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_of pending ones.

. Though the surrender of the means of prosecut-

delayed definitive action upon it only for the pur-
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will be soon conc'uded, and’ that the peiding
negofintion with the United States may then be

resumed and termiuated in a satisfactory mau-
uer.

With Spain no new difficulties have arisen, nor |

hus mueh progrees leen mmade in the adjustment
Negoliations entered into for
the purpese of relieving our commercial inter-
course \rl the Island o Cuba of some of its bur-
dens, and providing for the more speedy settle-
ment of locdl disputes growing outof that inter-

course, have not yet been attend d with any re-
sults,

Soon after the commencement of the late war
in Europe this Government submitted to the eon-
sideration of sll maritime nations two principles
for the security of neutral commeree; oune, that
the neutral flag should cover enemies’ goods, ex-
¢ -pt articles contraband of war; und the other,
that neutral property on board merchant vessels
[ belligerents #hould be exempt from condemna-
tion, with the exception of centraband articles.

These were not presented as new rules of in-
ternational law, having been generally elaimed by
ueutrais, though not alwaysadmitted by belliger-
ents.  Oue of the parties to the war, gl
well as seversl neutral Powers, promptly ce-
ceded to these propositions; and the two other
principal belligerents, Great Britain and Franee,
having consented to observe them for the present
oceasion, u favora'le opportunity seemed to'be
presented for obtuining a general recognition of
them both in Europe and Amerjea.

Bul Great Brituin and France, in common with
most of the States of Europe, while forbearing to
reject, did not sflirmatively act upon the overtures
ol the United Stutes.

While the question was ia this position,the rép-
resent -lives of Russia, France, Great Britzin.
Austris, Prussia, Sardinis, and Turkey assembled
il Vuaris, took into consideration the subject of
muritime rights, and put forth a decleration. con-
tuining the two princigles which this Government
had submitted, nearly two years hefore, to the
consideration of muritime guwaru, and adding
thereto the following propositions: '

“Privateering is and remains aholished,” and
“‘blockudes, in order to be binding, must be effect-

ive; thal is to sny,maintained by a force sufficient |

reslly to prevent zccess Lo the coast of the ene-
my;"” and to the declaration thus composed of
four poinls, two of which had already been pro-

posed by the United States, this Government has |

been invited to accede by all the Powers represent-
ed nt Paris, except Great Britain and Turkey.

T'e the last of the two additional propositions—
that in relutiofi to blockades—there can certainly
be no objection: It is werely the definition of
what shull constitute the effectual iuvestment of
a blockaged place—a definition for which this
Governmen! has always contended, claiming in-

. demui'y for loss=s where a practical viclation of

the rule thus defined has been iujurious to our
commerce.

As to the remaining article of {he decla-ation
of the conference of Paris, “that privateering is
und remuins abolished, I certainly cannot ascribe
to tue Powers represented iuthe couference of
Parisany but liberal and philanthropic views in
the uttempt to change the unquestionable rule of
maritime law in regard to privateering.

‘Their proposition wus doabtless intended to im-
py oppioval of the principle that privute poperty
upou the ocean,althongh it might belong to the
citizens of a belligerent State, should be exempted
from caplure; and had that proposition been so
framned us to give full effect to the principle it would
liave reccived my ready assent on behalf of the
United Sgates. But the measure proposed is in-
adequite to that purpose.

[t is true that il edepted private property upon
the ocean would be withdrawn from one mocde of
plunder, bhut left exposed meanwhile to another
mode, which could be used with increaszed effee-
tiveuess. The aggressive capacity of greal naval
Powers would be thereby augmented, while the
defensive ability of others would be reduced.—

ing hostilities by employing privateers, as propes-
oa by the confereuce of Paris, is mutusl in terms,
yet, in practical eflect, it would be the relinquish-
ment of a right of littile value t§ ovne class of
States bul of essential importance to unother and
u far larger class.

