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COMMON ERRORS CORRECTED
we are about to note down and correct a large

number of errors of frequent occurrence in our
common talk by reading them over a number
of time you may impress upon your mmemoryr ththe
correct form of expressexpressionionlon and thus avolavoidavold the
false but we might fill a large volume with
common error and still leave hundreds unmen-

tioned andaud unless you know something of the
rules in accordance with which the language is
constructed the correcting of these errors will
not guard yeuyou wholly against falling into others
equally glaring

USING THE WRONG WORD

111 I expect the books were sent yesterday thithis
is wrong because wevre expect that only which I1is
yetet in the future you may expect that theaksbooks will be sent lotomorrowmorrow or next week or
next year but you or suspect that
they were sent yesterday or last week or last
year

mrbair murray learned me grammar 10 ileha may
have taughttaurit you but xouyou have hardly learned
grammar yet the teateacherer teaches and the pupil
learns or learn

use the word pupil instead of scholar inin speak-
ing of one who receives instruction from a teach-
er it Is better to use the word only in
the sense of a irminirwinmin of letters or a learned mancoan

1II propose to offer a few hints on conversation
mr peabodyptpeabody says in hisnis address liehe might as
well have said 1IJ offerfer0geyrey to offer a few hints 1 ilelie
should have said I1 purpose etc

11I1 seldom or ever see her say gelrelseldomdomoror never
or seldom ireverif ederever

abe woid veracity iais propeproperlyly applied to tilethe
person who relates a story budnot to the st ry
itself we may doubt hethe truth of the laiterlatter

say I1 prefer tolo walk and not iliad rather
walk

yon have sown the seam badly wheat is
sown or sosowedshiredired but a garment is sewed to
say that the banks cfof the river are frequentlyfrequency
oretovetflown instead of overleverlowed iiss auan error of a
similar character

we may summon a man by serving a summons
upon him be careful not to use the noun sum-
mons in place of the verb summon

without you study you will notrut learn unl-
ess you audystudy etc

he said that the ol wn of the sabbath is
a duty observance is the word that liehe should
havelave used

to use an adjective in the place of an adverb
as9 this letter is written shocking is a ververyy
common error but the opposite fault of substi-
tuting anall adverb foranforfon an adjectiveadje as jullajulia lookslook
beautifully beautiful is still more commola
we employ adverbs to qualify verbs it is true
but when we say julia looks beautiful 11 the woid
beautiful by the help of the verb looks with
which it iais joined in predicate or assertion
describes julia julia does not perform tiietiettetto act
of looking we look at her but by an
cal construction which we believe is peculiar to
our language the act is imputed to0 o her Consiconsiderdereer
which you wishvisit to express tilethe qualityqualify ofirof a thing
or the manner 0fankan action and use an adjective
or an adeeb accordingly

1 I dont know but ehatwhat I1 shall go to new york
tomorrowto morrow 1 say I1 dont know buthut that

A is13 now used instead of onan before wordsworda
beginning with donguionglong u or with eu Saylasay a univer-
sity 1 and a european it is also proper to say
such a one arldand not ruchsuch an opeore indand to use a

before humble humor biehieheroic historical and hypo-
thesis but an must be used before A silent

whatever can not be conveniently numbered
and is not reckoned numerically or one by oilollonee
we speak ofas a quantity as quantity of corncorr
but we do not say a quantity of oxen or a
quantity of men for these aie usually reckoned
numerically aas ten oxen aaa hundred men

you may own lots of land in a city town or
village but that does not justify youyon in sayingsavings

that you have losioslotszos of money lots of friendsfriend or
lots of learning the word loads is subjected to
the same improper

111 I intend to atopstop at home you mean atcy or
remain

corn grew in our garden last summer but we
did riotnot grow our own corn as we heard a manmail
say the other day we raised it

no manmail has less enerenemiesniesnims 1 should be fewer
enemies less refers to quantityquantify

forporforloneymoney is plenty say money i plentiful
our friend dustdurt of ages is an antiquary not

an antiquarian antiquarian is allan adjectiveii e and
we may properlypioperly speak of our friend s antiquar-
ian researches 5

huple implies union and a husband and a
wile should form a loving couple but you should
not sasaybayy a coucouplecoupiepie of men teotwo menmeu is the cor-
rect expression

james was in eminent danger you probably

readmean imminent an eminent man was once in
imminent peril

in should hebe used before the names of coun-
tries and large cicitiestiet as 11J live in the united
states he resides inin new york but at should
be used before villagesvilia 0 es and towns as at clinton
at burlington

you do not differ mithwith another person butbutrowfrom
him

neither requires nor as neithermeltier andrew norvor
william cancanscansinosintinclne2

llelieilehe was indifferent honethonet but exceedexceedingi indus-
trious 1 say indifferently honest exceedingly iain
dus trioutrion

