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I1 have been very much pleased
and interested in thothe proceedings
of this conference and in thetho teach-
ings that we have had from those
who have addressed us and I1 take
very great pleasure inin herforperformingin
my part in these exercises in whichaich
we are nowvow engaged it would
seembeom that this building isls rather too
small for us at prespresentcht I1 do not
know that we can stretch it any
consequently we will put up with
things as they are however it
will only be on extraordinary becaocca-
sions that we shall have the amount
of people in it that there is todayto day
by and by uiehie storms will be over
and the winter past and we have
got a larger building close bythanby eliat
we can go to I1 am very much
pleased however with the exertions
that have been made in preparing
this building solarso far it is true I1it asinis in
an unfinished condition for tilethe
assembling of the saints at this
conference but I1 suppose it will be
quite gratifying to the priesthood
and to all who have assembled to-
gether on this oboccasioncasion to possesspossess
the privilege we now enjoy

there are a few thoughts that
have passed through my mind in
hearing the remarks of some of my
brethren I1 was much pleased this
morning in listening to the remarks
made by brother pratt and the
bretheren who succeeded him par-
ticularlyticularly in regard to the subject
that they seemed to have their
minds upon that is in relation to
the observance of the word of wis-
dom and although like brother
pratt I1 should have to make an
acknowledgment that I1 have not
fulfilled that always yet I1 heartily
sustain and coincide with everyettry
principle that god has revealed for
the temporal or spiritual salvsalvationatlenatila
of his people there were some
remarks associated with those made
by some of the brethren that also
bore a little on my mind namelybly
that our religion did not consist
simply in one principle but in many
agreeable to what has been spoken
in ancient days that man shall not
live by bread alone but by every
word that edeth out otof the
mouth of god but we are none
of us justified in repudiating or
ignoring any one of those principles
which god has given unto us and
if we have been negligent in these
or other matters the proper way for
us to do is to reform to beginin annew
or at least if we hiethhave ietjet down
any stitches as the sisters romeacme
times say when they are knitting
gather them up again and put
things inin proper position that we
rmayy bobe able not only in that buticeitein everythingersery thing else to honorlionor our god
in all sincerity fidelity and integ-
rity that we may be able to present
ourselves before thefile lord in a man-
nerner which shall always have hahi
acceptance

we need teaching continually
line upon line precept upon precept
here a little and there a little
hen co we have our various organ-
izationsizationslons of the priesthood calculated
to oversee to manipulate to regu-
late to teach to instruct and to
enter into all the ramifications of
life whether they pertain to this
world or the world to come we need
continually not only thetho guldeguideaneeance
and the teachings of the apostles
the presidents erlEriealseats
teachers deacons and the vavariousmusaus
organizations of the priesthood but
we need individually tiottoto look unto
the lord for wisdom to directsdirecuss
in all the of life thatdat iaowaowe may
speak aright that we may think
aright that we may acthet alrightaright that
we thetile various duties
devodevolvinglying uonwon us to attend totorndinallallail
of the avocationsOckionslons of life and in ourdur
prayers in rgurgurourur various devotions
in a family capacity in a church
capacity and in every position that
wowe occupy we need the guidance
and direction of thetile almightyc

and ititt is with individuals aass it is
with families and branches and
and ia tioionslonsns ofor families we need
to seek unto the lord and obtain
wisdom from him there I1is one
fact and that is a great many peo-
ple scarcely any of us know
what is good teroeror us demay
have our ideas about that but we
need continually the guidance and
direction of the almighty the

that ii19 thothe apostles of
toatom ilss principle anaandand

they askaskeded the lordlford to teach them
how to pipraypinyay and in a very few
words he uttered one of the most
comprehensive forms that perhaps
has ever been penned or spoken hehe
saldsaid when you pray father
which art in heaven hallowed be thy
name thy kingdom come thy will
be fionesionedone I1 onOIL earth as it is done in
heavenbeaven ggivelveive us this day our dailydallyly
breadabroad lorgiveus our tresspasses as
wee forgive them that trespass
against us and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil
for thine is trethe kingdom the power
and the glory for ever and ever
amen thatthai is a most comprehen-
sive prayer in the arstfirst place the
god of the universe is recognisedrecognized
ourbur father who is in the heavenheavens
the god andarid the father of jesus
christ and what else the god
and father of the spirits of auall flesh
we recognize and reverencereverreverenceenci him as
our father which art in heaven

we bow before him and seek untounto
him for his guidance and direction
we hallow and reverence lilillhis name
and then what next thyrhy king-
dom come what kingdom all
those things branch out into great
and Important principles faith de-
velopingveldve principleslesies15 that can only
be understood byEY revelations from
the most high thy kingdom
come why that thy will may
be done on earth as it is done in
heaven

