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THE STAGEswage AND ITS inyINFLUENCEVrz CE

A wiell propeproperlyaly managed
theatre is an agency that can be used
very effectively for the education and
improvement of the people un the
stage the manners styles modes of liv-
ing etc of those of past generations
anganuand of otherother nations can be portrayed
BOso historically true that all claselasclassesseksei but
especially the young may derive much
information it is an exce-
llent and interesting method of teaching
history of inculcating fine moral senti-
ments and imparting lessons that must
have a permanent eftelt upon those who
hear them the representation of a
drama that gives truthful delineations
of historical incidents and scenes cannot
failfall to afford instruction even to the
niostniestmost careful student of history and to
give a bettervetter the times
and people among whom the events are
supposed to have happened this is
especially the case if the surroundings
the costumes scenery etc are in his-
torical keeping with thethe incidents

in london a few years ago charles
kean got up a series of
representationrepresentationss we believe he called
them revivals in all of which the ap-
pointmentspointments costumes scenery ac
were copeopcopicopl ledwithedwith strict fidelity after the
fashions which prevailed in the times
and places represented the thousands
who throngedthronged his theatre received im-
pressionspresspreslonsblons concerning those people and
periods which they never could have ob-
tained by any amount of readingreadihgbg in
fact the more familiar a person was
with the history of the events represent-
ed the greater was his delight at wit-
nessing the plays we had the pleas-
ure of visiting london at the time and
bawsaw the performance of henry the
eightheighth he playing cardinal wolsey
anand mrs kean taking thepart of queen
Katherkatherineinelne we shallshail probably never
forget the effect thetile performance hadbad
upon us it conveyed to our mind a
more vivid impression of the scenes de-
picted than aliall our reading had done
the gentleman who personatedpersonated the
kingwayKing was so true to lifeilfe that any person
familiar with his likeness would with-
out the aid of handbill or programme
have instantly recognized henry the
vinith the other characters were
equally distinctive

the representations of historical plays
upon our stage in this city have been
attended with one excellent effect which
we have hadbad occasion to notice young
people not familiar with the history of
the period in which the
laid have been stimulated to ask ques-
tions and to read history to obtain a more
thorough knowledge of the personages
and scenesbeenes in which they hadbad become
interested at the theatre in this re-
spect they have done much good and
though in such dramas anachronisms
may occasionally occur a further famil-
iarity with the histories soon correct
these but while wearewears convinced that
information has been diffused and 9genen
eral intelligence promotedpromote aamongon us
through the agency of the theatredatre yetet
it is in the enlarged knowledge of
language in the correct andd various
methods of giving expression to
thought which it has ggiveniv that we per-
ceive the greatest improvement slang

are still too common but therephrasesas been a great change in this
among the rising generation Thesta gt
has had a refining influence and in the
conversation of the young people we are
of the opinion that the language used is
more comprehensive and select than it
would have been had the theatre not
been made ann institution among ueus

when we concede this influence to
to the stage itat follows as a matter of
course that it should be jealouslyjealously
watched and no play be put upon the
boards respecting the tendency of whichh
there can be any doubt if there is
room for doubt about the plot the mo-
ral the language or the efeleffectact its re
presentationresentati willniN ill11 have upon the inau
leireleike shouldabia uintin hesitatingly

bejecrejecteded the elderseiders whowiio are in the
habit of speaking to the public aiealeare held
to strict accountability for the character
of their teachings no man who uses
an improper influence and whose teach-
ings are not healthy and sound is per-
mitted to labor in a public capacity
among the people after his character is
known and if theelders are thu
responsible for the influence they wield
the managers of our stage with BOso
potent0 tent an agency under their control0 1

phobiashould0 at least feel an equal responsi-
bility

I1

neither the theatre nor any
other institution among us can ever ac-
complishcom much good if it have to de-
pend upon the charity or philanthropy
of the people or of an individual for its
support the theatre should there
afore be self sustaining but while this
is admitted the question whether the
putting of a drama upon the boards will
pay or not should always be held sub-
ordinate to the question of primary
importance is iteits influence pure
healthy and elevating I1

