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DELIYERED BY

ELDER ORSON PRATT,

IN THE

Fourteenth Ward Assembly Rooms,
on Sunday. Afiernoon, Decem-
ber 2nd, 1877.

nEPnB'—i‘n{D BY GEO. F. GIBBS,

I wiLL call the attention of the
congregation to a passage in the
prophecy of Joel, second chapter,;
‘commencing with the 28th verse.

¢“And it shall eome to pass afterward,
that [ will pout out my ¢pirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your danghters
shall prophecy, your ol1 men shall dream

dreams and your young men shall see |

visions:
“And also upon the servants and upon
the handmalds In those days will I pour

out my spirit.
“And [ will show wonders in the heav-

ens and In the earth,—blood, and fire,and
pillars of smoke.

“And the sun shall be turned Into dark-
ness and the moon inte blood before the
great and terrible day of the Leord come.”

| which book, having been translat-

setting up of the Jatter-day king-
dem, the Lord and hisangel, as
predicted in the 14th chapter of|
John’s Revelations, revealed
the original plates from which the |
Book of Mormon was translated,

ed by inspiration and the aid of the
Urim and Thommim, is found
to contain the fullness of
the gospel of the Son of God,
as revealed in ancient times
to the [sraelites of this western
hemisphere, the forefathers of our
[ndian race. They understood the
Gospel and also the law of Moses,
thelatter of which they had kept tor
nearly. 600 years before Christ.
After His erucifixion and resurree- |
tion from the dead, they were fa-
vored with His personal minpistry;
the Gospel was taught them in
great plainness, and twelve men
were cgnaan on this continent, and
commissioned  to go forth and
preach the fullness of the Gospel to |
all the inhabitanis of the land.
These Twelve men, like the A pos-
tles of the eastern hemisphere,
preached faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and baptism by immersion

These words were spoken by the
inspired man long before the first
coming of our S8avior; they refer to
the ‘uture condition of the world,a
state of things that has never

been known to have existed upon |

upon our eaith since the prophet
lived here. All flesh should be
under the influence of the spirit of
God, and not only all humau flesh,
but also the animal creation, and

land the laying on of hands for the

in water for the remission of sins,

receptien of the Holy Ghost; and
upon these who believed and obey-
ed, the BSpirit of the I.ord was
poured out to a very great extent.
Chey had visions, and dreams, and
revelations, and great manifesta-
tluns of the power of God, and the
people generally of both North and
South America were converted and
were taught and instructed in the

all things living. The effect of the
outpouring of this Holy Bpirit upon
mankind will be to cause the
young people to prophesy, making
revelators of them, and the older
ones to dream dreams, This pro-
.phecy was quoted by the Apostle
Peter on the day of Pentecost,when

things of God.  Yet this did not
include all flesh, and therefore did
not fulfil the Emphecy of Joel.
The Lord has brought to light
these auncient records, containing
the fulness of the Gospel, which he
has commanded to be preached and
published to every nation and in

uunder the influence of the same
spirit. It was not referred to, how-
ever, with the intention of declar-
ing its fulfilment at that time, but

Jews that it was the same spirit
which Joel spoke of. It will be
remembesred, that on the morning
of the day of Pentecost, about 120
diciples had received this spirit.
Oan that occasion, while assembled
in the Temple, it operated so pow-
erfully upon them, that the iilite-
rate and unlearned were enabled

to speak in different languages, and ‘ fulfilled, then the Lord will declare

that it manifested itself in the form
of cloven tongues, like fire in ap-
pearance, The people who wit-

every tongue upon the face of the
earth, that all of his uumerous
children may have the opportunity
to hear, and, through obedience to
its requirements, may receive the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, which
should reveal to them the mind
and will of God conceruing them,
and lead them in the path of truth.
This command strictly specifies
that this Gospel is to be preached
to all the world, but first to the
(Gentile nations, and when they are
fully warned, and their times are

the law and the testimony sealed,
0 far as preaching any more to
them is concerned; and he will

nessed these operations marvelled
and wondered exceedingly. But
some were ineclined to evil, and
accused these men of God of drun-
kenness. 1% was then that the
Apostle Peter, in order to correct
any false impression upsn the
minds of the congregation, arose,
and after denying the accusatlion of
these evil disposed persons, said,
““This is that which was spoken b

the prophet Joel,”” quoting the pro- | Ghost, aceording to the

phecy nearly word for word.

