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question is shall mormonscormons who have
never entered into any polygamous
relations who have never violated
any law either of idaho or the
united stbt testea many of whom pro-
bably doda not believe in the doctrine
of plurality of wives ahll these
men possessing evry other qualifi-
cation to entitle them to the fran-
chise be deprived of it becausebecame they
belong to a church or organization
which holds that under certain cir-
cumstancescum stances it is not sinful for a man
to marry more than one wife the
clause nalerew Is

no person is permitted to votetote serve as
juror or hold any civil office 0
who is a member of or contributes to the
support aid or encencouragementra int of any
order organization associationaso corpora-
tion or society which teaches advises
counsels encourages or aidsaide any person to
enter into bigamy polygamy or such patri-
archal or plural marriage

under this provision every mem-
ber of the mormon church who in
any manner however reiremotenote con-
tributes to the support of that
church will be franchiseddisfranchiseddis if
liehe donates to any charitable institu-
tion any sabbath school college
academy or hospital connected with
that chu rab liehe is V be disfranchisednay more any person though not
a member of the mormon church
who contributes to the support didaid
or encouragement etc is to be dis
franchised

the language is unmistakable
who is a member of or contributes

to the support etc this provision
is doubtlessdoubt lew intended to be made ap-
plicable to that clawclass of independ-
ent Geugentilestiles in idaho who refusing
to wear the anti mormon2 cohar are
stigmatized lyby my gentlemanly
friend from idaho as jack mor
monsMODS the gentlemen who are sup-
porting0arting this iu infamousfamous measure sure-
lyFY do not see to what lengths they
are going to accomplish a political
advantage

under a territorial statute of idaho
an anti mormon test oath was pre-
scribed for voters this measure
though not nearly so far reaching
in its franchisingdisfranchisingdis elements as the
clause in the constitution was gen-
erally so construed as to prohibit
every mormon from voting even
though he waswaa willing to aket ike the
prescribed oath in some instances
meumen tired of political ostracism
weary of being depdepriverivel of every
right as american citizens swelter-
ing under the iron heel of political
despotism withdrew from the
church and while attempting to vote
were arrested for conspiracy quite a
number of whom are now awaiting
trial on that charge just
think of it american citizens
every way fiel to vote
having even taken the obnox-
ious text oath while attempting to
exercise the highest ledge of
that citizencitizenshipsh I1 p aream arrested for con-
spiracysp placed under exorbitant
bonds are thrownthrowu I1ntointo jailJ all to be I1in-
dicted

n
tried and convicted not by

juries or their peers but by juries of
their enemies oh liberty what
crimes are committed in thy name

now while under the territorial
statue there was some opportunity
for the accused voter to purge him-
self by taking thothe test oath under
this constitution the proscribed
classes are forever barred from votfotr

luging holding office or sitting on
juries there are no means provided
by which the status of voters is to
be determined there is no

oath as in the idaho sta-
tute nor is any provision made by
which the franchiseddisfranchiseddis class can
ever be re enfranchised because this
provision isill unchangeable some
gentlemen who support this consti-
tution insist upon calling this pro-
vision a test oath and when told
thatthai there is no oath provided persis
that there is an oath in the constitu-
tion thus demonstrating that they
do not understand the provisions of
the measure they are aavo acting if
those gentlemen who so vehemently
assert that there is an oath provided
in the constitution will examine the
document they will fail to fludfind it
no gentlemen you cannot find it
it is not therenor isthanis that allail if a citizen is once
franchiseddisfranchiseddis there is no remedy for
him he must ever remain so for
the constitution article 6 section
4 declares that

the legislature may prescribe qualitiesqualifies
eions limitations and conditions for the
right of suffrage additional to those propre
scribedascribed in this a tide but shall never an-
nul any of the provisions in this article
cacontainednta ined

again if a member of the mor-
mon church a citizen of any other
state enjoying thereabere all the privi-
leges of an american citizen with
out let or bin arance should change
his residence and move into idaho
he would immediately be
chased and not permittedpermited to vote
serve as t juror or hold any civil
office by crossing an imaginary
litieline he would cease to be a free niallman
and become a political slave

