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1 fteel grateful this mornlng for
the privilege that we all enjoy of meet-
ing together on the Sabbath day, where
we may call in the wanderings of our
thoughts and concentrate them for a
little season upon our spiritual dutles.
From the very nature of the reaponst-
bilities that rest upon us, a large por-
tion of our time is devoted to providing
for ourselves the temporal things of

life; and it is only on occasions like
this that we are enabled to throw off,
to a certaln extent, our worldly cares,

our dally tolls and labors, and place
our thoughts upon some things that
are higher and more important to us
than the temporal affairs of life are.
1 am aware that it is a difficult matter
to make people gense the fact that
there Is something more beneficial and
of greater importance to us than
“pread and butter.” There area great
many people in the world who estieem
riches and the temporal things of life
of greater importance than anything
else. When such a thought arises in
fns' mind, 1 hasten to call the fact to
rememhrance that, long as we may
live in this world, our llves are but

short. In looking back over my OWn
experience, which has heen only \-enI'

brief in comparison to some men’'s,
can see how very many of the ac-
guaintances of my youth and of the

men who officiated in responsible posi-
and how

hen, have parsed away,
t‘!g:; E’ew of them remain today. By
far the greatest number of my early
agguaintances are now beyond this
vale of tears, in another sphere of ac-
tion. And this has ~not been
confined to those that were
prosperous. nor to those that

as favored in temporal things;
:gi;e]c:f has befallen the great and the
small, the jearned and the unlearned,
the leaders and those who were led.
The faces with which T used to be so
familiar have passed beyond the veil,
and now I see growing up around me
other generations—-young men and
young women who in a few years wil|
oceupy the positions that are now held
by the leaders of the people, while we
in our turn will have passed to the
other sphere. This proves to me that
the afrfairs of this worid are of com-
paratively small importance in con-
alderation of the great things that are
to come to ug in the future. Our lives
here cover but a few years. When a
man gets beyond 60 years of age he
begins to feel the weight of age resting
upon him, and both his body and his
mind are weighed down by the respon-
sibllities and lahors of hia 1lfe. He
commences to look over on the other
gide and to consider that hia days are
shortening.and that his turn will come
*ONN. New, it seems to me that If
there ig anything which ought to bring

to our minds the great importance of
preparing ourselves for that state
whieh all nature and zll the evidences
of the divine power go to prove is im-
mortal and eternal, It i{s the fact that
our lives are 80 brief here, and that
whatever extent of power we¢ may pos-
sess here it is only for a very brief
space: it i not ours by right, but it
fa loaned to us for the time being.
Whatever influence or power we may
have in thiz world—geld, or sllver,
houses or lands, or whatever else we
may set our affections upon—they are
ourg only for a few moments. This
proves to me, and it ought to prove to
every intelligent man, that the earth
and the fuliness thereof belong to
God. and not to us. No matter what
we may gather together of thls world’s
goods, we can only use it for a little
while. By and by we will be called
away from it.and it will be left to our
successors, or it will perish and
fade away. Then, 1 say, while it s
a good thing to have comfortable
homes, and while It 18 encouraging
and caleculated to flll our hearts with
joy and gratitude to be surrounded
by that which i8 needful in this world,
and while God designs that we should
e¢njoy all these blessings to the full
extent of our necessitles, yet theve is
something that {8 of more importance
to us than these temporal thingsa And
what is it? It I8 a knowledge of the
principtes which pertain to immortal
life, a knowledge of the principies
which pertaln to the government nf
God among the chlldren of men, &
knowledge of those principles which
are enlculated to make pure men and
women of us, to exalt us In the scule
of intelligence, to make us pure and
nobleminded, and to Influence us te
fee] for others as well as for
gelves.

God has taken the pains in this dis-
pensation to reveal to us the (fulnesa
of the Gospel, which deals with these
things. which teaches to men this
principle of seif-sacrifiee for the pood
of others, and which teaches us that
we are doing ourselves good when we
are doing good to other men. As Presi-
dent Cannon said, this feeling is al-
most extinet in the world. Nowadaya
vou find almost every man atruggling
tor himself and for his Immediate us-
soclates. If a man happens to have a
tamily. his whole thought is for him-
gelf and for his family; and he cares
pot how he may get wealth, so he guta
it. Too many in the world are =0
pound up In themselves and =0 il-
liberal in their souls that they are not
even willing te struggle for any but
themselves. You find thousands of
men today who, to gratify thelr own
lust, would ruln hundreds If it were in
their power, while they would not turn
thelr hand over to bulid up, to save, %0

our-

bless and to comfort anybady
but themselves. There are many
who live upon that principle. They
Hve apparently for that which they

ean obtain and uwse upon their own
lurts and for the gratification of their
own desirea In this world, and they de
not care for anything beyond it. What

v

will be the aondition of such men When
they stand before the Judge of the
quick and the dead, to give an account
of the deeds done in the flesh? Will ir
rot be said “Take from him that which
he seemeth to have, and give it to him
that hath?'' '‘For unto every one that
hath shall be given, and he shall have
ahundance: but from him that hath
not shall he taken away even that
which he hath.” The duty of mankind,
58 I understand it, under the holy Gos-
pel which we have received, 15 to pro-
tect the innocence, the virtue, the hon-
or and the rights of all men and wo-
men Aas jealously as we would protect
our own. That is the great principle
that is taught us In this Gospel of
freedom and liberty that we have re-
¢elved from the Lord in our day and
generation. And when you talk about
the Prierthood and the servants of the
Lord trving to take advantage of the
reople, trying to fasten upon thelr
Iimbs and ininds chains, and to bring
them into bondage, 1 ask wyou what
have they been dolng all the time
that they have been laboring for the
cruse of Zion? Have they not been
irylng to make men free? Have they
not been trying to teach men the prin-
ciples of righteousness and truth?
Have they mnot been trying to make
men pure and Godlike? Have they not
Leen continually seeking the welfare
of the people, the building up of Zlon
and the estzblishment of the kingdom
et Gnd in the earth? What did Joseph
Smith do ail the time he Ilved after
God revealed Himself to him and he
becan]e an Instrument in His hands of
bringing forth the Book of Mormon
and the revelations contalned In the
Dactrine and Covenants? Did he seek
to trample upon she rights of the peo-
people or to curtail them fn thelr privi-
leges? Did he seek to fasten chains of
superstition and bondage upon them?
No. He sought to strike off from their

minds all the shackles of tradition
and superstition, and to instill into
them pure principles of knowledge,

truth and understandng which came
from God. He taught the people cor-
rect prineciple, that they might be able
to govern themselves. He gave as a
reason why he could control 80 many
people so effectively, that he taught
thenmt correct principles and they
therefore were easily governed. When
you teach the people true principles
and they obey them they need no gov-
ernors or rulers, because they are
united, they see eyve to eye, and they
seek each other's good, When the
8pirit of God Is with a people they do
not need rulers, aAnd they will not have
rulers. There are no rulers in Zion.
There are teachers, exempiara, coun-
selors and advisers, but there are no
ruters. There is nothing s0 dangerous
that T can econcelve of as a man at-
tempting to become a ruler in the
midst of the Latter-day S8alnts. When
a man undertakes to rule, he is on
dangerous ground, and unless he re-
pentsof that ambition he will assured-
1y fall. The Lord has not ecalled us to
be rulers in the midat of the people;
He has called us to be teachers, to be
exemplars, to exhort, to admoniah, re-



