THE DESERET WEFEERKLY.

25

|COMMUNICATED. |
FALSIFICATION CONCLUDED.

As if to emphasize observations made
a few days ago In regard to the general
if not chronic tendency toward exag-
geration and misrepresentation, an
edltorial reluctantly points out a late
case which under the clreumstances
might be called infamous, and In the
news columns of same date there are
statements and denials almost tn the
same paragraph, all given with as
mueh ponchaliance as if they were the
veriest truth.

To call attention to modern or daily
lapses muy not correct such cases from
the far away, but the fact I8 not to be
overlooked that a professedly Chris-
tlan natjon and people are under moral
and special obligation to listen to the
accepted Teacher, who with unstinted
language tdencunced prevarication
and deception, and expressly com-
manded moderation and . simpllcity in
language, urging upon His followers|
to let their "yea be yea, and nay, bay,”
with the supreme warning that “what-
soever !a more than this cometh of|
evil:"” among scriptural denunciations
none are more suyuggeative than are
those in regard to llars and lying, and[
even in the beginning of the Israelitish
pollty, among the SBinaitle commands
was this one: *Thou shalt not bear
false witness against thy nelghbor.”

The intricacles and selfishness of
modern life have so eaten {nto the
heart of honor that good men uncon-
aclously lend themselvea to "tricks of
trade,” to “the manipulation of mar-
ketn and stocks,” to specuilate on ru-
mors, on probabilities or possibilities,
anticipating for personal ends changes
of 80 varled n nature as "almest to de-
celve the very elect.”” Of course, excuse
is always ready when action Is profit-
aple, and there are times when the
truth or the fact in the case is quite
long In leaking out or correetion =
made. But the end sought, has been
subserved, the profit made, and the
complaisant man of affalrs, of business,
then boasts of his shrewdness, his
smartness, his ability to foresee or to
circumvent some other man or men.
A false rumor s just as eflicacious for
the moment in the market as an as-
sured fact, It unsettles, disturbs,
leads to depreciation to values, and not
infrequently to demoralization and
panle, Any flmsy excuse almost
affects the market of even the grent
staplea of life. Telegraphic reports
are doctored, conditfons are exagger-
ated, fallures are predicted at home!
and abroad, and instabllity based on
fiction ia the key to profit by the cool
caleulations of desiging men. Rumors
of internatlonal contention or war are/
given out for purposes of galn, Promi-
nent men are ostenaibly Interviewed
and misrepresented. Oftentimes these
are corrected or denied altogether. But
it a sensation {8 needed It i5s made to
order. If a thing is desired, It is an-
nounced am having occurred; the nt-
terances of public men are anticlpated,
perverted, distorted and then denied.
Public and presas comment are made to
subserve party interests and political
achemers. There s scarcely an elec-
tion contest, national, atate or local,
but misrepresentation runs riot in the
party of opposition; and If the onlooker
or lirtener were unfamiliar with the
white heat of controveray,” it could!
easily he concluded that every aspirant
for office hnd been apeclally called,
from the unprineinlet clags. and that
Just deserts wonuld aimply secure per-
manent lodging for all such pre-
tendrrg hehlned nrison walls. Then there
I2 the still further reflection that the|
parties presenting or eélecting such can-
didates muat he of Bimilar caliber
themselves, or election would be im-l
possihle,

All publle events are subject to thlg
uitra coloring, QGermany and China,l

Russia and Turkey, England and
Africa, Spain and Cuba, America and
the Sandwlich islands are In point and
no general reader can tell what the
truth is in regard to any of these con-
troverstes, unless he can have ac-
cess to dirsinterested authority,
which perchance (3 nowhlere to be

found. Possibly when excitement dies
out a Immering of the facts will
overthrow all opinions based upon the

dailly presentation by correspondents
and through the press; or If the fair
honoruble recltal ia left to after years,
there fs that ultimate dlsérepancy
which is now a matter of dispute be-
tween the northern and the southern
states as to the valldity of history In
the text books of the publlc schools.

On a Emall acale the late election of
a school board in this ¢ity furnishes an
Mustration. The opposition that was
deeclared to exist againet the high
school was the veriest myth, The fea-
ture of discontent has never been
voleed by the press as yvet, or by indi-
viduals. Some. of our "daflies” have
been 80 vociferous and persistent as to
the effect that any query might have
in regard to the Increase of popula-
tion in this city, that taxpayers have
asked—are asking—Is It true that
people are encouraged or deterred in
locating here purely by the exlstence
o the absence of a high achool In
this city? If that ls the gcreat in-
ducement it looks like a reflection on
the charaecter of publlic schools else-
where, and the faet that Utah js so
far in advance should be considered
from a standpoint outalde that of sim-
ple sentlment, even az to enlarged
eduecation. Many ordinary taxpayers
also ark the queation, whether the
parents of all the high achool pupils
are bona fide taxpayers. If not, then
they ought to pay for thnat tuftfon,
five dollars per year say some, and pay
for thelr books berides, as ail should
do;. then, without belng captious, this
class of crities note (as a correBpomd-
ent did} the evidencea of ability to pay
for higher education, as evinced (a
trifilng  thing) by the number f
bicycles gathered there every day, and
by the ostentatlous balls or gatherings
of these puplla from time to time.
This ia glven as the real cause of the
not in any sense a reflection: againat
education, but only agafnst what ap-
pears to the uninformed ns a possible
injustice, linked with the idea .hat
while there are g0 many graduates in
Utah, so few of these real bona fide
persons of that class obtaln positinna,
and so many transients should find
favor to thelr excluslan.

