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THE BEST ESTATE

DVBY uilcliARLES SWAMSWUM

the heartbearl j it bath its own estate

the mind it hathhalh its wealth
rt needs not fortune to be great

rhemstherl s a coin surpassing goldrold

no inetter which way fortune banslib ans
wealth makesmikes not happiness se orur

A mind hathbath little means
A narrow heart Is always poor

stern atefate the greatest stillslit entzi at

and miseluise y hathbath its high compeancompe ermerr

forfur sorrow enters palace ddllhalaj

andami queens are not exemptex inapt from tears

the princely robe and betsaisberbeg eaissais coat I1

thetile scythebryt rielie and the plume and puw
are in thetie gravegrate ol01 notedoto

M 0 live but in the eternal 61 now

still gl appointment tracks the proud
tumTUB braat neathdeath defeatduft at may jalital

the aih the richyrichtrich thethi c curtly croadcrowd

F nind ththerestheneseneisereis calacaiacalamacaical amtvilly for all

tlals atthen uh hause thitthil honor makemakes

true honor Is a thing didivinelneine

it Is the uundmind precedence lakestakes

it1 s th spirit makes thethi shrine

ioso kwitklit p thouthon yet a generous li cirleirlcirt
A bt edfast bowlinin f

aniant ntn t till death cons nt to part

with that which frindfriend to friend dothduth bind

abala uttered from the 11 1 c within

ifut heard not by the ilfelift without

ther s alwaysaiwas i ng to begin

twixt life in faithfalth andaud life inlit doubis

dobui raspgrasp thehe truthtruth j though bleak appearsappear
tue rugged paths her steps have trod

shinshiu be thy friend in other spheres
C nip lain theibe wridarld A0 god

thtb rt elianlulng with the wic and good

tbtil rich in thought thetile great in soul

ariuarluai iu missonmission may be understood
aaA nt part prove equal to the hiltll

iroive vr rot halthalf wowe may p assess

A r what awaits nor blat attenhattendr
lyIV ro ii robericher tarfar than wew e may guessgness

R b as eternity exten 1

the hearlheart it hathbath its own estate
the mind it hathhalh its wealth untold

it needs not fortune to be greatygrealy
ii 1 jleilc theretheressas a coin surpassinging gold

THE BATTLE OF LIFE

BY PHILIBERT

toward the end of the restoration two young
students from parisvaris had been spending their
holidays in one of the charming villi agesagea of mor-
van on the banks of the loire they were bib th
two and twenty years of age and wore the hues
of health upon their cheekschecks during a couple
of months they had alved almost like american
trappers gun in hand and their game bagbacr slungaluni
across their shoulders incessantly beating about
thethebusthabusbusathibhis9 scaling mountains rising at cack
crow and eating rye bread and a mass of french
beans at the

1
first farm they could disdiscovergoverdover in

their per sometimes as a greatgrea
treattrent they washed dowdown their savory meal by a
glass of indigenoris white wine rather tart and
very heavy but in mailymany respects very similar
to the rhelrhet sh wineswines

when evening cam they selected either a
bhareare or a partridge from thetile spoils of their days
shoshootingting and suppedcupped now in some wood cut-
ters hut now in some wayside inn frequentfrequentedcd
by carriers

this kind of lifeilfe pleased them exexceedinglyee
and caused a salutary reaction in their issystem
which was somewhat exhausted by closeclose study
for our two sportsmen had just talentaltat en their de-
grees as licentiate in law

one morning as thythoy werewire breakfasting at an
inninn exhibiting the more ambitious than appro-
priate sign of the nianriar of war y what indeed
havelave shipschips to do in the heart of flfurestrest landlands
near the pond of varzybarzy one of the young men
twisted up his shootingshao ting license and having
set lrefireire to it proceeding to light his ciffer

myilly gogoodod friend conrad observed hebe its
alallaliI1 very well to shoot fora few weeks but every
thing must have an end november is staring
us iin the face and with it will come fog and
rainram and sleet and snow muchnuch as we like
INImorvangirvan with its wolves and boarsbaars and large
hareshaies it1 l will be unbearable in another fortnight
sfS vewe must think of returning to parispans