the stagestager being a school where lessons
on deportment manners language
gestures ac are given kt Is of the first
importance thatthat performers should nevnevi 1

er sink beneath the dignity of their pro-
fessionfession the use of the name of the
deity should always be avoided it
shocks the mature and breeds a famil-
iarity in the minds of the young which
is not desirable the same also with
oaths vulgarity and double entendre
the mouthing the contortions of coun-
tenance and the rolling and blinking of
the eyes which some performers fall
into are bad habits which make a dis-
agreeable impression upon the audi-
ence and detract from the interest felt
in the artist and the performance A
performer who places a proper estimate
upon the power of the eye in attracting
and enchaining an audience will cor-
rect these faults such will also be at-
tentive to gestures that they be modest
and expressive

the obsolete and antiquated pronun-
ciation of words such as perseverper sev er in-
stead of persevere though probably de-
fensiblefensible on critical grounds in blank
verse has a tendency to mislead but
we sometimes hear pronunciation that
is indefensible on such grounds for in-
stance formidablefor mid able instead of for mi
dableda ble inciinelinelpantpant for incipient dia
theis for diathesis grammatical
blunders are not made
when the performer neglecting the
text takes the authors idea and at-
tempts to clothe itinit in his own language
a species of gagging that requires both
education and skill to make successful
this causes such expressions as be-
tween you and I1lif11 let you anardyand I1 agi1I
done 1 and others equally incorrectat to
be dardheard
ills a spirit of captious criticism
that we allude to these things we
fully recognize the difficulties which
managers and performers havehaye had and
still havelave to contend with they de-
serve credit for what tr ey have accom-
plishedshed we desire to see them perfect
in their professions and the theatre a
school which old and young may attend
with profit and delight

borders might be subjected if the gov-
ernor and the officials of the state chose
to trample upon law and lead mobs to
murder plunder and exterminate a
large body of its citizens as they did in
the case of the latter day saints the
federal government could not interfere
the state had to redress these evils or
they must go0

with suetbuchsuch views it was an easy step
to acknowledge and defend the right of
a state to secede from the union and
though calhoun diedlediedd beforebeford seesecsecessioneassion
wagwaowas attempted he bequeathed in the
doctrines whichth he propagated a lega-
cy of blood andaand a heritage of woe to his
unhappy state and actionec tion

it is interesting after the lapse of Aa
quarter of a century to review in the
lightlightonof sAsubsequentsequent events the prediepredic-
tions andana views which josephjosaph express-
ed in his famous reply to calhoun he
so thoroughthoroughlyohly exposed calhoundCal houns eo

ry in this letter that wherever I1itt
was read and it was velyvery widely circu-
lated men were struck oyby the contrast
between the narrow sectional doctrines
which calhoun advanced respecting the
ppowersawers of the federal government and
the broad patriotic and truly national
views which joseph advocated joseph
waswaa aroused and the noblenobie scorn which
he felt for the politicians tricks is
breathed in every line of his reply
space will not permit us to give this re-
ply in full but he took a high states-
manlike position he reaurepudiated the
states rightseights dcdoctrinetrine as taught by
calhoun and his schooland claimedclaimed for
the general government paramount
jurisdiction if citizens of the united
states were deprived of their rights by
mob violence iniii the state where they
resided and their cause was just anandaud
the state would not protect themthein the
parent government had the ndenecessaryessarY
authority to reinstate them in their
rights even if it required the whole
power of the union to do so to use
his own expressive language if the
general government has no power to
reinstate expelled citizens to theirthein rights
there is a monstrous hypocrite fed andand
fostered from the hard earnings of the
people A real bull beggar upheld
by sycophants he predicta clearly
that trouble would come if such views
as calhoun enunciated were to prevail
for their spread would destroy the gov-
ernmentern ment

