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The World as it is
This world is quite a clever world,
In rain or pleasant weather,
If peopie would but learn to live
n harmony together;

Nor seek to burst the kindly bond
By love and peace cemented,
And learn that best of lessons yet,

To always be contented.

o

Then were the world a pleasant world,
And pleasant folks were in it;

The day would pass most pleasantly
To thosze who thus begin i;

And all the nameless grisvances
Brought on by borrowed troubles,

Would prove, as certainly they are,
A mass of empty bubbles.
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Two of us mounied the horses, and the other
three starled on foot, and we took our change of
venue for the State of Iilinois; and in the course
¢f nine or fen days arrived safely at Quiney.
Adams county, where we found our families in a
state of poverty, althongh in good health; they
having been driven ont of the State previously,
by the murderons militia, nnder the exterminating
order of the executive of Miszouri, and now the
Eeﬂple of that State, a portion of them, would

e glad to make the people of this State believe
that my brother Joseph has committed treason,
for the purpose of keeping up their murderous
and hellish persecution, and they seem to be un-
relenfing, and thirsting for the blood of innocence,
for I do know" most positively that iy broglier
Joseph has not committed treason, nor violated
one solitary item of law or rule, in the State of
Missouri,

But I do know_that the Marmon people, en
masse, were driven ont of that State, after being
robbed of all they had, and they barely escaped
with their lives: as well as my brother: Joseph,
who barely escaped with his life, his family also
was robbed of all they had, and barely escaped
with the skin of their teeth, and all this in conse-
guence of the extermmnating order of Governor
Boggs, the same being coufirmed by the Legs-
lature of that State. |, |

And I do know—=o0 does this conrt, and every
rationa! man who is acquainted with the circum-
stances, and every man who_shall hereafter be-
come acquainted with the particulars thereof,
will know, that Governor Boggs, and Generals

Claik, Lucas, Wilson and Gillum, also Anstin A.
Kine, have commitiad treazan npon the eit'zens of :
Missonri, and did violate the Constitution of the
United States, and also the Constitution and laws |
of the State of Missouri; and did exile and ex-
pel, at the point of the bayonet, come twelve or
fourteen thonsand inhabitants from the State, and
did murder gome three or four hundreds of men,
women and children in cold blood, and in the
most horrid and cruel manner possible, »nd {he
whole .of it was csuced bv religions bigotry and
persecution, because the Mormons dared to wor- |
chip Almighty God arcording to the dictates of
their own consciences, and agreeable to His di- |
vine will, as revealed in the seriptures of eternal
truth, and bad turned away from followmng the
vain traditions of their fathers, and would not
worship aceording to the dogmas and econmand-
ments «f those men who preach for hire and
divine for money, and teach for doctrine the pre-
cepte of men—expecting that the Constitution of
the United States would have protected themn |
therein. _

Buat notwithstanding the Mormon people had
purchased npwards of two hundred thousand dol-
lars worth of land, most of which was entered
and paid for at the laud office of the Uuited States
in the Siate of Missouri—and although the Presi-
dent of the United Stales has been made acquaint-
ed with these facts, and the particulars of our
persecutions ang oppres=sions, by petition to him,
and to Congress—yel “E? have not even wt-
temnpted to restore the Mormons to their rights,
or given any assurance that we may hereafter
expect redress fcom them. And 1 do also know,
most positively and assuredly, that my brother,

st
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of ine scenes testified to by said Hyrum Smith.
during the persecutions of our people in Mis-
sourt. That durinzg the lstter part of summer
anel fall of the year 1838 there were large bodies
of the mob assembled inf varions places, for the
avowed object of Killing, driving, robbing, plan-
dering and exterminating the Mormons, and aeti-
ally committed many mnrders and other depred -
{ions, as related by the preceding witness,

The Governor was frequen'ly petitioned, as
aiso the other authorities, for redress and protec-

|tion. At length Anstin A. King, the Jadze of the

Circuit Court of the Fifth Judicial District, or-
dered out somewhere near a thousand men for
the. avowed purpose of gquelling the mob and pro-
tecting the Mormons. These being under arms
for several weeks, did, in some measure, prevant
the mob’s proceedings for some time; after which,
Judge King withdrew the force, refusing to put
the State to further expense, for qur proteciion,
without orders from the Governor.,

The mobs then again collected in great num-
bers in Carroll, Daviess and Caldwell connties,
and expressed their determination to drive the
Mormons from the State or kill them. They d/d
actually “drive them from- De Witt, fiing upen
some, and taking others prisoners,

They turned a man by the name of Smith
Humphrey and farily out of doors, when sick,
and plundered his house and bugned it before his
eyes. They-also plundered the citizens generally,
taking their lands, honses and property,

Those whose lives were spared, precipitately
fled to Far West in the utmost distress and con-
sternation. Some of them actually died on the
way, through exposure, suffering and destitution.
Other parties of the mob were plundering and
burnipg houses in Daviess county; and another
party of the moh were ravaging the south part of
Caldwell county in a similar manner.

