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FROM THE missionary FIELDS
michigan conference

the first conference of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints held
in michigan for upwards of sixteen
years convened at saginaw may 21 22
and 23 1898 five public meetings
were held during the conference and a
priesthood meeting president louis
A kelsch and secretary jos E cardon
of the northern states mission met
with us

at the first meeting elder J P sor-
ensen spoke on the mission of christ
stating that it was of a twofoldtwo foldtold na-
ture first it brought about the resur-
rectionfou second made it possibleossible for
mankind to gain etereternalriAl life through
strict to christs lawi and
ordinances elder WG miller touched
briefly upon faith and repentance also
said the people of saginaw had heard
our people misrepresented by saginawaw
ministers and asked the people to at-
tend our severalseve fral meetings and hear the
other side from those who wre depre
gentit ives of the mormon people

three meetings were held sunday
elder albert good rich occupied the
time in the forenoon treating the sub-
ject of reVenrepentancetance elder ellaselias nielsen
spoke in the afternoon upon divine
authauthorityarity showing the necessity of
laen being called of god before officiat-
ing in his most holy ordinances dur-
ing the evening meeting elder alvin
allenalien showed how the church of chchristrist
existed anciently proved from the
scriptures that an apostasy from this
pure religion should come and from
the condition of the religious worldwork
that it had come bore testimony of
the gospel being in the earth a grainaln

at ouraur last meeting elder joe BD
cardon showed the necessity of man

complying strictly with the laws
of god elder louis kilsch touched
upon general principles of the gospelgospe1

pointed out the condition of the re-
ligious world and told why it wabwaa
necessary for the lord to raise uplip a
prophet in these the last days

priesthood meeting was held at 9

am waymay 23 after partaking of the
emblemsemblernS of the lords supper each of
the ten elders reported their past
labors many friends had been raised
up to the elders and some were sin-
cerely47 investigatingin ting the gospel three
persons had been baptized and one
moreore a lady had the elders to admin-
ister that ordinance to her at close orof

i conferencedon renceference all elders had been labor-
ingag in new alelfieldsds hence could not at
present see the results of their efforts
president kelschkeisch gave many timely
instructions to elders and encouragedgrem
them in their work

elderEider J P Sdrensen who had filled
toan honorable mission waswaa released to
return home
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div I1 thoughtt perhaps the people of zion

bowduld like to know how two humble
mormon elders ajare getting alonalong in

1 this part of he lord vineyardi I1 left
N 4

4 aims mortficheoe inP bogngAAMcityty a little over
1 1 A yearstir ago to take a minion to the

northern states I1 was assigned to la-
bor in the state of wisconsin in the
city of waukesha my companion and
I1 tracked the city and found a num-
ber of friends while others rejected
the doctrines of christ from there
we opened up the city of racine where
we made our winter quarters there
we found a number of friends

this spring we held our conference inponfon du lac county in the little vil-
lage16 ge of oakfield there we all enjoyed
a spirspiritual feast and partook of the
blessings of god it toIs a happy time
when all the elders of the state meet
together and relate their experiences to
each other

after the conference the elders were
assigned to their fields of labors I1
wasas assigned to labor in the city of
fond du lac A few days later one of
the elders waswaa called home on countaccount
of sickness in his family then I1 was
assigned to take his placepace in the city ofgreen bay elder G D balls is my
companion he left his home in hyde
park cache county three months ago

the people of green bay think it is
strange to see mormonscormons in this county
they thought they were all killed off
we have not held any meetingsmeeting in this
city yet but we expect to hold some
open air services

we are enjoying good health thenews Is a welcome visitor and we
look forward to every tuesday morning
when we receive the news of utah

L T JONES
G D BALLS

letter from nazareth
nazereth palestine may 29 1898

the day before yesterday we left
haifa for a run toward Tibbiberiaserias and
the sea of galilee the road from haifa
leads up the kishon east with mount
carmel on the right and the plains of
kishon and akka on the left this val-
ley is very fertile if handled properly
but in its present condition it is near-
ly useless when the rainy season sets
in it is flooded and the grain is drowneddrow nied
out as the land is quite level now this
can largely be remedied especially
higher up where the brook is more
steep and the ravine deep hence the
drainage is measurably easy the soil
which is of a reddish loam is very rich
all over and as a rule very productive
what it needs is proper farming and
attention at present it produces fe-
ver A practical german with whom
the writer conversed upon the subject
stated that allajl grain Tproducts were
very profitable as the export was good
and prices for home consumption above
european markets also fruits would
find a splendid market if only the peo-
ple put in of the bestbeat qualities but he
said that th eGerman colonists had suf-
fered so much because they had tried
to farm as in germany and had
brought in varieties not profitable he
said if the eye was open to the demand
ofat the market growing the right kinds I1

