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the situation in1 intolerable to freerfree

men the people through us their
chosen but helpless representatives de-
mand relief the officeholdersoffice holders their
patrons those who fatten uuponpon the
degradation and misfortune of our
people all the hordes of the beleff
clarlesci arlea of thehe present system will resist
the appealyour memoria listalistii however con
fidentlydenty relying upon thipthe justice of the
representatives orof the american
people ask the Covicongressgress of the united
states to enact into a law as a
measure which will afford immediate
relief the bill introduced into the
senate by senator faulkner and iuin the
house of representatives by delegate
calnecaine perfor the local government of
utah territory and to provide for the
election of certain officers in said terr-
itory 01

your memoria lists further ask that
as all essential conditions exist entit-
ling utah to admission into the union
as a state and that as soon asdour
honorable body is satisfied of this fact
a law may at once be enacted permit
ungtine her to take the position for which
cheisshe is so eminently fitted

and your memoria lists will evever
pray etc

irrigation MEMORIAL

the following memorial drafted by
the committee whose names are here-
unto attached has been presented in
the united states senate by senator
sanders of montana
to the honorable the senate and

house of representatives in con
gressgrees assembled

your memoria lists represent that in
pursuance of a call issued by the hon
arthur L thomas governor of utah
for a convention to consider matters
pertaining to the reclamation of the
aridand public lands of the west the
irrigation congress met at salt lake
city on september 15 1891 and re-
mained in session for three days there
were delegates in attendance from the
states of california colorado idaho
kansas montana nebraska nevada
oregon texas and wyoming and the
territories of utah and new mexico
and the body was in a notable degree
representative of that large section of
the union in which the rainfall Jsis
inadequate for the purposes of agri-
culture

the sense of the congress was em-
bodied in the following resolutions

resolved that this congress is in fa-
vor of granting in trust upon such con-
ditionsdit ions as shall serve the public inter-
est to the states and territories needful
of irrigation all lands now a part of the
publicbublic domain within such states and
territories excepting mineral lands for
the purpose otof developing irrigation to
render the lands now aridand fertile and
capableble of supporting a population

resolved that it is the sense of this
convention that the committee selected to
prepare and present to congress the
memorial of this convention respecting
pupublicic landsan 8 should ask as a preliminary
to tthee dessicessionn of all the land in the territ-
oriestori in accordance with thelesolutions
of the convention a liberal grant to said
territories and to the states to be formed

of the public lands to be de-
voted to public school purposes

whereas largelaige irreasareas of arid lands and
semi aridand lands situated upon the great
plainslains in the dakotas western nebraskacansaskansas and oklahoma were settled upon

in good faith by home soseakers under the
supposition that they were entering
agricultural lands and

whereas the settlers upon such lands
have expended much time and labor up-
on the same and paid into the united
states treasury therefore many millions
of dollars only to discover that irriga-
tion to a greater or less extent is neces-
sary in making homeshome for themselves
thereon therefore be it

resolved that the representatives of
adlofall of ththe stateseStates and territories directly
concerned in irrigation do hereby pledge
their unwavering support to the just de-
mands of such settlers that the genergeneralai
government shall donate at least a portion
of the funds received from the sale of
such lands toward the procurement ofprocurementthe means necessary for theirair irrigation

resolved that this congress heartelheartily
endorse the irrigation work of the agyagri-
cultural department of the national
government in the collection and aisem

of information especially its ad-
mirable progress reports covering the
whole field of irrigation development
and that it favors large appropriations for
this work hereafter

it laIs submitted that the considera-
tions in support of the request expressed
in the first of the above resolutions are
of a very cogent character it is un-
deniablydeni ably true that the general govern-
ment hashag nearly reached the limit of
its capacity to Irprovideovide homes for sett-
lers upon the public domain the
tracts now remaining are almost wholly
such as ccan notdot be sold or otherwise
disposed of under the liberal provisions
of our land laws referring to the
area embraced inthein the terms of the
resolution the condition is found to be
thatteat lands