The Governor was again and arain petitioned
for redress and protection, but utterly refused to
render us any assisfance whatever. UUnder these
painful and distressing circumstances, we haa the
advice of Generals Afchizon, Donipban and Parks,
to call out the militia of Caldwell and Daviess
counties, which was most'v eomposed of Mor-
mons, and to make a general defence.

The presiding judge of Caliwell county, Elias
Higbee, gave orders to the sheriff of said county
to call out the militia. They were called out un-
der the comnmand of Colonel Hinkle, who held a
commissien from the Governor, and was the high-
est milifary officer in the connty. This force
effectually dispersed the mob in ‘several places.
and a portion of them were so oreanized in the
city of Far West, that they ecould assembls them-
selves upon the shortest notice, and we'e fre-
quently ordered to assemble in the public square
of said city, in cases of emergency-

These proceedings againet the moh being mis-
represented by designing men, both to the Goveryi-
or and other authorifies and people 0f the State,
caused great excilement against the Mormons.
Many tried to have it understood that the Mor-
mons were in open rebellion, and making war
upon the State. g

With these pretences, Governor Boggs issued
the following exterminating order,

‘Head Qunarters of tha Militia,
City of Jefferson, Oetober 27, 1838,

_Sirs—Since the order of the morning to you,
directing vou to come with four hundred mounted
men to be raised within your division. T have
received, by Amos Rees, Esq., and Wiley C.
Williams, E=q.. one of my aides, information of
tire most appalling character, which changes en-
tirely the face of things, and places the Mormons
in the akitade of an avowed defiinee of the laws,
g?d.oﬁmving made war upon the people of the

ale,

Your orders dre therefore, to hasten vonr nper-
ations and endeavor to reach Riehmond in Ray
counlglwith all possible speed. The Mormone

* treated as enemies, and must be exfer-
minated, or driven from the Slate, \f necessary
for the public pence. ;

Their outrages are bevond all deseription. 1f
you can increase your foree, you are aunthorized
to do so. to any extent von may think necessary.
[ bave jnst issued orders to Mujor General Wol-
lock, of Marion county, to raise five inndred men,
and to march them to the northern part of Da-
viess connty, and there to unite with General
Doniphan, of Clay, who has been ordered with
five hundred men to proceed to the same point,
for the purpose of ialercepting the retreat of the
Mormons to the noith.  They have been directed
to communicate with you by express. You can
also communicale with_them, if you find it ne-
cessaly.

Instead, therefore, of proceeding as at first
directed, to reinstate the citizens of Daviess, in
their houses, you will proeeed immediately to
Richmond, aud there operate against the Mor-
mons.

Brigadier General Parks, of Ray, has been
ordered to have fqur hundred of his brigade in
readiness to join yon at Rchmond. The whole
force will be placed nnder your ecommand.

(Bigned) L. W. BOGGS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.!

Jo=eph Smith, seyior, has not been in the Siate
of Missouri since the spring of the year 1839,
And further this deponent saith nof.

HYRUM SMITH.

Parrey P, Prarr sworn: Says that he fully
concurs in the testimony of the preceding wit-
ness, so far as he is acquainted with the same,
and that Joseph Smith has not been known as
h Smith, junior, for the time stated by

Josep |
Hyrum Smith. IHe was an eye wiiness of most

In the meantime, Major General [ueas and
Brigadier General Wilsoun, both of Jackson covnty
(who had, five years previonsly, assisted in driv-

|ing about twelve hundred Mormon citizens from

that county, besides burning two hundred and
thres houses, and assisting in murdering several,
and plandering the rest) ruised forces to the
amount of several thousand men, and appeared
before the city of Far West in battle array.
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come to a halt at about a mile distant, in full
view of the town.
A messenger urrived from them and demanded

laid the town inashes. The hames of the persons
demanded were Adum Lightner, Johu Clemensoun
and his wife. They gave no information who'

the cily, which eaused the cowardlv assailants to | join General Lucas in his operations

against the
Mormons. e soon arrived before g'ar West
with his army, and confirmed all Lueas had done,
and highly commended them for their virtue, for-

three persous befora they mnssacred the rest and i bearance and other deeds in bringing about so

peaceable and amicable an adjusiment of affairs.
l{e kept up the same scene of ravage, plunder,
ravishment and depredation, for the suppert and

this ariny were, nor by what authority they
eame; ueither bad we at that tiie any kIIGW:Ed&
of the Governor’s order, nor any of these move-
ments, the muil baving been designedly stopped
by our enemies for threa weeks previously, We |
had supposed on their first appearance that they
were friendly troops, sent for our protection; but
bt on receiving this alarming information of
their wivked intentions, we were mnch surprised,
and seut a messenger with a white flag to enquire
cof them who they were, and what tuey wunted
» &
 of ns, und by whaose authority they came.

