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A WORD FOR CHRISTMAS

the beautiful custom of gift giving
at christmas is becoming sogo mereen
ary and exacting a process in thisthia ad
va ced age that many people are almost
of the humor to desire that it be hon-
ored rather in the breach than the
observance the habit of giving
numerous and costly presents far be-
yond the pecuniary ability of the
donor and hence coming far
short of causing the pleasure
to the recipient which a simpler
token of affectaffectioniOD would inspire is
to blame for this lamelamenlamentabletabe le cadence
I1ini i th years bestbeat holiday but no one
likes to be considered mean ar stingy
or ungrateful an i1 therefore every one
thinkskhinkis it his duty to follow in the wake
of the heedlessheed less throngthrone buying presents
which hebe cancaa ill afford or incurring
debts which may take mai weeks pn r
haps even month to0o pay

the Llitterlaterater day saints are notdot
given to iolhollowinglowing after the pat-
terns of the world and here tois an
occasion where they have a fluefits
opportunity to show sturdiness and
independence they can if they will
rescue christmas from the unpopu-
laritylarity into which it lieis sinking the
news appeal i to them to do it we
thail n At undertake tot multiply words
or aadvancevance drearydefay argumentarguments but if
each one will give to the Ousubjectbett a
moments calm and honthonest thought we
are colvconvincedneed there will be little money
spent frivolously leaving the more to
alleviate a neighbor dit theoe and to
work other deeds of real charity we
would sotnot discourage the custom of re-
memberingmembering vietie children an I1 one
simothernother in the time way but
we would like to see excess antiand

4 extravagance checked so that the joys
of the occasion may not be marred by
regretful or reproachful
I1 an a should like to see the old
idea ofnf christmas revived and the day
honored in its true

ON TRIAL FOR HERSEY

the spectacle presented to the coun-
try in the trial for heresy of the two
tminert Ppresbyterianesby terian divines dr
briggs and dr smith toia somewhat
unique it partly recalls the faint out-
lines of incidentsinciuenta of bygone ages
when it was consiconsideredderel a crime tohave
an independent thought and to give
eexpression to it in publictothe trial of dr briggs has already
been in progress about a year and the
only thing brought out so far seems to
be that the accused is in the art of dia-
lectics the superior of his judges he
lain one of the most prominent biblical
scholars toin the presbyterian church
SDIan 1 I lain 18901690 he obtained the position

asa aceprofmeMoror 0off biblicalaT theology
in the uunionoo00n theological semi-
nanayy new Y rk in his binau
gural address be criticized the west-
minster confession and made among
other statements the following it is
tthelie testimony of human experience in
all aaesso that gojgod manifestomani feets himself to
men and gives certainty of his pres-
ence and authority there are three
great fountains of divine authority
the bible the church and the reason 010 1

A committee appointed to investigate
the rumors of heresy which hadbad their
origin in this address found that this
statement meant that the church and
reason were asserted to be equal in
authority with the sacred scriptures
seven charges were formulated among
which was that be teaches a doctrine
of the character state andaad ca-
tion

ca-
lion of believers after death which irre-
concilablyconcilconellably conflicts with and tois contrary
toabeto the oly scriptures and the stand-
ards of the presbyterian church f

the doctor denied that he taught the
doctrine of a future probation and thisthie
charge was left out to the remaining
ones he plead not guilty

the question now before thebe judges
to decide toiswhether the assertion that
god manifests himself in his church
and through human reason is con-
trary to thebe scriptures and to the
standards of the PpresbyterianresbyFresby terianterlan church
here is evidently an unpleasant di-
lemma the doctrine may be contcontraryrry
to the church is andar iss audand yet in full
accordance with the scriptures the

may be able to provedrove that he
is strictly on biblebibie ground while the
prosecution may be able to prove that he
has abandoned the grougroundtid taken by the
church the conviction of dr bridgeBrigge
may lead to the discovery that the
presbyteriansrians I1iuu all these years have
holdheld as crinesdoctrinesdo of faith what cannot
oe by the word of god
written J with this possibility star
ing the judges in the face there Is no
wonder that the whole trial isin more or
iflesses a mumuddleidle

to one whose reasoning faculties are
not bound by narrow confessions of
alth it would seem but reasonable to

expect that god will contina to
manifest himself iitint his church as he
according to sacred history has done in
ormerorme agee Aandtid the bible itself cer-
tainly sustains the view whatever
waymay have been the opinion of the rev
arend framers of human con of
balth that wherever there is a true
church there are revelations and
spiritual gifts