A remarkable pretty girl conformable
your ddesireses ires agreeable to my promise
thirteenth paragraph J

little grows there bedside a coarse kind
grass tiietile writer should have baideaid besides
except a coarse kindokind of grass

this book isis notryot as large as I1 expected
should saycay so large etc using as in the
of so isie a very common error

we often hear bucheuch expressionexpressions atas 11

saw such a high tree in which such iss fifel inif
tbellthathe of so say I1 nenever saw afreealreea jaree so high
suchsuca denotes quality so degree such is prop
erly used in the first sentence of thistah paragraph11

in the phrase such expressions
say on each elietide of the river and not oilon

elthereither sidebide
111I will think on thee love say of thee
take hold on ityit 111 I knew nothing on jtit lleilelieile

was made much on in B ton substitute of
no thathat of hatthat
freesibgiboblateob tamefame FrefrdFrefromepromefrom blame

lleileliehe ia resolvedso ved of going to new bojeansOJ0 leansieanseans ayouyou
say leiesolvedresolved ongoingon lomegome

we prevailed over him to cncarylrilrit 1 we prevail
over our enemiesenemieemle but prevail upon a friend

iliin theAthe wintervinter it i salsai I1 to beddbe addi gegc oilsou to walk
ofefaofaa rainy morrmorningying on a rainy morning

I1 ilehe ran again me shoudshould be ilelieII11 ran against
me

A popular hymn commences
mistaken souls who dream of heaven

it shoud be gilmistakingstaking souls etc
we call on a friend and not upon him
received new york december 24 thh of

fowler wellweli twenty five doldollarstarslats 9 we re I1

ceileyrom a perpersonperonon or thing findeind not 011fWRWacaccusecuse a man of0 neglecting his dutyduly and
notor neglecting it

11 am thinking he will soon arrive say I1
thinethink etc

I1 she reads slow 9 should be she reads slowly
at destlest should be at the destlest
from noenote should ilelieit from this time and

since when since that timelime
eneryederyE ergery now and then should be from time to

tittimenevoror occasionally
A few weeks back should be A few weeks

ago
he spoke contemptibly of him t say contemptu-

ously
wee go across a bridge and not ocerover it
frederick belongslongs to the oidodd fellows in

that case the oidold0 id fellowfellows ounownou n him say Ffiedfreded
erick is a member of the oder of0 odd fellows

1 I amain very dry todayto day you probablypro bibly mean
thirsty

no lessess than ten persons should beobe fewer
than ten persons

t speaks bad grammar 1 say feiksspeaks
bad englishEngli or ungrammatically or uses ungram-
matical

ungrant
ma language

his character is undeniable should be hislih
character is unquestionable

carefully discriminate between words of simi-
lar sound or form andami not usenae 0jito nellneli tallontation fofor
fermentationer prince for principal partition for
petitionellion etc

carefully observe the annexed column of words
totogether1ether with their significationionlon

ante before
accepted received
augustau gust the month
Cdcapitalpital chief
complement that which completes
currier a dresdreserdresserer otof leather
de-sertdesert merit
errandierrand a message
eruption a breaking out
executorex one who executes
eminent exalted
francis a mans name
genus a class
in valvai adofld of no weight
ingenious inventive iL neament a feature
metal a bard substancesuhruhstancastance
opposite adverse
ordinance A law
pillow a cushion forthefortor the head
prophesy to preapredictlct
craditRa dittb a
etelle something remaining
stationary fixed
S abue an imagebrackytrack a path

Dscriminatediscriminate between those and the words
in the followingfollo column each of which is pro-
nounced nearly like one in the above though the
spelling generally and thehe signification invari-
ably are different the accented ssyllabley liable of
words spelled alike but differdifferentlyenlyenty pronounced
are printed in boldfacebold face

antlanil against
excepted riotnot included
augustaugusy magnificent
capitoliCapCapi lioltoly an edifice
compliment an expression of civility
Cncourierurier a inessmessengerengereDger
desdes ertyen a waste
errerrantant wandering

an inroad
executorex ec one who performs the will of a testator

r imminent threatening
Franpranfrancesceby a aomandwomans name
genius intellectual power
iniriinvalidvaidvalid one disabled
ingenuous open trankfrank
lAtillinimentments an ointment
ylilifcleuieetlieetile spirit
apposite suitable
ordnance cannon
pillarrillar a column
prophecy a prediction
reddish slightly red
relict a widow
stationeryStat the wares of a stationer
statute a law
tract a region or a small book

