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but the prespect that the vast commerce '

which the energy of our citizens and the
necessgity of our staple productions for
Chinesge uses has bullt up in these re-
gtons, may no: be prejudlced by any ex-
clusive treatment by the new occupants,
has obviated the need of our country
becoming an actor in the scene.

Our postion, among nations having a
large paclfic coast, and a constantly ex-
panding direot trade with farther Ori-
ent, gives us the equitable elaim to enn-
side ratlon and friendly treatment
thls regard, and it wlll be my alm to
subserve our large interesis In  that
quarter by all means approprlate to the
constant policy of our government. The
territories of the Kliao-Chou, of Wei-
Hal-Wel, and of Port .Arthur and Ta
Lien Wan, leased to Germany ,Great
Britain and Russia Tespectively, for

terms of years, will, if s anneuced, add
t0 [nternational comerce during such oc-
cupation, and if no diseriminating treat-
ment of the American citlzens and their
trade be found to exist, or be hereafter
developed. the desire of this govern-
ment would apepar to be reallzed. 1In
this relation, as showing +tbe wvolume
and value of our exghanges with Chlina,
and the pecullarly favorable conditions
thAt exist for their expansion in the
rormal course of trade, T refer to the
communication addressed to the speak-
er of the House of Representatives by
the secretary of the treasury on the 14th
of last June, with its accompanying lei- |
ter of the secretary of state, recom-|
‘mending an aproptiation for a eommig
sion to study the comercial and indus- |
trial conditions of the Chinesea emplref
and to report ag to ithe opportunities for,
and ohstacles to the enlargement of;
markets in China for the raw products,
and manufactures of the United States.
Actlon was not taken thereon during!
the late sesslon. I cordialiy urge that
the recommiendation receive at  your,
hands ihe conslderation which Its im-
portance and timeliness merit.

PROTECTION FOR AMERICANS.

-Me&anwhite, there may be just ground
for dizquletude, in view of the unrest
and revival of the old gentiment of op-
pogition and prejudice ¢o alien people
which pervades certain of the Chlnese
provinces, As in the case of the attacks
upon our cltizens in Scechuan and at
Kutien in 18 5 the United States min-
ister has been ingtructed fo secure the
fullest measure of pmtecﬂon, both local
and fmperial, for any meniced Ameri-;
can frtereats and to demand In case of
lawless injury to persons or property,
Instant reparstlon appropriate to the
care. Warships have been stationed at
Tien Tsin for ‘more ready observadtion
of the dizordérs which have invaded
even the Chin€se capital, =0 as to be in
a poeition to apt, should need ari+:
while a guard of marines has .een
sent 49 Peking to afford the minister
the same measure of auwthoritative pro-
tectlon as the representatives of other
natlons have been constrained to em-
ploy.

CERRUTI ARBITRATION.

Following close upon the rendition of
the award of my predecessor as arbri-
trator of the claim of the Italian sub-
Ject Cerruti, against the Republic of
Colombia, differences arese between ‘the
parties to the arbitration in regard to
the scopé and extension of the award,
of which certain llieral fulfillment.
The award having been made by tha
President of the Unlted States ms an
act of friemdly consideration amnd with
the sole view to an impartial composi-
tion of the matter in dispute, I coutd
not. but feel concern at such a mis-
carripge and, while unable to accept
the ‘Colombian theery that 1, in my offi-
cidl capaclty. ‘possessed. continuing
function as arbitrator wyth power to in-
terpret or  revisk the terms of the
award, my best efforts were lent to

call attainable Information
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bringing ‘the parties to ‘a harmonious
agreement as, 0 the executive of its
provisiona,

A naval.demonstration by Italy rg-
sulted in an engagement to pay .the lia-
abiltles eclamed upon their ascer-
talnment, hut 'this apparent disposi-
tion of the controversy was followed
by a ruptute of diplomatle Sntercourse
between Colombia and Italy, which
gtili continues, although fortunately
without acute symptoms having super-
veped, Noiwithstanding this, efforts
are reported to be continuing for the
ascertainment of Colombla's contingent
Hability on account of Cerruti's dehis,
upder the fifith article of the award.

A chaim of an American citlzen
against the Domingan Republic for a
public bnidge over the Ozama river,
which has been {n dipiomatic contro-

-tled by expert arbitration and an award

tled hy exjert arbitration amd an award
in favor of the clalmant amounting to
about $90.000. It, however, remalns un-
pald. despite urgent demands for {ts
settlement according to the terms of the
compact.

COMMERCIAL MATTERS.
fThere ig now every prospect that the

participation of the Unlted States in;

the undversal exposition to be held in
Parls in 1900 will be a scale commen-
surate with the advanced position held
by our products and Industries In the
world's chief marts.