It ought not to have been anticipated that a
inessure 80 inadequate to the accomplishment of
the proposed object, and so unequal in its opera-
tion, would receive the assent of sll maritime
Powers. Private property would be still left to the
depredatious of the publie armed eruisers,

I huve expressed a 1eadiness on the part of this
Goverament to accede to all the prineiples con-
taived in Lhe declarstion of the conlerence of
Paris,provided that the one relativg to the abandon-
ment of privateering csn be so amended as teo
ffect the object for which, as is presumed, it was
intended—the immunity of private property on
the ocenn from hostils capture. |

To efloct this object it is proposed to add to the
declaration that *“‘privateering is and remains
ubolished’ the following umendment: *“And that
the private property of sabjecis and citizens of a
-elligerent ou the high seas shall be exempt from

ussia, &8s |
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'a similar purport have been received in relation to
the disposition of the Emperor of the French.

The present aspect of this important suhject

allows us to cherish the hcpe that a prineiple so
humaune in its character, so just and equal in its
]'nperaunu, s0 essentiul to the prosperity ol com-
mercial nations, and so counsensnt to the senti-
ments of this enlightened period of the world, will
command the approbation of all maritime Powers,
land thus be incorporated into the code of interna-
tionul law.

My views on the subjectare more fully set forth
'in the reply of the Secretary of State, a copy of
. whieh is herewith transmitted,to the communica-
tious on the subject made to this Government,
especially to the communiecation of Frauce.

The Government of the United States has at ull
times regarded with friencly interest the other
Btates of America, formerly, like this country,
' European colonies,and now independent members
Lof the great family of nations. But the nnse tiled
 condition of some of them, distracted by frequent
revolutions, and thus incapable of regular and
firm internal administration, has tended to em-
barrass occasionaily our public intercourse, by
'reason of wrongs which our citizens suffer at their

| bands, and which they are slow 1o redress.
* Uafortunately it is sgainst the Repu lie of Mexi-
| co,with which it is our special desire towmaintain a
' good understanding,that such complaints are most
numerous; and, although euarnestly urged upon its
attention, they bave not as yet received<he con-
sideration which this Government bad a right to
expect.

While reparation for past injuries has been with-
held, others have been added. 'T'he politicul con-
dition of.that country, however, has been such as
to demand forbearance on the—part of the United
States. 1 shall centinue my efforts to procure
for the wrongs of onr citizens that redress which
is indispensgble to the continued friendly associa-
tion of the two Republics. -

The peculiar condition of affairs in Nicaraguna
in the early part of the present year rendered it
important that this Goverument should have diplo-
lmntiu relations with that State. Through its

territory had been opened one of the principal
thoroughfares across tlie isthmus conaecting North
and South America, on which a vast smount of
property was transperted, and to which our
citizens resoried in great numbers, in passing be-
tween the Atlantic and Pucific couasts of the Uuit-
ed States.

The protection of both required that the existing
| power in that State should be regarded as a res-
ponsible Governmept; and its minister wus ac-
cordingly received. But he pemained here only a
ghort time. Soon thereafter the political uffairs of
Nicaragua underwent unfavorable change, and
became involved in much vnecertainty and con-
fusion.

Diplomatic representalives from two coutend-

ment; but, with the imperfect information pos-
sessed, it was not possible to decide which was the
Government de facto; and, awaiting further de-
velopments, I have refused to receive either.

Questions of the most serious nature are pend-
ing betwteen the United States and the Republie
of New Granada. The Goverumeut of the Re-
' public undertook, a year since, to impose tonnage
(duties on Toreign vessels in her ports; but the
' purpose was résisted by this Governmeut as being
| contrary to existing trealy stipulation with the
Unitea States and to rights conferred by tharter
‘upon the Panama Ruilroad Company, snd was
‘accordingly relinquished at that time, it being ad-
'mitled that our vessels were eutitled to be exempt
from tonnage duty in the free ports of Panama
and Aspinwall. :

But the purpose has been recently revived, on
the part of New Granada, by the enactment of a
law to subject vessels visiting her portsto the

tonnage daty of for.y cents per ton; and, al-
' thongh the law has not been put in force, yet the
'right torenforee it is still asserted, and may, st any
|time, be acted on by the Governmaut of thut Re-
' publie. .

a law, during the lust year, which levies a tux of

more than three dollurs on every puulu’ﬂnil
matter transported across the isthmus. m
thus required to be puid on the mails of the United
States would be nearly two million ,dollars an-
nually, in addition to the large sum payable by
contract to the Pannma Railroed Company. 1f
the enly oljection to this exaction were the ex-
orbitaucy of its umount, it could not be submitted
to by the United States. :

The imposition of it, however, would obviously
contravene our treaty with New Granada, and in-
fringe the contract of that Republie with the Pa-
nama Railrosd Company. The law providing for
this tax was, by its terms, to take effect on the
first of September last, but the local authorities on
the isthimus have been induced to suspend its exe-
cntion, and to await further ijnstructions on the
suliject from the Government of the Republic.