I1 wish to refer a little to some of
these things those ideas and princi-
ples that are developed in this say-
ing in part because these things
can done in part we talk a
good deal about the church and
kingdom of god I1 sometimes
think we understand very little
about either the kingdom of god
means the government of god
that means power authority rule
dominion and a people to ruie over
but that principle will not be fulfill-
ed cannot be entirely fulfilled until
as we are told in the scriptures the
kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our lord and his
christchristy and hewellhe will rule over them
and when unto him every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess

is christ to the glory of god
the father that time has not yet
comecolebutI1 but there are certain principles
associated there with that havhavec
come namely the introduction of
that kingdom and the introduction
of that kingdom could only be made
by that being who is the king
and ruler and the head of ththatit
government arst communicating
his ideas his principles hiMs
laws his government to the peo-
ple otherwise we should not know
what his laws were the world
has been governed in every kind of
faimform we have had every species of
government sometimes we have
had patriarchal government at
other times we have had unlimited
monarchies or what maymaybebe called
despotic governments where the
power to rule is in the bands of one
individual at other times we have
had limjimlimitedtedtod monarchies such as exist
in many places now upon the face
ortheof the earth in other places and
at different ages we have had what
isjis termed republican governments
where the voice of the people has
ruled and governed and managed
the peoples affairs there have been
various forms independent of these
which I1 do not wish to enter into
at presentresent but no where have we
hadhawhu theth 6 government of god it is
truetruo that forlor a limited period among
a very small people in early days
among the jews they professed to
bobe under the guidance of god for a
certain length of time but they
were continually departing

they had their priesthood
they had their prophets they hadhaci
1theirair grinj and Thummin and
throughi ugh these mediums they sought
the wisdom and guidance of god inI1 n
regardfregard to many of the prominent

i enterprises in which they engaged
the law given by moses was one of
those things that emanated from
god moses received from
the tentell commandments written
unonupon tables of stone writtenwrittellteil by the
imlerfluger ofor god and thisthia people who
were then quite a amalismall people com-
parativelyively speaking received the
commands of god and professed at
least to beto governed thereby the
lord gave them commands audand
theytiley were proclaimed to thotile people
and when proclaimed itwas usual for
all the to say amen these
laws we will observe and do but
this was among a very limited peo-
ple very soon theythoy desired to have
a king to rule over them but the
idea that was then considered
proper among thommthorn was atthe lord
is our king the lord is our judge
the lord is our lawgilangilawgiverberandand he shall
rulruirulo overdver us weava weeee thothe feeling
which thetthey hadbad aindfind

as a people but they departed from
it and they sought a king and were
led astray from correct principles
led into folly darkness ignorance
until they were scattered aabroadbroad to
tilethe four winds of heaven

there has been a time spoken of
by all the hoholyy prophets since the
world was when god should govern
his people and the jews when the
messiah came expected that liehe was
come to reign over israel as a tem-
poraloraioral king that he was going to
take posss slonsion of his kingdom to
overtoverthroweorow all other kingdoms em-
pirespmeCs dynasties and powers aandaddede-
clare himself the king of israisrael1 andnd
of the world but they did not
understand many things associated
therewith and they do not now
and the world does not und we our-
selves understand very little about
them but the scriptures say that

till heaven and earth p 89 one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law till all be fulfilled
now then if the kingdoms of this
world have never yetiet become the
kingdoms of our gdgod and his christ
they will be and it is necessary
that there should be a commence-
ment to this as well as to every
other thinthing this is a matter that
has been looked forward to by proprod
phet sandand apostles patriarchs and
memennorof gadingod in the various despen
lations of time it is called tchebhethe
dispensation of the falness of times
whenwilen god will gather together all
things in one whether they be
things on the earth or things in the
heavens NowKow there must of necessi-
ty be a starstartingting point for thisand the
the question is how is it to originatenafe
who among the nations of the earth
knew cror comprehended anything
about the government of god nonekune
did nowhere no king no emperor
no potentate no president no pow-
er upon the face of the earth no
divine or theologian no scientist
no philosopher understood anything
about this matter it is indeed the
kingdom of god and being his
kingdom it must originate with
him it must recereceiveive from him its
teachings its forms its principles
its lawsjaws its ordinances its institu-
tions and everything connected
therewith must emanate from god
and as it was necessary that it
should originate with him it jsis
also necessary that it should be up-
held and sustained by him and that
those who should operate in this
kinghingkingdomdoyndorn should be governed by
the same spirit that you heard
brother pratt talk about this morn-
ingjd it became necessary also that
a medium should be introduced
whereby man might be placedlaced in
communion with god datthat they
might comprehend him that they
might understand his lawalaws when
liehe gave them that they might be
acquainted with the principles
which he had to developeddevelope for there
is one great principle that men very
little understand viz the things
of god no man but the
spirit1rl of god and if they dontsnknow0 iv only through0 his wisdom it
wouldrould be in vain for god to com-

