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there have been dispensations pertaining to0 o

1

time and thesa dispensations have generally been
of short endurance the wickedness of the
worldWOW haghas been such as to drive those holding
authority and power to administer in the various
dispensations from the earth and thehe systems of
meninen have been instituted in the stead thereof and
our earth has been left from time to time over-
whelmed with the darkness confusion jars and
discords of men made systems of religion and
the people have been shutshutoutout for many genera-
tions from the true light of heaven

what has been the condition of the people for
some seventeen centuries past on the great east-
ern hemisphere we have often told you thathat
the ancient church was destroyed from the face
of the earth thathat the authority of the priesthood
of heaven was taken from thehe earth thathat no such
a thing as a christian church with all its author-
ity andanti power as it stood upon the earth in an-
cient days has existed for generations andanti ages
thathat are past this we have proved to the peo-

ple groovedfrom time to time and we haveave showed them
that thisibis state of things has taken place in ful-
fillmentfillment of prophecy hence the people who died
during these dark ages have gone down in ignor-
ance of the law by which they are to be judged
in ignorance of the authority and powerpowei of the
gospel in ignorance of the christian religion they
having only a history of it had no one authorized
to administer it they could barelyba lelyrely read what it
waswill in ancient days and that was all

were not those ancient fathers of ours as good
ina many respects as we and if they had had

same opportunities we not manymally i

orof them have embraced the gospel as well as welwe
it they are notriot permitted to hear the gospel in
tietle eternal worldworlds could they not come tipup be-
fore the judge of all the earth and say you are
a partial being you are judging us by a lawjaw we
never heardbeard of condecondemningmuing us forfor something we
never had the opportunity of receiving

they would have the right to plead this ex-
cuse before the great bar ofor judgment but hatthat
tieythey may be left without excuse before tho bar
of god in hethe last of the fullness of
times god will send a holy messenger from heav-
en called elijah the prophet to give power to
closenchosen vessels on theeartathe earthtarth to officiate in the or-
dinancesdinances of that gospel in their behalf thus the
hearts of the children will be turned towards
their fathers otherwise the children must also
perish with their fathers and all flesh would be
nittensmittener with a curse why because we have
the power given unto us from heaven to feel afof
tr our fathers and yet we will not do it con-
sequently we would be cruised and we could not
escape from it

though the gospel may be revealed to us we
cannot partake of it and enjoy its
neglect the fathers that is a duty enjoined upon
the children in the last dispensation that is the
duty enjoined upon us and by no less a person-
age than the one I1 have named that prophet
who had such great power while liehe remained on
the earth that had powerower to call down fire upon
his enemies that iadeadhad power to call fire from
leavenbeaven and consume the sacrificesacrificessl that prophet
who was waftedwafred to heaven in a chariot of fire
that same august personage has been sent from
the eternal world with this important message to
the children that we might extend a helping hand
to our fathers that are dead that they might be
benefited as well as we by tilethe great flan of hu-
man redemption

nownov the great and grand question to be uunder-
stood by us is wherein do the children bene-
fit the fathers in what respect howbow and in
what manner are their hearts turned to them
and also on the other handband in what way can
the fathers benefit the childchildrenreul for notriot only the
hearts 0 the children have tobelobe turned to the fath-
era

fath-
ers but the hearts etof the fathers are to be turned
to the children both of these objects are to be ac-
complishedcomplis liedhed in the great mission given to eljaheijah

let us first inquire in what way are the chil-
dren that are upon the earth to be benefited by
their fathers that are dead I1 have already totold
you had it not been for the fathers that are
dead where would have been thetha priesthood

could we have got it from the churchchuich of rome
no fortor it never was restored to them Is there
any possible way by which the people calling
themselves latter day saints could have been
benefited by the authority and priesthood of
heavenbeavenlieaven unless it were through our fathers who
were sent from heaven holding the authority
and it upon the children that they
might officiate in behalf of those who died wiwl h-
out the knowledge ot the gospel there is no
other waywaywas and thilthis is the way we obtained it
and we leavehave certainly been benefited by it and
the hearts of our fathers holding the priesthood
have really andaud truly been turned unto us
while they lived upon the earth they looked
down through the dark vistavisiavista of ages and beheld
their children in the last despendispensationatlonallon and the
work they were to accomplish they beheld the
time when all things in heaven and ou the earth
that are in should be gathered together in
one and they called it the dispensation of the
fulifullfullnessliessiless of times in other words a dispensation
that includes all other dispensations do you
understand thatthai for instance the former dis
sensations that have been upon this earth have
been dispensations only in part they were
calculated iuin their nature to accomplish certain
objects upon the face of the earth but they nev-
er embraced the fathers and the children down
to tilethe end of time