Some have supposed that the
prophecy was then fulfilled. It is
very evident to every one who will
reflect for a few moments, that
such was not the case; but that the
spiri which vested upon those one
hundred and twenty
gpirit that should, in the last days,
be poured out upon all flesh. It is
gtill farther evident that it was
not then fulfilled, as appears from
the followiag: ‘I wiil show wondere
in the beavens and in the earth,
blood, and fire and pillars of smoke,
The san shall be turned into dark-
ness, and the moon into bleod,”
etc., having reference to His second
coming, when these great events
shonld take place. It is generally |
believed, by the wvarious Christian
churches, that there are to be no
more revelations, or visions, or
dreams, given by the spirit of God,
and this belief has ben entertained
for generations, by millions of peo-
ple, terming themselves Christians,
But when this prophecy is really
fulfilled, all men and women upon
the earth will become revelators,
rec iving from the heavens infor-
mation and KEknowledge by the
power of that spirit poured out up-
on them. [ think our present Rible
will then be greatly enlarged,should
their'revelations be written.

Before all flesh receive the spirit
of God, the kingdom of God is to
appear upon the earth., The work

is to be commenced, and His spirit
poured out upon a few, preparatory |
to the coming of the Son of Man,
that there may be prophets and
revelators again on the earth, and |

was the same !

once more commission his servants
to go to the Jews, the House of Is-
rael, whom the Lord will prepare,
through his own power and wis-
dom, to receive the message, and
not reject it as they anciently did.
Scores of thousands, among the
different nations, have already re-
ceived the ministry of the Gospel,
revealed by the angel, and they
have been filled with the Holy |
promise
made to every soul who will believe
and repent of his sins; and they
have measurably become revelators
and prophets. This, therefore, is
the beginning of the great latter-
day work. which will never end,
until all flesh, that will not be de-
stroyed from the face of the earth
by the judgments spoken of, will be
made partakers of this same Spirit,
and it will have the same eflect
promised.

You may ask, Why it has nonl
been the case since the first century
of the Christian era? Why it has
not been falfilled among the various
Christian denominations of our
globe? Why they have not receiv-
ed dreams, and visions, and reve-
lations by the power of the Holy
Ghost? Jt may be a mystery
to some, why 80 loug a
period should have elapsed among
the people of the different nations, |
during which they have had no re-
velations, ne visions, no prophecies,
no voice of God. The reason of this,
as revealed by the Lord, is because
the people did turn away from the
ancient gospel; they did, as had
been predicted they wou'd do,
change the ordinances and break
the everlasting covenants; they did
apestatize from the truth so that
the autbority of the apostleship
ceased among them; the authority
to baptize no longer existed, the
authority to Jay on hands that they
might receive the Holy Ghost no
longer existed, and they were no
longer able to minister authorita-
tively in the name of the Lord in
any of the ordinances of the Church.
There were many good moral peo

the true Church of God again ex-
ist am \ng men, as anciently. The
time haviog fully arrived, in thiu]
the 19th century,for the prophecies

ple that lived, But where was to
be found the Church organized ac-
cording to the New Testament p

fand blessed with his personal min-

«t- | as well as the Jews, a Bible of their
tern, with Apostles, living Apostles | own, if you please. Indeed Jesus, |