aye to study to pore over old law
and puzzlelzzie our brains replied conrad with
aihlihigyh suchstich is I1 know the fate that awaits u
sincerince ouyour oolfil miliesmilles ateare setret upon milking
cfafusas B it T inbred ii11 we hadbad a grain of
we ehsh lududiud askallayn itleaveaveare to stay here among
tanimn nain

so say inginzin hph brinitnoupou d to a little cluster
bousedouse al notnotant hidhickienlenn yv a clump of
Ppoplarsclars ond floanfiul n oaksoaka

it woud ieoe so delightful continued he
vveI1 ve and dipdue n this pot whir our nurses rockirock
pded us a our cradrr iiiiilli os aoiacid wherehere our M
looked onn us ia mih theilip VPS of aff ati in W
have r pe ra in urar onor hardyhard exeexcellentellenteilent winewin
in our iid y ri borses inin our
whwll t mmireirelre can we wish tomtowfor

Birbravotivo cried Tancard ironically tyrlynu u ha
bpbet er put th iii ishiba stroesstistoo se to this di

pi eurelure 6 q inzloz jill us ceasaroCeasars savinsaving F
i y iaa so IA r am caring to be firstgirst irin a vi
ag r I1 d rwra be letel e la I1I1 aiat R rmoeroe

that is a piece of moekmeek modesty Tancard
aidald his friend which literally translated means
hat one would likeilke to be girstfirst fiddle ewry
cherp 1

weilweli any way a village would
ow only suppose your wish realireailrealizedrealisednedted youvouyou

be made a country notary and 1I perer
laps a justice of the peace then before a cou
yleile of years had ir oiled over our heau our cami

iesles would have given us eachearh fuhfut a wife some
armer s daughter with cheekcheeks3 as red as love

as notable may b I1

should we be so very much pitied for that
asked conrad

hear me to the end durour excellent wives
would bringbriny us each sixty thousand francs
which isis reckoned a handomahandome fortune in this
place and folks would saysayeay of us how happy
theyliley are butcut wait a bit before ten more
years have had rolled over our heads I1 shoushouldd
see six antis of vatiousvarious sizes seated at my tabletabie
and youjouou six daughterslaughters likewise of assorted
sizes or yiati u would have six sons and I1 six

rs we will not quarrel on thatilat corescore

as I1 dontdont care whichwinch but whatA hat I1 10lodo care about
is not to hang any such dead weight round my
neck

where would bethebe the use of all our studies
Sursurelyelyaseltasas we have as yet only tasted the bitters
let us now aspire to the sweets of the tree of
knowleknowledgedire and to enjoy them to perfection
there is but one place endand that Is paris

mienthen let us go saidgaid conrad resignedresignedlylj

ththee nituit daydy they took their leave and set
offinoff in diligence as railroads were not then in
exiexlexistencetencetenartencencr and in three days they reached the
capital

we have already said that each of young
men had hishs diploma in his pocket which pro
vencial parents generally seem to consider a cer-
tain pa sport to fortune while the fact is the
younyoung aspiasplantant must then enter upon a

a thousand times more difficult and more
trying before he can gelgeige a single client

it was aflerafter a due consideration of all the
obstacles thathat would beset their path that con-
rad gave up the idea of aspiring to the bar the
very first day

liyyivmy good friend said he to tancred you
c n becomelecome a celebrated practitioner and a
learned isyouifyou please it isi not I1 who
will enter into competition with you I1 mean
to v up the whole concern before I1 attempt
it

then what do you mean to do asked tanxan
cred

111 I intend bebecomingcomino a pain ler or an engraver
I1 ana adist niorsomesome ssortort in short

anlan artist so you wish to die of hunger do
yuy u my good fellow

leavegleave that old stale jike to ivytilys people
said conrad you know painters no longer die
in hospitals many have not only magnificent
mansions but country seats into the bargain
even upstartsupstarts no longer venture to affect to dis-
dain themhem

bankers diplomatists ministers and even
princes are but too happy to fill their drawing
rooms with painters poets sculptures and mu-
sicians don t the mention the
names ofif all the celebrities that attended such
and giu h a fete while they would never think
of enumerating those of the men who
were presenpresenttP1 now I1 envy the fame that may
be ired by a stroke of the pen or a pencil
or a chisel as the case may be

each has his own views said Tancred cold
ivlv 111 I have no err but what I1 shall acquire
both fame and fortune at the palace of justice