in the last dispensation of the fullness of times
all other dispensations will be consolidated it
will be the winding up dispensation of this earth
introduced before the great and terrible day of the
lord comes it will be a dispensation that willaill
take hold of the fathers back to the earliest ages
of the world it will be a dispensation in which
the keys that were committed to the apostles in

days will bobe delivered to chosen ones
a dispensation in which all the keys and powers
held by all the ancient prophets will be delivered
apt dispensation that will iachuch backbuck unto the days

1 i i
of0 moses and thatbatL will lake hold of patriarchal
keys and the righteous institutions of those
that lived in thehe days of the flood and back to
the days of our father adam and there will be
keys and powers restored oneeonca revealed to him
all these dispensations could not be perfected
without the grand dispensation of the fullness of
times that will enbomencompasspa sistty all the inhabitants of
the earth of all ages and generations in one vastlast
general assembly all things in heaven recollect
and all thingslungs on the earth that are iaa christ are
to be gathgatheredertil inin one

did any other dispensationsdispensationdispenation accomplish sh this
contemplate the works of all past dispensations
and you will find all were not gathered iain one
it is true they were gathered fromirom time to time
in the heavens to watwa t herethere for the time
when rillnil hethe righteous of this globe should be
gathered into one the fathers with
the children and the children wilhwith the fathers
the one could not be perfected without the other

herein then both the fathers and the children
are interested and the children are benefited
through the assistence of the keys handed down
from heaven by the fathers and un the other
hand that portion of the fathers who died in ig-
norancenc rance are benefited by the assistance of the
keys committed into the handsbands of the children
who will officiate in their behalf

but now let us come to particulars in regard
tolttollto ti is subject how do the children officiate inin
behalf of the fathers we can officiate while in
the h so far as ordinances are concerned we
cannot believe for our fathers we cannot repent
for them we cannot receive the holy ghost for
our fathers and we cannot attain to any other
point pertaining to the mind or the spirit of man

wherein inquires 0 lecan we benefit our fath-
ers if we cannot repent for them nor believe
for them nor relieve the holy ghost forfor them
inili what manner can we benefit them I1 will
tell you what we can do we can be baptized
for the dead can it be possible that there is
suchstich a principle turn to the chapt of
pauls first epistle to the corinthians where you
can read the words of hethe great apostle upon
the subject of baptism for the dead 108- 1els said
he bildtwhat shall they do which are baptisedbaptizedsed for
the dead if the dead rise not at all why are they
then baptizedbap tied for the dead

he understood thehe matter it was all plain be-
fore him and behe was writing to a people who un-
derstoodderstood it they had received prepreviousiouslous instruc-
tions although theethese words are contained in
what is called pauls first epistle to the corinth-
iansianslans ani in this firstfirt epistle we readredd that he had
written another epistle to that same people but
that isis lost if we had that first eepistle1 I tielie which
paul refers to in what Is now termed the first
epistle we should probably find this docdocinedobineIrine ful-
ly revealed for he wrote to0 o them as though they
uLderunderstoodstood all about it heile could with propropiospilaplia
ty have addreaddressedsed themthein in a style something like
this you corinthians have received the ordin-
ance of baptism for the dead you haebae gone forth
and been baptized for and in behalf of the dead
vouyouyou have been buried in water in the likeness ofol01
eliblichriesChrits death and raised fromfroin it in the likeness
of hisbis resurrection in behalf of the dead and
now in as much as you understand it what will
vouyouyou do if the dead rise notriot at all as much as to
sayay that will give you a full and clercier
title to come forth in the morning of the first res-
urrectionur and also your dead can rieriseri e in the
morning of thetile first resurrection in as much aas
you have been baptized for them butbat it the
dead are not raisedbared from theirthein graves neither
you nor they can be benefited by baptism