and possessing the power
those anciently poesessed? You
could find churches in abundance,
which were
churches—thus denominated by
themselves, some called by certain
names and some by others; all of
them believing in separate, distinct
doetrines which  characterized
them;} one believing one principle
of the Gospel, and another believ-
ing some other; one believing in
one mode of baptism, another in
some other; one receiving part of
the Goepel, and anotber claiming
some other part. This was tkecon-
dition of the Christian nations
when the Lord sent his angel to
reveal the fulpness of the Gospel to
Joseph Bmith,a mere boy, who was
raised up specially by the hands of
God to bring to light another rec~
ord, agreeing with the one which
already existed, called the New
Testament; *not anotber Gospel,
but the same gospel taught to an-
other branch of the house of Israel.
Our Heavenly Father is not a re-
spector of persons; he respects one
branch of the house of Lsrael just as
much as another; and inasmuch as
he did by his own power, accord-
ing to their own records; bring
a remnant of the tribe of Joseph
out of the land of Jerusalem to this
continent, he had as much regard
for them as he had for the Jews,
and as he had for the ten tribes who
were taken away from the land of
Palestine some 720 years before
Christ. They were led away to the
north country, but where, we do
not exactly know. He had equal
regpect Lo all these branches of the
seed of Israel; and as all had a
knowledge before their dispersion
about the coming of the future
Messiah, it would be perfectly rea-
sonable that when he should come
to suffer and be crucified for the
sins of the world, the Jews, only a
portion of [srael, shonld not be the
only portion who should be favored

istry; it is perfectly reasonable that
he should go to the ten tribes, and
also come to this great continent,
where a part of one tribe existed,
and minister to them. You know
Jesus himself says, ‘I am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.”” Not merely to the Jews,
for they were only a part of them,
he had others dispersed in various

called Christian |

| found in the 37th chapter of Kze-

of Joseph upon this land and re-
veualed to them His ‘gospel, said to
them, ‘“But now I go unto the
Father, and also to show myself
unto the lost tribes of Israel, for

they are not Inet unto the Father, l

for He knoweth whither He hath
taken them.,” And it was predict-
ed concerning them, by one of
the ancient American prophets,
who lived in those dayrs, that when
God should bring these ten tribes
frem the north country,they would
bring their records with them. And
it should come to pass that they
should have the records of the Ne-
phites, and the Nephites should
have the records of the Jews, and
the Jews and the Nephites should
have the records of the lost tribes

tribes of Israel should have the
records of the Nephites and the
Jews. “Itshall come to pass that
I will gather my people together,
and I will also gather my word in
one.” Notonly the people are to
be gathered from the distant por-
tions of our globe, but their records,
or bibles, will also be united in one.

In the good old book believed in
by the woild of Christianity, we
have a prophecy which may be

kiel, concerning the uniting togeth-
er of two of the records. I will resd
the prophecy. “The werd of the
Lord came again unto me, saying:

¢“Moreover, thou Son of Man, take
thee one stick, and write upon it,
For Judah, and for the chiluren of
[srael, his comparions; then take

another stick, and write upon it,|

For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim,
and for all the house of Israel his
companions.

““And join them one to another
into one stick, and they shall be-
come one in thine hand.

“*And when the children of thy
people shall speak unto thee, say-
ing, Wilt thou not show us what

of the house of Israel, and the lost |y

hundred years ago, that the House
of Judah has been made one ? It is
very well Enown that such things
have not yet taken place. But the
prephecy will be fultilled, and that
tooin ourday. The Lord wiil ga.
ther the ten tribes from the north,
and the House of Judah from the
four quarters of the earth whither
they be gone, and will gather them
on every side, and bring them into
their own land, making of them
one nation under nnuiiug never
more to be divided, neither, say
the Lord, shall they any more de.
file themseives with their detests.
ble things, ete. “And they shall
dwell in the land that I have given
unto my servant Jacob, whereip
our fathers have dwelt, ete.” [ |
is not a spiritual thing, it is natura],
and will take place even as it is
written. How will He accomplish
this work? In tke very wayHs |
has pointed out in this chapie!
He will take the stick, or recons
of Joseph written upon for Josep,

[and join it with that of the Jewm

written upon by the Jewish natin
and when they become one in Hi

| hund, then He will bring Ism

‘rom the four quarters of the eatl
aud fulfill all that has been s
concerning them.