1 am not yet adyised of the determination of
thut Government. If a measure so extraordinary
in its character, and so clearly contrary to treuty
stipulations and the contract rights of the Panama
Railroad Company, composed mostly of American

|cifizens, shonld be persited in, it will be the daty of

wizure by the public arined vessels of the other the United Stales to resist its execution.

belligerent, except it be contraband.”
Thisamendmeut has been presented not enly to

the Powers which hauve ssked our assent to the

declartion to abolish privateering, but to all other

I regret exceedingly that occasion exists to
invite your attention to*a subject of still graver

 import in our relations with the Republic of New

Granada. On the fifteenth day of April last a

mnaritime States. Thus far it has not been relect-
ed by any,and is favorably entertained by ull which
have mude any communication in reply.

Several of the Govermments, regarding wilh
{avor the proposition of the United States, have

pose of consalling with others, parties to the con-
ference of Paris. I huve the sulisfuction of stut-

riotous assemblage of the inhabitants of Panama
committed a violent and outrageous attack on the
premises of the railrond company, and the pass-
engers and other persons in or near the game, in-
volving the death of several citizens of the United
States, the pillage of many others, and the de-
struction of » large amount of property belong-
ing to the railroad company.

ing, however, that the Emperor of Russia hus
entirzly and explicitly approved of that medifica-
tion, and wi'l co-operate in endeavoring to obtsin
tie ussenut of other Powers; and that assarances of |

-

[ cuused full investigation of that event to be
made, and the result shows satisfactorily that com-

'plete respounsibility for what occurred attaches to

the Government of New Granada. [ have, there-

The Congress of New Granada has also \‘.=~t1.|:=u:.':t.-;-tfl**J

fore, demanded of that Government that the per- |
petrators of the wrongs in question should be

punished; that provision should be made for the

familivs of citizens of the United States who were

killed, with full indemuity for the property pillag-

ed or destroyed.

The preseut condition of the Isthmus of Pa-
nama, in so far as regards the security of persons
and property passing over it, requires serious con-
ssideration. Recent incidents teud to show that
 the local authorities cannot be relied on to main-
| tain the public peace of Panama, and. there is just

ground for apprehension that a portien of the in-
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led to acdress yon, but [ have no doubt many are
thinking thdt perhaps I shall be led to speak as
plainly as I did two or three weeks ago., Wi'h
regard to that I wish to tell you, brethren and
sisters, that I never could have led myself insuch
a fra n of ideas; the Holy Ghost led me to speak
upon those items that you eonsider small items,
for if yon did not consider them of little moment
you wonld reform in your practices touching those
poin{s; and take a different course from what you
do. 1deo know, ana that most positively, that if
this people would put into pracfise those things
that I recommended they would be blesszed, for

adequate measures for Lthe security and protection
of persons or property having been taken either
by the State of Panama or by the General Govern-
| ment of New Granada. |
Under the guaranties of treaty, citizens of the
United States have,by the outlay of several million
dollars, constructed a railroad ucross the isthmus,
and it has become the main route between our
Atlantic aud Pacific possessions, over which mul-
litudes of our citizens and a vast amouut of pro-
perty are constanlly pussing; to the security and
protection of all which, and the continuance of
the public advantages involved, it is impossible for
lha(Eiu?ﬂrnmant of the United States to be: in-
different.