this is the argument of paul this looks con-
sistentsi those spirits of our fathers whose bobod-
ies are in their graves can repent for they have
not lostloit their agency they can believe in jesus
chiistchilst for that is an act of the mi d they cancall
reform from every evil because they are
for it lais the spirit that can do good or evil thattedi
same being called the spirit can repent in the
eternal worlds as well as here it can believe in
jesusjeus christ and in his atonement in thill eter-
nal worlds as well as here and if the gospel is19
preached to them there they can relieve it there
so far as the acts of the mindmini are concernedconcoucerrud but
they coddco ddeld not receive baptism there for that isis
an ordinance pertaining to the body it is an out-
ward ordinance antin particu-
larly for those that are iwinthethe flesh

baptism is for the remissionremis alonaion of the sinssinasins of thosethoss
who are in the body and it is the same for the
generations of the dead if their sins are to be
forgiven through the aiming noodhood of jesus
christ the conditions of forgiveness are ttetitie e same
in the spirit world as herbera namely baptism for
the remission 0101 sins but inasmuch as they
have not the opportunity of being baptized in that
spirit world some person else must officiate for
them in their behalf what power and authority
do the servants of god justly receive who ad-
minister here ouon the earth do they administer
a persons that have no authorityauauthhority djdu they
officiate as havinghavn g received authoauthorityity from man
do they assume authority Is this the kind of
authority with whichbich the true servants of god
administer in ordinances no the authority
committed into the handsbands of the servants of god
in all dispensations of the gospel isis the power to
bind on the earth and it iiis bound in heaven to
seal on the earth and is sealed in heaven to loose
on the earth and it is13 loosed in the heavenheavens and
whosoever sins they remit here on the earth they
are to be remitted in the heavenheavens and whosoever
sins they retain here upon the earth they are re-
tained against those individuals in the heavens
this is the authority of the servants of god in all
dispensations of the gospel from the eaearliestliest ages
of the world until the present time any au-
thority which does not embrace this power in the
ministration of ordinances is altogether useless
and in vain baptism received at the hands of
any unauthorized person is good for nonothingthine

when the children of men herehereinin the flesh
receive the gospel for themselves they are bap
tided for the remission of sinssills and receive the
fullness orof gospel end the hope of eternal life in

the kingdom of god for themselves when theytiley
also have a dispensation committed to them for
the benefitbenefi of their fathers who are dead unless
they exercise their trying to benefit the
fathersfather they will aaas malachi predicts be smit-
ten withith a curse they will riotnot be profitedprofiled them-
selves by the gospel which they have received
why because they do notriot reach forward and
try to reclaim others whose bodies areore g in
the grave

the latter layday saintssilas have hadbad this subject
revealed to them andanti tilethe great god that sent his
angel to joseph smith to give him power and
authority to translate the history of ancient
america with the go apelandopeland propheciesjecies contained
in it has spoken to the same man revealing to
him the keys of elijah and power to seal onoil
earth that which shall be sealed in the heavens
therefore whenanen by that authority the servants
and handmaidshandband maids of the lord go foifolfoitleth audand arere bap-
tized for those that are dead it is recorded and
sealed on the earth the administrator who
officiates for and in behalf of the dead does it
by authority he says havir g given
me in the name of jesus christ I1 baptize ouon for
andarid in behalf of your father of your mother of
your grandfather or of any of your ancestors usas
the case may be that are dead and I1 do this in
he name of the father and of the son and of

the lolyfolytoly1 oly ghost this is recorded in thellie sacred
records kept on tilethe earth ardaid the recording
angel who takes cognizance of the ordinances on
the earth makes a record of the same in heaven
I1 do not know but eiljahelijah himself may be the re-
cording angel for eternity

the macrel books kept inili the archives of eterni-
ty are to be opened in the great judgment day
and compared with thehe records kept on the earth
and then if it is found that things haehaie been done
by the authority and commandment of the most
high in relation to the dead and the same things
are found to be recorded both on earth and in
heaven such sacred books will be opened and
read before the assembled universe in the day of
judgment and will be sanctioned by him who
sits on the throne and deals out justice and mercy
to all of his creation our fatherslathers who are inili
the spirit world roustmust lave a message entsent to
them what benefit would it be for you and I1 to
go forth and be baptized for our talfatherliers
our grandfathers or for any of our ancestors
who are dead ifit no mesmermessage is lo10 be sent to them
in the spirit world A message must be sent to
them

