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will be soon conccone tided and ill it thetile pe iding

nilion withwilh tiletiie united staterslater may then be
resumed and terminated in a satisfactory man-
ner

with spain no newnow difficulties havehare arisen nor
imslims much progress I1 eenoen made in thetilo adjustment
orof pending ones negotiations entered into for
taetha purpose of miming our commercial inter-
course iyihvh tilethe island 0 cuba of some ofor its bur-
dens aaanuana providing for tilethe more speedy settle
rhent of growing onbutoft of that inter-
course have notcot yet been attend d with any re
unitssuits

soon after the commencement of the iatalata war
in euroleuropea this government submittedto the con-
sideration

con-
iI1 of bliall maritime nations two principles

forlor the security ofor neutral commerce one that
the neutral flag should cover enemies goods ex
c pt articles contraband of war andund the other
thathat neutral property onoil board merchant vessels

i f belligerents fhouldshould be exempt from condemns
liii inon with the exception of contraband articles

these were nutua presented as new rules of in-
ternationalter law having been generally by
neutrals though not alwaalwaysa admitted by belliger-
ents one of the parties to thetiie war russia ssas
wellveil as several neutraliI1 powers promptly ccce
ceded to thesethesa propositions and the two other
principalpaipat belligerents great britain and france
hivingbavinghaving consented to observe them for the present
occaonca a favoran 1le opportunity seemed obetobe
presented for obtaining a general recognition of
iryiiiirinini both in europe and america

but great briciu and france inili common with
lostmost ifgf the states of europe while forbearing to
re act did not effi amativelymatively act upon the overtures
ol01 the united states

while thetiie question was iniri this rep
r sent tires of russia france great britain

prussia sardinaSardinhli and turkey assembled
tt hirisi tootookkintointo consideration the subject of
ninn time rights and putplat forth a declaration con-
tI1 nang the two principles which this government
fiaddid submitted nearly two years before to the
consideration of mirlmirini liine powers and adding
thereto the following propositions

PrivaPrivate ering is and remains abolished and
blockades in order to be binding must be efmeffeffectact

ivim elialiathat is teiter s by a force sufficient
re illy to prevent access to the coast of the ene
nv and to thetha declaration thus composecomposedd of
fourpointsfoufour points two of which had already been pro
pod by the united states this government has
been invited to accede bybk all the powers represent-
ed ut paris except great britain and turkey

to the last ofbf the two additional propositions
that in to blockades theretilene can certainly
be no objectioncoloin iliait is merely tha definitiondefinite of
willitv hallhail constitute the effectual investment of
a place a definition for which this
government hashasalalwayswas contended claiming in
demney for loss s where a practical violation of
theiff rule thus definoddefined has been injurious to our
commerce

As to iilatha remaining article of tilethe decladeciadeclarationatlon
of tilellie conference of paris that privateering is
andaud mainsremainsre abolished I1 certainly cannot ascribe
to tuetub powers represented iliin the conference of
Pprispansris any but liberal and philanthropic views inili
the attempt to change the unquestionable rule of
irn tinie law in regard to private ering

their proposition was doubtless intendedintend edoto im-
ply of tiletiie principle that private property
upon thetha ocean although it might belong to the
citizens ofof a belligerent state should be exempted
iromfroin capture arnd had that proposition been so
frfremedtined uss to give fullfall effect to the principle ilit would
havellave received my ready assent oilon behalf of the
united Sslatessidlesratesfates but the measure proposed is in-
adequate to that purpose

it is true that if adopted private property7 luporiupon
the ocean would be withdrawnithdrawn from oneono mode of
plunder buthut left exposed meanwhile to another
modediode which could be used with indreaincreaded effec-
tivetibivenesvenesneSB the aggressive capacity of great naval
powers wouldwent be thereby augmented while the
defensive ability of others would be reduced
though thetha surrender of the means of prosecut-
ing hostilities by employing privateers as propos

u by thellie conferenceconfere ice of paris is mutual in terms
yet inili practical effect it would be the relinquish-
ment of a right of littile value tato one class of
states but of essential importance to anotherother and
a far larger class

it ought not to have been anticipated that a
measure so inadequate to tiietile accomplishment of
thiltho proposed object and so80 unequal init its opera-
tion would receive the assent of allell maritimepowers private property would be still left to the

ofor thothe public armed crusers
I1I1 haveflare expressed a I1 on thetiie part of thisthip

