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I1 feel grateful this morning for
tams privilege that we all enjoy of meet

afar togetherther on the sabbath day where
ape may call in the wanderings of our

and conconcentratecen them for a
e beason upon our spiritual duties
att the very nature of the response
acles that rest upon us a large por-
t ofat our time is ddevoted to providing
ouroourselveselves the temporal things of

and it Is only on occasions like
that we are enabled to throw off
certain extent our worldly cares
daiy tollstoils and labors and place

upon some things that
F r and more important to us
w the temporal affairs of life are
a aware that it tois a difficult matter

teake people sense the fact that
re la something more beneficial and

reaterter linimportance to us than
ad and butter there areaare a great

by people in the world who esteem
aee and the temporal things of life
greaterier importance than anything

when such a thought arises ina
ednd 3I1 hasten to call the fact to
pm rancebrance that long as we may

fc this world our lives are but
g in looking back over my own

which has been only very
rifincelee
in comparison to some mens I1

howbow very many of the ac
to aces of my youth and of the
I1 who0 officiated in responsible

then have passed away and how
lewv of them remain today byy

greatest number of my early
VW are now beyond this

fe of tears in another sphere of ac
and this has not been

dineded to those that were
nor to those thaterousKp

less favored in temporal things
re
hotlot has befallen the great and the
ill the learned and the unlearned
leaders and those who were led

with which I1 used to be so
i aapfaces
tillarrbavenave passed beyond the veil
now itI seepee growing up around me

young mmenen andgenerationsjg

Ss women who in a few years will
bewsyews the positions that are now held

leaders of the people while we
ther turn will have passed to the

aber sphere this proves to me that
world are of comte affairsirs of this

ely small importanceimport anc e in con-

ation of the great things that are
ioime to us tnin the future our lives

er but a few years when a
tracts beyondond 60 years of age he
djs to0 feel the weight of age resting
itt himM and both hisbis body and his

weighed down by
ifal and labors of his life he

es to look over on the other
F to eftconsidersider that his days are

d that his turn will gomecome
effit it seems to me that if

ng which ought to bring

to our minds the great importance of
preparing ourselves for that state
which all nature and all the evidences
of the divine power go to prove is im-
mortal and eternal it is the fact that
our lives are so brief here and that
whatever extent of power we may pos-
sess here it is only for a very brief
space it is not ours by right but it
is loaned to us for the time being
whatever influence or power we may
have in this world gold or silver
houses or lands or whatever else we
may set our affections upon they are
ours only for a few moments this
proves to me and it ought to prove to
every intelligent man that the earth
and the fullness thereof belong to
god and not to us no matter what
we may gather together of this worlds

I1 goods we can only use it torfor a little
while by and by we will be called
away from iland it will be left to our
successors or it will perish and
fade away then I1 say while it is
a good thing to have comfortable
homes and while it tois encouraging
and calculated to fill our hearts with
joy and gratitude to be surrounded
by that which is needful in this world
and while god designs that we should
enjoy all these blessings to the ffullull
extent of our necessities yet there Is
something that is of more importance
to us than these temporal things and
what is it it is a knowledge ofdf the
principles which pertain to immortal
life a knowledge of the principles
which pertain to the governgovernmentmeni of
god among the children of men a
knowledge of those principles which
are calculated to make pure men and
women of us to exalt us in the scale
of intelligence to make us pure and
nobleminded and to influence us to
feel for others as well as for our-
selves

god has taken the pains in this dis-
pensationpensa tion to reveal to us the falness
of the gospel which deals with ththesese
things which teaches to men this
principle of self sacrifice for the good
of others and which teaches us that
wwele are doing ourselves good when we
are doing good to other men As presi-
dent cannon said this feeling isia al-
most extinct in the world nowadays
you find almost every man struggling
for himself and for his immediate as-
sociatessociates if a man happens to have a
family his whole thought is for him-
self and for his family and he carescars
not how he may get wealth so he gets
it tao many in the world are so
bound up in themselves and sono 4il-
liberal

1

in their souls that they are not
even willing to struggle for any but
themselves you find thousands of
men today who to gratify their own
lust would ruin hundreds if it were in
their power while they would not turn
their hand over to build up to save to
bless and to comfort anybody
but themselves there are many
who live upon that principle they
live apparently for that which they
can obtain and use upon thetheirir own
lusts and torfor the gratification of their
ovenown desires in this world and they do
not care for anything beyond it what

will be the condition of such men when
they stand before the judge of the
quick and the dead to give an acaccountCaunt
of the deeds done in the flesh will itrotpot be said take from him that which
he to have and give it to him
that hath for unto every one that
hath shall be given and he shall have
abundance but from him that hath
not shall be taken away even that
which he hath the duty of mankind
as I1 understand it under the holy gos-
pel which we have received is to pro-
tect the innocence the virtue the hon-or and the rights of all men and wo-
men as jealously as we would protect
our own that is the great principle
that is taught us in this gospel offreedom and liberty that we have re-
ceived from the lord in our day andgeneration and when you talk about
the priesthood and the servants of the
lord trying to take advantage of thepeople trying to fasten upon their
limbs and minds chains and to bring
them into bondage I1 ask you what
have they been doing all the timethat they have been laboring for the
cause of zion have they not been
trying to make men free have they
not been trying to teach men the prin-
ciples of righteousness and truth
have they not been trying to makemen pure and godlike Ilavehave they not
been continually seeking the welfareof the people the building up of zion
and the establishment of the kingdom
of god in the earth what did joseph
smith do all the time he lived aftergod revealed himself to him and he
became an instrument in his hands of
bringing forth the book of mormon
and the revelations contained in the
doctrine and covenants did liehe seek
to trample upon he rights of the peo
people or to curtail them in their privi-
leges did hebe seek to fasten chains of
superstition endand bondage upon themno he sought to strike off from their
minds all the shackles of traditionand superstition and to instill intothem pure principles of knowledge
truth and understandunderstandingng which came
from god he taught the people cor-
rect principle that they might be ableto govern themselves he gave as a86

reason why he could control soso many
people so effectively that he taught
them correct principles and they
therefore were easily governed when
you teach the people true principles
and they obey them they need no gov-
ernors or rulers because they are
united they see eye to eye and they
seek each others good when thespirit of god is with a people they do
not need rulers and they will not have
rulers there are no rulers in zion
there are teacherseachersjt exemplars coun-
selors and advisers but there are no
rulers there is nothing so dangerous
that I1 can conceive of as a manmah at-
tempting to become a ruler in the
midst of the latter day saints whena man undertakes to rule he is on
dangerous ground and unless he refe

that ambition he will assured-
ly fall the lordloid has riotnot called noas to
be rulers in the midst of the people
he has called us to be teachers to be
exemplars to exhort to admonish re


