sanctity of the home of the Utah
Commiseion, asked the Becretary of
that body, if its deliberations were
open to the pubiic. ‘**Certainly Bir,”’
teplied that gentieman. The writer
then ushered himself into the awiul

presence of the Commission. He
seated bhimeelf on a capacious
-lounge, =and touk a  birds-eye

view of the scene. Three gentlemen
were seated at atable. Ove was read-
inga document rejating to the Ogden
election. Auvother gentleman who
aat at the end of the table turped his
gaze upon the writer. Thisgentleman
was a venerable, portly person. His
aspect Was bland and benign.
He asked the writer whether
he had any business before the
Commission, ‘The writer confessed to
beiug a newspaper man, and that he
wags present under the belief that the
sesaions of the Commission were open

the public. The suave Commissioner
gaid that in a measure the gessions were
public, butin the present casethe writer
could not reminin. Lf hedesired he could
come at the close of the session and the
Commission Would be bappy to give
the particulara. The writer then told
the geutlemen present, that he was a
citizen of Ilinois, and that he
thought all Unlted Statés courts
were open to the public. Lest
the Commission might entertain
a dread that the writer was a “‘Mor-
mon,?’ be informed the gentleman
that he was not a **‘Mormon,*’ and that
they need vot fear any injury at his
hands, It was all to no purpose. The
writer had to get, and his Parthian
arrow, as he left the parlor, was:
*“Then, the sessions of the Uiah Com-
mission are not open to American eiti-
zens from [liinoie??

The venerable gentleman replied in
his blandest accents, ““not in this case,
but if you, or any other gentleman
comes ot the close of the session, the
proceedings will be gladly given.”
The writer then left, and he ia now at
leisure to tell the Director-General of
the World’s Fair at Chicago, that a
Chicago citizen eager for public infur-
mation would not be admitted to the
deliberations of the Utah Commission
in 8alt Lake City, on February 2nd,
18581,

GROVER CLEVELAND AS A THUN-
DER STEALER.

THE New York World of January 27
coptaius an sccount of what is koown
in that city ns the “Aunnual Police
Dinner.?? Itisgiven by the superin-
tendent, inspectors and captains of the
force, and is attended by judges, con-
gressmen, assemblymen, and men of
distinction in politics, trade- and com-
nierce.

At the dinner given this year such
men as Grover Clevelaud, Chauniey
M. Depew, Mr. Dana of the New York
Sun, and several mewmbers of the
United Slates Senate were present. Mr.
Depew, it is wefknowu, ranks as the
foremost alterdinner orator in the
country. Mr. Daua, it is under-
stood, does not cherish the warmest
kind of admiratien for the ex-Presi.
dent. Mr. Cleveland was, at one time,
engaged in a police capacity, and it be-
came a matter of curiosity to the bau-
gueters to hear what he would say on
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this occasion. Depew chuckled ip-
wardly at what he proposed saying of
the ‘“‘Buffalo hangman.’’ Mr. Dana
took copious notes, and he thought
that his presence wounld cause Mr.
Cleveland to lose several pounds of
fatty adipose.

In due time the redoubtable Grover
was called upon. He began his
speech in a happy vein. He al-
luded to Indigestion arising from
attending patriotic dinpers. He
had done enough of this, and had suf-
fered so much in consequence that he
was entitled lo a pension. This was
trea.ling on Mr. Depew’s domain. The
palm of mirth wassnatched by s man
who was supposed to be incapable of a
smile. Gradually he settled downo to
his work, and to the utmost consterna.
tion and total paralysis of Depew and
Dana, the ex-President paid:

““Betore entering this evelhing upon an
amplification of the patriotic sentiment
assigned me, [ hope I may be permitted
to say a few words by way of establish-
ing proper relutions between the com-
pany bere assembled and myself.

‘rrhis exepedingly enjoyable entertain-
ment is given under the auspices of our
eity’s police authorities and officers; and
it may well be regarded as a
meeting of past and present con-
servalors  of the peace and their
friends. I beg, theretore, to suggest that
nearly twenty years apo [served a term as
sheriff of a county ranking third in point
of population among the countics of the
State, and that, at a later date, I was for
eleven months Mayor and Police Com-
misgioner of a city bearing the same rela-
tion to the cities of the State. It may
scem strange to those who know me as a
mild and amiabie man to learn that in
the tutter eapaciti my chief duty was to
admini-ter rebuke and censure tosuch
members of our police force as were con-
victed of vliolations of the rules of the De-
partment. Of course I claim the benefit
of the presuimption that this distasteful
and uncongenial duty was well and thor-
oughly performed. So fur as my Shriev-
alty is coneerned, I may say by way of
magnifying my claim for reeognition
here that I not only held the office and
performed its duties but [ have since
st;ﬁ“cred more or less abuse on account
of it.

