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WASHINGTON, 25.—The Louisi-
ana Coemmission’s report, dated
April 2lst,in New Orleans, starts
out with the statement that in ae-
cordance with the instructions of
Secretary Xvarts, and with the
kunown intention of the President
to withdraw the troops, their eflorts
wele devoted to securing a common
Jegislature of undisputed authority,
competent to'allay trouble and pre-
serve peace unaided by the nation-
al government. Both rsides were
bitter and uncompromising. The
ray they have couversed freely wit
all classes and -men representing
every parish in the State; have read
much testimony and written legal
argument: > FPhey found the facts as
follows: " Packard was at the State
House with his Jegisluture and
friends aud-an armed . police force,
As there was no quorum in the
Senate, eévéen upon his own theory
of law, his Jegislature was necessa-
rily inactive. The supreme court
which recognized his authiority,had
not attempted to Transact any busi-
ness since 1t was dispossessed of its
court room and the custudy of its
recoids, On the 9th of January he
had no organized militia, alleging
that this deficiency was owing to
his vbedience to the orders of Pres-
ident Grant to take no steps to
change the relative position of him-
self and Gov. Nicholls,
reliance was upon his alleged legal
title, claiming that it was the eoun-
stitutional duty of the President 1o
recognize and sfford bim such mili-
lary assistance as might be neces-
sary to cpable him to assert his
authority of governor. Governor
Nicholls was occupying the OJdd
Fellows™ Hall as 'a State House.
His legislature met there, and was
actively engaged in the business of
Jegislation, - All the departments
of the City goverunment of the city
of New Orleans® recognized, his au-
thority. The supreme ¢ourt nomi-
nated by Lim and confirméd by his
senatey was holding Jdaily sessions,
and Lad heard about: two hundred
cases. Thetlime for - the collection

His main’

requires the returns of the votes for
Governor and Lieutenant Governor
to be gealed up and transmitted by
the proper returning officers to the
Secretary of BState, and the same
provision is made in substance as
to the members of Lthe General As-
sembly, but in 1870 the legislature l
passed an ac¢t which was amended

in 1872, which created a returning
board, consisting of five members,

to be a'ppuiuted by the Senate and

to be the returning officers ferall

elections in the State. The act

provides that the commissioners of
election,. at each ball or voting
place, shall count the votes making
a Jist of the names of all persons

the votes were' given, the number
of votes received by each, the num-
ber of ballots contained iu the bex,
and the number rejected, and the
reasons therefor, and to make dup-
licate lists and send one to the sup-
ervisor of registration of the parish
of Orleans and one to Lthe Secretary
of State. The Jaw further jequires
the supervisor of regi-tration to
consolidate the returns received
from the diflerenit poll'ng places,
and forward them, with the origin«
als, to this returning board. If
there be any riot, tumult, violence,
intimidation, biibery or” corrupt
influence anywhere within the said
parish, at or near any of the voting
places or places of registration,
whic¢h shall tend to prevent:.the
 free, peaceable, and full wvote, it
shall be the duaty of the commis-

facts and forward the same to his
supervisor of registration, with the
rejurns ot the election, and the
supervisor of registration shall for-
ward the same to the returning
board. The returnivg board is re-
quired to investigate the statements
oflintimidation and to exclude,from
the returns which it makes to the
secretary of State, relurns where a
fair election huas been prevented.
The same Jaw turther deciared that
it shall be the datly of the Secretary

voted for and the officers for whom | facts, and es

sioners to make statements of such

practioal solution was by the union
of so many members of the rival
Jegislatures as would make a legis-
lature with a constitutional quo-
rum in both the Senate and House.
Within the last thrce days this
first great step in restoring peace Lo
the State has been accomplished in
contequence of the withdrawal of
metwbers from the Packard to the
Nicholls Jegislature, The latter
body bas eighty-seven returning
board members in the House and
thirty-two in ithe Senate. Bixty-
one members constitute a constitu-
tional quorom in the House and
nineteen in the ate,