municatemunicate with a people who could
not comprehend him who had not
tiletiie capacity to receive these prin
plespies which liehe had to communicate
the same principle holds good
every where among all tilethe princi-
ples with which wowe are acquainted
or know anything about you can-
not teach a child algebra nor arith-
metic until it has gone through0 a
certain system of tintrainingining you can
not teach theart sand s en
necessary preparation for their in-
troductiontro nor can ayouaouou teach peo-
ple in the government of god with-
out thay are placed
tion with him and hence comes the
church of god and what is meant
by that A school if you please
wherein men are taughtfaught certain
principles wherein we can receive
a certain spirit through obedience
to certain ordinances and we
having received this spirit through
those ordinances were then prepar-
ed to take the initiatory stestepss in
relation to other mattermatters andnd cliencehence
as a commencement thetile lord
appeared unto joseph smith both
the eatherfathereatFatfatherlandherandand thetilo son the father
pointing to the son mid this is my
beloved son in whom I1 am well
pleased hearilear ye him here then
was a communication from the
heavens made known unto man
on the earth and liehe at that time
became inin possession of a fact that
no mailman in thetho world knew but him
and that is that god lived for lieho
had seen him and that kishishis son
jesus christ lived for liehe alsobahalsoaiso had
seen himjilin what next now nysayssays
the father this is my beloved
bonson hearbear himhim Y the manner tilethe
mode thoth whysghys andard the wherefore
designed to introduce through thetho
vonewere not ahnthe p buthut ho

the son of god the saviour of the
world the Bedeemerredeemer of man he
was the one pointed out to be the
guide the director the instructor
and the leader in the development
of these great principles that god
medium of that kingdom and that
government which he then com-
menced to institute what next
the next step was that men having
heldbold the priesthood that had millirminis-
tered in time and eternity and that
held the keys of the priesthood
came and conferred them upon
joseph smith john the baptist
conferred upon him thetile hardnic
priesthood and erJamesPetpeter james and
john the Melch isedee priesthood
and then others who had 0operated
in the various ages of the world
buchas moses enoch appeared and
conferred upon him the authority
that they held pertaining to thesethee
matters why because it was

the dispensation of the falness of
times not of one time only but
of all the times it was the initiatory
steps for the developdevelopmentmen bofof alltill the
principles that ever existed or
would exist pertaining to this world
or the world to come what next
hohe was commanded to set apart
other men to baptise them that
believed that had faith in god
and in his kingdom and in his
revelations and in his govern-
ment after they were put in possesposies
sion of these principleprinciples they were
commanded to baptize those who
believed on the lord jesus christ
who repented of their sins that they
were to be baptized for a remission
of their sins and to have hands laid
upon them for the reception of the
holy ghost what thenthee there
was a priesthood organized a first
presidency the Titwelvevelve a high
council patriarchs quorumsqu of
high priests seventies elders
bishops priests teachers and dea-
cons to carry on the purposes of
god and to instruct men in the
laws pertaining to his kingdomeven
the laws of life men were sent
forth in the name of god to preach
the principles of truth whichchich had
been revealed and a great many be
lieveld and were baptized and were
initiated into the church of boap
and we may say into the initiatory
or preparatory steps necessary for
the establishment of the kingdom of
god they then received the spirit
of god which is no cunningly de-
vised fable it did not ororiginateinnate
with man it was the gift of bodgod to
man the elders for instance
were told to go forth and call upon
men to repent to be baptizedeedced and
they were to layjay their handsfiands upon
them that they should receive the
holy ghost and what should that
do take of the things of god and
shewshow them unto the people thesisthis is
one of the greatest developments of
power that ever existed among
men you elders hundreds of you
that are now listening to me have
gone forth to preach this gospelyou have called upon men to repent
and they have repented you have
called upon men to believe in the
lord jesus christ and they have
done it you have told them to be
baptized and you have baptized
them you have then laid your
hands upon their heads and said

rebelreceiveveyeye the holy ghost and
they have received it and you
know and this congregation knows
that what I1 say is true and by that