The prellmirary report of Moses P.
Handy, who, under the act approved
July 19, 1897, was appointed special
commissiener with a view of securing
mecessary to
a full apd complete understanding by
Congress fn regard to the partcipation
af thia govermment in the Paris ex-
position, was lald before you by my
message of December 6§, 1807, and
showed the large opportunities to make
known our natlonal progress dn art,
sclence and manufactures. as well as
the urgent meed of lmmedlaie and ade-
quate provisions to emable due advan-
tage thereof to be taken. Mr, Handy's
death soon afterwards repdered it
necessary ror ancother to take up and
complete hls unfilnished work, and on
January 11, tast., Mr. Thomas W. Crid-
ler. third assistant secretary of state,
was designated {0 fulftll that task.
His report was laid before you by my
message of June 14, 1898, with the grat-
iIfying result of awakening renewed 1n-
terest In the projected display. By a
provision i the sundry civii appropria-
tlon act of July 1, 1808, a sum nmot to
exceed $650,000 was allotted for the or-
ganization of a commission to ecare for
the proper preparatlon wnd Installation
nf American exhiblts, and for the dis-
play of sultable exhibits by the several
epartments, particularly by
the department of agriculture the fish

tlona will call for your early consider-
ations especially as regards an In-
oreased appropriation to at least one
milllon dollar’s in all, so that not only
may the assigned space be fully taken
up by the best posslble exhibit in every
eclass, but the preparation and installa-
tion be on s0 perfeot a scale as to rank
among the first in that unparalleled
competition of artistic and inventive
production, and thus counterbalance
the disadvantage with whilch we start
as compared Wwith other countries
whose appropriations are on a more
generous scale and whose préparations
are in a state of much greater forward-
ness than our own,

Where our artizrang have the admlt-
ted eapacity to excel, where our invent-
ive genius has initiated many of the
grandest dlscoveriea of the later day's
of the century, and where the native
resources of our land are as lim}ltless
a8 ‘'they ware valuable to supply the
world's needs it {s our province, as it
should be our earneat care, to lead in
the march of human progress and not
rest conternt with any secondary place.
Moreaver, if this be due to ourselves, It
is no less due to the great French na-
tiom, whose guests we become, and
Wwhich has in 80 many ways testified {ts
wishes and hope 'that our particlpation
shall ‘befit the place the two peoples
have won in the field of universal de-
velopment.

INCREASED COMMERCIAL OUT-
LOOK.

The commerelal arrangement made
with France on May 28, 1898, under the
provisions of section 3, of the tariff act
of 1897, went inte effect on June 1at,
following. It has relieved a portion of
our export trade from serious embar-
'rassment. Further negotlations are now
pending under sectlon 4, of the same
act, with a view to the increase of trade
| between the two coumtries to their mu-
tua) advantage, Negotiations with oth-
er governments, in part Interrupted by
the war with Spain, are !n progress un-
ider both- sections of the <tariff act. 1
hope to be able to announce some of
the results of these negotiations during
«the present session of Congress.

Negotlations to the same end with
| Germany have been set on foot. Mean-
-while, no effort has been relaxed to
'convince the imperial government of
‘the thoroughness of our finspection of

} pork products for exportation, and 1t 15

trusted that the efficient administra-
; tion of this measure by ¢he department
“of agriculture wlill be recognized as a
, Buarantee of the healthfulness of ihe
food staples we send abrpoad to coun-
tries where thelr uses Js large and
negessary.

GERMANY'8 FRUIT BOYCOTT.

I transmitted to the Senate on Febru.
tary 10th last, informatlon touching the

commiggion and ¢he Smithsoniam jnati- | prohlbition against the importatfon af
tution, in the representatiom of the gov- ' fresh fruits from this country, which
ernment of the United States. Pursu- had been recently decreed by Germany
amt Lo that enactment, I appointed Mr, ! 9D the.ground of danger of disseminat-
Ferdinand W, Peck of Chlcago com-!iNE the Ban Jose scale Insect. This pre-

| misslonter * peneral,

wlth anp asslstant'Cautionary measure was
Germany on the score of the drastic
:pteps iaken in several states of the
Union against fhe spread of the pest,
the elaborate reports of the department
to German frult growing interests
should the scale obtain a lodgment in
.that couniry. Temporary relief was af-
forded in the case of large consignments
of fruit then om the way, by Inspection,
and admission when found non-Infected.
*Later the prohibltion was extended g
dried frults of every kind, but was re-
laxed so as to apply only to unpeeled
fruit and frujt waste, As was to be ex-
‘pected, the alarm reached to other coun-
tries, and Switzerland has adopted a
similar inhibition. Efforts are in
progresg +to induce the German and
Swiss governments to relax the prohibl-
tley in favor of drled fruits shown to
have been cured under circumstances

commissioner general and secretary.
Mr. Peck an once proceeded to Paris,
where his success in enlarging the
scupe and variety of the United States
exhlbit has been most gratifying. Not-
withstanding the comparatively Hmit-
ed area of the exposition slte—less .than
ome-half that of the world’s falr at
Chicagu—the apace assigned 4o the
United States has been increased from
the absolute allotment of 1567.403 square
feet, reported by Mr., Handy, to some
202,000 sqiiare feet. with corresponding
augmentation of the field for a truly
charactaristic  representation of the
various Important branches of our
country’s development. Mr. Peck's re-
port wlll be lafid befare you.

INCREASED APPROPRIATIONS.
in my Judgment, its recommendg-~

justified by
i