government to accede to all I1theie principles con-
tained iain the declaration of thetha conference of
IdrisPins provided that the one luolua to thetile abandon-
ment of private ering can be so amended cs to
oi afflect the object for which as is presumed it wabwag
intended theti I1 a immunity of private property on
itla ocean from hostile capture

to efieffectact this object it iais proposed to add to the
declaration that privateerprivate eningeringliv is and remains
abolished the followingfollo wing amendment and that
tiletiie private property of subsunsubjectstl acts and citizens of a

belligerentelli1gerenterent on the high seas shall be exempt from
1fidureiretre by the public armed vessels of tilethe other

belligerent except it be contraband
this amendment has been presented not only to

tiletiie powers which have inked ouiour assent to the
declarationartion to abolish privateering but to all other
inarimaritimetime states thus far it has not been
rdord by annand is favorably entertained by alltill which
have indem de advany communication in reply

several of the governments regarding with
favor tilellie proposition of tiiethe united states have
delayed defill livehiVe action upon it only for the pur-
pose of consulting with others parties to the rcon-
ference

oil
ol01 idrisparis I1 have the satisfaction of stat-

ing however that thellie emperor of Rrussiaasla hushas
entirelyebin raly audandau explicitlypl cilly approved of that modifica-
tion and vilwilvii cucooperateoperate wrtfiti li endeavoring to obtain
lie absent orof other powers and that assurances of

a similar purport havellave been received in relation to i

the disposition of the emperor of thetile frenchFrenclicil
thotile present aspect of this important subject

atallowslows us to cherish the licce that a principleplu coso
huni allealie in its character so just and equal in its
operationration so essential to tiletilo prosperity of com-
mercial nations and so coussonconsonantalitatit to thetiie senti-
ment of thistills enlightened period of tilatha world iiwillwiililllil
command the approbation of all maritime powers
and thus be incorporated into the coddcoda of interna-
tional law

my views on the subject are more fully set forth
in tiletiie reply of thetile secretary of state a copy of
which is herewith the communica-
tions oilon the subject made to this Governgovernmentmint
especially to the comm u n cationcatlon of Ffrancebatice

thetile government of thetiie united states haslias at ofhll
times regarded with friendly interest thetiie other
states otof america formerly like this country
european now independent members
of the great family of nations but tilehie unsettled
condition of some ol01 them distracted by frequent
revolutions and thus incapable of regular and
firm internal administration has tended to em-
barrass occasionally our public intercourse by
reason of wrongs which our citizens sufferat their
handsbandsand s and which they are slow to0 o redress
I1 it ia against the reau
corwith which it Is our special desire to maintain a
good understanding that suchbuch complaints are most
numerous and although eirnestearnestlyly urged upon its
attention they havelave notfiat as yet received the con-
sideration which this government had a right to
expect

while reparation for past injuries has been with-
held others havellave been added the political con-
dition of that country however liashas been such as
to demand forbearance on the martofof the united
statestatess I1 shall continue my efforts to procure
for tiletho wrongs of our citizens that redress which
is indispensable to the continued friendly associa-
tion of the two republics

thetile peculiar condition of affairs in nicaragua
in the early part of the present year rendered it
important that thistins government should havehava diplo-
maticiti relations with that state through its
territory had been opened one of the principal
thoroughfares across the isthmus connecting north
and south america on which a vast amount of
property wasus transported and to which our
clilcilicitizenszens resorted I1ingretn gret numbers in passinpassing be-
tween the atlanatlantictic and Ppacific coasts of the unit
ed states

the protection ofor both required that thetilo existing
power in that state should be regarded as a res-
ponsiblepon sible government and its minister was ac-
cordingly received but lie pernalfernalremainedned here only a
short aimedimetime soon thereafter the political eairsaffairsbeeoff of
nicaragua underwent unfavorable chaichalchangecharigig and
became involved in much uncertainty and con-
fusion

diplomatic representatives from two contend-
ing parties have been recently sent to this GovergovernuJ
ment but with the imperfect information pos-
sessed it was not possible to decide which was the
government de facto and further de-
velopmentsis I1 havellave refused to receive either

questions of the most serious nature are pend-
ing bethleen the united states and the republic
otof new granada tilethe government of the re-
public undertook a year since to impose tonnage
duties on vessels init hertier ports but the
purpose was resrOsresistedisted by this governmentgovern as being
contrary to existing treaty stipulation with the
united statestaterslater and to rights conferred by charter
upon the Plpanamaibarria railroad company and was
accordingly relinquished at that time it being ad-
mitted that our vessels were entitled totobelobebe exeexemptampt