nay more if the distinguished
delegate from idahoidah who bo obsti-
nately champions this clause should
ever be converted to the faith of the
saints as was saul in ancient
times if he should be baptized antiand
confirmed a member of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints
under this constitution he would
be immediately disfranchised not-
withstanding his eminent services
in bringing the state into the union
nor would he have any recourse
except to apostatize from the faith
endand return to the beggarly ele-
ments

cle-
ments of the world could any-
thing be more absurd and un ameri
ganan

while the advocates of this meas-
ure are clamclamoringdring for the political
equality of the blacks in the south
they by this constitution doom
white american citizens to perpet-
ual political bondage just think
of it political white slaves in a free
and state one of the
statesState of the american bidouunion the
home of the free the asylum of the
oppressoppressedeJ 11

tell it not in gath publish it not in the
streets of askelin i lest the daughters of
the philistines rejoice lest the daughters of
the triumph

mr speaker I1 desire to call atten-
tion to another feature of this disdig
franchising clause of the constitu-
tion now under consideration it is
this

no person is permitted to vote serve as a
juror or hold any civil office who
is a memberof or contributes tothe support
aid or encouragement of any order organi-
zation association corporation or society

which teaches or advises that the

of this state prescribing rules of civil
conduct are not the supreme laws of the
state

while this provision by auyany fair
construction would not disfranchise
auyany member of the mormon
church for notwithstanding asser-
tions to the contrary that church
teaches as I1 have already shown
implicit obedience to the laws of the
state it would disfranchisee every
man who believes that jehovah is
the supreme ruler of the universe

that jesus is king of kings and
lord of lords

I1 have before me a copy of the
christianChr ishan statesman a paper pub
dished in philadelphia which con-
tains a call for a conference of the
national reform association aich
is now in session at lincoln music
hall in this city I1 will read two
brief extracts from said call ref-
erring to christian principles of
civil government it says

among the principles which this associa-
tion holds to be fundamentalfu damental in civil gogov-
ernment
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are these nations and govern-

ments are accountable to almighty god
and are bound by the moral law the lord
jesus christ is the actual governor of na-
tions and his will revealed in the holy
scriptures is the supreme rule to decide
moral questions in political life these
arlprinciples we noldhold to have been woven his-
toricallytortori callyy into the very fiber of american in-stitutions our stability and our prprogressgreas
have been due to the power they have ex-
erted in our uanationalLional life all the evils
which have afflicted us have been traceable
to our departure from them all ouroar hopes
for the fluture depend upon them our
gravest peril lies in the fact that these prin-
ciples are ignored by large numbers of our
citizencitie enssandand denteddenied by manmany others theduty of the hour is to emphasize and illup-
hold them and to inculcate them uuponon abeX
fast increasing millions of our populationopuFaaion

0
underlying all these practical issues is a

deeper and more radicalradios controversy pro-
voked by those who deny that civil govern-
ment

overn
sustains any relation to godgoa or to

christ or to the moral law wl deny that
our laws and institutions should bear at
agany point the impress of the christian re-
ligionaig on and who aaee striving constantly and
ofof deliberate purpose to obliterate everyeiery
christian feature of american institutions
and to divorce our government from all
connection with religion

the document states that this call
is concurred in by hon william
windom secretary of the treasury
his honor william strong foriformerlyperly
justice of the supreme court of the
united states by the protestant
episcopal bitbishopsbops of the dioceses of
missouri central new york con-
necticut and delaware by three
bishops of the methodist episcopal
church and several other eminent
christian men and women

among the speakers at one of the
meetings of the eonconferenceference on tues-
day last was revbev R M somerville
of new york who in an address
upon the christian doctrine of
civil sovereignty as reported in
ttheile dailydail washingtonWaa hington post held that
god ads supreme in all affairs and
must be recognized above the im-
perialism of any earthly monarch
or chief executive in american
governments he was surprised
that ary one should attempt to deny
the authority of christ everywhere
except in the church and the dis-
position to rule him out of consider-
ation in civil affaffairslairs audand insisted
that any theory of civil government
that denied his supreme authority
was radically and wholly wrong

now mr speaker I1 contend
that if hon william windom his
honor ex justice strong and the