S0 much for a local guestlon which
is sald to need clearing by those who
ecan do it, pro bono publlco,

Every true American is in full aym-
pathy with the struggles of mankind
for enlarged liberty everywhere. This
nation rose from the original status of

! rebellion to that of its present glory,

but how few realize how short the
step Is between patriotism and trea-
son'! A Wlse man remarked that suc.
cess made all the difference between
the two, How far the “Cubans” will
achteve succens the future alone wlill
determine; but It was noted lately in
the letter of a famous correspondent
that nearly all the officers of the so-
calied “insurgents” were Americans.
“Contraband of war" from our friend-
Iy shores has been the chlef support
of the su-called rebels, and the Cuban
Junta in New York have under the
shelter of a aympathlzing country car-
ried on unmolested their plans and
schemes for the overthrow of a friend-
Iy power without any "let or hindrance
whatever.” Then a naturally favor-
ahle press has magnified the successes

of the insurgents, while but little has baptize” was used

come to us from Spanish sources, and
that as a consequence there has been
exaggeration and misleading state-

- .

ments wlll be everywhere conceded.
We are no advocates for Spain, in the
internatlonal sense, any more than for
the overthrow of our educational sys-
tem including the "high school.”” Both
are used to show how, In harmony with
rellgious,political and commercial mat-
ters, inflated, exaggerated, untrue and
even wicked falsehoods permeate all
classes of modern society; and from
this standpoint the guestion Is asked,
Will this restlees nation ever be so
toned down to honor, honesty and
fairness that '‘every man shall speak
the truth to his nelghbor?' Or, if
lying llps are an abomination to the
Lord,” from a moral, religlous and so-
cial standpoint, can the blersing and
approbation of heaven be fairly ex.
pected, or will the old querv stand
good, 'Shall not my soul be avenged
on such a natlon as this?"’

SALT LAKE STAKE CONFERENCE.

The gquarterly conference and month=
Priesthood meeting of the Salt Lake
Stake was held in this clty, commeno-
ing Baturday, at 10 o'clock a. m.

There were present Elders Angus M.
Cannon, Joseph E. Taylor and Charles
W. Penrose of the Stake presidency:;
seven Iligh Councllors, five Patri-
archs, Elders Elias Morris and Willlam
C. Dunbar of the presidency of the
High Priests’ quorum, elght presidents
of Seventies and ten home misslon-
artes,

All the wards of the Stake were prop=
erly represented excepting the Third,
Fourth, 8eventh and Tenth clty warda,
and Forest Datle, Granger and Brigh-
ton of the county.

The presiding officers of the Stake
organizations of the Rellet Socleties.
Sunday schools, Young Men's, Young
Ladies’ Mutual Inmprovement associn-
tions, Primary and Kindergarten as-
suciatlons, ~esponded to the roll call.

Upon th: recommendatlon of thelr
respective Bilshops,elghteen young men
recelved certificates authorizing their
ordination to the office of Elder, each
of whom promised to honor and mag-
nify his ealling ns an Elder if ordained,

The 8scond, Fourth, Fifth, Twelfth,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Sixteenth,
Zeventeenth, Elghteenth, Nineteenth,
Twentleth, Twenty-first, Twenty-sec-
ond and Twenty-fifth gquorums of
Elders were represented by their pre-
sldlng oflicers.

The Lesser Prieshood was represen-
ted by membera from the Eleventh,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Sixtecnth,
Seventeenth, Twentieth, Twenty-first
and Twenty-second clty wards, and
M1 Creek, Blg Cottonwood, South
Cottonwood and Unlon of the county
warda, :

The morning sessjon opened with
singing by the cholr and congregatlon,

Now let us rejoice In the day of salva-
tlon,
Prayer was offered by Blshop Ish-
mael Phiilips.
’Singing by the choir and congrega-
tion,
Our God, we raise to thee.

In answer to the question, "Ia it
proper to use the word re-baptize
when an excommunicated member

ingain receives baptiam, and does such
a person recelve hin former bleasings?'’
President Cannon said that persons
cut off for transgression had no greater
privileges than those who had never
belonged to the Church. Bishopa could
not excommunicate an Elder from the
Church, but should refer such cases to

the High Council and the gquorum to
jwhich he belonged. The word ‘'re-
Incorrectly. “Bap-

tize” was the proper word. Re-baptism
ghould be employed only when consaid-

:ered absolutely necessary. Elder Can-



