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y | ' ' a le, but they departed from |the Son of God, the Saviour of the acquainted with all our weaknesses.
DISCOU RSE | they asked the Lord to teach them |as a people, y depar o B Ao S obfod o - e Bsdgrleehe wd s

how to pray, and in a very few
words he utterod one of the most
comprehensive forms that perhfﬂm
has ever been penned or spoken. He

PRESIDENT JORN TAYLOR

Inthe Salt Lake Assembly Hall,
at the Quarterly = Conjference,
Sunday afternoon, Jan, 4, 1880,

which art in heaven,hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as itis donein
Theaven; give us this day our daily
| bread; f’orgiva us nur tresspasses as
we forgive them that trsspase
against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver vs from evil;

REPORTED RY JOHN IRVINE.

I have ‘been very
and interested in . the

much pleased
proceedings

of this conference and in the teach-|for thine is the kingdom. the power,
ings that we have had from those|and the glory for ever and ever,
who have addressed us, and I take| amen.” hat is a most mmprghgn-

very great pleasure in performing
my part in these exercises in which |
we are mow engaged. It would
seem that this building is rather 100 |
small for us at present; I do not
know that we ecan streteh it any;
consequently we will put up with
things as they are. However it
will only be on extraordinary occa-
sions that we shall have the amount
of people in it that there is to-day.
By aug by the storms will be over
and the winter past, and we have
got a larger building close, by that
wecan go to. I am very much
pleased, however, with the exertions
that have been made in preparing
this building se far, it is true 1t is in
an unfinished condition for  the
assembling of the Saints at this
conference; but I sup it will be
quite gratifying to the priesthood
. and to all who have assembled to-
gether on this occasion, to possess
the privilege we now enjoy.

There are a few thoughts that
have passed through my mind in
hearing the remarks of some of my
brethren. I was much pleased this
morning in listening to the remarks
made by brother Pratt and the
bretheren who succeeded him, par-
ticularly in regard to the subject
that they seemed to have their
minds upon, that is in relation to
the observance of the word of wis-
dom; and although lJike brother |
Pratt I should have to make an
acknowledgment that I have not

sive prayer. In the first place the
God of the universe is recognised,
our Father who is in the heavens,
the God and the Father of Jesus
Christ. And what else? The God
and Father of the spirits of all flesh.
We recognize and reverence him as
“QOur Father which art in heaven,”
we bow before him and seek unto
him for his guidance and direction.
We hallow and reverence his name.
And then what next? “Thy king-
dom come.” What kingdom? All
those things branch out into great
and important principles, faith de-
veloping princiglg:s, that can only
be understood by revelations from
the Most High. @ “Thy kingdom
come.” Why? ”That thy will may
be done on earth as it is done in
heaven.”

I wish to refer a little to some of
these things, those ideas and princi-
ples that are developed in this say-
ing, in part, because these things
can only_be done in part. We talk a
good deal about the church and
kingdom of God. 1 sometimes
think we understand very little
about either, The kingdom of God
| means the government of God.
That means, power, authority, rule,
dominion, and a people to rule over;
but that principle will not be fulfill-
ed, cannot be entirely fulfilled, until,
as we are told in the scriptures, the
kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and his
Christ, and he will rule over them.

| said*when you pray say*“Our Father, |

fulfilled that always, yet, 1 heartily
sustain and coincide with every
principle that God has revealed for

the temporal or spiritual salvatien 1

of his people. There were some
remarks associated with those made
by some of the brethren that also
bore a little on my mind, namely,
that our reiigion did not consist
simply in one Erincip]e butin many,
agreeable to what has been spoken
in ancient days that ‘“man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every

And when unto him every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess
that he is Christ, to the glory of God
the Father. That time has not yet
come,but there are certain principles
associated there with that have
come, namely, the introduction of
that kingdom, and the introduction
of that kingdom could only be made
by that being who is the Kking
and ruler, and the head of that
government, first communicating
his = ideas, his principles, his

werd that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” But we are none
of us justified in repudiating or
ignoring any one of those principles
which God has given untous, and
if we have been negligent in these
or other matters the proper way for