This flag wus fired upon by Japtain Bogard,
the Methodist priest, who ufterwards told me the
same with his own mouth. After several eot-
| tempts, however, wa got an interview, by which
we lenrned who they were, and that they pre-
tendac to have been seut by the Governor to ex-
terminate our people.

Upon learning this fact no resistance was
' offarad to their will or wishes, They demanded
thamarme of the militia, and forcibly took them
ﬂﬁ’;. They requested that Mr. Joseph Smith
'and other leaders of the church should come into
theirr camp for consultation, giving them a ‘sacred
promise of protection and sale return. Accord-
iogly Messrs Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon,
Lyman Wight, George W. Robinson and myself,
'started in company with Colonel Hinkle to their
eamp, when we were soon abruptly met by Gen-
eral Lucas with several hundreds of his soldiers,
'in a hostile manner, who immediately surrounded
‘us, and set up the most hileous yells that might
' huve been supposed to have proceeded from’the
 mouths of demouns, and marched us, as prisoners,
to their lines.

There we were detained for two days and
'nights, and hsd to sleep on the ground in the
cold month of November, in the midst of raiu and
mud—were continnully surrounded with a strong
guard, whose moaths were filled with carsing
and bitlerness, binckguardism and blasphemy;
|who offsred us every abuse and iusult in thelr
power, both by nlght and day; and many indivi-
'dusls of the army cocked their rifles and taking
' deadly aim at oar heads swore they would shot

| While under thess circumstances, our enrs

' weore continually shoeked with the relation of the
horrid deeds they had committed, and which they
| boustled of. They related the eircamstanes in
'dotail of having, thag previous day, disarmed a
il:rrmiu. mat in his ewn house, and took him
|Erisuu4=r. and afterwards beal out his brains with
his own gun! in presence of their officers. They
told of other individuals laying here and there in
'the brush, whom they had shot down without
| resistanca, and who were laying unburied for the
rhogn to feed upon. ‘
I'hey also named one or two individual females
of our society, whora they had foreibly bound,
aud twenty or thirty of them, one after snother,
committed raps upon. Oune of these famnles was
‘a daughter ol a respectable fumily, with whom I
‘have been long acquainted, and with whom I
|hl?ﬂ since converse , and learned that it was
truly the case. Delicaey at present forbids my
\'imuliauiug the names. 1 ulso heard several of
the soldiers acknowledge and bhoust of having
'stolen money in one place, clothing and bedding
in another, and horses.in sunother, whilst corn,
pork, and bref were taken by the whole army to
support the men and horses; and in many cases
catlle, hogs and sheep were shot down, and only
s small portion of them used, the rest left to
waste, of these erimes, of which the soldiers
| boasted, the general officers freely conversed and
corroborated 1he same. Aud even General Doni-
phan, who professed to be opposed to such pro-
evedings, acknowledged the truth of them; aud |
gwve us several particulars in detail.
I believe the name of the man whose brains

eurichment of his urmy—eaven buruing the houses
and fenees for fuel.

o also insisted that every man, woman and
t\ild of the Mormen society should l-uve the
Stite, except such us he detuined as prisoners;
stating that the Governor had sent him to exler-
minate them, but that he would, as a mercy, spare
their lives, and gave them until the first of April
following, to get out of the Stato.

He zlso compelled them, at the peint of the -
bayouet, to sign a deed of trust of all their real
estate to défray the expenses of what he called
“T'ne Mormox War.” :

After urranging all these matters to his sulisfac-
tion, he returued to Richmond, thirty miles dis-
tant, takirg about sixty heads of familics with
him, and marching them throogh a severe snow
storm, on foot, as prisoners, leaving their families
in a perishing econdition.

tiaving estublished his head-quarters at Rich-
mond, Ray eounty, he sent to General Lucas and
demanded us to ba given up to him. We were
accordingly transported some thirty or forty
miles, delivered over to him, and putin close con-
finement in chains, under a strong guard.

At length we obtained an interview with him
and euquired why we were detuined as prisoners.
[ suid to him, “Sir we hiave now been prisoners
ander the most agoravating circamstanees for two
or thres weeks, during which time we have re-
ceived no inforination us to why we are prisoners,
or for what object, as no writ has beeh served
upon us. We uare not detiinad by the civil law,
and as ministers of the Gospel in time of peace,
who never bear arms, ww cannot be considered
prisoners of war, especially as there- has been no
war. And from present appearances, we can
hard'y be cousiderad prisoners of hope. Why
the . these bonds?"