from tontonnagenee duty in the free ports of panama
and aspinwallddll

butbat the purpose has been recently revived oilon
the part of new granadaGraGanadi by the enactment of a
law to subject vessels visiting her ports to lleilethelie
tonnage duty of forytony cents per ton and al-
though the law haslias not been put in force yet tiletiie
right enforceto it is still asserted andaad may at ailyany
timelime be acted oilou by the governmentGovern mant of that re-
public

thetiie congress of new granada liashas also enactediedil

a law during the last year which levies a taxlax of
more than three dollars on every poun d ailalirfmatter transported across the htlimus tihsum1 tu al
thus required to be paid on the mails ofi
states would be nearly two million dillars an-
nually in addition to the large sum payable by
contract to the panama railroad company if
the only object on to tillsthis exaction were the
orbi tancy of its amount it could submitted
to 1lyy lleilefliefilelie united states

the imposition of it however would obviously
contravene our treaty with new Granada and iain-
fringe the edncontracttract of that republic with the pa-
nama railroad company the law providing for
this tax was by its terms to take effect oilon the
first of september last but the local authorities oilon
the isthmus have been induced to suspend its exe-
cution and to await further instructions on the
subject from thetile government of the republic

1 am not yet advised of the determination of
that government ifaif a measure so extraordinary
iliin its character and so clearly contrary to treaty
stipulations and the contract rigrightsits of the panama
railroad company composed mostly of american
citizens should bepersistedpersited in it will be tilethe duty of
the united states to resist its execution

I1 regret exceedingly that occasion exists to
invite your attention toa subject of still graver
import in our relations with tilethe republic otof new

I1 granada oilon the fifteenth day of april last a
riotous assemblage of thehe inhabitants of panama
committed a violent and outrageous attack oilon tiletiie
premises of the railroad company and thetile pass-
engers and other persons inili or near the amesame liiillin-
volving

fengerspengers tilethe death of several catizcitizensrisrig 0off ane united
states the pillage of many oth-ersothereot liere and the de-
structionst of ait large amount of property belonglelong
ing to thetile railroad company

I1 caused full investigation1 of that event to bbs
made and the result shshowsaws satisfactorily that comcorn

responsibility for what occurred attaches to
the government of new Gragranadanadanadi I1 llave there

fore demanded of that government that the per
petralors of the wrongs in question should be
punished that provision should be made for the
families of citizens of tilethe united states who were
killed with full indemnity for tilethe propertyproperly pillag-
ed or destroyed

the present condition of the isthmusisthma ofor pa-
nama in so far as regards the security 0of persons
and property passing over it requires serious con-
sideration recent incidents tend to show that
the local authorities cannot be relied on to main-
tain the public peace of panamapanama and there is just
ground for apprehension that a portion of the in-
habitants are meditating furtherfurt lierller s without
adequate measures for tilethe security and protection
of persons or property havhavingng been taken either
by tilathe stateslate of panama or by tthehe generalgenerait govern-
ment ofor new granada

under the guarantiesguaranteesguaran ties of treaty citizens of tilethe
united states havery the outlay of several million
dollars constructed a railroad across tikailia isthmus
and it has become the main route between our
atlantic and pacific possessions over which mul-
titudes of our citizens and a vast amount of pro-
perly are constantly passing to tiietile security and
protection of all which and thetho continuancecontinuat ce of
the public advantages involved it is impossible for
the government of tilethe united statesslates to be in-
different

I1 havellave deemed tilethe darger of the recurrence of
scenes of lawless violence in this quarter BOso
imminent as to make it moutyrny duty to station a part
of our naval forcinforcia the harbors of panama and
aspinwall in order to protect the persons and
property of the citizens of the united statesslates init
those ports and to insure to them saiesaferoe passage
acrossacro Ithe isthmus and it would I1in my judg-
ment be unwise to withdraw the naval force now
in those ports until by the action of
tlellelietie republic of new granada or otherwise some
adequate arrangement shall have been made for
the protection and security of a ilnalina of
communication so important at this time hot to
thee united states only bbutut to aliall other maritime
statesslates both of europe and america

meanwhile negotiations have bacen instituted
by means of a special commission to obtain from
new granada full indemnity for injuries sustainsaind
by our citizens oilon tile isthmus and satisfactory
security for the general interests of tilethe united
states