I have deemed the darger of the recurrence of
scenes of lawless violenee in this quarter so
imminent s to male it my duty to station a part
of our naval forcain the barbors of Panama and
Aspinwall, in order to protect the persons and
property of the citizens of the United States in
those ports, and to insure to them sale passage
acrosg the isthmus. And it would, in my judg-
ment, be unwise to withdraw the naval force now
in those ports until, by the spontaneous action of
the Republic of New Granada, or otherwise, some
adequate arrangement shull have been made for
the protection and security of a line of interoceanic
comnrunication 8o importaut at this time, not to
the United States only, but to all other wmaritime
States both of Europe and America, :

Meanwhile .negotiations have beeen instituted,
by meaus of a special commission, to ebtain from
Nyew Granada full indemnity for injuries sustain~d
by our citizens on the isthimus and satisfactory
security for the general interests of the Urited
States.

In addressing fo you my last annual message
the occasion seemns to me an appropriata one lo
express my congratulations in view, of the peace,
greatness, and felicity which the United States
now possess and enjoy. To peint you to the
state of the various departments of the Govern-
ment and of all the great branches of the public
service, eivil and military, in orftler to speuk of
of the intelligence and the integrity which pervade
the whole, would be to 4ndicate but imperfectly
the administrative condition of the country and

ing parties have been recently sent to this Goveru-7 the beneficiul efifeets of that on the general

wellare.

Nor would it suffice to say that the nation i=
' actually at peace at home and ubroad; thatits in
interests are prosperous; that the caunvus of its
dustrious mariners whitens every sea, and the
plongh of its husbandmen is marching steadily
onward to the bloodless conquest of the cou-
tinent; that cities and populous States ure
springing up, a8 if by enchantmeat, from the
bogom of our Western wilds, and that the
coursgrous energy of our people is making of
these Uni'ed States the great Repullic of the
world.

The results have not been attained without
passing through trials and perils, by expeiience of
which and thus only nations can harden into man-
hood. Our forefathers were trained 1o the wisdom
which conceived aud the conrage which achieved
independence by the eircumstances which sur-
rounded them, and they were thus made capable
of the e:eation of the Republie.

It devolved on the next generation to cousolidate
the work of the revolution, to deliver the country

entirely from the influences of corflicting trans- |

atlantic partiuiitics or antipathies, which attach-
ed 4o our colonial and revolutionary history, and
to organize the practical operation of the couslitu-
tional and legal institutions of the Union, |

T'o us of this generation remains the u%t less
noble task of maintaining and extending the na-
tional power. We have, at length, reached that
stage of our country's career in which the dungers
to be encountered and the exertions to be made
are the incidents, not of weakness,but of strergth.
In foreign relations we have to altemper our
power to the less huppy condition of other Repub-
lics in America, and to place ourselves, in the
calmness and conscious diguity of right,. by the
side of the greatest and wealthiest of the empires of
Europe. >

In domestic relations we have to guard sgainst
the shock of the discontents, the ambiliona, the in-
terests, and the exuberant, -and therefore so.ne-
times irregular impulses of opinion or of action,
which are the natural product of the present

olitical eleyation, the self-reliance, aud the rest-
I)EhE! spirit of euterprise of the people of the Unit-
ed Slates. .

1 shall prepare to surrender the Executive trust
to my successor and retire to private lie with sen-
timeunts of profound gratitude to the good Pro-
vidence which, during the period of my Admin-
istration, hus vouchsaled to carry the country
l through many diffizulties, domestic and foreigu,
and whicli enables me to contemplate the spec-
tacle of amicable and respectful relations belween
ours and all other Goveruments, and the establish-
ment of constitutional order and tranquilily
throughout the Union.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.

Wasmixeron, DeEceEmBER 2, 1856.

REMARKS
By Prest, Heber C, Kigsh;ll, Tabernacle, Feb. S
* [REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]
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I know not what I shall say or how I shall be

|of your {irees,

ligion. :

Those things are the ax that is laid 2t fhe root
and what is i1? It is routtecness,
Where is that rottenness? It is at the root of the
tree; and if the roots have become rotten—have
become defiled—then of course the tree will also
berotten, with every branch perlaining to it, and
the whole tree will perish. You are every one of
you compared to a tree, or to a body, and there
i8 no body, neither will there be, but what has a
root to it; if it were not so you could not produce
a posterity. It is for you to take that evil—that
corruption—away from the root. It is a corrup-
tion that the world 1s dabbling in, and this people
are dabbling in it 1wore or less, Such a thing as
adultery never would be known in the house of
Israel, if some were not dabbling in that evil, and
if rotlenness was not at the roots of some of the
trees. It is this which leads to the principle of
adultery, and the body has become tinetured with
corruption.