Said he, “you were taken to be tried.” “Tried
by whut authority?” said 1. ¢“By Court Mar-
tisl,” replied he. “By Court Martial?'* snid I.
“Yes,” said he. “How,” saye [, “can men, who
are not military meun, but mivisters of the gospel,
be tried by Court Martial, in this country where
every man hes a right to be tried by a jury?”?
He replied it was according to the- treary with
Genersl Lineas, on the part of the State of Mis-
souri, and Colonel Hinkle, the commanding officer
of ‘the fortress of Far West, on the part of the
Mormons, aud in accordanes with the Governor’s
order. And, said he, “I approve of all that Lucas
has done, and am determined to see it fulfilled.”?
Said 1, “Colonel Hinkle was but a Colonel of the
Culdwell county militia, and coumissioned by the
Governor, and the Mormons hud no fortress; but
were, in common with others, citizens of Mis-
souri, and therefors we recoguiss no autherity in
Colonel Hinkle, to sell our liberties or make
treaties "or vs. g

Severul days afterwards, General Clark again
entered our pricon and said he had concluded to
deliver us over to the civil suthorities. Accord-
ingly we were soon brovght before Austin A.
King, Judge of the Firth circuit, where on ex-
amination was commenced, and witnesses sworn
at the poiut of the bayonet, nsud threatened on
pain of death if they did not swear to that which
would suit the court,

Daring this examioation, I heard Judge King .
ask one of the witnesses, who wus a Mormon, if
he and his friends interded to live on their lands
any longer than Ap:il,and to plant erops? Wit-
ness replied, why not? The Judge replivd, “If
you once thiuk to plant erops or to occupy your
lands any longer than the first of April, the citi-
zeus will be npon you; they will kill you every
one, men, women and children, and leave you
to manure the gronnd without a burizl, They
have been merciinily withheld from doing this on
the present occazion, but will not be restrained
for the future, A

they knocked out, wae Carey; and another in-
dividual who had his chest broken open and|
several hundred dollars in specia taken out, was |
the same Smith Hamphrey whose house the mob
buriged at D Witt, :

After the Mormons were all dizarmed, Ganera!
Lucus guve them a compulsory order for men,
women and children, to leave the State fo:thwith,
without any exceptions—counting it a merey to|
spare their lives on thess conditions. Whilst
these things were proceeding instead of relessing
us from confinement, Hyrum Sinith and Amasa
Lyman were forcibly nad%l to onr number, as
prisoners, and under a large military escort, comn- |
manded by General Wilson, before mentioned,
w# were :H marched to Jackson connty, a dis-
tance of between fifty and sixty miles, leaving
ouar families and our friends st their mercy, in a
destitute condition, to prepare for a journey of
more than two hundred miles, at the approsch of
winter, without our protection, and every mo-
ment exposed to robbery, ravishment, and other
insult—their property robbed and their houses
and lands already wrested from them,

We were exhibited like a caravan of wild ani-
mals on the way, and in the streets of ludepend-
euce, and were also kept priconers for a show
for severul days.

In the meautime, General Clark had been sent
by Governor Boggs with an additional force of

Uu EIHI’I'Iiuitig a ‘.ﬂjll‘lﬂnu witniess fﬂl' thE pur-
pose of substantiating the charge of trecson
against Mr. Smith. He questioned him concern-

ing our religions fai‘h:

‘irst. Do the Mormons send missionsries to

foreign nations? The wiluess answered in the
affirmative,
« Secondly. Do the Mormons balicye a certain
passuge in the Book of Daniel? haming the pas-
suge, whieh reads #s follows: “And the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom
ander the whole heaven, shall be given 1o the
people of the Saints of the Most High, whose
ik'ngdom is au everlastfhg kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey Lim.” Dan. 7, 27.
On being nnswered in the uffirmative, the Judge
ordered the scribe (o put it down as a strong poiunt
for treason; but this wus too much for eyen a
Missouri lawyer to bear; Le remonstrated agairet
such a course of procedure, bat in vain. Said he,
“Judge you had hetter make the Bible tresson,”

Alter an examination of this kind, for many
days, some were set at liberty, others ndn'.ul;t.t':sr
out on bail, and themselves and bail expelled from
the State forthwith, with the rest of the Mormon
citizens. And Joseph Smith, Hyram Smith,
Sid#ey Rigdon, Lyman Wight and others were
committed to the Clay county jail for farther
trinl. Two or three others, and myself, were put
into the jail at Ray couuty, for tte same par-

A few of the militia then paraded in frout of|six thousand meun, from the lower country, to ['05¢.



