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protect Japanese inleresia snnd citizens,
and proceeded to look after her own
affairs in tbat nelghboring domaln,
while China asserted her exclusive
right to help the Corean king to
maintain order in his kingdom. Thia
©/aim goes, socording to Chinese tradi-
tion, as fur back as the twelfth century
betore Christ, and is founded on the
fact that .at that remote time some
Chiuese fugitive of high renk found
friendly asylum on the peninsuls,
after which time the Chinese emperors
~—for such seems to have been their
peculiar notions of what constitutes
rights of possesslon—have olaimed the
couniry me an integral part of the
Flowery kingdom. Japan's ciaims do
noi go as (ar back as these,and they are
founded on successful] invasions—the
right of gunpowder, as Mr. Bpurgeon
used to say—and altbough the Japs
were alterwards virtuslly driven out
of Lthe country, they never considered
the title to it forfeited. Corea seema to
be a case of Aleace-Lorraine in Asia.

But this fact slone would hardly
have determiged the mikade of Japan
Lo let slip the dogs of war. It is claimed
that he was almost forced to do some-
4hing in order to divert the attention ot
hjs own subjects from the 1nternal nd-
ministratlon, In order Lo prevent re-
bellion. The fact js that the millionas
Johabiting the Japsnese jslands have
not been able to fullow the rapld atrides
ol clvilization that have been taken
among them., A greal nluoiber view
toe decay of the old Institutions and
the progress of foreign customs with
dissatisfaction. There I8 fanaticism
-enough left in Japan to kindle & flame
ot hatred againat those who
granl to Ohristian religlone privlleges
which they thlok ure Gue only to their
own. The war was therefore declared,
i1 |a thought, io order to save the new-
planted civillzation from the lempwests
of rebelilon, the mikado right)ly Judg-
Ing that lf he were succeseful he would
go endear himself to the inasees of the
people that internal disturbances
would be impossible for a loug time to
come. The last Napoleon made the
same celeulation when he staked ali
he had fefton s war with Germasny.
He failed miserably. The Japauese
Napoleon may win,

1t ia but natural, as the world
goes, thal & contest between ihe
two Apsistlo powels should follow in
the wake of the progress of civilizatlon.
Japan has done everytking a power
could do tu 1t the nation to a positlon
of intellectasl supremacy In her part of
ibhe world. And bersuccess has heen
phenomenal. But among kiugdoms,
as between Inalviduals, futeliectual
superiority alone ia useful oaly o far
.as it can place ita possessor In a positlon
‘to commend respect by its nelghbors
and afl the world. The progress
of western clvilization in Japan,
Aberefore, carried with It the
mecessily ol lesting at BOM@
tlme whether Chlna or Japan shoula be
the firet power in Asjs, If this war,
then, is looked mpon ss a ‘‘kultur-
Eampf,”” s wrestling match betweeu
modern western civilization and a
e¢ivilization of nges past and geoe, It
wiil be interesting to follow its progress
and walch its termination. The result
wiil be of world-wide importance.

1t bas turned out that Russla—as the
News surmieed when the flrst war
rumors bogsn to ly—ia particularly ln-
tent on the struggis. She has suddenly

discovered thatshe has.some interests:
in'Coren, of which 1o one was aware.
formerly, and it fs s clear case that
whether Chins or Japsh carries the'
filnal victory, Russia’s purpose has
been eerved. She will obtain an ice-
free port ss s terminup to the Siberian
rajlroad, unless indeed Great Britain
should discover that she, too, bap vital
intereste in Corea and prevent the
Bear from preparing a lalr on those
constey  Consjdering . Russla’s latest
official declarations, it is evident that
Japan has-{rom the flrst been secretly
encoursged by- diplomsts from St.

Petersburg.
As to the probable outcome of
the war, unpothing can a8 yet

be saia with certainty. At flrat sight
it looks mm if the Chinese with their
vast numbers could surely force their
enemies tn defeat. But Lhere are
many things to coneider. The Chinese
afe not wunited, Miliions of them
consider the reigning aynesty usorp-
ers and would not hesilate to seize an
opportanity of risilng in rebellion, The
viceroy is also hated in the country.
He is by many considered a fraua who
has enriched bhimsell by oppresesion.
In Chinese imagination i Hung
Chang, once 4 poor mMall, NOW POSSBEREA
twoemall mountaine, one vf gold and
one of silver, and all this fabulous
wealth the result of robbery. He la
therefore by many regarded as &
tyrant and his downfall would be
bailed with joy. .Then it i well
known that the Cbinese ships,although
firet cluss In mMany respects, are Arm-
orea with English. compound armor,
considered inferior to common steel.
The nave] officers are as & rule ap-
pointed without regard to abllity,
many of the incumhenis being wholly
ignorant of naval duties, They are
known in the country for their inso-
lence to the tradesmen aad other peo-
ple on ahore,and It is neserted that tneir
defeat is looked upon with satisfaction
by the lower classes of the people. Be.
sides, the soldiers themse]vea,
with all thelr superstition, are
not always reliable, S0 that,
all things considered, the odds would
seem to be in favor of the Japanese,
These have {faken advanlage of
China’s rather unprepafed condition
snd thrown thelr force against her
with great success so far. However,
fanless China offers to conclude peace
on Jupen’s terms, the war ie likely to
be a lung one, and to be filled with
incidents of carnage on land and sea,
such as are heard of only in the wars
nf savages,