SEemigrants are constaconstantlyrilly arriving in this
country 1 say immigrants emigrants are per-
sons leaving a country immigrants are personspersona
comincoming into it

superfluous WORDS

she fell down upon her knees omit thetile
word domndown andarid omit the italic words in all I1thehe
followfollowingiliglilg examples

he will no from thence tomorrowto morrow
I1 the fruit was gathered off 0X

that tree
more than you thinkerthinkthin korfor
ellenelien rose up and left the room
who has got my Inkinkstand
what are you loingdoing of
we conversed together on the subject the

prefix con is equivalent to withmithidiici ta so tato converseonvereyere
means to talk with

mislingmissMisi ing his way he returned back

they restored the money back to the owner
you mayinay enterfriter in 2

111 I shall go by the latter end of thathe weeta 1

it ii true I1 came at a lae13laee hour but becausebeca tibetise
wwhyhya I1 waswag detained

1 I can notriot by no means allow it
they combined togetherjetherto and covered it over 9

1 I can do it equally as wellgilw 11 as hebe
such conduct admi s of no excuse
theethe fellow again repeated tilethe assertion
her conduct was4 as approved of
his mother finds him in money

bobolyNoboly else
As soon alever
anotherAno therlher one aadandd the other one 9

911 I have not had no dinner yet
I1 please give me bothbohbob of those books 2

hiir cat baugit a great aybig aaii at

FALSE INFLECT ONS AND constructions
take two spoonsful of sugarbugar etc the re-

c pe bayarays transfer thetile 8 to tileille last syllable
spoonfuls is thehe correct form

A disagreeableagreeable11 effluvia should hebe A didisagree-
able

agree
abl effluvium S ayiyy also A phenomenon arldand not
a effluvia nafir bror

lieile tseise brinegineine themthim books say boks
liimhim andarid meine are going to the theater Yyuai

would notnoi saysav meilme is going to the theater ilelie
and I1 are going iIs the correct espres imi in

they are coing to see charles and I1 I1 chariescharles
and I1 are the persons aff cfred by tile act of coin-
ing

com-
ing to see and should thereforethere folefoie be iu11 iliellie
ti verae siystyS ayiy charles and werite between youon
and I1 should be corrected in the sainesunes dav
the package was intended forfr albert and I1 I1

intended toror I1
6 who did you brybay this of should be of whom

did you buy tilistills the mistake consists in uainginic
the nominative case of fliethe propiopionononorin iliin the place
of the objective case Tti saybay the man
they ileumI1 shall ex cue the work is13 tuto falllallall
into the opposite enerlonor you should say who
they intend

everybody has a 04brigt to their optionsor sl butbill
we have no right to tienwetle a plural pronoun in con-
structionst with a ii iaizilarlar anteantecedent every-
body a singular noun hashai a arnht tobitoki opinioominio is
tie error here indicated iai a very common one
even our best speakers and wilwll ers fall into it
Ssdney smith forfur instance say who ver
thinks of itarning the grammar of their hliva
language till they aretire very good gram

we hearlar sueheuch expressions as these sortfort of
entertainments those kind of people etcetcete the
adjective pronouns in these phrases belong to ibethe
noungnouns sort and kind and should therefore be in
the singular number as this sort of entertain-
ments that kind of people 1

1 I1 will tagjay on thehe sofa well yonboll may lay
layflay what on heme botasola but meanwhile you must
listenimen to parry GgwynneeGwyn nes expositionexposi timlim of what he
calls theitie grand fault thehe glaring impropriety
cammi ted bybv all ranks and conditions of menment
the rich and the poor the high and the low the
illiterate and the learned except perliperilperhapsaps one
ina twentytw rity and from which not eeneien the pulpit
and I1 hee bar are totally free which is the substi-
tution of the transitivetransilive verb lay for the intransi-
tive verb lie

to lay he says is a transitive verb like love
demanddemandinginginq an objective essacase after it without the
intervention of a preposition to lie iyaniiani an