susceptible OF irrigation
at a practicable cost are occupied and
that those which are still subject to en-
try can only be fitted torfor cultivation by
systems of canals reservoirs or artesian
wells involving expenditures quite be-
yond the resources of individual sett-
lers

the topography and other physical
conditions that must be overcome in
the work of utilizing water for the pur-
poses of agriculture araare not widely un-
derstoodderstood the ultimate sources of the
streams that provide the only avail-
able water supply are the snows that
are deposited on the mountain
tops and in deep recesses of the can-
yons in the spring these snows melt
rarapidly and form raging torrents that
cut deep channels in their pathway
thus when they enter the valleys they
are far below the hovels of the lands
which they are to reclaim this con-
dition renders it necessary to fix the
Ppoint of diversion

FAB UP THE CANYON

upon the rocky mountain sides and to
consconstruct ionon canals and flumesblumes to
conduct the water at the required
height to be delivered upon the suc-
cessive benches that lie below

the waste of water before the season
of irrigation commences is another
potent factor of expense tnim the spring
the flow of water is the largest for
obvious reasons and then vast volumes
run to waste later the supply de-
creases and tois the least when most
needed for the nourishment of growing
crops to prevent this the only
efficient remedy Isig to impound the
water in large storage reservoirs which
can only be constructed at an enormous
cost

it is not to be assumed that because

the reclamation of the aridand region in-
volves the expenditure of large sunjakumf
of money it tois therefore itinimpracticablep
on the contrary it can be fully junt
fledfied as a business enterprise compare
the yield in agricultural proproductsducth of
lands cultivated with the aid of irrig
tion with the yield of lands thatthai anam 4

watered by the natural rainfall and J

ihe difference will be found to be frfrontoas
fifty to one hundred per cent in favor
of the former land that isin now wholly
unproductive upon being provided
with facilities for irrigation immeln
abely attains a value of from ten to
fifty dollars an acre the
bebeingng ddue1110 to location accessibility to
market sand other manifest conditiconditional
it may be questioned whether thinthe
country affords a more inviting belt ta
for the investment of capital than that
which tois here presented j

we feel warranted in assumingaing that
the general government will pursuit
no policy respecting the aridand lands of
the public gomaindomain that will not assistamid j
in their reclamation and the develop
ment of their in afford
ing

HOMES TO SETTLERS

increasing the for the pegpeo-
ple and contributing tote the general
wealth the question remains whe-
ther congress will undertake the work
by direct appropriations from the trea
suryaury sufficient for the prompt con-
structionst of the required systems of
irrigation there has been some agi
tation of the subject for several yeanyeam
past without further results than the
appropriation of and its ex- i

pend iture in topographical surveys i

it is not manifest that these have
materially advanced the solution of toethe
practical problems of irrigation at anall
events the rate of progress forbids the
hope of any substantial results within
a reasonable period so far as we oan
infer the disposition of the general
government from its previous action
the answer toco the above question must
be in the negative neither is it cer-
tain that it would be practicable forcongress to pass a general law thattha
would operate justly and sufficiently
upon all parts of the aridand belt not
only do the physical conditions varyvartin the different sections but the laws
governing the appropriation and usename
of water are radically different in ad
joining statesstate wyoming differs tola
both from montana and idaho and
colorado from utah and new mexico
yet it is of I1 kimary importance that
legislation designed to promote the
reclamation of 1

THESE LANDS SHOULD

recognize and adjust itself to
all of these differences

the only alternative course seems to
be that which lpIP recommended in the K

resolutions of the congress viz theathe
granting in trust upon such conditions
as shall serve the public interest to themthe
states and territories excepting
mineral lands for the purpose of
developing irrigation to render the
lands now arid fertile and capable of
supporting a population P 1 we feet
assured that such action would bar
promptly followed by the inauguration
and vigorous prosecution of enterenterpriserprism
for the reclamation of those lands
either by the statsstates and territories
themselves or through the agency of
municipalities erected for the purpose
with power to borrow money upon the