VITALITY IN VARIETY.

With the elevation of 8ir Charles
Russell to the exalted plave lately left
vacant by the death of Lord Chiet

Justice Coleridge, Enpgland has an
Iriehman as lord chief justice, a Jew
as Jord chancellor, s Beolchman as
prime minister, and is likely to have
another sa leader of the House of Com-
raone should Bir wm, Harcourt retjre,
s slep that is guite probable. h:ot.ing
and commenting upon this monopoly
of all the high posts of the British
empire by Scotechmen or Irishmen,
the Review of Keviews ironically sug-
geste that the English will soon be of
a8 little sccount in thelr own ccuntry
a8 Americans are 1n their clty govern-
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The sarcasm may:not fn ir .
gquite so biting as its lltara}utt,:"_-gh
would Indicate, but It cannot e
deemed a5 altogether without g gting,.
Nevertheless, it opensup a widg ﬂelgd}l-
for thought and reflection. Tryge it i
that if the Unlted Btates today hay t:‘
depend upon nalive Awmeticans for (he
brain and the brawn, the Intellect and!
tbe industry, the sturdy lound;tion.
and the more ornesmental superstrug
tare oi the body politic and th :

many of the evldenees of praee%?;:':;:ﬁ
ness would be wantiog, Demﬂgogues,

snd only such, mouth apeny
dreadful eftecta of the incuraion oh
‘“lorelgn hordes,” and the dire effeqts’
certain to follow this invasjon of the
New World by the overplus of the
Old. But sensible meld—ohservers
istudents, philosophers and statesmen_’
recognize the inestimableand the inex-
i iinguishable debt that thig vounitr

owes to the tnfurlor of foreign bloody
Whete would the Republlc b
wlithout the thrifty Northmen
from the SORD("DBVIBD, coun-
tries, the atout Pessantry froms
(Germany, the keen-witted ang oheer
ful sone of Erin, the honest, indusul-.l
ous Briton and Beot? Purijap blond
In the North and cavaller blgod 1g u‘;e
Bouth would hardly bave suffiged for
the many and varlous calls that have
been made upon our patriotigm and'
in the building up of the nation,
While eome elasses of lmmigratlot;l
have been objectionable, and while Lhe
tlme has perbaps come whep restric—
tions should take the place of thet
freedom with which our galeg bave
been thrown open to the migralory
world, it wili not be denfed thyt BO lz'
a8 the balance sheetof the past is cop.
cerned, the advautage has been deegid-
edly ours. What is true of contipued
ln-and-in breeding in the more ugefyl
branches of thebrute creation g equally
true of the human animal: the rage
deteriorates In strength and ambition

in courage and energy, in rorc;
and beauty. New blgod even
1f not nlways as blue and ss pu’re a8 the
strain with which it is mixed, is not
by apy means to be classifled ag an
evii; if it only be healthy and sound
it 1s certaln to prove a profound beueﬂt:
- Recurring, ia conclusion, tu the
high honors held by Bootchmen ang
Iriehmen in the British government
the English are to be congratulated that
the requielte talents ure still to ba
found among thelr fellow.citizens of
the same empire. The fact would
seemn to postpone for a time at least,ths
necessity of another Danish invasion
or & second Norman conquest,

thei

MISS FIELD'S PREDICTIONS,

Twenty months age Kate Field waa
asked a number of questions as to cer-
tain American conditiuns, celebrities

and problems ae they would exista
bundred years hence. Among other
gueries propounded were: ‘“What
American now hving will be most
honored in 18937°* *“Where will be our
greatest city?’’ *“Whal gbout tem-
perance legislation?” elc., eloc. Migs
Field answered them, at the fime,
accordlog ae whim or ability suggested,
and now ir the latesl  Jesge
of her paper she resurrects her fore
cast of nearly two years ago, obuerving

ment,

tbat Ig the light of today several of the



