THE DESERE

years ago. Ita objects are the collectlon
and diffusion of informailon between
the countries represented at the confer-
ence, and nlso the enlightenment of
A merican merchants and tourlsts re-
garding our sister republice south of
ue. It is pupported by subscription
from the-Bouth American countrles
aceording to populatien, and by the
United Btates. It is to be continued
ten year‘é and if found useful thereafter
indefinitely. The Director is under
the supetvision of the United Btates
Becretary of State. -

The Director 1s Mr, W, K. Cartie, a
well-known journalist. He bastrav-
eled extenpiveiy in npearly all the
South Amerlean countries, Under his
direction n vast amount of literature
pertpining to these couutrles has been
most effectively circulated in the
Unlted Btates.

The appual report recently issued
shows that the Bureau is meeting the
purpose for which it wae intended,
Commerclal intercourse and letter
mails have incressed twenty-five per
cent. within the last year, between the
United States and the Latin American
countrter. The exchange of printed
muntter has Increased fifty per cent, and
newspnpers give more attention to
the aflnirs of their respective coun-
tries than formerly.

e

LUTHERANS IN THE UNITED STATES

ACCORDING to the flgures of the
recent cepsus the total number of
Lutheran communicants in the United
Btates in very close on 1,200,000, con-
nected with B427 organizations, with
chureh property valued at $34,218,000.
Pennsylvania stands firet with 218,000,
Wisconsin next with 149,000, and
Minnesota third with 148,000, All the
Btates and Territories have communi-
cants except Nevadu, tbe Indian Ter-
ritory and Oklahoma.

Arranged according
454,000 membhers helong to synods
wholly Qerman, 283,000 to synods
partly Enpglish and partly German,
199,000 to eynods using wholiy the
Engtish language, 180,000 Norweglan,
89,000 Bwedish, 14,000 Danish, 2000
Islandic and 1385 Finnish.

The earliest Lutherans in America
came fromn Holland to Manhattan Ia-
lapd in 16828 with the first Dutch col-
ony. They were subjected for eome
tlme to disabilities becaure the Public
Reformed religion was that estahlisbied
in the colopy. It waemnot until the
English took possession of New York
that the Lutherans were allowed full
liberty of worship.

The Swedes established Lutheranism
on the banke.of thé Delaware in 1638,
The first Byuod there was organized in

to language

1748 by Henry Muhlenburg, and in
1788, the second synod, the minister-
ium of New York was formed.

The systein of faith held by all
Liuntherans fs set forth in the Auge-
burg Confession, Luther's Uste:
chisme, the Apology of the Augs-
burg Confersion, the Bmaloald Articles
and the Formula of Concord, The
cardinal docirine of the system fs that
of justification by faith alone. The
ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s
Bupper are held to e not mere sigusor
memotinls, but channels of grace.
Lutherans helieve that *“in the Holy
Supper there are present with Lhe ele-
ments any are received sacramentally
apd supernaturally the body and blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ,?* but tran.
substantiation as beld by the Roman
Catholic Church is rejected, as is nlso
copsubstantiation as held hy the An-
glican Chureh.

The entire Luthern Communion in
the United Btates ipcludes the Genernl
Bynod, the United Bynod in the South,
the Genperal Council, the Bynoudieal
onCference, twelve Independent
aynods, and several independent con-
gregations. The total number of cow-
municants s 1,199,614, in round num-
bers 1,200,000.

UTAR POLYGAMY AND THE
TELLER BILL.

The Philadelpnia Rulletin hos the
following editorial on the Utab ques-
tion:

“The whole population qf Utah is esit-
mated at upwards of 210,000, and on this
baris the people of that 'f‘erriwry are
again claiming the right of admission
to the Union. They argne that they are
not only stronger Dumserically than were
Montana, Idaho, Washington and other
recently-formed States at the time of their
admission, but that they bavcin a Inrge
degreo the resources and sccial condi-
tions of an established and well-ordered
commonwealth. This is probably true,
as the Mormons, whbo comprise one-half
of the population, have always been dis-
tingunished, as a rule, for thelr thrift and
prosperity. Thers can he no doubt that
the Territory ie fully equal in all the ordi-
pary qualifications reqnired for entrance
into the Union to any Srate that bas been
admitted in the past forty years,

v Attompte have beon mado in recent

‘years to admit Utah to the Union, and

the Democrats in Congrosa have general-
ly heen disposed to sustain them without
regard to the offect whioh such action
might have on the perpetuation of poly-
gamy. This, likeslavery in the old says,
the {)emocraﬂc loaders apparently Ie-
garded as & local inatitution which the
eople there should be permitted to regu-
ate in their own way. The Republicans
on the other hand bave uniformly op-
posed the ad mission of Utah, except on
the renunciation of polygamy.

