, it still remains
to be proved that the rain-meking
wera of the former are superlor to
those of the 1atter.
Thele are & good many places in
IJtah that would be convetied from
nproducr.lve wastes into iruit.uj flelds
?f tbe golden sectet sought by Dyren-
forth and claimed by Melbouraw cal.:nd
be sttained and its priooiple npplied.
The idea that coucussion would bring
rial molsture to its viclnity wus
5 d by the fact that It has been
o to rain quite coplously oo a
field jusl afler a severe hattle;
but thia has not always been the casu
by uny menns, and it would seem as if
the couditions overhead must be pro-
itious, in Which event the rain
Iw;,muld come Eoonsr or later anyway,
the concussions baving but the effect
of hastening mattera a little.
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SPEED THE WORKI

It i» to be hoped the movement initi-
ated by Mayor Baskio 1o huve a
People’s railroad to onme of the coal
felus will take root and grow wlithout
deluy. It I»s here to be noted, tu his
bhonor's grest oredit, that be has done
his full part toward preventing ras-
cality snd fraud In the dealings of the
combine, and bewa foremost on all
oocasions when securing decent Lreat-
meut to the people wae the ohject in
view; lii Wwag, therefors, pecullarly
fitting that he be the head of a move:
ment losking te the complete emanci-
parion of the public from the inc¢reaslng
thralldvo in which tbey have been
held by the unscrupulous monopoly
for yoenrs. Let him go nhead, aod
tners will be n movement to sustain
bhim euch ss will amount, in effeet, to
unanimity.

There is mo serious

difficulty ip

whbich & community may be Invelved
but what there 8 a8 way out of it,
and the coal question hereabout
fe the mo#t setious one that
has beset Bait Lake City
of late years. The article spoken of ia
one of the prime necessities of life; it
is absolutely indiepenseble. Time was
when none was used here, but that
was in the days when husiness was
sluggish and cur young men had am-
ple time during the summer to get to-
gether o winter’s eupply of wood from
the canyons, which tney invariahly
did. A revolution in this remspect has
taken place, and revolutions do not re-
trace thelr progress or reverse the mo-
tion of their wheels. It no longer
pays to haul wood when doing so re-
quires the hard labor of a man and
two horses for perhaps three days to
get oneor two cords,each cord ohtained
putting the supply s0 much farther
away and higher up, the question thus
twcoming ooe of how long the acces-
sibie supply will last; and the amnunt
for which the wood willsell when
ohtained represents no more
than a [fraction of what it has
gost 1n toll, wear and leat and property
involved., Besides, to ure wood re-
quires one to be constantly replenish-
ing the fire, some one e¢lse to be con-
tinually reducing it {o properdimen-
sjons, nnd in cold westher # cord of
wood worth $16 would Iast about as
long as the hauler was in bringing it,
That is too primitive a condition for us
now, The three daysspent in hauling
a cord of wood applied to teaming in
the lowlunds would briug et least as
much and, under proper conditlons,
would huy epough cunl to last a frugal
fomily sll winter. That Is the JdifTer-
once, aud 18 of itsell n suflicient reply
to the remedy against the conl sharks
suggested by a friend yesterdsy, that
we *freeze them out’ by returning te
wood for fuel. We can't do ft, yon
know.

No, we must bave conl, a thousand
tons a day for six months tocome. Az
the business 18 being conducied now,
the profits nccruing te the tailroada
and the combine ocannoot fall
tar short of one-half of the whole
amount received, which would foot up
the enormous totn]l of at least $2,600 a
day! A railroad to Coalville or any
other available point would reduce the
price of coal from lis present Agures
any forty per oent, thus saviug the
people $2,000 a day and,hy keeping the
market supplied, could gount on at
least $1,000 for itself besides! Ia nmot
such a showing all the indugemne .{ that
could be asked ?

The suggestion that the People’s road
interseét the Otah Central at some con-
venient point—any Kimbali’s ranch—
is a good one, for the reason that most
of the grading J8 alrcady done and
could be purchased cheaply; the iron,
tiea and rolling stock could be easlly
obtained and l1aid and the road be poutr.
ing cou! lnto our midst on decent terms
and at living rates ull around before tue
season was haif over. It only needs
a master epirit Iln the lead, backed
by sufficlent capital to com-
plete the road; this would be so slight
ocvmpsaratively aod the profits upon the
investment so large inevitably, that
the entetprise should arise $rom it
paper bed and walk forth fully ma-
terialized at once, Let the agreement
between all concerned and with any

other company whose ralls or a part
thereof may be utilized, be s stub-and-
twist, copper-riveted and bruss-bpund
one,80 thut once fteed from the clutches
of the combine we may thenceforward
and forever after be [ree.

It is a condition, not a theory, that
we have to deal with,

THE BOOK OF MORMON.

An article, headed “*Criticlsm of the
Old Testament,* appears in the October
fumber of the Edinburgh Keview, Io

it the author ausks, Are Christians jus-
tified in the belief that honest criticism
and diligent Inquiry into the difficulties
avowedly connected with sacred werit-
ings tend to strengthen the faith in
thelr divine genuineness and authen-
tgity? This questlon he endeavors to
answer by laving dowu the proposition
that the Biblical books must be viewed
from Calvary as the centraf point of
saored bistory, in the same manner as
our part of the universe must be viewed
from the sun and not from the earlh
a8 the center of this plaoetsry eystem.

“Viewed in this way,” we aie tol
“the Bible becomos Lhé‘[:noab interestgndé
of all books. It is no longera magical
aud infallible oracle verbally and syllab-
ieally Inspired; hut n perfectly veraclous
and divinely simple record of the growth
and development of God's churoh—from
the beginning down to the apostolic ago
—deseribing in full ita successive essays
in organlzetion, its fsilures and its victo-
ries, its chievements of sainta and he-
roes; glving in perfeet good faith lts
legends of Jonah and his whale, of Ba-
laam and his ass, of Samson and bis
ljon; snd weaving in many lovely myths
and dreams and posms—the angols’ lad-
der, the rainbow covenant of hope and
peace for unimals ns woll ‘ns men, the
garden of aweet Innocence and of sad
primeval full.”

Abovut the proposition here
down, very little need be said. It
seems o  contain contradictlons of
very giaring nature. The aulhor evi-
dently feels cuoncerned about the difft.
culties {n the Boriptures and therefore
triea to turn the whole structure upside
down #o as to hide these from view.
But in eo doing, he still finds that the
records are ‘oot infailible’’ und yet
“perfectly veracioua—presauting, it
seems,a difficulty st1]) more unzolvable
than any which he ramoves, For,how
can a record be at once fallible and
perfectiy veraclous? One more instance
of the helplessness of modern theology.

Incldentelly, the author states that
the Book of Mormon ia “beneath
criticlem,”’ and this grountdless state-
ment should, for the egake of truth, be
emphatieally gontradicted,

The trouble is, the world refuses, as a
a general rule, to read the Book of
Mormon witk a view to bhonest critlo-
lem. It hus become almost an exlom
with the so-culled scholurs of the
worlu that that sacred regord cannot .
bear cluse investigntioun. It has beew
viewed through the hazy mists of pre-
judices and denied & fair, tmpartial
hearing. It has been doomed, among
the thousands of Christinn confesnors,
to the same fate to which the Bible is
subject among the infldels, Nothing is
more slrange than this. For thoee
who accept the Book of Mormoon in vite
investigation sud malntain that If this
record must bs rejected. the Bible
must be rejected, too. And if one I8 no-
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