Jaws, his government to the peo-
ple; otherwise we should not know
what his laws were. The world
has been governed in every Kkind of
form; we have had every species of
government. Sometimes we have
had patriarchal government, at

us to do is to reform, to begin amew, | other times we have had unlimited

or, at least, if we have let down
any stitches, as the sisters some-
times say when they are knitting,
gather them up again and put

monarchies or what may be called

[dmpotic governments, where the

wer to rule is in the hands of one

individual. At other times we have

things. in proper position that we | had limited monarchies such as exist

may be able, not only in that but

in many places now upon the face

in everything else, to honor our God | of the earth, In other places and

in all sincerity, fidelity and integ
rity; that we

- | at different ages we have had what
be able to present|is termed republican governments

ourselves before the Lord in & man-| where the voice of the people has
ner which shall always have his(ruled and, governed and managed

acceptance,

the peoples affairs. There have been

We need teaching continually, | various forms independent of these
line upon line, precept upon precept, |'which I do not wish to enter into

here a little and there a little,
Hence we have our various organ-
izations of the priesthood, caleulated
to oversee, to’ manipulate, to 1+
late, to teach, to instruct, and to

at. present, but no where have we
had the government of God. Itis
true that for a limited period among

&a very small people in early days,

-among the Jews, they professed to

enter into all the ramifications of
life whether they pertain to this
world or the world to come, We need
continually not only the guideance
and the teachings of the Apostles,
the presidents, the Bishops, Fjﬁi&,

Teachers, Deacons and the 'r.*'n,rilt:lms4r

organizations of the priesthood; but

God for a

be under the guidance o
But they

certain length of time,
 were continually departing there-
from. They bad their priesthood,
they had their pruyhets, they had
their Urim and Thummin, and
through these mediums they sought
the wisdom and guidance of God in

we need individually to look unto

the Lord for wisdom to dire t.-iuasl

in all the affairs of life, that we may
speak aright, that we may think
aright, that we may act aright, that
we may perform the various duties
devolying upon us to attend to in all
of the avocations of life, and in our
prayers, in cur various devotions
in a family capacity, in a church
capacity and in every position that
we occupy, we need the guidance
and direction of the Almighty.
And it is with individuals as it is
with families and branches and
and portions of families, we need
to seek unto the Lord and obtain
wisdom from him. There i&¢ one
fact, and that is a great many peo-
ple scarcely any of us know
what 1is “for us. We may
have our ideas about that; but we
need continually the guidance and
direction of the Almighty, The
disciples, that is the Apostles of

——

regard to many of the prominent
‘enterprises in which they engaged.
The lJaw given by Moses was one of
those things that emanated from
God. Moses received from th > Lord
the ten commandments written
upon tables of stone, written by the
finger of God, and this people, who
were then quite a small people com-
paratively speaking, received the
commands of God and professed at
Jeast to be governed thereby. The
Lord gave them commands and
they were proclaimed to the people,
and when proclaimed it was usual for
all the people to say “Amen, These
Jaws we wiil gbserve and do.” But
this was among a very limited peo-
ple. Very soon they dsired to have
a king to rule over them, but the
idea -that was then considered
proper among them was ‘““The Lord
1s our King, the Lord is our judge,
the Lord is our lawgiver,and he shall
rule over us,” We see the feeling

old, understood this Frinc—ipig and

which they had and enfertgined’

it and they sought a king and were
led astray from correct principles,
led into folly, darkness, ignorance,
until they were scattered abroad to
the four winds of heaven.

There has been a time spoken of
by all the holy prophets since the
world was when should govern
his people, and the Jews when the
Messiall: came expected that he was
come to reign over Israel as a tem-

poral king, that he was going to |

take possesgion of his kKingdom to
overthrow all other kingdoms, em-
pires, dynasties and powers, and de-
clare himself the king of Israel and
of the world. But they did not
understand many things associated
therewith, and they do not now;
and the world does not, and we our-
selves understand very little about
them. But the seriptures say that
“till heaven and earth p ss, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law till all be fulfilled.”
Now then, if the kingdoms of this
world have never yet become the
kingdoms of our Ged and his Christ
they will be, and it is necessary
that there should be a commence-
ment to this as well as to every
other thing. This isa matter that
has been looked forward to by pro-
phets and apostles, . patriarchs, and
men of God in the various dispen-
sations of time. It is called *‘the
dispensation of the fulness of times™
when God will gather fogether all
things in one whether they be
things on the earth or things in the
heavens. Now,there must of necessi-
ty be a starting pointfor this,and the
the question is how is it tooriginate?
Who among the nations of theearth
knew eor comprehended anything
about the government of God? None
did; nowhere; no King, no emperor,
no potentate, no president, no pow-
er upon the face of the earth; no
divine or theologian, no scientist,
no philogsopher, understood anything
about this matter. 1t is indeed the
kingdom of God, and being his
kingdom, it must originate with
him, it must receive from him its
teachings, its forms, its principles,
its laws, its ordinances, its institu-
tions, and everything connected
therewith must emanate from God,
and as it was necessary that it
should originate with him, it is
also necessary that it should be up-
held and sustained by him and that
those who should operate in this
kingdom should be governed by
the same spirit that you heard
brother Pratt talk about this morn-
ing. It became necessary also that
a mediom should be introduced
whereby man might be placed in
communion with God; that they
might comprehend him, that they
might understand his laws when
he gave them, that they might be
acquainted with the principles
which he had to develope; for there
is one great principle that men very
little understand, viz. “The things
of God knoweth no man, but the
spirit of God,” and if they dont
know only through his wisdom it
would be in vain for God to com-
municate with a ple who could
not comprehend him, who had not
the capacity to receive these prin-
ples which he bad to communicate.
The same principle holds good
every where among all the princi-
ples with which we are noquainted
or know anything about. You can-
not teach a child algebra, nor arith-
metic, until it has gone through a
certain system of training. You can.
not teach theartsandsz’encewsithout
necessary preparation for their in-