«But within the past few years there
has heen a marked cbange in the situa-
tion. The severity of the enforcement of
the Fedoral laws has made the practice of
plural marriages dangerous. It bas led
the Mormon Church to disavow po-
lygamy and to put on record a solemn
promise to ‘obey ‘the Federal Ilaw
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in this matter as well as in all others.
How far thia disavowal and promise have
been ohserved cannot yet be clearly as-
cortained. The general drift of opinion,
however, nmong well-informed observers
in Utah ls that the Mormons as a body
are sincere, and that polygamy gonerally
is on the point of ultimnle extinotion.
Governor Thomas, who represonts Lhe
Federal authority and who, we believe,
has no prepossessions in their favor, bhas
reported that he can thus far see no rea-
son for helieving thati they are not sin-
cerb. Novertheless, there are soine sua-
iocfous (entiles who do not hesiiate to
eclare that the appdrent attitude of hav-
ing nbandoncd polygamy is ouly a triel,
apd that it Utah were to becoms a State,
the Mormeons, who, being a majorlty,
wonld rule the State as they pleaseg,
would bo at liheriy torevive their marital
practices and manege the Dew common-
wealth in the interestof their Church and
polity.
“Tgis viaw is probably not shared by
Senator Teller, of tbe adjacent State of
Colorado, who has introduced & hill into
the Sepatc providing for the ndmission of
Utah as a State without restriction. Itis
not to be conceived that Senator Teller,
who is a good and intelligent Repoblican
n all things exeept the question of freo
pilver, would make himsclf responsible
for this measure if ha wcre not satisfled
that polygamy cannot be revived. With
that odious featnre of his ebaracter re-
moved, there is8 nothing 1n the average
Mormen which makes him objectionnb%e
or indeod different from other enterpris-
ing and industrions Westernors, unliess it
ha that his cnterprise and industry are
eveD more effective in the accumulation
of wenlth and material comforts, With
the complete renunciation of polygnoy
with the gradual decline of tho tremen-
dous influence which the great person-
ality of Brigham Yeung left behind
him over his followera, with the appear-
ance of a new generation that nrees poly-
gamy undcr the han of the law and a
thing of danger to the man who touchcs
it, and with the steady infusion of Gentile
immigration, it is Dot difficult to foresee
the day when the Mormon Church will
become powerless for mischief and when
it will he compelled to accept the new
order of things, if it has not already done
so, of, as in 1848, when Young led it
from Nauvoo in order to oscape the en-
oroachments of the growing population
of Illinoig, to abandon Salt Lake City and
peek a new haven of refuge.

“Senator Tellar in speaking of bis hill
BAVE: -

© "There is No danger of Mormon rule
in Utah, gven if she be admitted asa
State. ° T do not see why she is not fully
qualified to enter the Union. She has
more than the entire population of Wyo-
ming and Idaho together, and more than
three times that of W yoming alone. Poly-
gamy is dead. The young men do not
practice it, nnd do ot believe In it, and
ihe people are dividing ou party lines in-
stead of the old lines of Mormon and
Gentile.?

“If it pup be shown by Senator Teller
and others who want to bring Uiah into
the Unjopn witheut disfranchising the
Mormops that the Mormons have nc-
tually and in good faith given up poly-
gamy as g practice, the one vital ohjec-
tion to clothing the Territory with State-
‘hood will he removed. There ia nothing
else in the Mormon oreed, we helieve,
which ias offensive to the moral instinats
of the American people. In all other
respects it may be tolerated without dan-
gar to our gocial and political fustitutions
as freely ag we tolerate the great variety
of religions, eccentric or grotesque, that
flourish aypong us. Indoed we are not
certain whether the admission of Ulah
into the Uniop, with the wonderfolly
quickening offect which that privilege
always oxercires on the industry and