vverbrb not admitting an objective case after it
except through the intervention of a preposition yet
this perversepeiverse genei alion trill go onoil substituting
the former f r the latteriatter nounodbullinging can be moie
erroneous than to sav as people constantly dorio
111 shall go and lay down titlee question which
naturallynatu rilly arlesarlerariarlariesanps in thetiie mind of the discriminating
hearer is I1 what are you going to lay down
money carpets plans or what for as a transi-
tive verb is aed an ajor actct is wanted to complete
the sensecense the speaker means in fact to tell us
that he himself is going to lie down instead of
which he gives us to understand that he is going
to lay down or put down somethingsom ethingelbing which liehe
has not named but which it is necessary to name
before we can understand the sentence and thistilis
sentence when completed accordingaccordin to the rules
of grammar will never convey I1thee meaning he
intendintends one might as well usense the verb to put
iliin this situation as tilethe verb to lay for each is a
transitive verb requiring an objective case imme-
diately after it ifff you were to enter a room
and findanfinding a person lying on the sofa were to
address him wwithth such a question as what are
you doing there you would think it ludicrous
if be were to reply 1 I am putting doar elet it
would not iebe more absurd than to say 111 I am lay-
ing down but custom while it fails to reconcile
usits to thetile error has so familiarized us with t
that wpwe hearbear it without surprise and gi od breed-
ing forbidsforbirdsbiris ounour noticing it to the speaker the
same mistake isig committed through all the tenser
of the verb how often are nice ears aouwoundednd ed
bv the following expressionexpressions my brother lays
ill of a fever the vessel lays in st eitherKitherKith erinesineysinels
dicksdocks tilethe books were kayinlayingq on the floor
llelieileHP laid on a sofa three weeks after I1 had
laid down I1 rememberei that I1 had left my pis-
tols laying on the table you must perceive
that iuin every one of these instances the wrong
verb is used correct it therefore according to
the explanation giver thuthus my broiherbrotherbrotherbroiher lies ill
of a fever the vesselveselves el lies in st
doclar the books were lying on the floor
he lay onoil a sofa three weeks after I1 had lain

down I1 remembered that I1 hhad left my pistols
lying on the abletable

it is probable hatbat thistins error hasbas originated in
the circumstance of the present tense of the
verbverboto lay beingI1 conjugated precisely like thetile
imperfect tense of the verb to lie for they are
alike in orthography and sound and differ only

I1 in meaning and litfitin order to remedy the evil
which this resemblance seems to have created I1
have conconjugated at follfoil length the simple tenses
of the two verbs hoping the exposition may be
found useful for it is an error which must be
corrected by all who aspire to the merit of speakreakpeak-
ing their own language axell 1

the THEiun E VERB
to lay I1 toilarollflieI1

aresepresentNT TENSE
I1
thouthon

lay
clayest ISSlylpys

I1
thou

lielle
ilettilent

dawly

ifeile lays imoncarpets Kidelles toololgoLF
plans on a rolawe irlay r wewnlielle

youtou lay kany at lielle any
Sthey lay thing theythet lleile jwwhere

IMPERFECT TENSEense IMPERFECT TENSE
1 la ytiaala mo 1 downdowioumou dt Snevynety Ttungu lyest to lonslongilebielamlaid carpetcarpetssp if layplanpiana n a sojasojiE 3weweleliduld vre ayiy rnvtouyou laid I1i youtouyoulylay 1 any

lierewrethey laid thingting laytay
PRES laying lyinglaying

paric laid perrnerr lamlain
in such am fences as03 these wherein the verb

is used reflectively if 1I layy myself down on thi
grabsgrass I1 shallshail leatchcatch cold ileilelie ildlidiidI1 ldid dodownn
oilon the green sward ibethe verb to laglay is with pro
pityallyty substituted for the verb to lie for ohphf ad-
dition of the emphatic pronoun myself or01 himself

hiting an objective caeraeracae e ataim cominecornine imme-
diately apterafter ththee vei hb without the intervention of a
preposition renrendersderst it ary filat the verberb tnani
ploaloyeded should be transitive not intransitive be-
cause irdiiraliraitray sit ve verbsverus govern tilethe otje casecash 1

but this is13 lieile only iriiti which to lay
liisitisinsealfead of to lie can be sanctioned by the ru es tiff