Here (holding the Beok of Mormonh
his hand) we present a record of th
American continen!, a history of a hranct
of the tribe of Joseph,for nearly 600 yen
hefore Christ, and until 420 years afle
Christ, a history of the Lord’s deaiop |
with them from the time they left Jern
salem until one of their principal nation
fell in battle, because of their apostacr
and the descendants of the remaluing
remnant are this degenerated ' people w
call Indians, whe still exiet. Their record
nas been brought to light: the Lord bu
done it, not Jo-eph Smith. He has sl
ready united the record and testimo
nies of Joseph with those of Judsb
that we may have additional evidence
that Jesus is the Christ, that we may
have the testimony of two t v
tions—Llhe Jewish nation and the natin

!

thou meanest by these?

““Say unto them, Thus saith the | which afterwards became a ‘“ynultitade
Lord God; Behold, I will take the |of nations,” saecording

stick of Joseph, which is in the
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of
[srael his fellows, and will put them

of Joeeph that dwelt on this land, sn¢

to the blessing
ronounced by the ancient patriareh,
acob, when blessing his two grandrous
Ephraim and Manasseh. Here we find
on this contivent a multitade of o

with him, even with the stick of | tione; and when we come to examin

Judsh, and make them one stick, | the language they all &

k, we find

and they shall be one in mire|that it evidently sprang from the sam

hand.
¢And the sticks whereen thou
writest shall be in thine hand be-

countries, and upon the islands of
the seas; and inasmuch as they all

had a knowledge of the coming of | this simple thing, for surely

fore thine eyes.”
Why was he commanded to do
it

Christ, and that he would offer the | would be considered simple in our

great and last sacrifice, thereby do-
ing away with the rite of eacrifice
which they had for so many gener-
ations bheld sacred,it would seem
consistent that he should inform
them in whatever land they might
have been, that the true Messiah
had come and offered himself, and
therefore they should no Ilonger
offer up beasts and birds as sacri-

fices, but forever afterwards believe | ¢{ryct his people, and the interpre. |

in Him. Itisalso just as reason-
able, that a branch of Lsrael, exist-
ing thousands of miles from Pales-
tive, having
of Christ, would keep a record of
his teachings, just as much as they
did in the land of Jerusalem; and
that his teachings would be just as
sacred, when written, as the New
Testament is. And it is again just
as reasonable that they should re-
ceive the same gospel and the
same gpirit, and that the same ef-
fects should be produced among
them, as among these at Jerusalem.
Jesus informs us too in St John’s
Gospel, that he had other shee
besides those at Jerusalem. The
passage reads: ‘“Othersheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them
adso I must bring, and they shall
hear my voire; and there shall be
one fold and one shepherd,” He
did not go to the Gentiles, as they
were not the “other sheep” referred
to; they were never denominated
in any of the Seriptural writings as
the shee
ways called by their own name.
But the sheep that Jesus speaks of
were those he meant to visit; “they
shall hear my voice”—that is, he
would minister to them, and they
would see Him and they would
hear His voice. And the instruec-
tion that he gave, they were com-
manded to write, with a view of its
coming forth in the latter-days,
preparatory to the time when “‘the
earth shall be filled with the know-
ledge of the glory of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea;” not
merely the knowledge of God con-
tained in the Jewish record, but the
knowledge of God contained in all
the records. The Book of Mormon
intorms us that the ten tribes in the
north country will bave a record

Plone being a representation of the

of Israel, they were al- |

day for a man to take two sticks,
writing ovpon one for Judabh, and
upon another one for Joseph, and
then joiuing the two sticks togeth-
er, and holding gthem up in his
hands to become one? If we were
to undertake to preach in this way
the people would think we were
insape. But it wasa familiar way
sy which the Lord intended to in-

tation is this: These two sticks
were to repiesent what the Lord
would do. SBays he, “When the

the personal ministry children of thy people shall speak he eame to Joseph he

unto thee saying, Wilt thou not
shew us what thou meane¢st by
these two sticks, that they become
one in thine hand, Thus saith the
Lord God, Behold [, (vot Ezekiel)