looking back todayto day alat ahe senti-
ments expressed by politicians

years ago it does not seem strange
that the power of the general govern-
ment should have fallen into disrepute
or that war should have broken out at
its attempt to maintain its supremacy
when calhoun as a candidate for
the presidency could make public
such sentiments and martin van
buren the president of the united
states could bayeay in relation to the
same subject when appealed to by
joseph and his friends gentlemen
your cause is just but I1 can do nothing
jorfor you it is evident that
tion was widespreadwide spread and politicians
and not statesmen occupied the chief
places in the land if joseph smiths
views could have prevailed and being
constitutional they ought to have met
with instant recorecognition mobs would
have been brokenbroken up robbers have
been punished and the citizens of each
of thathe states would have been protected
in all their rights as citizens of the uni-
ted states throughout the broad domain
of the union if they had prevailed
the late tterrible civil war mimightt lit have
been averted for the supremacy of the
law and of the general government
would have been vindicated and mis-
sourisour been taught a lesson that would
have had a salutary effect on every
states rightsbights man in the union rutbutut
the weakness vacillation and dishon-
esty

ishon
of men in high places

i prevented
this and what have neebeeneenbeenn the conse-
quencesquences

it was not imagined when joseph
smith thus expressed his views that
they would be vindicated in so terrible
and costly a manner within so brief a
peperiodr od andnd yet it is true that the
wwholehole 13powerower of thishis nation and its rich
heart blood have been expended to
maintain the principle which he urged
upon the chiefexecutive and congress
upwards of twenty five years ago I1 the
mill of the gods may grind slowly but
it grinds mighty fine

THE PROPHET SMITH asioasid
STATES rightsKIGHTS

INrn december 1843 joseph smith wrote
letters to several prominent statesmen
whose names were before the nation husbusas
probableprobable candidates for the presidency
during thetho ensuing campaign asking
each of them categorically what his
rule of action would be relative to the
latter day saints as a peopeoplelile should
fortune favor his ascension to the chief
magistracy the latter day saints had
but recently been expelled from missou-
ri and his inquiry was an important
one as it involved the entire question
of states rights the reply of john 0
calhoun was brief hebald that if he
should be elpelselectedeted he would strive to
administer the government according
to the constitution and the laws of the
union and that as they make no dis-
tinction between citizens of dlfdifdifferentferent
religious creedcreedsshehe should makemak enonenone
but he continued
11 Asks you refer to the case of missouri

candor compels me to repeat what I1 said to
you at washingtonton that according to my
viewspews the cacasee does not come within the
jurisdiction of thetho federal government
which is one of limited and specific
powers

according to his view the federal
government had not the power to re-
dress the wrongs inflicted upon the
latter day saints in missouri the lat-
ter state according to his doctrindoctrineewaswas
independent and must be
sense ofjustices and right to correct any
abuses to which the residents within its

1
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march 16
editor news dear sir cor-

respondingrs alding not beingbaing my torteforte I1 trust youyon
will pardonionlon allail blunders and if after having
run heyheitau 1 tet of he editorialdItohialFial quill anyani

of this remains I1 hope you will insert it in
yourour paper for the perusal ofyour readersagott got raper

homehomoomeomo from the metropolis of dixie
a lewfew days ago somewhat demoralized from
the effects offishing too long and often all
things area re moving on revenelserenely in that lo-
cality anothethe wheatwheat isia up anand lookslooks wellweilwellweil
without irrigation Thebrethren having

received reinforcements from pinefine vallevailevalleyvailey
and st george are busy putting upun bulldulibuild-
ings

z
they have hoisted a liberty pole on

the public square and the starsbiars and
stripeses wave proudly in the breezereoreeTtheshe saintsaints on the muddy are widawid awake
and are gresslyproprogressing finely the wheat
looks extremely weaeu the trees are leafing
out and the peach trees are in full bloom
potatoes corn peas ac aroare up and look1001
ivellwell though some fears are entertained of
grasshoppers aaa they are hatchinghatchin out in
vast numbers in places thoungthough as a
alenpLen gralaral thing nothing to compare with
saltsaitaitalt lako county last year there are a
few flying around of the regular iron
clad speciesspeclesocies which have Wliveded here all
winter the nathiesnatives arg very quiet and
peaceable and doa great dealdeai of lerklenk forliethethetho saints theytheythoy seem perfectly harm-
less and docile their greatest vicolice beingbeang
gambling for their clothing oneono day you
will see an indian dressed from tontor to toe
steppingstepping around seeming to f
the height of fashion ancilleananddIllethetho mould ofbf
form the next day perhaps you will seo
him skulking in thothe brush as innocent otof
clothing as was our first parents

