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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

Michigan Conference,

The first conference of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints held
in Michlgan for upwards of siXteen
wears, convened at Saginaw May 21, 22
and 23, 1898. Five public meetings
were heid durlng the conference, and a
Priegthood meeting. President Louis
A. Kelsch and Secrctary Jos. E. Cardon
of the Northern BStates misslon met
with us.

At the first meeting Eider J. P. SBor-
.ensen spoke on the misslon of Christ;
atating that ft was of a two-fold na-
ture; first, it brought about the resur-
rection; second, made {t possible for
mankind to gain eternal life through
gtrict obedlence to Christ’s laws and
.ordinances. Elder W.G. Miller touched
briefly upon faith and repentance; also
said the people of Baginaw had heard
our people misrepresented by Saginaw
mrinisters; and asked the people to at-
tend our several meetings and hear the
.other side from those who wre repre.:
aentitives of the Mormon people.

Three meetings were held Sunday.
fiider Alhert Good rich occupied the
time in the forenoon treating the sub-.
ject of repentance. Elder Ellas Nielsen
apoke in the afterncon upon divine
authority, showing the necessity of
men being called of God before officiat-
ing in His most holy ordinances. Dur-
ing the evening meeting Elder Alvin
Allen ghowed how the Church of Christ
exlsted anclently; proved from the
Seriptures that an apostasy from this
rellgion should come, and from

ure
ghe condition of the religious worla
that It had come; bore testimony of

the Gosapel belng Iin the earth again.

At our last meeting Elder Jos. E.
Cardon showed the necessity of man
kind complying strictly with the lawsa
of God. Blder Louls Kilsch touched
upon general principles of the Gosapel,
pointed out the condition of the re-
ligious world and told why it was
neceszary for the Lord to raise Up a
prophet In these the last days

Priesthood meeting was held at 9%
a.m. May 23. After partaking of the
emblems of the Lord’s Supper. each of
the ten Elders reported their pasi
labors. Many friends had been raised
up to the Elders and some were sin-
cerely investigating the Gospel. Threa
persons had heen baptized and one
more, a lady, had the Elders to admin-
i{ster that ordinance to her at close oI
cdonference.
ing in new flelds, hence couid not at
present see the results of their efforts,
President Kelsch gave many timely
{nstructions to Elders and encouraged
them in thelr work.

Elder J. P. Scorensen, who had filled
an honorable mission, was released to
return home.

Appointments are as follows:

U. ¢, Miller, Manistee, Manistee Co.,
Mich.

Alvin Allen E. A, Neeley,Traverse,
Grand Traverse Co,, Mich.

Albert Goodrich, I B. ‘Whitney,
Frankfort, Benzie Co.. Mich.

P J. Petersen, Rufus Reese, New-
aygo, Newaygo Co., Mich.

Elias Nielzen, J. R, Stwart, Harrison,

Clare Co., Mlich,
U. G. MILLER,
President of Conference.
ALVIN ALLEN, Clerk.

In Wisconrin,.

Green Bay, Wisconsin,
May 9, 1888,
1 thought perhaps the people of Zion
would like to know how two hurnble
Mormon Elders are getting along in
this part of the Lord’s vipeyard. 1 left
my home in Logan City a little over
a year ago to take & mission to the

Northern 8tates, I was asslgned te la-
bor in the state of Wisconsin, in the
city of Waukesha. My companlon and
I tracted the city and found a num-
ber of friends, while others rejected
the doctrines of Christ. From there
we opened up the city of Racine, where
we made our winter guarters. There
we found a number of frlends.

This spring we held our conference in
Fon du Lac county, in the little vll-
lage of Qakfield, There we all enfoyed
a spirtual feast, and partook of the
blessings of God. It is a happy time
when all the Eldera of the state meet
together and relate thelr experiences to
each other.

After the conference the Elders were
assigned to thelr flelds of labors. I
was assigned to labor in the city of
Fond du Lac. A few days later one of
the Elders was called home on account
of sickness in his famlly, Then I was
assigned to take his place In the city of
Green Bay. Elder G, D. Balls is my
companion. He left his home in Hyde
Park, Cache county, three months ago.

The people of Green Bay think it Is
strange to see Mormona in this county.
They thought they were all killed off.
We have not held any meetings In thls
city yet, but we expect to hold some
open alr services.

We are enjoylng good health. The
“News™ Is a welcome visitor, and we
look forward to every Tuesday morning,
when we recelve the news of Utah.

. L. T. JONES.
G. D. BALLS,

Letter from Nazareth.