troduction, nor can you teach peo-| pa

ple in the government of God with-
out thoy are placed imrcommuica-
tion with him, and hence comes the
church of God, and what is meant
by that? A school, if you please,
wherein men are taught certain
principles, wherein we can receive
a certain spirit through obedience
to certain ordinances. And we,
having received this spirit through
those ordinances, were then prepar-
ed to take the initiatory steps in
relation to other matters, and hence
as a commencement the Lord
appeared unto Joseph Smith, both
the Father and the Son, the Father
Fﬂintiug to the Son said “this is my
eloved Son in whom I am well
pleased, hear ye him.” Here, then,
was a communication from the
heavens made known unto man
on the earth, and he at that time
became in possession of a fact that
no man in the world knew but him,
and that is that God lived, for he
had seen him, and that his son
Jesus Christ lived for he also had
seen him. What next? Now says
the Father, #This i3 my beloved
Son hear him.” The manner, the
mode, the whys, and the wherefore,
designed o intreduce thropgh the
were not then explained; but he,

_Holy

was the one pointed out to be the
guide, the director, the instructor,
and the leader in the development
of these great principles that God
medium of that kingdom, and that
government which he then com-
menced to institute. What next?
The next step was that men having
held the priesthood, that had minis-
tered in time and eternity and that
held the keys of the priesthood
came and conferred them wupon
Joseph Smith, John the Baptist
conferred upon him the Aardnic

iesthood, and Peter, James and
ohn the Melchisedec priesthood;
and then others who had operated
in the various ages of - the world,
such as Moses, Enoch, appeared and
conferred upon him the authority
that they held pertaining to these
matters. Why? Because it was
‘“the dispensation of the fulness of
times,”” not of one time only but
of all the times; it was the initiatory
steps for the developmentof all the
principles that ever existed, or
would exist pertaining to this world,
or the world to come. What next?
He was commanded to set apart
other men, to baptise them that
believed, that had faith in God
and in his kingdom, and fin his
revelations and in his govern-
ment. After they were putin posses
sion of these principles, they were
commanded to baptize those who
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
who repented of their sins,that they
were to be baptized for a remission
of their sins and to bave hands Jaid
upon them for the reception of the
Ghost. What then? There
was a priesthood organized, a First
Prezidency, the Twelve, a High
Council, Patriarchs, quorums of
High Priests, Seventies, Elders,

Bishops, Priests, Teachers and Dea- |

cons, to carry on the purposes of

God, and to instruct men in the |agal

laws pertaining to his kingdem,even
the laws of life. Men were sent
forth in the name of God to preach
the principles of truth which had

- this priesthood, this power, and this
‘authority, and when we went forth

in his name and by his authority,
God sanctioned our acts. Is God
with us while these things take
place? I think so. What do you
you think about it? It is a principle
that is clear, and plain and demon-
strable,

Well, what next? Then we began
to gather together. And why dowe

ther together? Some of us can

ardly tell why, and I am often sur-
prised when I read letters importun-
ing us in regard to this matter. I
get Jetters time and again praying
that some means may be devised
that the Saints may be delivered
and gathered to Zion,and be enabled
to live with the Saints of God. What
i8 the reason of it? Why do they

want to gather? Because there was
a spirit and mmfiuence associated with
this Church and this kingdom which
led and propelled them to this ac-
tion, and you who hear me have felt
this influence; you felt a desire to
gather, and you came, and those
that are not here now feel as strong
a desire to gather as you did. And
when you have gathered, many of
you think it is a curious kind of Zion
don’t you? It is; for while the net .
gathers in the good, it brings in all
kinds as well, good and bad of every
kind, The kingdom of heaven is like
unte a net that was east into the sea,
and gathered in flsh of all kinds,
good and bad. We have some very
good fish, and some very bad ones,
and comea kind of half and half,and
some feel like saying, “Good Lord
and good devil,” as they donot know
into whose hands they may fall.
| Nevertheless, this is the order, and
the wheat and tares, 1 suppose, have
got to grow together until] the har-
vest comes,and that is not quite here
yet, and hence we are jostling one
i inst another, and some of us
hardly know whether it is us or
somebody else. Difficulties and ftri-
als beset us, and we are amazed.
But we are here, and weare here ac-
cording to the command of God and

been revealed, and a great many be-
lieved and were baptized and were
initiated into the Church of Godj|SE
and we may say into the initiatory |did rest upon us, and led us here,
or preparatory steps necessary for[and I was going to say, we are here
the establishment of the kingdom of | because we could not help it.

