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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONSTITUTION AND SCHOOLS AGAIN

The NEWS bae published two letlers
from Mr. Moftat, of Bouth Cotton-
wood, on the subject of the Constlin-
tion and the public school system, and
bae made reply to Inguiries In each.
Now tbe gentleman comes with &
stntement ot his view of Lbe situnilon,
in which he figures out that dire con-
wequences will follow to tbe public
echool syslem ubnder section 8, article
10, of the Constitution, which provides
that the echoois in oities of the fArst
nod seoond olass shall be maintalped
uwDd controiled weparale and apart from

the pounties in which eald clties are
located. Upon tbis point a brief re-
view of the real wtntue will show, we
thiok, that our correspobndent ia
wholly mistaken In hie fear of dlsaster,
a2 aleo in bis assumption of what the
proposed erupreme law of the Biate
provides,

Before prooeeding with the proposi-
tion of tax levles asn the gentleman
presents it, reference may be made lo
bis expressed fear that weallhy achool
districis will ““bear sugh force upoD
county selectmen that they will refuse
to le¥y a counly school tax.” If there
wers any inducement tuv lead oity
scbool districts o invoke suphb i1nflu-
enoe, 1t extats in the pressnt method
whereby, as he puts it, $15,000 ot Salt
Liake City texpayers’ money goes to
the support of the gouanty schoole. It
the city taxpaywrs were as illiberal as
hie suggestion 1mpolts, the present s
tbe very system to loduce them to act
inthatlipe. The factthatthey do pot
50 apt should be conclneive evidence o1
an intentlon notto do eo, abnd In that
respect clty luXpayers are lees 1lliberal
than rome who clamor againsl them.

Upon the other proposition, examin-
rtion of our correspondent”s statement
rogaidiog the levy of taxes shows
misapprebension on hia part as to Con-
wiitutional provielons, Hev npDames:
1—Two mille for ‘f‘ourrent expenges or
theTerritory(Btate);*2—Three mills for
$*a Biate school fund;’* 3—Three mills
for curreol county expeuses; 4—Two
mille for & **counuty school fund to be
divided 1D the county precieely as the
Biate fund.” Now tbesvare not In the
Couetitation at ull, but by thut doou-
ment are continued ip force us atatu
tory regulatione, suhjeot to Lbe will o
the Legislature, YWhuat he culls n
“Stute school fund'’ ia not ench fund
under the Consiltullon, but merely an
incident’sabjeot to leglslative manipu-
lation for ndding to the Btute school
fund, whichi is desoribed in section 8
ot srticle 10, and 1# made up of school
1snd proceeds, moouy from the eale of
timber, miberals, eto,—itsell a very
large resource. Age the atatulory regu-
latioms, including the fourth eoumer.
stlon made, are oopntinued by the
Constitution, then, if the whole guee-
tion liss in bandling the county
school [fupnd, as stuted hy our
correspondeut, his entire contention e
swepl nway, and the matter I left Juat
where It lo ubder Territorinl rule--

subfect to the wlll of the Lisgislature.

Regarding the suggesilop that Lhe
separate control named in section 6 of
article 10 is “‘ap entering wedge whioh
meaps the destruotion of the whole
{ree pcboo) eyetem,” the fallacy of the
propoeition is showD In the same ar-
tlcle of the Constitution, which says
*‘the Liegisluture ehall provide for the
eatabllshment and meintenabce! of
wuch syelem, and that ‘“the commcen
rchool shiall be free.’*

Even if lbe eXtreme position were
taken that tbe “*couuty school funu,”
which bae besn named as of such im-
portance, but which really is no figure
Ip the ¢ase, being subject eptirely Lo
tby Legislature and oot provided for in
the Qonetitution, were done away
with altogether, what le the eftect
upder the Btate Copstitution? Plaioly
this: That by the Btate echool taxes
the rich school distrlote, citles and all,
belp the poor opes; the righ counties
aid the poor ones. If Balt Lake City
ban the property which pays the taxes,
tben thoee taxes go to ald not only
Balt Lake county schoole, hut the
tchools of every poor distriot ip the
State. Thatis the uodeniable fapt inthe
oage, under the Btate Copstitution, The
publio sohool system ie not & syatem by
counties st all, but by the Btate, and
supported by the whole Biate, under
legislative provislons pot inconsistent
with tbe Constilution, which diz-
tributes the school fund socording to
sohool population, aod requires a uni-
form and equsl rate of LlaXation
th-oughont the Btate,

——

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF WOMEN.