iliin addressing to you my last annual message
thetile occasion seems to me an appropriate one to
express my congratulations in viewviem of the peace
greatness and fellel icily which tiletiie united states
nownov pospossessess and enjoy to point you to the
state of the various departments of the govern-
ment and of all the great branches of the public
service civil and military ililii order to0 o ik of
of the intelligence and tilethe integrity which pervade
the whole would bsbe to indicate but imperfectly
thetile adminadainadministrativeistra tive condition of the country and
tiletilo beneficial effects of that on thetho general
welfare

nor would it suffice to say that the nation 14jqja14

actually at peace ntat home and abroad that its in
interests are prosperous thatthat the canvas ofor its
dustrious marinersmarineroma whitens every geatea and the
plough ofcf its husbandmen is marching steadily
onward to the bloodless conqueconquestAt of the con-
tinent thatthae cities and populous states are
springing up as if by enchantmentenchant meat from thehie
besoin of our western wilds and that thtiietilee
couracourecourageousgous energy of our people is making of
these statesstatts the great republic of the
world

the results llavehave not been attained without
passing through trials and perils by expelexpedienceexperienceberice of
which and thus only nations can harden into man-
hood our forefathers were trained to iliatile wisdom
which conceived and thetile courage which achieved

ridenrodenco by the circumstances which sur-
rounded them and they were thus made capable
of tilethe cationcrationcatlon of the republic

it devolved oilou the next generation to consoliclato
thathe work of the revolution to deliverdellver the country
entirely from the influences of corconflictingflicking trans-
atlantic or antipathiesantipa thies which
ededcoto oureur colonielcolon idlidi andan d revolutionary history and
to organize the practical operation of the constitu-
tional and legal institutions of thether union

to us of this generation remains jilailia not less
noble task of maintaining and extending the na-
tional power we have at lengthlengthy reached that
sagestege of our countrys career in which the dangers
to be encountered and the exertions to be made
are tilethe incidents not of weakness but of strength
inill foreign relations we have to our
power to the less condition of other republ-
ics iliin america and to place ourselves in the
calmness and conscious dignity of right by the
side of the greatest and wealthiest of tiiethe empires of
europe

1in domestic relations we bavato guard against
the shock of thetile discontentsdiscontents the ambitionambitious thetile in-
tereststteerestsrests and thetho exuberant audandandbud therefore sone
time irregular impulses of opinion or of action
which are thellie natural product of the present
political elevelevationatlon tiiethe selfseif reliance audand the rest-
less spirit of entellenterpriseirise of the people of the unit-
ed statesslates

I1 shall prepare to surrender the executive trust
to my sucsuesuccessorcessor and retire to private llietile with sen-
timents of profound gratitude to the good pro-
vidence which during the period of my admini-
strationistratior has vouchsafed to carry thetiie coucountry
through many biffidifficultiesuntiesul ties domestic and foreign
and enables me to contemplate the spec-
tacle of amicable and respectful relations between
ours ailallandd all other governments and the establish-
ment of constitutional order and tranquilitytranquilllyily
throughout the union
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I1 know not what I1 shall say or how I1 shall be

led to0 o address you but I1 halehaie notio doubt manymany arearc
thinking that perhaps I1 shall be led to speak as
plainly as I1 did two or three weeks agoapo wih
rewregregardhardgard to that I1 wish to tell youfou brethren and
sisters that I1 never could havebave led myself in such
a trafra n of ideaideas the holy ghost led me to speak
upon thosthosa items that you consider small itemitems
for if you did not consider hemthem ctof little moment
you would reform inin yourv our practices totitouchingching thothoee
pointspointsandand take a different course from what you
do10 1I do know andana that most popositively that iff
this people would put into practise those things
that I1 recommended they would be blesselbe sed for
they are fundamental principles of our holy re-
ligion If

those things are the ax that is laglailaidlardld at flietrie root
of your trees and what isis it it is
where uis that it isu at the root of thetha
tree and itif the roots have become rotten have
become defiled then of course the tree will also
berobe rotteniten with every branchbratich pertaining to it and
the whole tree will perish you are every one of
you1 ou comparedC to a tree or to a body andani there
isis no body neither will there be but what ilagliagua a
root to it it it were not so you could notcot produce
a posterity it isis for you to take thathat evil that
corruption awaawayy ffromromrem the root it is a cormuicorrup-
tion that the world is dabbling inin and thishis people
are dabbling inin it moreidore or less stichsuch a itthingling as
adultery never would be known in thehe house of
israelahlahi if some were not dabbling in that evil and
if rottenness was not at the roots of some of the
tree it is thishis which leads to the principlele of
adultery and the body has become titinctured with
corruption