111I hopehopp you will replied conrad but asits
we are now about to follow two distinctly oppo-
site careers and are therefore not likely to meet
often I1 should wish to propose that we keep up
ourcur old friendship by agreeing to spend a day
together once in every year

i agreedAsAi reed said tthealelie lawyer but whatwhit day shallhalls

it he
let us say hebe anniversaryy of our return to

paris this is the aut of october I1

very eilelieell myaly good conrad in sa years
timtime we will meet in some place which alletteraletter
fjonfj omaora one of us will designate

they then shook hands and parted
A year fles rapidly enoughg especiallyespecialy in pa

r crisand more especially at the age olourof our two
roes and the olst of october seemed to come
round faster than they had expected

faithfully to their agreement they now memett
at a dining room in the palais royal such being
the place appointed by one efthemof them

now leis drink the first glass to ourour child-
ish recollections said conrad to the duration
of our friendship rindwind to the of
our dreams forgor the future

talking of the future said tancredtancred hoddohow do
you get on

conrad replied gaily that in point of fortune
liehe was pretty near at the same point asa where

I1 they started butdut in the art observed liphe

it wants a cons demablederablerabie time to command suc-
cess stilltila I1 trust thachatintin two or three years I1
shallshail rereselleh the g ai I1 am striving to attain

what you only expect to come into notice
some two or three years henc asked the law-
yer then without waiting for nnwin answer he
added 1 I1 have been luckilucklluckierf r I1 conconfessconlessfessfesi A

1 criminal case has brought me on famously
those who heard my address to the judge and
jury saldsaid that chap promises eliwelinell per-
haps you read my speech in the gazette

and what morfamore asked conrad
my fellow harestershamsters begin to treat me 11withith

great respect I1 have arime good client and
sum up as wewee say 61t have fifteen
francfrancss in the tjfj Jsds iiin mire yearsyeara why
L rd I1 shall hav mademude the world rig with myiny
mimename

conrad changed the conversation for he hated j

guresagures besides he was concerned to perceive
ilat liis1115 friends countenance no longer exhibit- s

d that ruddy hue indicative of vigorous health
isitisil did that daiydiy year 1

LuckilucliluckilylyTtancredred had descended from a sturdy
raceace of drovers and his robust nature was I1

to bearbeat annn immense amount of fatigue
thehie young lawyer at that per irdlyd very much

the appearance veT e attributed to Jjacac
quespea cujas hii great predecessor nishis head
ibaughtaugh lotnot fine was hisilia little
gimlet eyeye flashed like lightning and from his
somewhat coarsely molded thick lips as red as
pomegranates flowed a stream ofcf elnencerencereneepence1

I1

I

powerful sarcastic or insinuating as tilethe case
might reaquirequire

thertistthe rest rfcs the day was spent pleasantly
elouenoughoh abterafterA fler dinner they took a turn on the
boulevards

1itI L is near eleven said conrad BOso I111

must not dtd tain yen anytiny longer my good friend
but let as0 promiee to meet again in a year

so be it said the lawyer as he shook hands
with thellie artist

we wihwin now jump over three anniversaries
as they presented no individualir feafeatureturetute I1

onn the of october 1830 conrad brot
ta 17 igind his friend to keep their annual rp I1

j

conrad like a generous hearted fellow as he
was had taken a part in the movement thatbat prepro
pared tilethe revolution of july ilehe had caught i

the spirit that inspired artists at that moment i

iwithith a thirst for moral libertyi and regeneration
when the kinga ordinancesordinanceord inanc es were primulpromulga-
ted

a

he took up arms with the students and thele
people at the risk of his life

tancred on I1 he contrary like a prudent char-
acter had nutnot left his office when the strug-
gle uwasas oyerove however liehe hadbad pronounced a fu-
neral oration over hisilia more active fellow citizens
who had fallen under the fire of the swiss
guards in consequence of whichhibb he was made
a knight of0 the legionregion ofor honor

thibthis little bit of red ribbon observed he to
conrad during breakfast will lvegiveive me the right
to rank with these highest members of the bar

ia1 I dare say it will help to increase your repu-
tation said conrad

without money would bsbe nothing
briefs will now rain upon me and you mas-
ter dreamer have youyon no good news to tell me of
yourselfyou

yes I1 have though I1 am going to marry
A iarelarelarge fortune

aaA charmingcha aming girl as amiable as bheshe is well in-
formed I111lyelveve herlier and I1 believe she lolovesloiesdesies me
luceince rely and betterbelter than a large for-
tune

