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A WORD FOR CHRISTMAS.

The beautiful ocustom of glft-élvlng
at Chrlstmas js becoming so mercen-
ary and exacting a procees In thia ad-

va: ced age that many people are almost
of the humor to deeire that it be bon-
ored rather in the breach thun the
observance. The habit of giving
numerous and costiy presenis, far be-
yond the pecuniary rbility of the
dopnor, and hence coming far
short  of causing the pleasure
to  the reciplent which a simpler
token of aflectlon would ineplre, ia
to blame for this lnmentsb'e -lecadence
in the year's best holiday. Bul po one
likes to be consldere:l mean, ar stingy,
ur ungrateful, nn ! therefore every one
thinks it hisduty to foliow in the wake
of the heedless throny, buying presents
which he caa til afford or incurring
Jdehts which may take hin: weeks, n-r-
h%m even months, fo pay.

be Latter-day Haints are not
jotlowinuw after ihe pal-
lerns of the world, and here is an
vecasion where they bhave a flue
opportunity to show sturdiress and
independence, They cun, if they wili,
rescue Chrlstmas from the unpo‘Eu-
frity into whieh it ia sinklog. Tue
NEws appeals to them to doit, We
~hulln ¢ undertake to multiply words
or nivance drrary arguments; but if
each one will give to the subjsct a
mom«Dt’s ealmo und honert thouybt, wa
are conviuced tbere will te little money
apent frivolously, leavine the more to
nllevinle a nelghbor’s dirtress and to
work other deeds of real charity, We
would mut discourage the custom of re-
membering the children api  one
unnother fn the time-houored way; but
we would lke to see excess wod
« x!ravagance chegked, 8o that the joys
uf the ocenmiop may not be marred by
Jegretful ur reproaonfiul efterth ughts.
1n s word,we sbould Jike to sue the old
tdes nf Christmua revived and the day
honored in fts true spirj-.

glven to

_

ON TRIAL FOR HERSEY.

The spectacle presented to the goun-
iry in the trial for heresy of the two
¢minent P.esbyteriun divipes, Dr.

Brigge and Dr. Smith, 13 somewhat
unique. Lt partly reealis the faint out-
lines of Inecidents of bygzone ages
when it was considere! n crime to have
sn Independent thought and to give
expression to it tn publie.

‘fhe trinl of Dr. Briggs has already
been in progress about & year, aud the
only thing brought out so far eeems to
be that the nccused is In the art of dis-
jectics the superior of hia judges. He
Is one of the mnst prominent bibliesl
peholars in the Presbyterian ohurch,
an? Io 1690 he obtuined the posiltion

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

a8 professor of EBiblical Theology
in the Uwnion Theologicrl Semi-
pa ¥, New Y rk. Iu his ipau.

gural addrees he oriticized the West-
minster (onfesslon and ma'le, among
uwiher statemente, the following: It is
ibe testimony of buman experience in
a!l a_es that Gtod manifests Himself to
twen and gives certaiuty of His pres-
snce and authority. Tlere are three
great fountains of divine authority —
the Bible, the chureh and the reason,?’

A committee appointed toinvestignte
the rumors of Leresy which bad their

origin in this address found that this

statement meant that thechurch and
reason were upperted to be equal in
authority with the sacred Seriptures.
Seven charges were formulated,among
which was that be teaches ‘“‘a ductrine
of the character, ptate and sanctificu-
tion of believers after death whioh irre-
conoilably coufljots with and 18 contrary
to the - oly Seriptures and the stand-
ards of tbe Presbyterian ehureh.”

The dottor denied that he taught the
dootrine of a future probation any this
charge was left out. To the remaining
ones he piead “not gullty.”

The question now before the judges
to devlve 1sa whethrer the aseertion that
God manifests Hiweelf in His Churoh
and through humun reason s oou-
trary to the Bcriptures and to the
atandards of the Presbyterinn church.
Here is evidently an unpleasant dj-
lemma. The dootrive may be eoutrary
to the ghureb s andar s und yet 1o fulj
s¢cordance with the Boriplures. The
vefendant mey be able to prave that he
is strietly on Bible ground, while the
proseculiun may be abvle to prove thut he
basabuudoned the crouud taken hy the
church. The conviction of Dr. Briggs
may jead to the dJiscovery Lthut the
t‘resbyterians 1u ail those years have
beld as due rices of fulth what ennoot
te suetained by tha **Word of God
Written.** Wiith this possibility star-
1vg the judges In the lace, there s no
wonder that the whole triai is mory or
leva & mugd e,