Nazereth, Palestine, May 29, 1898,

The day hefore vyesterday we left
Halfa for a run toward Tiberias and
the Sea of Galilee. The road from Haifa
leads up the Kishon east with Mount
Carmel on the right and the plains of
Kishon and AKKa on the left. This val-
ley is very fertile if handled properly,
but in its present condition it !s near-
ly useless. When the rainy season sets
in it Is lpoded and the grain is drowned
out, a8 the land is quite level. Now this
can largely be remedied especially
higher up where the brook s more
steep and the ravine deep, hence the
dralnage 13 measturably easy, The soll
which is of a reddish loam is very rich

All Elders had been labor- |

all over and as a rule very productive,
iWhat it needs |s proper farming and
| attentlon. At present it produces fe-
ver,

statcd that all grain nroducts were

very profitable as the export was good
and prices for home consumption above

ple put In of the best qualities.

to farm as In
brought In varieties not profitable,

Germany and had
He

but where people remained mnarrow-
|m[nded and partial to old country ways
and ideas, they could not do well, In a
werd, with carefulness, sald he, the
country 18 well adapted for a livelthood
and certainly needs progressive mea-
sures. As for the Beduins or Arabs
on the west of Jordan, they were now
conpletely subjugated by the govern-
ment and would natuarally yield to pro-
gress, At present they are guite neces-
sary to the country, they are accli-
mated and can do the work better than
one who iz not aclimated, therefore
they should be employed as much as
possible, This man i8 a business man
of twenty-elght years experfence in
Palestine. This meets the idea of the

A practical Germran with whom ! through
the writer conversed upon the subject;

said, If the eye wag open to the demand: danger was suspected.
of the market, growing the right kinds! the three Yamkees.
and putting them up saleable, then it|boatman yelled at the top of his voice
would pay alright and people did well, { not to go and succeeded In stopping the

writer who has now spent a good deal
of time in Turkey and Palestlne. The
country contains a hidden treasure of
wealth. Not in mineral but Iin agri-
culture and fruit growing. It is pro-
vided with a fine climate.making it very
fertile, The early and the latter rains
have been retalned according to bleas-
Ings pronounced by the servants of the
l.ord in this generation, even so much
so that in many places the water Is su-
perflous. This Is not upon the hills or
mountalns but in the low lands. The
hills tare made just as productive by
terracing them off and planting olives,
figs, pommegranates, almonds and
grapes. We are told that the finest
varleties of peaches and apricots can be
grown here. Now to accomplish theae
things it takes care and experience. It
cannot be done at once, but the various
moves here prove that it is within the
possibllities, and that they can live and
do fairly well. At least as well a8 any-
one can stand it and serve the Lord.
Great riches and easlly accumulated
wealth is not the best things In the
world to make good 8aints. Labor,
seasoned with such bleseings and trials
as the Lord sees fit to bestow upon His
people, usually produce all the worldly
wealth necessary to the upbullding of
His kingdom and for the perfection of
His Saints. More than this  Is not
needed.

Yesterday we left for Tiberian. While
there we sailed- on the sea along the
west coast down to the mouth of the
Jordan or rather to the outlet of the
sem. where the river leaves and proceeds
on its winding course down the Jordan
valley to the Dead Sea. The coast s
quite steep on elther slde and but for
a small narrow strip of land along the
bank of the sea, the 8sea and the
mountains would join. On its shore
grow oleander, which is now in bloom;
also other flowers belng out and the
mountaln side being green with grass,
make altogether a pleasant aight. The
sea wag qulet and the weather warm
and pleassnt. Here we were salline on
the same water the Savior and Hlis
Apostles had so ofter sailed on and
where the Savior walked on the water.
Where the miraculous draught of fishes
was made and where the Savior often
taught. The thought was Iimpressive
and furnished much Instructive con-
versation,

At this juncture of the Jordan and
the Sea of Galilee our boat haited on
the east bank, and soon we (Brother
Lund excepted) were fixed for a
awim In the sea, The water was de-
lightful. Soon one suggested a awim
the outlet down the river,
The Invitation was accepted and one
of our party with confidence In his
ability to swim through all right start-
ed down smiling, the other two being

European markets. Also fruits would |ahead. Now the water leaves the lake
find a splendid market If only the peo-|at a fall of about three or four feet to
But helthe hundred yards, so the current was
said that theGerman colonists had suf-] quite strong and at one place it Howed
fered so much because they had tried,

quite swiftly. The river la open, and
as it was seen that everything was

clear for a long way down the rlver, no
S0 down went

But an old Arab

two who crawled out and began yelling
also. By that time the third was golng
down the swiftest place smiling at the
sport, saying in Turkish, "Never mind,
its all right” all the time pushing
ahead, The old man by this time was
nearly wild. He dld not understand
that it was intentional. He belleved
the stream had carried our man off,
Now, however, a serlous moment ar-
rived, our man swam down all right.
but when the swift polnt was passed
and he desired to land he saw a large
whirl pool off to the left. He missed
the point of the landlng and quickly
surveylng the situation he determined
on @.move for the other side. By this
time the calling was terrible and for a

[T



