
THE DESERET WEEKLY
der which they sweat and stagger

the latter position is only fit for
human asses whose capacity for
enduring wrong far exceeds their
common sense and manly inde-
pendencepen dence

POINTS FOR THE BOARD OF

equalization
STILL a flood of protests against

the enormous valuations placed
upon property by the city asassessorseasor
pours into the city hall and threat-
ens to overwhelm the board of
equalization

in considering the important
questions before them the city
council should remember that there
tois every inducement of a pecuniary
nature to prompt the assessor in
making excessive assessments he
tois to be paid a percentage on the
city taxes that is not a good way
to remunerate tax assessors it puts
a premium upon tigh valuations
and is a standing temptation in thatchat
direction

there are two other points for the
board to consider one is that an
offer by the assessor to purchase
property at the amount assessed and
the refusal of the owner to sell form
no proof that the assessment tois just
because such an offer is often but a
bluffir 11 and a person who is pleased

and satisfied with his home might
not want to sell it at double its mar-
ket value the other is that no
other interpretation of the phrase
in the law cash value or fair
cash value is lawful than that given
in the law which is this

the terms value and fair cash
value mean the amount at which the
property would be taken in payment
of a just debt due from a solvent
debtor

boom values speculative prices
the figures at which a piece of adja-
cent property may have been
bought are utnot proper guides for
tax assessments the legislature
did not intend to oppress the people
but to make taxation uniform
throughout the territory the
course pursued by the city asses
sor if allowed to run to its com-
plete issue will defeat the purpose
of the lecial ture and impose a
burden upon the taxpayers which
will cause more discontent and in
dignation than any public measure
that has ever been devised in this
city

THE CITY BOARD OF EDUCATIONION

THE city board of education at
its session on thursday august 28
did some good things first it de-
cided to refer jo the auditing wincorn

cittee the dispute between treas-
urer walden and the trus-
tees of the eleventh school dis-
trict second it endorsed the action
of the trustees otof the nineteenth
school district in agreeing to pur-
chase from the nineteenth ecclesi-
astical ward its interest in the joint
property for the sum of
third it decided to expend the
funds raised by special taxes in the
districts in which they were levied
until the immediate necessities of
those districts shall be supplied

it appears that the trustees of the
eleventh ward made a report of
their financial doings to the dis
erict which was adopted by the
meeting and a small sum was voted
10to each of the trustees as demun r i
tion for their services tretreasurasur
er walden made a demand
upon these trustees disputing
their statements and their right
to this appropriation in a scurrilous
letter full of personal and idinsulting
allusions likely to provoke a serious
conflict by referring the matter
to the auditing committee the
board has very adroitly placed the
matter in the way of peaceable and
legal settlement

the nineteenth ward and the
nineteenth school district havehave
had some complications thu
property occupied by them in com-
mon for ecclesiastical and school
purposes justly the whole property
clearly belongs to the latterlattur day
saints of that ward it was origin-
ally their property the house being
built by their voluntary donations
no taxes entering into the work
the deed from the mayor waswan
not made out as it should
have been in view of the facts and
so there liashas been some dispute as to
the rights of the two organiza-
tions the settlement made by the
school trusteestrue ees appears to be the
easiest way out of the difficulty
although it may not be strictly just
to the ward corporation the
board wisely endorsed the settle-
ment

the decision to expend in the
several districts the money raised
therein we also think equitable and
prudent of course it may be
argued that the city is now only
one district for school purposes
but the old lines will not fade out
in an ininstant and while the taxation
is not uniform and the needs of the
several sections arearb different audand
there is1 so much feeling over the
unequal special taxes assessed the
board has clearly taken the bestbeat
course to allay illIII feeling and deal
out equality

it is desirable that the educational
affairs of this city shall progress
without needless obstacles while
the board of education exhibits a
desire to act fairly and for the beat
interests of the people it is entitled
to the support of all classes of the
community let us have good
schools well attended and thorough-
ly taughttauglit

while on this subject it is well totg
mention that next tuesday in the
twelfth district schoolhouse ataat 9
ita na there will be an examination
of applicants for the position of
schoolteachersschool teachers in this city the law
makes no discrimination as to

the faith of school teachers
ondand it is not to be presumed that
this will cut any figure in the ex-
amination there are many com-
petent preceptorspreceptors among our people
and some of them have kept nicklack
since the change of affairs habau taken
place we advise all whwho desire to
follow this profession to present
themselves for examination and if
they do not meet with justice and
fairness it will then be time to ob-
ject school teachers come to the
front
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THE LIBERAL trickstersTRICK

DEFEATED

THE decision of judge zane laia
the mandamus case which will be
found elsewhere in this paper is in
effect just what might have been
and was generally anticipated
his reasoning is cogent and so clear 1
that no explanation or comment is 4

required
the board of canvassers need not

go to the ballot box to find out
whether the disputed votes were
cast for J H rumel or J H
rumel jr because the preponder-
ance of evidence and the weight of
legal presumption are that only J
H rumel jr was a candidate fofor
election and that the votes at one
poll being all cast for rumel jr
and at the other in the same pro

for ru were all meintmeant
for one and the same person this
gives the to the peo-
ples candidate
it is well that this point has been

judicially determined the board i
of canvassers hashaa butut quasi judicial
powers and a competent court hav-
ing ruled on the question it is setmet

tied in an authoritative as well asan
convincing way which ought to be
the end of controversy i

the course of the liberal connedCOBICOB I
spiraaspiratorstors and casuists iafia this pro
beeding have been in keeping V
the trltrickeryokery and meanness wweichtchT


