183

Tue DESERET W EEKLY,

PUBLIBHED BY
THE DESERET NEWS COMPANY,
SALT LAKE OITY, DTAM.

BURBUCRIFTION RATES!

Per Year, of Filty-two Numbets, - - - - - $2.50
Ber Yolume, of Twenty—aix Numbers, - = - .60
INADVANCR

CHARLES W. PENROSE, xDTTOR.

saturdny, - - Tecember 36, 1801,

.ATHE SCANDALOUS PARSON CASE.

THE long and disgusting case agdinst
Marshal Parsons is ended, and Com-
missioner Pratt has diecharged the de-
fendant. There are very few persons
who will not endorse the action of the
court. They are limited to the press
gang that opened the mess of nastiness,
and Lwo or three officials whg have
joined in the endeavor to down the
Marshal. They have signally failed so
far as this prosecution reaches, but
they may meet with more success in
the main object they had in view, '

When such tales are told of 2 man ag
those sworn (o nn the witpess
stand in this case, a certain amount
of stigma is sure to attavh

‘te him, no matter how improbable the
stories mny be or how strong the
evidence in rebuttal. A nd this may
influence the Administration in refer-
ence tn the Marshal. For, an officer of
this kind should be above reproach, and
the bare suspigion that euch acts as
those charged ~against him Dwy
probably becommpitted, islikely to work
agninget him and to furnish BUggustion
of n change. :

it is this, we have no doubt, which
has been designed (rom the #rst. To
oust the Marshal and put in some one
who would be more pliant and would
better serve the purpose of those who
sought his downfall, was the real end
in vlew. The failure of the eriminal
proceedings will thereforu cause but
gmall chagrin to his enemies if they
ean but procure his removal,

The action of the Commiesioner 18 &
vindication of the grand jury. That
body heard the stories of the females
who were put forward, weighed their
character and reputation,saw that their
unsupported statements would not con-
vince an impartial jury, perceived that
by such testimony any man however
{nnocent would be unrafe if that was
sufficient to place him injecpardy,and
po refusel to Indict. After'a patient
hearing and s full opportunity to ad-
duce ail the evidence possible, the con-
clusion arrived ut by the ('ommissioner
and the publlc is that no fair jury
“weuid on such stories convict the ao-
cused.
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This whole bateh of filth might have
been spared the public, but for the
eager anxiety of the ‘‘Liberal’ organ
to get the Marshal ejected from his
office, and its natural love for that
which is prurient and vile. Bo far it
has accomplished mnothing of its pur-
pose except to sell A few more papers,
regale the scandal-loving with appre-
oiated diet, flnd vent for malicious
and®slanderous expressious, and rajse
an offensive and suspicious odor that
taints the very air,

Everybody, - however, approves of
thescourse of Chie! Jpstice Zane in
this matter. When such prominent
officials as the Governor. and the Dfs-
trict Attorney laid' the charges before
him, expressed their belief that they
were true and informed bim that many
of the grand jury were in favor of an
indictment, he could do no less than
order an investigation., The Prose-
cuting Attorney had it his ewn
woy. He selected the commissioner
to hear the case. He bad an assistaut
attorney, He® had access to every
witness he wanted. He had the court
with him in restrigting the defense on
a vita) point—the character of thechief
witness against (he accused; they
could bring in evidence against her
public yeputation but nothing against
her personal character, Yet with all
theee things in his favor, the District
Attorney could not make out a case
that would s/tand the test ot a jury.

The queéstion may arise, pow that
the Marshal has been acquitted, what
cause has he to sue hisoriginal ac-
cugers for damapes? The.damage lies
largely in the faets we have re-
Jated and in the effects we have
deecribed. If the etories Liat
have been made public are fulse, or if
there was no good reason why they
should be spread abroad, tainting the
social atmesphereand arousing distrust
among people who may not hear but
one side, the victim of malice and
spleen 1s injure grestly and he should
bave a Jegal remedy., This will be for
a court to. decide, and the conclusion
should be reached withnut delay.

The Desgrer Nrws has had ne
more .than the general public interest
tn this mintter, except in one particu-
lar. The same nasty woutce' rom
which this whole oflensive scabdal
sprang, brought forth a positive false-
hood concerning an alleged ngree
ment with this paper and che
Marshal, und managed to ipject it
into the general mass of libellous mat-
ter, We,Lherefore referred to it In self-
defense,and our knowledge that theone
asgertion waz abeolutely false,led toour
doubt of the entire libelious story and
to judgeof the mntives that led to the

recital by the lying purpose that waa
behind the incidental charge.

We hope thir unpleagant matiter
will soon be brought to a final end.
There it nothing lelt for the Marshal
to do now but to carry his suit forward,
and, as far as he can, vindicate himself
before the community. If there was
any dispoeifion on the part of his ac-
cusers to retract, it might be different.
But now the public look for further
proceedings and & settlement of the
unsavory question, Let justice be
done, whatever may bLe the result.

UTAH AND STATEHOOD.

- ——

THE New York Advertiser commenta
on the article in the Forum by Judge
Zane, in connection with the remarks
of President Hnarrison, concerning
Utah and polyg@uy. ‘Yhile making
some invidious reflections on the
#flexible®’ characler of the “Mormon**
religion, the ddvertiser does not regard
the objections binted st by the Presi-
dent aB very formidable on the Htate
question. Itsays:

“Ag ap argument against the admission
of Utah this is not without foree, but it is
not more foreible than others that w-re
emploved against the admission of other
Territories by the last Congress. "

“Muech depends on whose political ox
is gored.”’

"This is quite significant, and if there
were any movement just now on the
partof Utah to gain statehood much
might be said on the subject. We no-
tice that the people and papers of Wy-
oming—which was one of those Terri.
tories spoken of by the Advertiser—are
quite friendly tcthe admission of this
Territory. The Lander Mountaineer
discusses the sdmission of Arizona and
New Mexico and thus alludes to Utah:

“There i no longer roem to deny that
polygamy has been abandoned in Utal.
The Territory ought to be admitted, for
it is wholly repugnant to the spirit of
American institutions to treat itas A& con-
quered provifce in which a hostile peo-

1o is to be subjected andKkept subject
Ey imperidl force. The other Staten
have a right to dietute the terms of its
admission, but only 8o far as the terms
dictated are compntible with the princl-

le of the equality of all States in ‘the
%nion. W hen it is admitted this equal-
ity ot the States must he maintsined for
it is the priotiple upon whieh the Union
ik based. The proposition of the Mor-
mons to surrender this equality, that
Urah may remain in part subjeoct Lo the
government as a provinge, while enter-
ing asa State, is one which cannot be
| entertained. *VWhen Utah comes into the
“Union it must be on an equaliLy with
Missouri or Massachusetts, with Vir-
ginia or Vermont, in all that conecerns its
stutehood.”

Utah ig in uo great hurry. Shecan
afford to wait a little longer. And
when she does go in, we are of the
opinicn that it will be as suggested,
without any reetrictions upon ber en-
tire freedom a8 an equal aud sovereign
Btate, -




