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ir this part. The “News is very much
appreciated.
GEO. M. WHITE,
GEO. F. ASHLEY,
Charlestown, Jefferson County, West
Virginia.

OUR COUNTRY HIS THEME.

Rev. J. Leonard Levy, the noted
FPhilladelphia divine,held spell-bound an
audience of over 2,000 people In the
Agsembly Hall Wednesday evening, the
learned gentleman speaking upon Our
Country. His rtemarks were well
runctuated with applause, especially
when the freedom of America and
her desire to set others free was re-
ferred to. the audlence belng thorough-
Iy imbued with that spirit which is
characteristic of every true Ameri-
can citizen.

After patriotic selections by mem-
bers of the Tabernacle choir and prayer
by Elder George Teasdale, Rev. Levy
wis Introduced by Elder Brigham
Young, his introduction being the sig-
nal for considerabie applause. The
apeaker commenced:

Breathes there a man with soul
dead
‘Who never to himself hath said
This is my own, my native land.

Of al! sentiments, sald Dr. Lovy,
that well up wthin the human heart,
next to the love of God is the love of
country. What an ennobllng burden,
what a high idealizing sentiment, Our
Countryl Its (Constitutlon was wide
a8 the folds and broad as the earth
itgelf. Our Country in time of peaca
or war, Our Country, |s the sentiment
which will respond within the breast
of the patriot under every circum-
stance of lfe. No matter what jts
size or form of governmenl the chil-
dren love thelr own, their native land:
and of all people upon the earth to
breathe such a sentiment,the American
reople, sald Dr. Levy, had the wisesr,
the most fervent right.

Fitty years ago. What a change it
had wrought along the borders of
Western civillzation and progress! The
Pionecers of the West had done for
Tftah what the American people in
general had done for the United States.
It was the flrst time the speaker had
gazed at our surroundings “sith a
critlcal eye, and he had been led to
remark: Truly such faith as this Is
not to be found even In Isarel. He was
willing to go back to the East and
tear witness to & faith in God uncon-
querable among the American people,
and that with no flattery, but prompt-
ed by the plaln, unvarnished truth.

Dir. Levy here raferred to the coloni-
zatinn of America, and its rise and
progr~ss during the 120 years interven-
ing. lir advancement was marvelous,
and its flag which now fluttered in the
breeze from e¢very conceivable point of
honor,betokened fredom to all,a freedom
which Jude pll the world, all humane
country-loving people, a hearty wel-
come, There was no bigotry in it: no
narrowness of soul, but it was as broad
as the great expanse of heaven, and
threw out o0ven armsa to all who cher-
ished freedom, to all who bhelieved in
the libertv, which only a glorious re-
public, such as ours, ean glive, In view
of these facts, the wholr world was
partaking of our instituticns of learn-
Jdng. reeagnizing the great growth of
our country, and the good that would
cne oul of it

or. levy snid that Amcrica never
idealized war as had Erypt and As.

BO

svrig The % wes of the latter bore
, witness of their corditlen in Years
AR-inE. Amitica had fuught for in-

dividual riglts ard fer the emancipa-
tion f the ¢t l+e? race, They had
always regarded war as terrible and

never had they mzde conyuest an ideal!bleedlng and mangled, declared Dr,
a5 dild Rome of old, nelther glory as Levy, appealed to a great portlon of a

did Nayeleen or Frasee. The
f-leal was of tighieousness, fustice and
minty, and while. =ald the epeaker, the
#pirit ¢f the Conptitull~u Hod not been

fully carviel out by the wiministration. j also referred to bw the speaker.

he believed thelr ‘deai wag the same
and wanhl s rentinuce

The United States was now engaged
in an Internatienal ¢oulaet.  The taps
+f 1w drum. the clarion notes of the
kugte and the tread of ir arilal feet had
resounde.  thraugh the Jund,  America
ha-l exhausted ait diplomwatle means
te. aveid war and tn give snd perpetu.
ate unto the people, the bLleasslngs of
peace |nL all in vain. President Me.
Kinley hatt shown himeself 5o be a hero,
believing that peace huth her victories,
- less rene-wned than war, but ah
in vain. Wnar was neviteble and it
hnad come.

High in the heavens declared the
speaker, it had been recorded that the
sins of Bpaln were complete and that
her punishment was nlgh. “Wart! What
a terrible thing! It drew a pleture of
bloodshed. It told of the wounded and
the dying. It spoke of bappy homes
destroved, obliterated; of rmothers in
deep anguish for their children, sweet-
hearts for their lovers, wives for thelr
husbands and chlldren for their par-
ents. And yet withal, it could not be
avolded; diplnmacy had beep fully ex-
hausted and It became the duty of citi-
zens of a free and mighty republic to
push on with full forece, to the end that
war ghall cease, and to say with Deca-
tur: Our country right or wrong, our
country.