tancredtangred shrugged his shoulders
gareare yonyoo serious conrad
quite so I1 assure you
in this nineteenth century odoursof ours and utat the

aceige ol01 sixsix and twenty you are going to marry
i poor girl

411 I am
unfortunate friend and unfortunate france

said Taritarltancredcred parodyingparodying theibe famous sayingor
thellie journal dtdo9 debang relative to the insane
conduct of the despicable charles X

do not make your lf uneasy on my account
resumed Tartancredcred 1 I1 bhailiball work liardhard besides
wevie mean to be satisfied with a litile

each sees these things in a dimerentdifferent light
said the lawyer andland now in return for your
confidential communications I1 mist inform you
that I1 am about to marry the daughter of an
iron founderlounder

Is she pretty
she will bring me three hundred thousand

francs on our eddingwedding day
1 I she intellectual
she haslias large expectations besides her mar-

riage portion
you ddontont cchoose to lilIIIunderstandtand mp dodoudo you

love her does shethe love yousou thais the

mostmost interesting point
1 I1 have only seen her once replied the law

yer5er
unfortunate frindirdfrifrindnd unfortunate state of iioisoso

clety exclaimed conrad lauglauzlaughinghing
they separseparateda ted in less gondgood spirits than forlor

merly but withx ith the same agreement as hereto-
fore of memaetinameetingetina thathat day twelve months

conrad had atnot been d by the lawyerlawyersa
sarcasms he relied upon his own resources
ani they had not failed him his talents inin-
creased and celebrity began to wait upon hisilia

name in the beginning he had been content to

arn his bread tyby the drudgery of the art such
as making dedelansdozensianslans fortldetitletide pages of cheap bubli
cat ions and so forth but now lie was called
upon to illustrate the works of the creat writwriters
this was profitable labor which placed him in

easy circumstances
on the october followinglowingfuiful he met his

friend ath a happa face
you looktook satisatisfiedfied 1 ssaldsaida id tancred auwhow

rstands youryour litle fortunefotune by nownoa
1 I have followed your advice replied con

rad andland put by a trifle for rainy days besidesbeside
which 1 have bought a little cottage in st ger
malnmain en layelaje

but what is it all worth asked thetire lawyer
thirty thousandthou francs twenty thou sanc

vested in the funds and terlten thousand inin lh
little house

A sarcastic smiesmie played round the lawyerslawyer
ipg as he exclaimed thirty thousand francs

I1 whatwhai are you nude of to be ccontent with so lit
tietle chyi have five hundred mdind francs
and think myself poor with thathat however
hope soon to double that amount

do yyr u aeiaft ulily mean 351 ti hpehhi pe to elinetin aft ica

five hundred thousand francs reu

to be surefure next year I1 hope to becomebegrime
eniereniar advocateadvocatei and bi fore laa twelvemonth I1
shallhall uet e woiwoj ihh a m ilion
aoA it was a rainy daydayl our meros parted eel-

y
farewellFarewel tancredTaneredcred saideald the artist
farewell and do grow a ihdelittle more worldly

said the lawyer
the lllawyersawyers hers were literally realized

1 aisis breiuretbrethrenhrenbren of the bar elected him senior ad
in compliment to his high talent sn

1 lonor which might bayebave sated the
f any public inanman but pieneplene unswas nitolt

alinallnaimalm of hisbis exertions ifeilelie gave himself nd
i eslestresteil partook ol01 no a amusementsamusements went IQ no
dinnersSinneri shehe would be a millionaire and hehentheatut
lenorth becamebecome one
this timelime conrad having adinavin been the firfirt

to keep their was struck by the
change inin his friends person Taintancredcred waswa
scarcely recognizable

fermaturePermaturemalure baldness had left bis exposed
to the comments of phrenologists A pair of
green spectacles protected his once brilliant
eyes irownirom the full glare of day wuiewhile his eidaejna
coated cheeks wore the sigsicsicklymy huebue of waxen
images llisills formformwaywas bent amiand he basconwas coni-
s

con-
s antlyanally chewing chocolate to
en his stomachstonochmch when he artist pread hisisis
ilandhand he felt as ifhebe were holding the fingersfinders
of a marblemaible statue within his graspgrap but he ann
deadeaideloredored to conceal his impressions