To one whose reasoning facultles are
not bound by warrsw conlessions of
with it weuld seem but reasonable to
expect that Qod will continu- o
mupifest Himself i His Chureh as He
according to sacred history has done in
ormer agee. A nd the Bible {teeif cer-
talnly sustaine the view—whutever
mny Lave been theoplpion of the rev-
arend framers of buman con essions of
talth—tbut wherever there !sa true
Churgh thers are revelations and
spiritual gifue,

As to Dr. Bmith, hip case has hardly
attructed B8 much atiention as that of
D, Briggs. The gentleman was ae-
cused ol and suspsnded, we belleve,
for holding amony other things that
1he Bible 18 not n verbully inapired
record, a theory long ago abavuened
.y the ablest theologians. It might do
inthe fiiteenlb centuyy, when glaselcaul
learning had just commmenced to wake
up from its long slumber, to assert that
«very word in the Bibie as now extant
was inspired by God, Butlp our age
with the knowledge we huave of the
history of the Bible, bow it has heen
copied wnd re-copied, paraphrased,
trapglated nnd undergone innumerable
changes since the first ¢opies left the
hande of the authors, it is nothing
short of presumption to preach the
verbal inspiration theory.

The sympathy of the enlightened

jast,

public peems to tend toward the de-
fendanls tn these two o©ases, and an
iropreesion is being created that the
Presbyteriens need very much a re-
vislon of falth.

A GOLDEN SOLUTION.

There 18 many a truth spoken in
A more or less jooular commuri-
cation from Parowan iu Baturday’s
News |Indicsted the possibility of
escape from the flonnelal enthrall-
ment which the aingle standurd con-
apirators have throwo upon the Greai

Weat  and  thereby the w liole
lind; the neans psavor somewhat
of the realme of Utopla, but

would be eminently efficacious If car.
ried out. Briefly, the correspotident
anpounced or intimated that at the
rate at which gold was being discover-
ed in southern Uiah it would be so
plentiful us to become the secondary
wmetal, wherely, naturally enough,
silver would bound to the fore ani the
w¢oldbugs be olamoring for astandard
whose unit of value would he the
*‘dotlar of our da s’ wilh vven less
metal in it than there now is.

It would yecidediy be a great thing
in two ifmportant respects 1f such a
conpummstion could be reached; Arst,
the natural enrichment of the Terri-
tyry whicly suoh fluds would bring
ahout, an segond, the accomplshment

of  tardy and  wellearoed jus.
tive. There 18 Do oora reason or right-
fulpese in the ecourse which the

financial shurks of the world have
laken toward silver, than there 18 in
the people principally nflected by it
submitting without protest or action.
That {ts inferiority jno comparson with
zold is the rmerest Aotion, at least be-
vood a certuln defined limlit, has been
sbewn mso often and mo thorough.-
Iy that it js at this time 1dle to discusa
it; in faol, we are disposed to belleve
that It 1s ussless to engage in any fur.
ther contests over the matter und that
when our delegates to Brussels returp
hiome they might as well remalin and
ieave the British and continenta]
filuanolers to work out their
own redemption. If, through dis-
honest legislation, the purchas-
ing power of a eclass of money
wore largely oiroulated than any other
is curtailed and its value thus re-
duced in comparleon with some other
kind which alote is made recei vable for
debts, naturally enough the obligations
of the debtor class are increased 1o
exactly the exient of the depreclation,
whlle the holder of the liab.lity has
had his noter, bills or what not in-
creased over what their fece ecalls for
to & correspollding extent. Of course
the men #ho avail themselves of sugh
means of Inoressiog thelr gains are as
dishonest as is the legislation by which
the transaction is legalized, It s only
robbery, without excusv or provooa-
tion, for silver s ne royal and intrinsie-
ally valuable pow as when it waa
stricken downand its puwer to pay debts
destroyed. IV was done In order that
usury, which is oftener than otherwise
an euphemism for petit larceny, might
te accnmplished by s more oircuitous
and In a less apparent manner.

But why urgue with such men when
they bold the whiphand over us? They
have the lawmaking power on their
side, becausv those necessary to the