A ourloue religione sect is said to
exlst in TeZaa, Altentlon hae been
called to it by the viait of three of Its
membere loc New York recentiy. The
psme of the aect is “*Sanotifled
Bisters,*” or “Banctifioationiste.’’ A
the term implles, it conslsta of women
ooly. The fouader i Mres. Martha
MoWhirter and the fubdamental
principles of Lheir religfon are celibnoy,
common properly and an lsclated ex-
Istence.

Ag an inatance of what can be ap-
complished by co-operation the fipac-
clal succees of the IHttle gommunity io
Texae ieremurkable. Nipeteen years
ago the poclely wae formed. Ugne ul
the firat efforts made was to render it
self~supporting, For this purpose each
memberemployed,a method of her ow b,
Ope womanp, who had previousty lived
io afluence, bougbt wood as it stoos
Ip toe [forest, and with the ald of
apother eister cut the tmber and
bauled the fuel to market. Othera nce-
cepted positions as domesilos ip Louse-
holds in adjoining towns, their earn-
iuga belng pvoled for mutusl beneft.
Otbers sold country prodace, snd a few
took {u Janudry work to add a mlte to
the asseln.

The community pow oonsets of
thiriy-iwo members, all of whom live
nt the Contral botel, o Belton. Tole
builaivg 18 thelr own property. The
Ceutral Hotel company is a corporalion

well and favarnbly kpown in financial
ciroles, apd represents the unfted in-
terests of the colonlste. The estimoated
wealth of the peot fe $100,000. 'The
hotel bullding apnd turnishings cost
$50,000. The rest of their ¢apital in
distributed in small enterptises,

The labor necessary fof the existepoe
of the assoclatlon Js divided among its
members. Onpe of tbhem will teach the
children. Owne of the elsters is ap ex-
pert deptiet, and has ap office fully
equipped lor workipng at her profegeion.
Tioe 1ncome from the hotel {8 the prin-
olpal source of revenue, but every In-
vestment eeems to bave been a profit-
able ope, rendering the organization
self-jupporiing anu entirely indepen-
ent. They are leaders 1n making pub-
he mprovemenis, snd ali are smong
the moet-aotive abd progressive oiil-
zeuns, mlwayes ready to advanpce the
interests of the lown. Mre. Meo-
Whirter is a member of ths boatd of
trade and a director of the Opera
Houase syndicate of Beltob,

There 18 no formal! worship of any
kind practiced by the gistere, pays the
repott from which these facie are
laken, but daily devutional exerojres
are purl of their creed, and they are
also largely gulded by ‘“ureams,* A
recital of religious experience by mmem-
bers torme a Uasis for all thelr {mport.
ant actione. Tbey aleo olaim to he
possessed of a delioate reuse, wijoh s
their greatest help, aud by it they
detept mlstaker mnde, and through it
oorrept thems.

They try to improve themselves in.
tellectaailly, and ure regular subsorib-
ers 1o the leading pspers o1 the great
citles. In thelr library are ail the
stapdnrd workes, but the works of Tol-
sto), Bellamy and other aulhors of thst
class ale moel liked.

THE CAMPAIGN,

The iipes are now distloetly formed
apd the greal political eampnigao Jn
which Utsh 18 Inboring ke a ship lo
the trough of & tempestuous eea, ia
fully if not noielly under way—the
nolsy part will be here early enough,
bowever, Here are two great parties
and one (bat I8 not 50 great arrayed
sod marshaled, eack ¢laiming every-
thing for Itself and denyiong all things
to both the others, ae usual on sach

oocarione; mwendDtime the ooolhead-
ed cltizen who does not per-
mit himeelf to bhe carrled away
by partisnp olaptrap and chesp ban-
combe looks on and smiles, It ai} talle
on him like & June shower on a well-
ted duck; be fe going to vote aoccording
to his copviotlons, and no nmount of
Chlpege lactice can ghaoge him for
iopng it at all.

It inn perfectly proper lhing to die-
cuss Lbe jesues in an Inlelligent and
tairminded way doring u campalgn:
pelther ie there apything reprehenal-
ble in orderly and well arrapged
parades with their ooncomitsnte of
muslo and ted fire, since these serve to
awaken Interest and ocuuss some who
are not sufficlent)y posted Lo st about
it at once. Therc is, bowever,nothing
to commend o misrepresentation and
tidioule of opporing candidates
euph as goes on every day, and much '