It was in view of the foregoing
pecially the censolida-
“tion of the legislatures and our
knowledge of thecondition of Lou-
isinna, derived from. personal con-
tact with the people, that we were
indueed to suggest, in our telegram
of the 20th, that the immediate an-
noupcement of the time when the
troc ps would be withdrawn to their
barracks weuld be better tor the
peace of Louisiana than to postpone
such an aunouncement,

“1'he Commissioners, holding var

iots ehades of political belief, can-
pnot well eoncur in any sketch of
the past or probable future of Lou-
isiana. We have forborne in this
1eport to ¢xpress any opinion on
the legal questions arising upon the
fnmgrﬁug statement of facts, be-
cause our Jetter of iopstruetions
seemed to call for a statement of
facts rather than an expression of
opinion by the Commissioners. We
all, however, indulge in the confi-
dent hope of betler days for all
races in Louisiara, Awmwong the
reasons for these hopes are the reso-
lutions of the Nicholls Legislature
and the letter of Governor Nicholls
herewith submitted, which have
already been givem to the paublic.
With the earnest hope that the ad-
justment which has been made of
the political controversies of Louis-
iana will be of lJasting benefit to
that State, and will be approved by

of State to transmit to the clerk of
the House of Representatives and
to the Secrefary of the Senate of
the Jast General Assembly, a list of

of cuses had neot arrived, but a cen-
tiderable sum, of money, in . the
form of taxes, had.been voluntari
paid inte bis tresasury, out of whic
lie was defraying the ordinary ex-
pelBes. ;
The Nicholls legislature had a
quorum in the senate upon either
the Nichbolls or Packard theory “of
Jaw, and a quorum. in the house on
the Nicholls but not ‘on the Packard
theory. I'he Fackard Jlegislature
had a gquorum.J
own theory, butivet in the senate,
apd was (hus disabled .from any
}egi_algliug valid ¢ven in "the judg-
meht of its own pdrty. “The com-
juission found it to be very
to ascertain’ the precire extent to
which the respective governments
were acknowledged in the various
parisbes outsideof New'Orleans;but
1t is safe to say the chinges which
had taken  place in -the patishes
uiter the organization of the gov-
cruments on the 9th of January,
were in‘favor of the Nicholls gov-
ernment. 2 |
The claims to: legality of the Su-
preme Courty; «composed of - Chief
Justice Manming and associates,
who were nominated by Governor

Nicholls and confirmed by his sen-|

ale,rests upon the same basis as the
title of Nicholls and his senate, The
claim to the legality of the NSu-
preme  Court, ‘composed of Chief
Justice Ludeling and his associates,
rests ¢ither upon their right to hold
over in c¢ase Nicholls* court is ille-
gaborapon the legality of the Kel-
logg=Puackard sepate, whieh con-
firmed the judges upon the nomi-
nation of Governor Kellogg, and
while it bhad a - returning board
quorumy; This is the position as we
found it R

We will now state the legal ques-
tion npon which the right of these
1especiive governments depends:
The “constitution of. Louisiana re-
quires that the returps of all elec
tions for members of the General
Assembly shall be made to the sec-
retary of Stale, that the qualitied
clectors shall vote for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor al the time
and place of voting for representa-
lives] the returns of every election
shall be sealed up and transmitted
by thg proper returning oflicers to
Lthe Secrelary of State, who shall
deliver them to the Speaker of the
House of Representatives on thed
rceond duy of the General Assenibly
then to be holden, . The members
ofthe general assembly shall moeet
in the Houase of Representatives )
and examwine snd eount the votes,

| cordance with the foregoing provi-
ibe. house on its) { Shallbe.

difficult

{ but the Nicholls party denied that

the names of such rsons who,
according to the returns, shall have
been elected to ¢ither branchof the

| Geperal Assembly, and it shall be|

Lthe duty of the clerk and secretary
to place the names o! the Represent-
dlives and BSenators elect =0 fur-
nished upon the roll of the House
and Senate respectively, and those
Representatives and Senators whose
names are so placed by the clerk
abd- secretary respectively in ae-