God. They then received the Spirit| Well, what next? Who are “we,
of God, which is “no cunningly de-|and what are we when we are here?
vised fable;” it did not originate |Some good Latter-day Saints, and
with man, it was the gift of God to [some, as I have said, half and half,
man. ‘I'he Elders, for instance,|tome one thing and some another.
were told to goforth and call upon|But how do we stand in the posi-
men to repent, to be baptieed, and |tion we occupy as a Church
they were to lay their hands upon |and as other people stand? We be-
them that they should receive the|lieve in God. We believe in the
Holy Ghost. And what should that | Lord Jesus phrist. We believe in
do? Take of the things of God and | virtue, purity, holiness, integrity,
shew them unto thepeople. This is | honesty. We believe in being good
one of the greatest developments of | citizens and good Saints. We believe
power that ever existed among |in keeping the commandments of
men. You Elders, hundreds of you | God, and carrying out his purposes.
that are now listening to me, have| We believe in spreading the gospel
gone forth to preach this gospel. to the ends of the earth. We believe
You have ealled upon men to repent | in gathering together the honest in
and they have repented. You have|heart. We believe in building tem-
called upon men to believe in the| ples and administering therein for
Lord Jesus Christ and they have| the living and for the dead, and we
done it. You have told them to be | believe in agting as gaviors upon
baptized and you have baptized | Mount Zion according to the word
them. You have then laid your|of the Lord. All these things and a
hands upon their heads and said, | great many more are leading princi-
“receive ye the Holy Ghost,” and | ples which we as Saints profess to
they have received it. And you |believe in. Well, we have a right
know, and this congregation knows, | o do that, although there are others
that what I say is true, and by that | who do not believe in those things.
principle, through obedience to the| They have just as much right not
Jaw of God that be had introduced | to believe in our principles as we

according to the. operation of the
spirit of

that rests upon us, and

e —

in his gospel, What for? To pre- have to believe in them. And we
pare men to be placed in com-|sometimes feel angry and out of
munion with &'od To ypre-|sorts with others because they donot

re them to be members not only | believe as we do. Well, we do not
of his Church but of his Kingdom, | believe as they do. Some of them
and to prepare them to take part in [ think we are very foolish, very en-
this great event that had to trans-|thusiastie, very superstitious, and -
pere in the last days. Now,- these | very wicked. Those that know us
are facts that you cannot controvert | do not think we are so bad after all.
nor anybody else. You know that ] We have our weaknesses and imper-
these things are true. What does |fections, yet we are quite as as
it prove? ' That it is God’s kingdom, the balance of them, and a little bet-
he has introduced it, and -as it was | ter, and we ought to be, for we make
said in former times, ““Ye are my | great pretensions. But they think
witnesses,”’as well as theHoly Ghost | these things about us. They think
that beareth witness of us, Now, | we are deluded. Now the only dif-
then, could you have received this | ference between us and them is that
without the interposition of the Al- [ we Znow they are superstitious and
mighty and his Son Jesus Christ? | corrupt, and that they violate those
No you could not. Could you have|laws they profess to believe in and
received it without the keys of the | those principles which they profess
priesthood being restored and which | to be guided and governed by. But
some men affect to despise so much? [ we have no right to expeet every-
No you could not. Hence we trace out | body to submit to our doctrines, our
theorder of these instintt‘ons as they | views, and our principles, it is a mat-
dwelt in the mind of God, and as | ter of free-will with them, and as I
they were made manifest among |said they bave just as much right to
men., Have those Elders that-per-| believe as they think proper and to
form these ceremonies their weak- | worship as they choose as we have.
nesses? Yes, just as much as Elder | These are some principles that are
Pratt and I have our weaknesses, | really correct. Well, should they
Have they their infirmities? Yes,|try to prevent us from worshipping
Was it a rich treasure that was con-|as we believe? No. That is—what
ferred upon us? Yes, but we receiv- | chall I callit? a doetrine of devils, it
ed it jn earthgn vessels, surrounded | does not come from God, he is more
with the inflymitles of man. But|fresand generous in his feslings
(God knew these infirmities; he was than that, Hs does not control the