on sittingsilling down to pablp lie filledfilli d lilailiaruslusits ukalfs
and gave as teetre toast to our mounmountainstainglaing hifit
morvan

the lawyer scarcely seemed to
what liehe meant i

111 am worth a million conrad said hetie
1 I amott guessed aias mulchmush answered tthear-

tist
ar

veliveilvellwell I1 should be mostmool happy tto
were it not that it st51 emed toA be parpurchasedchased atice

and
then fearing lseise had spoken a little too plain-

ly ilelie added in a centlegentle tonelone you know allntin
I1 cred ever since we returned fromirom the pond ofor
1 varzybarzy you have treated me as a visionary be-
cause1 causacause I1 am satisfied with quiet happiness now

I1 you must know that it is you who are a vision
wybry what are you thetile betterbelter for this million
do you live no not more than a block of

I1 stone the seasons go by without your notinoli
cing thernthem your life is woreworse than a alley
slave you never knew what it was to love I1
have known you brisk healthy vigorous and
ruddy and now you are hasteningbattening to perfermaturematureatme
old age and no wonder when you rearca both
meals and sleep to gainvain timelime to adraadd a few morewore
piles of gold to youiryour vast fortune your hairbairhair is
streaked with silver threads you never
you wear flanflannelnelletletiet the weather be ever goso fine
and all this to be able to say 111 am worth a mil
liona

then to soften tilethe harshness otof illsilia stric-
tures he said in a tone of real concern now
do listen to me tancred mybly little circincotlagetage is13

becoming a comfortable house and I1 have pur-
chased the roundingsurroundingsursui land which gives uetoe
both a farm and a little park we are surround-
ed by all tilethe luxuries of a parisian lifelile be-
sides which we have delicious milk and vegi
ables and plenty otof Sansabsancerrecerre wine which isi

especially reviving to invalids
aaandnd hat of this said this lawyer
vvhs now that you are in this

coveted million do throw effiff that nasty blick
gown that concow es thetile wearer likeike D jimi raesrals
tunic and in six months timelime you will be once
more the lytleirele and hearty maninan you were nhien
we returned to paris I1 I1

fiddle de de said none of your
idols for me what you fancy I1 imam illiii

why I1 am the mi at active of all my brother
lawilawerslamersserslers I1 not lose my timelatune m drinking
aass milk not I1 besides the millionmillioit I1 longed
for a year ago is no longer sufficient for my
wants

howflow so cried conrconradad halfhair
owhyW hy you know I1 hayenave two children a boy

andandaa girlgir I1 must havehive money to launch my
son in the worldoridorld and a marriage portion furfar my
daughter and something for myself fo atjuu
sjsacg tntintinlh t I1 must go nnon working I1inn th ree yea rs I1
s all have accomplished my kourour children
wllwil then brbe worth a million betbetween them and
the other million will be for usu I1 shall ntnitt rest
till ihenthen

seeing him so resolute conrad al no
further remonstrance but hebe thouthoughtglit as they
partepartedd their annual meetings would becomelecome
more difficult to keep nor was hphe mistaken

A few days before the of october he fcie
celved a letter in which his friend begged hm
10lo postpone their friendly meeting to a other
time tancred said liehe was overwhelmed with
business butbu trustedrusted they would meet at the be
ginningginging of winter

the M interwinter passed and not a word was said
about this wnmeetingeting the two other seasons fuifol

0owelwegwet but without bringingbunging tancred
the 31 t of october brocht conrad a ater

11 guess i a contentsconcoi tents said lie11 eeartisartiartl steventeven benorebefore
liehe had broken 1 thehe seal tancred wrote to sayeay
that over and above his usual hebe
was now canvassing to be elected a manber
of the chamber of deputies which obliged him
t postpone their meeting

611 I am afraid the 31 ft otof octooctoberber will lyslis struck
0outontut of therthe alendercalender said conrad to himself

us beesee m hat next yerer bringsbringa
this time the lawyer came to the mmeetingg in

iliais carricarticarriageage
great changesclicil anges take place in parisparn inin the

spicesp ice if three years tancred was now an ini
por an personpersonageiletle ilehe had been elected senior 1

advallocateal cate aas9 cond timetimp he was a member
chambor of deputies and waswag in short oreoneore
of the fifteen or twenty men of the dayiwho con I1