T

sions, and none other; shall be com-
petent to organize the House of
Representatives or Senate,

The Nicholls counsel ¢laim that
this act, so far as it interposes the
returning boaird from exercisin
these powers of exclusion between
the preseut supervisor of registra-
tiomy with bis consolidated returns,
and the Secretary of State, is, when
upphed to the election of merubers
fofthe General Assembly and of Gov-.
erpor and Lieutenant Governor, a
plain violation of these provisions
of the State constitution which
says the returns of all sections for
members of the General Assembly
shall be made to the Secretary of
State, and in reference to Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, the

¢ealed up and trapsmitted by the
proper returning efficer to the Sec-
retary of State, who shall deliver
them to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives,

The counsel for Packard insist
that the legislature has power to
create this returning board and give
it the authority with which it
clotbed 1it; also that the constitu-
tionaiity of the aet has been settled
by the Supreme Court of the State;

the queslion was decided by the
Suprtéme Court in & manner that
could be considered authoritative.
It is not claimed by counsel for
Nicholls that the legislature could
not create a returning board and
clotheit with these powers in regard
to the appointment of presidential
electors, since the provisions of the
State constitution, on which they
rely, 1elate only to the election of
members of the legislature, go-
vernor and lieutetiant governor.
‘The report quotes from one of
their Jegal arguments to show
this. As maflers. stood .on ' our
arrival here, the legal title of
respective claimayts to the oflice of
governor dependéd upon this ques-
tion. There was no judicial tribu-
nal ackuowleédged: to be authorita-
live by both parties by which it

This provision of the constitution

could be solved, - For reasous al-

E | seats,

relurns of every election shall be |

the patriotic people of all sections,
we have the honor to be, your obe-
dient servants, -
- CHARLES B. LAWRENCE.
Jos. R. HAwWLEY.
JNO. L. HARLAN,
JOHN C, BROwN,
WAYNE McVEAGH,

The President gave his views on
the Indian peace policy, to the In-
dian Commissioners, that the poli-
cy of the previous administration
ebould be continued., -

CoLumeIAa, 8. C., 25.—In the
house, to-day,the democrats passed
a preamble of resolutions declarin
all the members of the Jate Mackey
house in contempt of the legal
House of Representatives,and referr-
ing their credentidls to the joint
committee of judiciary and elec-
tions to pass upen their title to
The republican members
fiercely contested this action, hold-
ing that aithough the members of
the Mackey house had erred; they
were, prima facieyentitled to seat
The committee will report to-mor-
row, and probably all but five or
six members of the Jate Mackey
house will be admitted.

NEW ORLEANS, 25,~The legisla-
ture will adjourn;, tosniorrow, sine
die. Nicholls’ Becretary of State,
Strong, and Auditor Jumel, topk
possession of the offices
House to-day.

CLARKSVILLE,

-

Missouri, 25.—A
rty of mven took Mockbee out of
IPI at Dover, at three o’clock on
‘uesday morning, hung him to a
limbhand fired eight shots into his
{body, for the murder of Willie
MecClosh last Auvgust. He would
have escaped punishment by reason

of a legal technicality.

SAN FRANCISCO, 25.

An Oroville press dispatch says
the County Court, to-day, senten-
ced four of the Chico incendiaries
to the penitentiary, as follows: H.
T. Jenes, twenty years; James Fay,
ten years; Pleasant Slaughter, ten
years; A Holderbaum, five years,
A motion for a new trial in the
cases of Jones and Fay was made
and denied.