there are authoritiesauthorisesauthorises in heaven asa well as upon
the earth and the authorities in heaven ataleaiee far
greater in number than the few who are upon
the earth this is only a little branch of the
great tree of the priesthood merely a small branch
receiving authority from heaven so that the in-
habitants of the earth may be saas well
as the inhabitants of the eternal world but the
great trunk of1 11the tree of tilethe priesthood is in
heaven there you will find thousands aridand millions
holdiholdingrg the power of thefile priesthood there you
will find numerous hosta of mesmessengersengers to be sent
foithforth to benefit the numerous nations of the dead
they go forth having authority they enterabter into
the prison houses of the dead they open their
mouths by buth and commandment of the
most high god theyiiley preach to them jesus
christ as a lamb hta from before thehe foundation
of the worldworle they blowbiowslowstow to the inhabitants of the
dead in their prison houses that his atonement
was intended to reach them as well as people
dwelling upon the earth and in proof of this let
rneme refer you to what the apostle peter says illlilin
relation to jesus our great high priest and apos-
tle who was tent forth by the commandment of
the fathereither to our world peter says that after hebe
was crucified and put to death iuin the flesh he
went to preach to the spirits in which
pellpeli hed in the floodsflood when once the longiong suffer
ing of god waited in liethelleile dasdaysdaa noah the
ark was preparing

we learn from histhis hatthat jesus hasboa set the ex-
ample that he came forth while in the flesh to
minister unto those in the flesh and while his
body slept in the tomb and his spirit was separ-
ate from the same he still felt himself authorized
as88 anall apostle and high priest to go to thome
prprisonson bouseshouses and open the prison ddoorsoos and set
the captives freefrem ilehe found those old
vida spirits thathat existed onoil the earth tome two
thousand years before that lime he preached to
them and as peterpter says in the next chapter hebe
preached the gospel to them for for thishis cause
was the gospel preached to them that are dedde id
that they might be judged according to men in
the flesh and live according to god in the spirit
they could not be judged by the same law un-
lessies it was preached to them the sametame gospel
must be sounded inili their ears that was sounded
in the ears of the livirgliving if they reject it in
their prison bouses they will be punished by the
same law you arldand I1 will be punished by itif we
reject it in the flesh

one of the powers of thehe priesthood is bathatthat
whatsoever you shall loose on the earth shallshail be
loosed inili the heavensheaveris now if a spirit doeskindoes binsin-
cerely receive a messenger in that prison if he
believes his testimony and hearkens to all things
that are said if helie believes that esus christ has
tasted death for every man for thosehoe who die in
ignorance BSas well as for those who hearbear the gos-
pel in the flesh hebe will be informed that iuin yon-
der world or in the world he came from there
is authorityut horitY givenriven for menwen and women to be bap
lidd for suchstich

those messengers sent to preach in prison
will most likely interrogate the prisoners in lan-
guage something like thishis will youyon receive our
testimony do you believe that jesus christ
has tasted death for every manaman do you believe
that through your repentance and faithfalth and
through the ordinance of iliin your behalf
by those that are living in yonder world you
may have a remission of your sins if they
believe it and actually do repent the ordinance
of baptism administered here in their behalf
will benefit them there but says one this being
baptisedbaptizedbaktibedsed for another looks rather inconsistent to

mmoeroe
r

e why doedoess it suppose a man isis placed1711
1
ced ifil

a situasituationtion that he could i ofol be for him-
self must hisho sins be retained untotullo him mutmust
he remain in prison throughout all ages of eter-
nity because he has lost ililiibishis body and has riotnot
the privilege of being baptisedbaptizedsedd does that look

with iliehie justice of god then
why not person itii his
howflow could yonyou hiveh ave for yourselves if
it had not been for the agency of another being
that acted for you and in your behalf youayou must
have perished eternally you badbed forfeited
every rightfight aridand title to the blessings of the king-
dom of god all matikmarmai ikirdiidlid were shut out flonk
the presence of god and became dead as to0 o

1

things pertaluir g to r the sentence
of the first death waswaa placed upon fatherfattier adamadain
alid bishis children which was irrevocablerevocableii if therethera
had beanbeau no atonementaboin ment

we would have had to laymy down these bodiesvodies
never to rise from the tomb ifit there hadbad beenbecu
notio our spirits would have beenbeell for

i
ever subject tuto thathat being that tempted our first

i parentsparent and we could notriot have helped oursourourselveselveeelves
hencelience the son of god came forth andaud made anall1

atonement not for himbimhimselfselfseif but for andarid illin behalf
andaud in the name of IlishiiliiIs youngeryo brethren that
they th roligh bigbis boodblood andwid through certain
conditions of thetile gospel might receive forgive
nebs of their simsiwin one ol01 these conditions is
baptism but spiritspirits are placed in a condition