The speaker pletured the dastardly
atrocities of Spaln, whieh had forced
America to interveme. The history of
Cuba, said he, was one of appalllng
horror, The revolt in Cuba had been
brought about as was the revolution in
America. Unbearable taxation was the
cause of {t. The people of the produe-
tive, self-sustalning little isle had been
robbed of thelr all in order to replenish
and fill up the coffers of their Spanish
neighbors, who had met with reverses
and great losses, which had to be pald
by the Cuban people. It was the
spreading on of taxes that had caused
murmurings and discontent among the
Cubans. They wete a happy and pro-

gressive colony beforehand, but the
merclless agts of their wicked. con-
sclonusless ocompanions  had  driven

them to starvation, misery and death,
Such,in short. was the statns of affalrs.
Promise upon promlse tc alleviate
their sufferings, to tear down thelr op-
pression had been made by the Span!sh
natlon, but further than this nothing
had been done. The pledged pacifica-
tion had not materialized, and for a
period of nearly thirty years, the Cu-
bans had suffered untold misery and
privatlons. untll in 1895 they were
forced to declare war to the knife, and
adopting our national colors, the red,
white and blue, had lung them to the
breeze and commenced thelr Aght for
right and Independence. And with
God's help, sald the speaker, and the
ald of the American people, Cuba shall
have her freedom.

Dr. Levy told of Weyler's debut on
Cuban sol]l with an army of 200,000
Spanish soldiers and hia scheme of re-
concentration. He plctured the city of.
Matanzas with its 76,000 people starv-
ing to death, around the free, billowy
waves of the bay, and under the broad
expanse of the heavens, with its pure,
air and general health-glving qualities.

' He spoke of the cruel murder by Span-

ish soldiers, of the little boy who had
gone out seeking food for his mother,
and was arrested as a spy; and por-
trayed the general conditlon in that
war-stricken land, where a veople had
been persecuted and down-troddem to
an extent unknown and unrecorded In
the annals of all eliv]llzation. Cuba

U. 8. great nation. The flat had gone forth.

Cuba must and shall be free.

Spaln’s great dignity and lofty posl-
tlon among nations 400 y-ars ago, gas

ut
she had dom!ipeered with unspeakable
pltilessness and brought herself to the
doom that now awaited her, It had
been well safd in the Congress of the
United States, that Spain had buiit
more churches and condemned more
people to death in the shadow of those
churches, than had all the nations of
the earth put together, The Spanish
flag will not be tolerated on the West-
ern shore of civilization, declared Dr,
Levy. America will tell Bpain to go
back into obscurity. Your cup of in-
iquity is fllled. Your measure of cruelty
is long drawn n~v+!' Avannt! Lie down
in the dust, amd shrink from the slght
of clvillzed and humane humanity,
were the doctor’s telling words.

Cuba ¢cull net help hirself no more
than eould Ireland. The policemen,
as the iriclman had seld, would not
et thean. It was true ireedom to
share i1 wiih cthers. There was no
desire on the part of Amerhva to annex
Cuban terriiory. The Americans -had
en*ared the war ,  the spdrit of jus.
tize and humanity. Their 9ag was the
most beautiful, grarnd ansd glorious that
waved above any reorle. 1t betokeneq
pratection to womanheod and a shield
tn chitdhood. Tt was |iki wize a menace
to tyranny. and. unlike vther nations,
its a b ¢ was not aggresslon, bloodshed
and econquest. It had not sought big.
ness, but grestnegs. and like Rome of
old It wng a missivrary natlon, with
a grea! m.ssicn to perform. and that
migsian t¢ esiablish and maintaip
p2ace, as wel' aa to ameliorate the con.
diti-n of suffering Pumenity. Wash.
ington was an ideal Gomez and Cls-
neras, and it woull kave been coward-
ly, and agalnst the spirit of a liberty.
loving pecpie and a free nation, to have
refused to do aur part In helping the
Cuban peaople. Interveiriion was a
sarrifice. but non-intervention woulg
have shattered all Americun ideals,

After a brief reference to the Maine
disaster In tre harbor of Havana, ang
the Monrcoe doctrine which stood out
g0 boldly for liherty ard freedom, Dp,
Levy turned his atlention t3 the volun-
teer armmy ard the pari ke was about
to rday it it—chaplain Ir. the Pennsy)-
vania regihment. ¥e was pleased ¢o
note the ready and witling response
from Titah. and Theped he would be
privileged to gu =lde by side with them,
Death or victorv was the motto, angd
America had spolien with fery elo-
yuence and would continuc to do ga
untf] the American eagle had fright-
enerd away the Enanish vulture npow
ferding an starvinz Cubans. With
Dewey, Eampsnn, #elley and our
brave vGlunteers sald the speaker,
Cuba shall be {ree.

Dr. Levy then dwelt on England’s
loyalty to the cause for which Ameri-
ca was struggling. This was an age
of unification. There was a tendency
on the part of one nation to foIn is-
sues with the other, and why should
not the Anglo-Saxons, unite in a love
of God, a love of peace, and a love of
all that was requlred. The Anglo-
Saxons had accomplished by evolution
what others had accomplished by
revolution. Rupsia, France and the
other haughty natlons of the earth
were shaking and falllng. ‘They had
been weighed in the balance and found
wantlng. England and America
would continue to grow, and 1t was
the speaker’s belief and opinion that
the time would come when the Union
Jack of England would become JInter-
woven with the Stars and Stripes of
America, not for war, but for peace,
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