I1grammaryuyou rrayiray set onoil fhethehe bench tiltill I1 return 111 I
think youyon but ehatwhat shallshrill I1 set we often atbit
traps for mice and gi denerdeuer fetsetet plant
torlornito plantsplant etc I1 will sit however VI1 youyon
please do not say 1 I set or 1I I wawai setting by
I1ierierler bedside 1 it should be I1 sat or I1 waswaiwatsittinging

sot s still worse but we sometimes hear it
tirlTHE VERB TO SIT

present tense
SINGULAR MURALaural
1 I1 altill 1 we nrv
2 youit 2 yuyuryutyouirt
3 ilelle sits 3 ibrinyy blibit

past tense i

ZSlIN NOriAR PlpluralURAIunai A

1 1I matsat 1 matwatca t w11

2 you matratat 2 you bitpit
3 1 ie 8181si 3 Theysatat

PRESENTr participle
COMPOUND participle having sat

margadetMarga letiet rose tilethe basket from the floor
youyoi fiust use in this case ihatile transitive erb
raiseraise tilethe past foinfonn ol01 whichwinch is raised she
raised tilethe basketbusket frommfrom the floor rierice is EBan in

verb the sunfunun ilsesilse it rose this mommum
ing

doD0 not saygay he was obliged to fly the coun-
try 1 flee is the proper wortword

shehe said to the shopkeepershop keeper lifif this clothcioth ie
good I1 will twenty lardscards of iii mmfloiio
should have sidsaid it the cloth i god ec tiietile

mode implies bailball contingency andaud
futurityutu rity

i 1 miimil be drowned nobody shall help mp 1 iais a
form of express onoil attributed to a frenchman
struggling inin the waters of thehe thames english-
men and americans frequently make antill equally
incorrect use of the auxiliaries and will
tiietile schoolmaster at home says

shall and trill are both used lo10 express future
time alidand their proper application constitutes one
of the difficulties of tilethe when tilethe

1 future is to be expressed simisimply without emalia
isi elseis shall must be i usedsed afteraater bethe ffistst person aidairdald
will after the second andarid third buthut when the
faure iiis to be expressed with determination andami
authority will should be used aflerafter the first per-
sonon and shall alterafter the second and third ifhifueae
wish to10 express will or determination with le-
gard to lielleedessfuture we must use will and riotvot shall

it oilon the other hand wexe merely foretellfort tell a
fufutureture event without reference to will or deter-
minationmination shallsazbaibal mustmilt be used

1 should and would are subject to the same rules
a shall and wiilwill would expressexprespreb vovolililionlonion as 1111 I1
would do it were I1 in your place should ex-
presses duty Pss you should aogo it under any

111 I should have wentimitai say gone
some perperilsperris wwee might peipet haps say a majori-

ty of those who professedly peakspeak the EnIenichEn ih
language ueuse the imperfect tense and the per-
fect tense togethertogether in such sentences as the
following 1 I intended to have called on him last
nightftp 111 meant tolocatebuzehare purchased orieoteore yesterdayeterday
or a pluperfect tenaeterse and a perfect tense togtegtogetherellier
as yonyou should hareiguetare hittenwrittentc to hanehave told lellei
thee expressions are illogical btbauecauce es the
intentioninen kne to perform an act must be prior to tholh
act contemplated the act itself cancall notriot with
propriety be expressed by a tense indicating a
period of time precious to thehe intention tilethe
three sentences should be corrected thus placing
tile second erbverb in the mood I1 intended
to call on liimhim last night I1 meant to purchase olleone
yesteryesterdaydav you should have virttenavirttenteh to tell tier

if I1 had have known it I1 should have acne ed
differently of what utility isi bavehave in the fore-
going sentence stysay if I1 had knownty etc

lipHP got on to the stagecoachstage coach at Leedsleedsvilleville
why use two piepositionsprepositions when one would be
quitequ pc as explicit and far more elegant

he continued on beyond the pilaPriaphalanx of
course bowhow elseiseiseeish could he continue omit on

to acho was the order given 7 andarid who do youou
accuse otof lu gleet to whom addaad whom do ou
accusedaccuse

it is I1 wiowho is to perform the 2 should be
it iiu I1 who am etc

scott wrote
I1 will be nerHER whose footloot the waves wet not

ilehe should have written I1 will be she
foot the waves wet not

they were frightened more than vsus should
be they were frightened more than uetre

beware of using as in the place of that as
ahlitib is the man as I1 saw

either refers to two things only therefore
you must notriot say either of the three

each refersrefert to a single object only as each
of the girls was rewarded and notnet were rewardedrewardfd

they were the most beautiful cfof any otherobber