CaMp BROWN, Wyo., 26.—Bar-
ney Hall, a prospector, has just
arrived here,badly wounded by In-
dians. He and two others were at-
tacked near Badwater, en the 16th,
and after a sharp flzht the Indians
killed his two partners, ° Three
others of the same party have not
been heard from. . B o
NEw YORK, -26.—The Times, in
an editorial, says the regport of the
Louisiana commission is simply an
acknowledgment that the remult
of their Jabors has been surrender,’
not compromise. Al legal arguo |
ments are on the side of the Pack-

lation of the Nicholls government
is a piece of flagrant usurpation.
The 7ribune eays the steam
Jaunch of the Russian flagship Svet-
land, while lying at the swinging
boom of the flagship, exploded her
boiler, and breaking away from her
moorings drifted dewn the stream
and sank. |
The pool sellers of this ecity, in
consequence of the passage, by the
legislature, of the bill prohibiting
the prosecution of their business in
this State, made arrangements to
move {o Jersey city,and the exodus
of the fraternity is soon expected.
The declaration of war by the
(zar was read simultaneously on
the three vessels forming the Rus-
sian squadron in this part, and was
received with loud applause by the
oflicers and crew, followed by the
singing of the {e deum and prayers

HupsoN, Ohio, 26.—Col. 8. D.
Harris, for a number of years editor

died suddenly here this morning.
An intelligent l.onden corres-
pondent writes, on the 14th, as fol-
Jows—‘‘We shall not grow bhalf
enough in England to feed this
year the mouths at home. A large
tract of country is stili under wa-.
ter. 1 travelled through Sussex
last week. It was a most depres-
sing sight to see the wretched state
of the land. Farmers ought to
have got their seed in Jong ago, tut
although it may be wise to cast
bread upon the waters,it is not wise
to fling seed there,. A farmer
showed me a few fields on the hill
side, near Lewes, which he had
sown onpe day, and the next morn-
ing he found the seed in the turn-
pige road; heavy rains duripg the
night had washed it all down.

v

What sott.of barvest are we likely
to bave wilh such a beginning as
this?" |

CoLuMmBIrA, 26.—Gov., Hampton,
in his message to the Legislature,
convened to-day, says:

““I cherigh the hope that you will
forget the animosity engendered by
the politieal strife, rise superior to
the petty considerations of parti-
eapship, and devoting yourcelves
with patriotic zeal to the service of
your State, you will strive earnest-
ly to restore its lost prosperity, re-
vive its wasted industry, reform all
abuses in the government, promote
| peace, harmony, good will and jus-
tice among all classes and parties.
All efforts to bring about a bet-
ter state of affairs will prove
unavailing wuntil {he finances
of the otate are put in a

of the State is established on the
'sound and honorable footing it once

the State that the:e should be no
question nor doubt as to pur deter-
mination to meet every honest ob-
iigation fairly and faithtully, but it
is equally our duty to ascertain

in the State |
t

what are its bonest liabilities. J
respectfully suggeet the appoint-
maent of a commission of one mem-
ber from each heuse, the Comp-
troller General and Treasurer of the
State, ana three citizens, under
whose directions a complete inves-
tigation of the funds and floating
indebtedness of the State shall be
made an obligation, the validity of
which sbhall be ascertained and
'shall be eertified to in such form as
| the commission or legislature ma

prescrite, and the eouponson suc

bonds alone shall be receivable for
-taxes, Thecommission shiould also

l.be charged with the duty of report-

ing to the General Aseembly at the
pnext regular session, the precise
characler of all obligations of doubt-
ful validity, or clearly fraudulent,
wilh the specific facts or testimouny
upon which these conclusions are
based. I estimate the amount yet
to be funded as about $3,000,000,
which at the rate established for
funding will require an issue of
$1,600,000 of consolidated bonds,
He recommends the establishment
of such a system of free schools as
will place the means of education

within the reach of all, the present
system, as administered, being
characterized as a mere mockery,
under which the children have
been imperfectly taught, teachers
haye been swindled out of their pay,
Land the money of the people squan-

dered. I have before me the |
teachers pay certified, te which the

board of school trustees, con-

gisting of three members,have each
affixed his eross mark as
his signature. We are bound
alike by every consideration of true
statesmanship and of good faith to
keep.up in the Btate such a system
of free sehools as will place within

the reach of every child, black as

ard government. Theree¢in be but |

ready given, the only hope of a

oae inference, viz., that the instal-

%

well as white, the means of acquir-

for the success of the Russian arms.