“Not many years nago, during a
Natlonal pelitical campaign, a female

orator ‘was cmployed to go about
tbe country emploring the elect-
ors of the Jand to withhold their

suffrages from the ‘Buffalo hangman.’
You must agres with me that this was
guite dreadful. It makes me almost
shbudder to” think that pernaps this fe-
male's efforts may have much to do with
a dieastrous result. But, afterall, thereis
a grain of comfort (n the reflection that
this thing was done in the heat of political
contest and by one avowedly in the em-
ploy of political adversaries. There was
also, I believe, some uncemplimentary
reforence to the offiee of sheriif or deputy
sheriff in the newspapers. This,of course,
is sad enough. But even such wounds
may be healed; and then, too, we must
remember that something should be con-
ceded to that inestimable boon, the {ree-
dom of the press, of which our country
boasts, Butthouglk my term of office us
sheriﬁ!expired so long agotbat I might
plead the statute of Iimitations I desire to
stand with ex-Sberiff Grant, with ex-
Sheriff Sickles and with ex-Sheriff Gor-
man in defensc of one of the oldest offices
known to eivilization, and one which, if
faithfully administered, cannot fail to
lt';ﬂect credit and honor upon its incum-
nt.’*

Mr. Cleveland’s alluslon to himself
a8 the “Buffalo Havgman?® apd his
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happy reference to the dignity and
antiquity of the Bheriff*s office com-
pletely upset the postyrandial merry-
man, and the severe gatiric journalist,
while the whole array of executive law
officers present were delighted.

When Mr. Depew arose to speak it
wae with a weak heart. His thunder
had been stolen, to refer to a police office
in a hnmorpua way would be to put
himself in 4 bad position. He repeated
that old joke sbout the policeman be-
inyg ubsent when nmost wanted, but it
was 50 ancient that a policeman present
suggested the use of chloride of lime.
Mr. Depew finally retired within him-
gelf, nnd-Dana did not speak at all.

-

A REAL LIFE ROMANCE.

THE family of Ham!iton is one of the
most distinguished in the Uuited
States. Alexander, the firast of the
American braoch was born in the
West Iudies in 1757. He waa of Beotch
and French parentage. At an eally
age he came to New York, and sub-
sequently became one of the fathers of

the United States Republic.

The Hamilton family has beld a dis-
tinguished place in American history
ever since the revolution. At present
it is involved in one of those dramatic
entanglements of the Liord Fauntieroy
type. But as matters look just now, it
seems that the drama will close favor-
ably to the family, and happily for the
chief actor in it. :

1t will be remembered that the newss
papers some months ago ¢ontained
sensational accounts of the udeath of
Robert Ray Hamiiton in Idaho. The
story of this young man’s life surpasses
anything that fiction or romance can
furnish. He was intelligent, refined
and educated. He was & favorite and
pet of the highest social circles of New
York. He wasalawyer by profession
and a politician for recreation. Ha
was locked on by the leaders of his
party as the soul of honor. Every re-
form measure that had the appearance
of benefitiag the people and the c¢oun-
try found in him an ardent ad vocate.

Huddeuly this man acguired a no-
toriety that brought him chagrin. The
press dispatches announced to the
country his narrow escape from death

at the hande of an iofuriated
and drupken woman. A day
later revealed the {act that

he had contracted one of these foolish
end unfortunate allinnces which make
the plots for raany a tale apnd drama.
The ¢ase was brought into the courts.
lospector Byrne the famous New
York policeman told a tale which sur-
prised the world, and which brought
shame and mortification tu the proud-
gpirited Hamilton. The woman was
sent to the penitentiary.

Hamilton next sought silence and
seclugsion. He bought a rapeh in
Liaho. He made a will, which dis."
¢liimed all ties of marrlage with the
woman, but leaving $1200 a year to the
child in the case. e tcok up his re-
sidence on his ranch in Idaho,
determined to live forever in sulitude.
About four weeks after coming to
Idaho, his dead body was found in a
small creek not far from his new
home. It wassaid thai he went out to
huut, and by some accident was



