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I1 will read a few words from pauls
19 to the ephesians

wherefore he saith when he ascended up
on high he led captivity captive and gave gifts

matoanto men
I1 that he ascended what atlisitis but thatthai he
aso descended first into the lower parts of the
earlbdeih

he that descended is the same also that
ascendedAA up far above all heavens that
beSC oughtmight fill all things

and he gave some apostles and some
bets and some evangelists and some

pastors and teachers
lor the perfecting of the saints for the work-

ing of the ministry for the edifying odtheof the
tody of christ

tintill we all come inin the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the son of god
unto a perfect man unto the measure ojof

thene stature of the falness of christ
that we henceforth be no more children

tossedtamed to and fro and earnedcarried about with every
wind of doctorinedoctonne by the sleight of men and
conning craftiness whereby they lie inin wait to
deceiveyeceive

sat speaking the truth in love may grow up

into nunhim in all things which isis the head even

christ
io these words paul sets forth with

greatareat plainness the reasons why there
should be apostles and prophets in the
church of christ they were nece-
ssary he says to brinbring the saints to the
bwy of the uthfaith anandttoto the knowledge
of thee son of god when this church

asorganized it had in it apostles it had
the priesthood it is a remarkable thing
bat the prophet joseph smith although

igwe by the lord with revelations and
pith power to translate the book of

mormon and though tiene had received
the ministration of angels and had even
boen permitted to behold the father

the son yet he never presumed to
in any of the ordinances of the

gospelpeI1 until he was ordained one
mightt think that having had such high
privilegesages and blessings bestowed upon
slim he would have thought he had the
AWauthorityhority to administer the simple or-
dinancedinancevonce of baptism but he did not

ahefe awaited the bestowal of the author
4hyY and hhee received it not from man

busebecause there was not a man on the
face of the earth that we know of that
heldbeld the authority but from a messen
wexor of god endowed with the power to
bestowow the authority john the baptist

came and announced himself as the ser-
vant of god who held the keys off the

priesthood being a literal des-
cendant of aaron by virtue of which
authority he had baptized the son of
god in the waters of jordan this
heavenly messenger came qualified in
every way to bestow upon the men to
whom he was sent the authority to bap-
tize could there be any more suitable

eadpersonageerso nage thought of than the one who
had baptized the immaculate son of
god himself concerning him jesus
said among them that are born of
womwomenen there hath not risen a greater
thantha johnnjohn the baptist yet john the
baptist never did any miracles but
what greater honor could a man have
than to come in the flesh and baptize
the son of god that holy being I1
say came and laid his hands upon
joseph smith and oliver cowdery and
ordained them to the priest-
hood by virtue of which they had
authority to baptize then there was
something else needed john said 1 I
indeed baptise youou with water unto
repentancerepentance but nehe that cometh after
me isis mightier than I1 whose shoes I1 am
not worthy to bear he shall baptize you
with the holy ghost and with fire
though john had the authority to bap-
tize the son of god he did not have
the authority to baptize with the
holy ghost and with fire he did not
have the authority to confirm upon men
and women the holy ghost but he said
that one should come after him with
that power referring to jesus jesus
ordained men he himself having been
ordained we do not have the full
account of what jesus received but we
know that angels administered unto
him and he did not presume to act in
the ministry though he was the son of
god and the redeemer ot01 the world
until he had been ordained to that
authority you remember what took
place in the transfiguration on the
mount he was there ministered to by
heavenly beings and he and they
doubtless ministered to peter james
john he ordained twelve apostles
and sent them forth as witnesses with
the same power and authority which
he himself had received in speaking
to them on one occasion he said in
answer to a question put by peter ye
which have followed me in the regene-
ration when the son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones judging the twelve
tribes of israel although they were
the intimate companions of the son of
god they did not go forth until he had
ordained them to the authority which
he himself had exercised he selected
these twelve out of the disciples that
followed him and gave unto them the
apostleship by the authority of which

they were able to do all that paul said
the apostles should do to regulate the
affairs of the church to teach sound
doctrine to be in fact revelatorsrevelatory
prophets and seers when the occasion
should demand it to possess all the
giftsgifts that god gives to man in the
fleshesh they were ordained to this
and until they were they did not pre-
sume to go forth and minister in the
authority among the children of men
but when they received this authority
they went forth accompanied by mighty
power and they cast out devils
healed the sick and performed
many wonderful works in the name
of the lord and through the au-
thority which they had received
from him while the church was
under their guidance the members
thereof were not carried about by
every wind of doctrine they were not
deceived by the sleight of men nor
their cunncunningng craftiness they knew
that while they followed the guidance of
these inspiredi red and divinely authorized
men there was no danger of division
or strife but they were led to the unity
of the faith therefore in the last days
god being about to restore his church
in its primitive purity and power to the
earth he deemed it necessary to be-
stow the apostleship once more upon
men after the priesthood had
been conferred therefore and john the
baptist had transmitted that power
which had been taken from the earth

through the wickedness of menafien and the
shedding of the blood of those who bore
it again to the earth others came from
the mansions of bliss and committed to
men once more in the flesh the keys
and the authority which they had held
when they were in the flesh and which
keys and authority were necessary to
complete the great work of god in the
last days the lord when he was
upon the earth said unto peter 1 I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven and whatsoever thou
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven
and whatsoever thou loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven peter
james and john were the three presid-
ing high priests over the church of
christ after the saviors departure and
these three apostles descended from
the mansions of loryglory and laid their
hands upon the beads of these two
young servants of god in this daydav and
ordained them to the authority which
they held committing unto them all the
keys and powers of priesthood which
they had received in their day and
which had not been transmitted by them
to any others because of the wicked-
ness of the children of men joseph
smith and oliver cowdery were or-
dained to the Apostapostleshipleship of the son of
god by peter and his fellow apostles