there have been reports current con-
cerning the raids by navajoscavajos in conse-
quence of which the brethren have organ-
ized the military for mutual protection and
drill the cavalry under coljohncolcoi john gilles-
piele the infantry under maj ER J cutlerYI1 feel thankful that I1 have been accounted
worthy to assistin lengthening and strength-
ening the borders of zion anand for the privi-
lege of rearing my children in a land free
to a veryavery great extent from the influence
of modern so called civilization

D G brianBRIA
T t

OGDENOG rET april 1

editor deseret I1 have just this
moment been an eyewitnesseye witness of one of the
most heartrendingheart rending sights that a journalist
can bobe called upon to record A woman and
two ofotherher children butchered incold blood
within the precincts of a populous city
verily civilization hath come at bastl

this afternoon about three a
fiend incarnate name not certainly ascer-
tained enteredentered the house of the wife of
wmvm butler of AfarriettMarrietfc settlement near
the track of ihothetho U P R ER and findlfinding her
alone excepting the presence of two littletletie
girls and a sucking babe announced at
once the base object of his intrusion find-
ing his entreaties his and
his maledictionsmaledictions all alike unavailing beho
suddenly turned grasped a hatchet lying
in a corner and sprang upon the woman
and by three furious blows buryinburying thetho
weapon in the side top andand backbam ofof her
hehead stretched her upon the floor having
thus rendered her powerless to resist the
monster turned upon the two little girls
one aged seven the other five years who
were shrieking with fright at the horrid
murder of their mother and inflicted upon
each ofthem thothe samerame number of blows on
the head each I1 ruTIL entering the brain the
fiend then defiledI1 I1 the dying woman

thothetheoriescries of thuthi childrenjaiJAldren had been heard
by the neighbors and two or three females
ran to the house to learn thothe cause but to
behold the atrocious scene of butchery and
outrage and the monsternonster engaged in his
horrid work As soon as discovered he
threatened he would kill thiemthem too if they
did not leave two youths sons ofbrother
horace tracy were the first on thothe ground
to render any effectual aid these hohe
fiercely attacked with a club but fortunate-
ly his blows were parried and the boys and
women so dexterously handled clubs and
stones that hohe fled taking down the railroad
track and finally crossing into the willow
patches in the suburbs of Oogdenodenden Bneingbeing
barefooted and very fleet he outdistanceoutdistanced
his pursuers and but for the opportune as-

i sipistancostance of a young man on horseback
might have escaped by a randombrandom khotshotshottiethetho
fugitive was somewhat disadisabledbietblet when
Butlebutiertherhe father of the murdered children
having by this time heard of the deeodeed over-
took him and with deadly aim sent atl bul-
let through hisbrain

the body was conveyed to the ogden
jail to be consigned to a murderers grave
tomorrowto morrow

the excitement here tiponupon the arrival of
the body was intense the whole tragedy
probably occurred within lesslegs time than
that taken to relate it and the peoplepepie knew
nothing of it until the remains were
bbroughtro g t in A gentlemanentlemanieman latolate from mon-
tana remarked tthatat helie auoughtlit not to have
been shot he should hahavehavove been burnt
said lie to cinders over a slow fire the
dreadful act with its unparalleled connec-
tions is appalling to every one

but yesterday it seems when a female
was outrageded at Nrmorganorgan weber valley and
another at north ogderogden the beastly per-
petratorspetrators of both finding a speedy sum-
mary and a self admitted justly merited
retribution todayto day brings its sad refrain
of crime intensified a female
butoutragedraged and three innocent helpless hu-
man beings most horribly butchebutcheredredl

regret it as we may the recurrence of
such atrocities can but result in sealing upulf
the hearts and hospitalities of our popu-
lation from the stranger in brur midst itcan but generate suspicion and dread per