6principle through obedience to the
lawjaw of god that hebe had introduced
in his gospel what for Tto0 pre-
pare men to be placed in com-
munion with god to pre-
pare them to be members not billyonly
of his church but of his kingdom
and to prepare them to take part in
this great event that had to trans
pere in the last days nowN these
are facts that you cannot controvert
norDor anybody else you know that
these things are true what does
improveit prove that it is gods rinRIDkingdomadom
helie has introduced ilandit and as it was
said in former times ye are my
witnesses as well as ghost
that berreth witness of us now
then could you have received this
without tiletiie interposition of the al
mighty and his son jesusjeisus christ
no you could not could you have
received it without the keys of the
priesthood being restored and which
some men affect to despisedelphe so muchgoyuno yousou could tHenceno we trace out
the order of thesethee they
dwelt in the mind of god and as
they were made manifest amonamong9
men have those Eelderseidersiders that per
form theothese ceremonies their weak-
nesses yes just as much as elder
pratt and I1 have our weaknesses
haveHav theyethey their infirmities yes
was itait a rich treasure that was con-
ferred upon tjitsuis yes but we receiv-
ed it inn earearthanthin vessels surrounded
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god knoknehknewknowno t laiq wa

acquainted with all our weaknesses
nevertheless he conferred upon us
this priesthood this power and this
authority and when we went forth
in hilshis name and byby his authority
god sanctioned our acts Is god
with us while these things take
place I1 think so what do you
you think about it it is a principle
that is clear and plain and demon-
strable

well what next then we began
to gather together and why do wo
gather together some of us cancm
hardly tell why and I1 am often sursuris

when I1 read letters importuna
ingusaning us in regard to thisthi mattersmatter I1
get lettersfetters time and again praying
that some means may bedenisbe devisedad
that the saints may be delivered
and gathered to clonan d be enabled
to live with the saints of god what
is the reason of it whymy do they
want to ogathergather because there was
a spirit and influence associated with
this church anandd tilisthis khigdomkingdom which
led and propelled them to tilistitis ac-
tion and youvou who hear me have felt
this influence you felt a desire to
gather and you came and those
that are not here now feel as strong
a desire to gather as you did and
when you have gathered many of JT

you think it is a curious kind of zion
dont you it is for while the net
gathers in the good it brings in all
kinds as well good and bad of every
kind the kingdomkindom of heaven is likeliko
unto aneta net that was cast into the seaA

and gathered in fish of all kinds
good and bad we have some very
good fishlish and some very bad onuione
and omeat kind of half and lihalhaialfandfand
some feel like saying good lord
and good devil as they donotdo not know
into whose hands they may fall
nevertheless this is the order and
the wheat and tares suppose have
got to grow together until the har-
vest comecommandand that is not quite herehero
yet and hence wowe ureuroe jostling oneono
against another and some of us
hardly know whether it is us or
somebody elselseise difficulties and tri-
als beset us and we are amazed
butbutwewe aream hhereere andand we are bhereere ac
cording to the command of god and
according to the operation of thetho
spirit of god that rests upon us and
did rest upon us and led us hereherey
and I1 was going to say wowe are here
because we could not help it I1

well what next who are were
and what are we when we are here
some good latte rd saintsaints and
some as I1 havellave said half and half
some one thing nnaand some another
but how do we stand in the posi-
tion

Os ifwe occupy as a churchchuoc
and as other people stand we be-
lieve in god we believe in the
lordLor jesusdJesus christ we believe in
virtue purity holiness integrity
honesty we believe in being good
citizens and good saints we believe
inin keeping the commandmentscommandmentsorofa
god and carrying out his purposespurposesfwe believe in spreading the gospel
to the ends of the earth ivevveweINe believebelleve
in gathering together the honest in
heart we believe in building tem-
plesdlosclis and administering thethereinrein for
the living and for thethe dead and wewo
believe in acting as saviorsalviora upon
mount zion according to10 the word
of the lord all these things and a
great many more are leading princi-
plesiesles which we as saints profess tocievebelievebelleve in wellweil we have a right
to do that altaitalthoughhoughbough there are others
who do not believe in those thingsthings
they have just as much right not
to believe inin our prinprinciplesielLel plespies as we
have to believe in them and we
sometimes fegfedfeelfeelslangrys angry and out ofor
sorts wlwithth others because they do not
believe as we do well we do not
believe as tileythey do some of them
think we are very foolish I1 very en-
thusiasticthusthusialastic very superstitious and
vveryery wicked those that know auklukus
do not think we are so badtod after all
we have our weaknesses and imper-
fections yette are quite as good as
the balance of them and a little be- tl
ter and we ought to be for we make
great pretensionss but they think
these things about us they think
we are delZideludedded now the only dif-
ference between us andnd them is that
we know they are superstitious and
corrupt and that they violate those
laws they profess to believe in and
those principles which they profess
to be guided and governed by but
we have no right to expect every-
body to submit to our doctrines ouourr
views and our principles it is a mat-
ter of freewillfree will with them and as I1

isaid they have just as much rightaright to
believe as they think proper and to
worship as they choose as weire bavehave
these are some principles that are
really correct well should they
try to prevent us from worshippingshippingwor
as we believe no that is what
shall I1 call it a doctrine of devils it
does not come god heho is more
freganfrepanfreofree andcl generous itiiiin lilshis feellfeelings
cprtap that 9 doosdoes notpot