and uttingputting them up saleable then it
aouwould1

N pay alright and people did well
but where people remained

and partial to old country ways
and ideas thethey could not do well in a
word with carefulness said be the
country toIs well adapted forfoi a livelihood
and certainly needs mea-
sures As for the beduino or arabs
on ththeewestwest of jordan they were now
completely subjugated by the govern-
ment atwouldagand would naturally yiem tto pro-
gress at jrepresentsent they ageare quite neces-
saryaary to the countzcountry ttheye9 arp accli-
matedmated asidand can so tthe work better aftan
oilier who tois not
they should be employedempl asa rhew aal
possible thle mattinart Is fta man
dfvioaty1 WA fewrig tn
palestineegtake bftts vbeete thilthe kleal of twe

writer who hasas now spent a good deal
of time in turkey and palestine thecountry contains a hidden treasure of
wealth not in mineral but in agri-
culture and fruit growing it Isin pro-
vided with afinea fine climate making it very
fertile the early and the latter rains
have been retained acoaccording to bless-
ings propronouncedbounced bybl the servants of the
lord in this generationereneration even so much
so that in many places the water Is su
perilousperflous this is not upon the hills or
mountains but in the low lands theatle
hills tare made just as productive pvby
terracing them off and plinplantingtinly olives
figs almonds andW
grapes we arlare told that the finestntvarieties of peaches and apricots can bebe
grown here now to accomplish these
things it takes care and experience Ttt
cannot be done at once bubut thehe various
moves here prove thattha itft toIs within thetepossibilities and that abekthey can live and
do fairly well at least aswalaa well as any-
one can stand it and serveserve thee lord
great riches and easily acauaccumulated
wealth is not the bestbeat things inA the
world to make good saints lelaborbor
seasoned with such blessingsbleswings and ortrialsIMas the lord seessee fit to bestow upon hisI1 a
people usually produce all the worldly
wealth necessary to the buildingup otof
his kingdom and for the perfection of
his saints more than thishis is not
needed

yesterday we left for Tibbiberiaserias while
there we sailed on the sea along the
west coast down to the mouth of the
jordan or rather to the outlet of the
sea where the river leaves and proceeds
on its winding course down the jordan
valley to the dead sea the COMA lyiw
quite steep on either side and but torfor
a small narrow strip of land along the
bank of the sea the sea and the
mountains would join on its shore
grow oleander which is now in
also other flowers being out and the
mountain side being green with grass
make altogether a pleasant sight the
sea was quiet and the weather warm
and pleasant here we were gallim on
the same water the savior and his
apostles had so otter sailed on and
where the savior walked on the water
where the miraculous draught of fishes
was made and where the savior often
taught the thought was impressive
aandnd furnished much instructive con-
versation

at this juncture of the jordan and
the sea of galilee ouiour boat halted on
the east bank and soon we brother
lund excepted were fixed torfor a
swimsalin in the sea the water was de-
lightful soon one suggested a swim
through the outlet down the river
the invitation was accepted and one
of our party with confidence thin ht
ability to swim through all right start-
ed down smiling the other two being
ahead now the water leaves the lake
at a fall of about throethree or tourfour feet to0o
the hundred yards soeo the current WASwa
quite strong and at one place it flowed
quite swiftly the river Is open andd
as it was seen that everything was
dearclear for a long way ddownow n the rriverver itno0
danger was suspected so down went
the three Yamyankeeskoes but an old arala
boatman yelled asit the top of his voice
not to go and suesucceededdeeded in stopping tatt
two who crawled out and began yelling
also by that time the third was anggoing
down the swiftest place smiling aat ute
sport saying in turkish never
its all right all the time pushing
ahead the old man by time war
nearly wild he did not
that it was intentional he believed
the stream had carried our niad offbc
now however a serious moment srrr
rived our man swathabam down all
but when the swift point wwaa parsedad
gludand he desired to land he saw a targe
whirlharl pool off to the left he
the ioletboint of the wadinglanding and Qaidyqiat dy
surveying thiethe 8situationtu he 40
duda A move for the other side O ithiertin
tithetime the calling was terrible saidand for a0