As to dr smith his case has hardly
attracted as much attention as that ulof

drbr briggs the gentleman was ac-
cused of and suspended we believe
torfor holding among other things that
the bible tois not a verbally inspired
record a theory lung ago abadabai unea
jyiyay the ablest theologians it might do
in the fifteenth century when classical
learning had just commenced to wake
up from its long slumber to assert that
every word in the bible as now extant
was inspired by god but in our age
with the knowledge we have of the
history of the bible how it has been
copied and recopiedre copied paraphrased
translated and undergoneunderdone innumerableichanges since the flisfirstt ccopiespies left the
handsbands of the autauthorsbors it is nothing
shortabort of presumption to preach the
verbal inspiration theory

the sympathy of the enlightened

public seems to tend toward the de-
fendantsfendants in these two cases and anall
impressionImp reulon isin being created that the
presbyteriansrians need very much a re-
vision of faith

A GOLDEN SOLUTION

there laIs many a truth spoken in
jest A more or lessleas jocular communi-
cation

com munt
from parowancarowan in Satursaturdaydara

NEWS indicated the possibility of
escape from the financial enthrall-
ment which the single standard con-
spiratorsspira tors have thrown upon the great
west and thereby the whole
lind the means savor somewhat
of the realms of utopia but
would be eminently efficacious if car-
ried out brieflyBrit fly the correspondent
announced or intimated that at the
rate at which gold waswag being discover-
ed in southern utah it would be soBO

plentiful as to become the secondary
metal whereby naturally enough
silver would bound to the fore an I1 the
nold bugs be clamclamoringring for a stanstandardlard
whose unit of value would be the

dollar of our da is with even lossless
metal in it than there now Is

it would decidedly be a great thing
in two important respects if such a
consummation could be reached first
the natural enrichment of the territ-ory which such finds would bring
bout and second the accomplishment

of tartlytardy and well earned jus-
tice there is 90 more reason or right-
fulness in the course which the
financial sharks of the world have
taken toward silver than there tois in
abetb s people principally affected by it
outsubmitting without protest or action
that its inferiority in combar son with
gold tois the timeresterest fiction at least be-
yond a certain defined limit has been
shown so often and so thorough-
ly that it is at this time idle to discuss
it intactin fact we are disposed to believeteatthat it is useless to engage in any fur-
ther contests over the matter and that
when our delegates to brussels return
home they might as well remain and
leave the british and continental
financiers to work out their
own redemption if through dis-
honest legislation the purchas-
ing power of a class of money
more largely circulated than WAYany other
is curtailed and its value thus re-
duced in comparison with some other
kind which alone Isie made receivable for
debts naturally enough the obligations
of the debtor class are increased to
exactly the extent of the depreciation
while the holder of the lity has
had his note bills or what not in-
creased over what their face calls for
to a corresponding extent of coursecoarse
the men who avail themselves of such
means of increasing their gains are as
dishonest as is the legislation by which
the transaction is legalized it is only
robbery without excuse or provoca-
tion for silver Is as royal and intrinsic
ollyoily valuable now as when it wagwaa
stricken down and its power to pay debts
destroyed it was done in order that
usury which is oftener than otherotherwisewipe
an euphemism for petit larceny might
be accomplished by a more circuitous
and in a lessjess apparent manner

but why argue with such men when
they hold the over us they
have thetee lawmaking power on their
side because those necessary to the