j whereie they cannot receive MItuli ordinance andaud
now why not somebody have authority to go
andarid administer for them and inili their behalf
not only jesusjecus habhas acted in behalbehalf of thebe chil-
dren of men but it perpertainstaits to tiletiie same priest-
hood and apostleship wherever it is placed to
act for aldard in behalf of the chilchiichildrendrell otof nienmen
hence parilpaul bayssays we beseech you not in our
own but inili christs stead babe ye recon-
ciled to god they came forth to officiate for
the children of men that could lotlotrot help them
belset es without authorisedauthorized es

juit so the dead could not help themselves
without messengersinesse rigers being sentserit to them in their

I1 pilsonprison bouseshouses and without persons in the flesh
I1 being authorized lo10 receive gospel ordinances
I1 for them and in their behalf how are we to
know the individuals for whom we should be
baptizedbaptisedsed we know nothing about our ances-
tors very far back we cancati perhapsper hap poro back
to our grandfathers and somecome of you may pos-
sibly trace your genealogies back seven or eight
generations and get thetile namenaine of your ancancestorestorfestori
buibut whenbeilbell you get these there is a still longer
chain with many links lo10 it before you get
back where the chain haihaq been mended up by
ancient administrators how can we be baptisedbaptizedsed
forcr persons whose very names are lost do you
suppose that the prophet elijah would be sent
from heaven with thisthid great and important inis
sionelon to turn the heart of the futfatlatnersinersfrers to the chil-
dren and thetile hearts of the children to the fathers
and then leave them in entire ilignorance with re-
gard to their genealogies 4

if elijah the prophet is to be sent before the
great and dreadful day of the lord to turn tilethe
hearts of the children to the fathersfather you may be
assassuredtired that we shall learn something about thotile
genealogy of those fathers 1

we shall learn by the spirit of revelation whom
to be baptisedbaptizedsed for and whom to officiate for inill
in the holy ordinances of the gospogospel herein isi
the necenecessitysitygity of revelation take away cevelarevels
tion from fillthisthib grintgriatgrfgrirentat despendispensationatlon of the fullnessfull nessnesa
of times andundind I1 would not give you much for the
mission of elijah or for the dispensation itself
take away that great principle that always char-
acterized all other dispensations and you throw
us into uncertainty on tens of thousandsards of im-
portant subjects

but when a communication is between
manmail and his maker and angels are sent down to
restore their keys and their powers light bhinesshinn
at once upon our path way it may be asked
where are these ordinances to be attended to
can wee run over the world and rick up saints
here ard there and baptise them for their dead
no the house of god is a house of order the
kingdom of god is a kingdom of order and everyevely
thing mustroust be conducted with order and willwith
power aridand authority eoso that when it is sealed enon
earth it is sealedseated in theibe heavens that the records
on earth and in heaven may agree that the priest-
hood on earth and inirl heaven may agree that
they maybemay be one

these things cannot be attended to in all places
on the earth there are certain appointed places
for the ministrationionlon of these holy ordinanceordinances

must be built by thehe commandmentccmmand ment of
tilethe almighty unto his holy name that shall be
sanctified and made holy from the foundation
stone unto the top thereof consecrated to the
living god for thetiie adani of holy ordi-
nances not only for the benefit of the living but
for the benefit of the fathers who are dead but
in what apartments in the tempietemple shall the bap-
tism for the dead be administeradministeredccec it will be in
the proper place in lh lowest story or depart-
ment of the house of god whywh becanebecanBfcanee it
muntmust be in a place underneath where the living
assemble in representation of the deadbead that are
laid low in the grave there a baptismal font atimutt
be erected by tilethe commandment of tilethe most
high and after the pattern hebe shall give by reve-
lation unto his servants and in such a font this
sacred andind holy ordinance must babe acministeredadministered
by the serierservantsvanistanis of god

weave willill mentionhealion another thing inreInte gattigattl to the
authority that receives these communications
every man wil not be hishh own revelator in these
mattersma tiers for there would be ten thousand cevela
tors and perhaps no more than five hundred of
them would be true

in the manifestation of spiritual gifts which
god has given to his servants in all agesagea of the
world he has had those appointed with authority
and power to discern wwhichb icilfell were from god and
which were not in the days of moses there
were many prophets the spirit of prophecy rested
upon seventy elders of israel on a certain cecareca
sion and when joshua saw sometome of them iuiia