And what will you de with it? [
will put it with the stick written
upon for Judah, and will make
them one in mine hand. And the
sticks whereon thou writest shali
be in thine hand before thine eyes;”

other. But when will it take place?
Read the next verse, ,

“Andsay unto them, thus saith
the Lord, Behold, [ will take the
children of Israel from among the
heathen, whither they be gone,
and will gather them on every
side, and will bring them into their
own Jand: :

¢“And I wiil make them one na-
tion in the land vpon the moun-

be king to all,and they shall no
more be two nations, neither shall
they be divided inte two Kkingdoms
any more at all: .

“Neither shall they defile them-
selves any more with their idols,
nor with their detestable thisgs, nor
with any of their transgressions:
but I wiil save them out of their
dwelling places, wherein they have
sinned, and will cleanse them: o
shall they be my people, and I will
be their God.”

Has this been fulfiliec? Has He
done this for the House of Israel,
scattered among the heathen,
bringing them back and making
them one nation in the land and

will take the stick of Joseph, ete.’’ | peop

{that was separate from his brethren.

tains of Israel; and one Kking shall |p

gource. Antiquarians who have searchd
di igently into this matter, all testifvio
this one fact — that their langusge evi
dently eprang fromm the same source
| It is aleo staled by them that they mus
have lived for many generations on this
continent in order to bave become &
diversified in their geveral tongues, Yo
know where people have no written lan-
guage, a8 we have, that it will become
corrupted, and as they separate [rom
each other, as the Indian race has dong,
it will corrupt itself more and mor
When you come to trace the languags
spoken by the aborigines of our coun
try, you will find that they heve ib
game origin: a'so that this *““multituded
nations’ are the deseendants of Joseph

|in fulfillment of the promise God mad

him through his father Jacot. Pait

archs us to bless their clildren b
| ancient days and tell them what wouk
come to in the latter days. Jacw
80 blessed his twelve sone; and whe

ronounced |
pecuiiar blessing upou his head. |

reads—“‘Joseph is a fruitful bougu, e'ltlF
8 fruitfal bough by a well, who
branches run over the wall;” signifyinf
| that a portion of his seed would v
a'ways elay with the main body of b
le, but would branch off “run ove
the wall,” depart out of the land o
Jerusalem. “The blessings of thy fathe
have prevailed above the blessings 0
my progenitors anto the uimost bount
of the everlasting bills; they ehall ¥
| on the hcad of Joseph, and on the
crown of the head of him that wa
separate from his bretbren.”” Jacob'
progenitors were Abrabam and [saac
What blessings were given to them!
Palestine. But says the Patriarch, [
bave & greater blessing, it has prevailed
above that of my progenitors. How
much above theirs? Unto the utmost
bounds of the everlasting hills.

he, I will give this to yom, Joseph; of
‘“they shall be on the head of Joseph,
and on the crown of the head of him

How marvelous are the deslings of Gol
with man in bringing to pass the pre
hetic utterances of servants| Ther
was another blessing proavunced upot

his head by Moses, before he was takes
uuut from t.{w midst of Israel, which

was very distinet from the reet of the
tﬂﬂ;.u. III reade—*‘And of Joseph b
said, Bleseed of the Laord be his land, for
the precious things of heaven. And f&
the precious things of the earth and fuk
ness thereof.” As much as to say, bif
land shall be very choice. Instead d
being blessed with Jands side by sidt
with the rest of the tribes, he was to ¥
& frnitful bough by a well, whose bran
ches run over the wall, unto the utmos
bound of the everlasting hillg, and ther
he should be blessed with all kinds ptl

climate; the temperate and the

zone: the blessings of the earth sof
fulness thereof, #o far as the tempers#
zones are concerned; then the blessings?
the earth, so far as the forcid zone I’

concerned.

upon the mountains, with one king
to reign over them all? Has there

Here then we perceive with all the#
predictions and prephecies that the Lov