It is like this; take a good sweet barrel and fiil
it with good sweet pork, and then deposit in the
cenfer of it a tainted piece as big as my fist, and
how long will it be before it will rnin the whole
barrel of good meat, in case the tainted meat is
not removed? Upon the same principle let wick-
edness be in our midst undisturbed—pay no atten-
tion to it at all—and it will ruin this whole peo-
ple. It will canker the roots of the trees and
spread, until all the branches perfaining to those
| trees are defiled and corrupted. We have got to
lay those evils aside—{o cease tampering with
' them—and pursue a course that will lead to re-
generation. .

Many may net know what regeneration ia. 1If
I can tell you what degeneration is, then 1 can
 tell you what regeneration is. For instance, take
. a guarl of the sirorngest alcohol and mix fen
' quarts of water with it, and you have reduced its
sirength ten degrees lower than it was; or if you
mix twenty quarts of water with it, then you
' have reduced it twenty degrees below the point
al which it was. I biing this up as a comparison,
to show the world have become .degenerated,
Upon the same principle some are a great many
- degrees below zero, that is, below the point of
perfection at which God first made us.

Some are so far from the summit they first oc-
cupied that they cannot see it, nor can they see
our Father who lives there. How is the quart of
strong alcohol to be restored back to its original
strength? It must go through the process by
which it was first produced, or some proecess for
separating it from that by which it has been de-
generated. I do notknow of any other way, and
that is regeneration.

What I mean to convey is that we become de-
generate by receiving principles that are less pure
and perfect than the principles of God. Some
have received the principles of the opposite, that
is, of the devil, and bave been degenerating and
degeperating uniil they are, as it were, 260 de-
grees below zero. 1 merely use this figure to
show you the principle of regeneration and degen-
eration. o

I was speaking here & few Sundays ago for you
to 1oultiply and increase; our generation is on the
increase and 1s returning back towards our Father
and God. Dr. Brigham has talked here to-day
g0 plain that a Rittle ehild cannot misunderstand
it. He spolke about our Father and om(
 believe what he has said, mn fact 1 kn
ten when I have been in the presence
ham we would feel such a buoyant spiril
when we began to talk we could not expres
feelings, and so, “Hallelujah,” says Brig
“Glory to God,” says I. 1 feel it and say™

Scme of the brethiren kind of turn their noses
on one side at me when 1 make such sione,
but they wonld not do it if they knew God. Such
ones do not even know br. Rrigham and Heber,
if they did they wonld not turn a wiy face at us.
I am perfectly satisfied that my Father and my
God 18 a cheerful, pleasant, lively and good na-
tured Being. W#JF? Becanse I am cheerful,

leasant, lively and good natured when I have liis
Epirit. That is one reason why I know. and an-
other is, the Lord said, through Joseph Smith, *}
delight ina gladTiear! and a cheerful countenance.??
That arises from fthe perfection of his attributes;
he is a jovial, lively person and a beautiful man.

I cannot refer to any man of my acquaintance

|

%

br. Brigham’s father. He was one of the liveliest
and most cheerful men I ever saw, and one of the
best of men. He used to come and see me and
my wife Vilate alimost every day, and would sit
and talk with us and sing, and pray, and jump,
and do anything that was good to make us lively
and happy, and we loved him. I loved him as
well as I did my own father, and a great deal
better, 1 believe. Thus you see that I am not

artial in my feelings, If I seea tree bring forth

etter fruit than the tiee I was brought lorth
from, I will like that tree the best.

31 There came then his brethren and his mother, and,
standing without, sent unto him, ealling him.

22 And the multitude sat abvut Lhim, and they sald un-
to him: Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without
eeek for thee,

33 And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother,
or my brethren?.

34 And be looked round about on them which sat about
him, and said, Behold my mother and my bretbren!

35 For whosoever £hall do the will of God, the same s
my Lrother, and my sister, and father and mother.—
[St. Mark’s gospel, chap. 3.

Why should I be partial and selfish® Some
men cannot go and live but a short time in

e

in my hife as being so much like God as was _