it isis like this take a good sweet barrel and fill
it with good sweet pork and then deposit in thetha
center of it a tainted piece as bigbis as mymy fist and
howflow lomlong will it be before it will ruin the whwholee
barrel of good meat in case thehe tainted meat is
notPot removed upon thehe same principle let wick-
edness be inin our midst undisturbed pay rono atten-
tion to it at all andanti it will ruinruin thisibis whole peo-
ple it will canker thetile roots of the trees and
spread until all the branches pertaining to those
trees are defiled and corrupted we have got to
lay those evils aside to cease tampering with
them and pursue a course that will lead to re-
generationgoneration

manymanx may not know what regeneration is it
I1 can tellteli you what degeneration isi then I1 canran
tell you inhatflatfiat regeneration isis for instance take
a quart of the strongest alcohol and mix tentell
quarts of water with it and you have reduced its
strength ten degrees lower than it was or if you
mixmix twenty quarts of water with it henthen you
liaiiahave reduced it twenty degrees below the point
at n inch it was I1 bringbi ing this up asai a comparison
to show the have become degenerated
upon the sampsamein pprincipler T ae some are a great many
dearedegredegreese9 below zeroe mtthat is below the point of
perfection at which god first made us

some are so far from the summit they first oc-
cupied that hevtheyhey cannot see it nor can theyhey see
our father who lives there ilowhow is thehe quart of
strong alcohol to be restored back to its original
sirenstrengthgihgib it must go through the process by
which it was first produced or some process for
separating it from that by which it has been de-
generated I1 do not know of any other way andana
that is regeneration

what I1 mean to convey is that we become de-
generate by receiving principles that are less pure
and perfect than the principles of god some
have received the principles of the opposite that
isis of the devil and have been degenerating and
dedegeneratingheneragenera singfing until they are as it were de-
greesgre s below zero I1 merely use this figure to
showho you the principle of regeneration aandaddd deftdegen-
eration

en
era tion

I1 was speaking here a fefewreww sundays ago for youyon
to multiply and increaseincrease our generation isis on the
increase and is returning back towards our father
and god brdr brighamBriahatahaz has talked here todayto daydav
so plain that a little child cannot
it he spoke our fatherfattier and I1
belevebelieve what he has said inintactfact I1 iciknou of-
ten wi-en I1 have been inin the cresencpresencee 0 B ig
ham we would feel such a buoyant spinysp I1 it lat
when we began to talk we could not espre irrlir
feelings andarid soso hallelujah 17 says BbrighamBrilgI1 gnamM

glory to god says 1I 1I feef it and sayosanu
some of the bretbrethreniiren kind of turn theirtheir noses

on one side at me when I1 make such expressions
but they would not do it if they knew god such
ones do not even know br briglbanghamam and heber
if they did they would not turn a wry face at usits
I1 am perfectly satisfied that my father and my
god is a cheerful pleasant lively and good na-
tured being way because I1I1 am cheerful
pleasant lively and good natured when I1 havebave his
spirit that is one reason why I1 know and an-
other isis the lord said through joseph smith 111 I
deightdelight inalnain a giadgladgladhartplagladupartSart and a cheerful countenance
that arises from the perfection of his attributes
he isis a jovial lively person and a beautiful man

I1 cannot refer to any manmail of my acquaintance
inih my life as being so much like god as waswag
br bighams fatherfattier Hewahe wassoneone of the liveliest
and most cheerful men I1 ever sawlaw and one atN the
best of men ilehe used to come and see me and
my wife vilatevitale almost everycv ery layday and would sit
and talk with us andcarld sing and pray andanti jump
and do anything that was good to make us lively
andanti happy aabidnd we loved him I1 loved him as
well as I1 did my own father andalid a great deal
betterbelter I1 believe thus youjou see that I1 am not
partialartial in my feelings I1iff I1 seeasee a tree bring forthtetterbetter fruit than the tiebee I1 was brought forth
from I1 will like that tree the best

31 there came then his brethren and his mothermothers and
standing without sent unto him caningcalling him

3332 and the multitude sat aanalmutut him and they said un-
to him behold thy mother and thy brethren without

seekeek for theetree
33 and lie answered them sayinggj who Is my mother

or my brethbrethrenreirel
31 and he looked round about on them which sat about

him and saldsaid behold nmy1y mother andayand my brethren
35 for whowoowhosoever shail do the will of god the same liis

my brother and MYray sisterkmer andanti father and inotmotherherber
st marlmail gospel chap 3

why should I1 be partial and selfish some
menmeri cannot go and live but a short timetirrie in