occupied. It is due to the credit of

of the Ohio Farm«r, at Cleveland, |

healthy condition, and the credit|J

|given an

tion. I shall JTook with confident
hope to your aild im earrying on
and fulfilling the pledge to which
we are solemnly committed.”
 WASHIRGTON, 26,
A delegation of whites and blacks
of the Labor Leaiua of the United
States called on the President, to-
day, and read an address, request-
ing him to embody in his message
to Congress a recommendation for
ap appropriation of money for in-

ployment to idle laborers; also to

frage in the District of Columbia,,
and the png ment of 10,000 working-
ingmen who have been defrauded
by contractors under the board of
public works. . g

The President, in reply, said:
This speech is 80 voluminous and
the topics so numerous that I would!
not undertake, in unconsidered off--
hand sentences, to express my opin-
ion in regard te it. Some of the:
statements of facts, perhaps, de-
serve a good deal of consideration..
Certainly if there are 20,000 men:

whom the Government owes:
money, it ought to be paid, and!
Congress would be very derelict in
its duty if it is mot done.

which you express, I appreciate it
and return my thanks, 2S¢

The right  of suffrage in this dis-
trict is not a question that I have
counsideration to., The
fact is that during the administra-
tion of Washington, Jeflerson,
Madison, and the earlier Presi-
dents, the suffrage was vested in
the people of this district with re-
gard to local affairs, but none as to
the general officers, There have
been various changes from that
time to the present.

Here chairman Hodnell, of the
delegation, interposed a query as to
what the President thought of that

forder of things as an American

principle.

The President will not discuss it.
It is enough te say that whatever
you desire upon that subject it is
within the power of Congress to
grant. I do not know what the
feelings of the people are upon this
question. It is not for the Presi-
dent to Jay down rules for the de-
cision of questions ef this sort to the
people. It is safe to leave them to
the great body of the people, If
the people wish to bave the sufi-
rage id this district, T shall not in-
terfere with them, and should not
veto but sign any ,i)ill on that sub-
ect. If there ia nothing furtber in
regard to this, I again retura my
appreciation of your kindness,

- The Attorney General had a con-
sultation, to-day, with several offi-

and examined the roll of the
United States deputy marshals, as-
sisting United States attorheys and
others, employed by marshals and

possible.

rived hore, o-dagt Ml 15 EoMB Ly
rived here, to-day, and in company
with General Sherman, hﬂ%olll in-
terview with the President con-
cerning Indian and military mat-
ters in the wesat. Hon. John Smith,

him and General Sheridan at the
War Department, and they had a
long conversation as to the intend-
ed removal of the Indians from
the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail
agencies to new reservations in

'Dakota and Missouri, where they

c¢an be provided for with more pe-
curity and less expense. |
catien of the new agencies aud the
time for removal is yet to be deter-
mined upon. No final conclusion
is to be reached until after Sherman
shall have consulted General Crook,
who is ex

other Indians to be remov
ber about 12,000. '
TRENTON, 26.— The grand jury
found indictments against Bngwr?
ville and Eagle for stealing and al-
tering Unpited States bonds. .
PHILADELAHIA, 26, — Governor
Hartranft, as eommander-in-chief
of the national organization of the
Grand Army of the Redpubﬁﬁ, has
issued a general order designating
May 30th as Memorial Day, -
SAN FrANCISCO, 26.—A Tucso
dispatch says agent Clum arrived
at the Hot Springs agency on the
21st instant. The next day

£ =

nume-

renegades came in and aceounted
for 434 more to come in. The Indi-
an police act efficiently. The troops
were to arrive next day. . ket
CoLUMRBIA, 27.—In the Senate

to-day, D. F. Walker, the. republi-

ing a honest and honorable educa- ! can under indictment for larceny

in this District out of employ-
ment, or that number of mea to:

As for
| the general expression of good will

attorpeys, with a view to reducing .
the number of assistants as far as

Commissioner of Indian affairs,met

| : cted to arrived 1n Chi-
cago in a few days, TheSioux and.

Ger:

onimo and two other. prominent .

ternal improvements, to give em-

recommend the restoration of suf—

cers of the department of Justice,

(]

The Jo-



