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Y a ago its objects are the collection

and diffusion of information between
r represented at the confer-

ence and also the enlightenment of

american merchantsmerchanta and tourists re

garding our slatersister republics south of
Z us it lais supported by subscription

from the south american countries

according to population and by the
united states it is to be continued

ten years and if found useful thereafter
indefinitely the director is under
the supervision of the united states
secretary of state

the director Is mr W E curtis a

wellweh known journalist he has trav-
eledaled extensively in nearly all the
south american countries under his

direction a vast amount of literature
pertaining to these countries has been
most effectively circulated in the
united states

the annual report recently issued

showshows that the bureau is meeting the
purpose for which it was intended
commercial intercourse and letter
mails have increased twenty 11fiveve per
cent within the last year between the
united states and ththe latineLatin american
countries the exchange of printed
matternasmatter has increased fifty per cent and
newspapers give more attention to

toeake affairs of their respective coun-
tries than formerly

LUTHERANS IN THE UNITED STATES

to the figures of the
becent census the total number of
lutheran communicants in the united

in very close on con
with organizations with

church property valued at
pennsylvania stands first with
wisconsin next with and
minnesota third with all the
states and territories have communi-
cants except nevada the indian terr-
itory and Okioklahoma

arranged according to languagelanguage
members belong to synods

wholly german to synods
partly english and partly german

to synods using wholly the
english language norwegian

swedish danish 2000

lala and 18851385 finnish
the earliest lutheransLutherans in america

came from holland to manhattan la-
land

is-
land in 16281623 with the first dutch col-

ony they were subjected for some
time to disabilities because the public
reformedBeformed religion was that established
toin the colony it was not until tilethe
englishish took possession of nownew york
teatahat ttheh lutheransLuth erans were allowed full
maty y 0off worship

the 8swedesw establishedestablishod lutheranism
onOB the balbanksonbanks of the delaware in 1688

theL arat synod there was organized lain

1748 by henry muhlenburg and in
1786 the second synod the

of new york waswaa formed
the system of faith held by all

lutheransLutherans laIs setget forth in the augs-
burg confession luthers cate
chasms the apology of the Aaugs-
burg
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confession the Smalcald articles
and the formula of concord the
cardinal doctrine of the system is that
of justification by faith alone the
ordinances of baptism and the lords
supper are held to be not mere signs or
memorials but channels of grace

lutheransLutherans believe that in the holy
supper there are present with the ele-
ments antiand are received
and supernaturally the body and blood

of the lord jesus christ but tran
substantiation as held by the roman
catholic church is rejected as is also
consubstantiation as held hyby the an-
glican church

the entire luthern communion inIII
the united states includes the genera
synod the united synod in the south
the general council the

twelve independent
synods and several independentdependentia con-
gregationsgregat ions the total number of com-
municantsmuni cants is 11 in round num-
bers

UTAH POLYGAMY AND THE
TELLER BILL

the philadelphia bulletin has the
following editorial on the utah quer
tion

the whole population olof utah is esit
mated at upwards of and on this
basis the people of ahlithat territoryterritory are
again claiming the right of admission
to the union they algne that they are
not only stronger numerically than were
montana idaho washington and other
recently formed statesslates at the time of their
admission but that they have in a larlarge
degree the resources and social concondi-
tions of an established and well ordered
commonwealth this isib probably true
asan the mormonscormonsMor mons who comprise one half
of the population have always been dis-
tinguished as a rule for their thrift and
prosperity there can be no doubt that
the territory tois fully equal in all the ordi-
nary qualifications rerequiredaired for entrance
into the union to any statetate that has been
admitted in the past forty years

attempts have been made in recent
years to admit utah to the union and
the democrats in congress have general-
ly been disposed to sustain them without
regard to the effect wwhichch suesuch actactiononrefardinmight have on the perpetuation of poly-
gamygain this like slavery in the old days
the democratic leaders apparently re-
garded whickas a local institution which the
people there should be permitted to regu-
late in their own way the republicans
on the other hand navehave uniformly op-
posed the admission of utah except on
the renunciation of polygamy

but within the pastt few years there
has been a marked change90 in the situa-
tion the severity of the enforcement of
the federal laws has made the practice of
plural marriages dangerous it hhas led
the mormon church to disavow po-
lygamy and to put on record a solemn
promise to obey the federal law

in this matter as well asaa in all other
how far this disavowal and promise have
been observed cannot yet be clearly as-
certainedcertained the general drift of opinion
however among well informed observers
in utah is that the mormonscormons itsas a body
are sincere and that polygamy generally
is on the point of ultimate extinction
governor thomas who represents the
federal authority and who we believe
has no prepossessionspossessionspre in their favor hashaa
reported that he can thus forfar see no rea-
son for believing that they are not sin-
cere nevertheless there are some sus-
piciousniclous gentiles who do not hesitate to
declare that the apparent attitude of hav-
ing abandoned polygamy is only a trick
and that if utah were to become a
tilethe mormonscormonsMormons who being a majority
would rule the statestale as they pleased
would be at liberty to revive their marital
practices and manage the new common-
wealth in the interest of their church and
polity

this view is probably not shared by
senator teller of the adjacent statestale of
colorado who hahas introduced a bill into
the senate providing for the admission of
utah as a state without restriction it tois
not to be conceived that senator teller
who is a good and intelligent republican
n all things except the question of free
silver would make himself responsible
for this measure if he were not satisfied
that polygamy cannot be revived with
thathat odious feature of his character re-

moved there is nothing in the average
mormon which makes him objectionable
or indeed different from other enterpris-
ing and industrious WeRtwesternerserners unless it
be that hishia enterprise and industry are
even more effective in the accumulation
of wealth and material comforts with
the complete renunciation of polygamy
with the gradual decline of the tremen-
dous influence which the great person-
ality

erson
of brigham young left tehinabehind

him over bis followers with the appear-
ance of a nownew generation that sees poly-
gamy under the ban of the law and a
thing of danger to the man who touches
it and with the steady infusion of gentile
immigration it is not difficult to foresee
the day when the mormon churchwillchurch will
become powerless for mischief and when
it will be compelled to accept the new
order of things if it has not already done
so or asaa in 1848 when young led it
from nauvoo in order to escape the en
croachments of the growing population
of illinois to abandon salt lake city and
seek a new haven of refuge

senator teller in speaking of his bill
says

t there toia no danger of mormon rule
in utah even if she be admitted as a
state i do not see why she is not fully
qualified to enter the union she has
more than the entire population of wyo-
ming and idaho together and more thenthan
three times that of wyoming alone poly-
gamy is dead the young men do not
practice it and do not believe in it and
tthetie people are dividing on party lines in-
stead of the old lines of mormon and
gentile

if it can be shown by senator teller
and others who want to bring utah into
the union without franchisingdisfranchisingdis the
cormonsmormons that the mormonscormons have ac-
tually and in good faith given up poly-
gamy as a practice the one vital objec-
tion to clothing the territory with state-
hood will be removed there is nothing
else in the mormon creed we believe
which tois offensive to the moral instincts
of the american people in all other
respects it may be tolerated without dan-
ger to our social and political institutions
as freely as we tolerate the great variety
of religions eccentric or grotesque that
flourish among us indeed we are not
certain whether the admission of utah
into the union with the wonderfully
quickening effect which that brivilprivilege
always exercises on the industry and


