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and eminent object of liberal
literary adulation verily the con-

ditionsdit ions have changed 1I 11

Is18 it not about time that the decent
republicans and democrats who have
hitherto joined effort with the abusive
clique that seeks to run this city and
territory and also direct in national
politics should train with their own
party and be consistent that dis-

reputable cabal is now rejected and
without a reasonable torfor con-

tinued existence and wise and respect-
able citizens should not wait until it
tumbles to pieces but while they can
do so consistently take their places
in the regular parties to which they
rightly belong I1

thanksgiving DAY

A TIME HONORED institution in
american history Isie thanksgiving
day it extends back to the very
cradle of our nationality after the
first harvest of the new england col-

onists in 1621 governor bradford made
provision for their rejoicing specially
together with praise and prayer

the circumstances that led up to
this event were thosethese james the first
was on the english throne in eng-
land religious excitement ran high
the reformation as far as that island
was concerned in its relation to bornerome
was complete but protestantism itself
was now torn by feud and faction sect
and party there was great excitement
about the wearing of vestments
flemionsflex ions and the making of signs of
the crosscrom in service A large party
demanded the abolition of these pop-
ish symsymbolsbRia 11 the party is known in
history as the puritan promfrom these
spring the or separatist par
ty puritan presbyter episcopal and
armenian joined hands to persecute
the separatist

in scrooby there existed a congre-
gation of the obnoxious sect pre-
sided over by a mr brewster the
insults outrages and indignities
these people were subjected to forced
them to leave ththe country their
first attempt in 1607 failed they were
betrayed and the kings troops pre-

vented them from leaving in 1608
they tried a second time and succeeded
jhin getting away to holland there
they remained until in 1619 john
robinson reformed the doctrine and
modified the political views of the
sect

in 1620 there was a kind of peace
maudemade with ahebe king and the estab-
lished church whereby persons of
the robinson congregation now known
as independents sailed from plymouth
on septemberbr 6 they reached new
england december 21 and settled at

a place which was naturally called
plymouth that they bad great diffi-

culties to surmount and serious obsta-
cles to overcome no one will deny in
the spring they put in a crop and after
harvesting it we can imagine the
earnestness the fervor and the inten-
sity with which these few colonists
gave praise and thanksgiving to god
for his providence

in 1623 a great droughtdraught prevailed A
day of fasting and prayer was appointed
in order to invoke the almighty for
relief the people gathered and
joined in prayer to the most high
in the midst of their earnest
eions rain came and the day of fasting
and prayer was changed into one of
thanksgiving

then gradually the custom of ob-

serving a day of thanksgiving annually
after harvest was adopted the ap-

pointmentspoint ments of these days were made by
proclamation of the governors of the
several new england colonies
during the rirevolution a daydai of national
thanksgivingbankshanksgiving was annually recom-
mended by congressCon gresa

after the adoption of the consalconstitu-
tion

tu
washington recommended such

a day many subsequent presidents
followed his example during the
war lincoln recommended the ob-

servanceanew of thanksgiving day
after viovictories in 1863 he made
a proclamation for its nationalnatio ial
observance since that time a
similar has been
annually issued and custom has fixed
on the last thursday of november as
the time the governors of states and
territories now usually appoint
thanksgiving day by proclamation
and making it a general holiday it is18

as much a national institution at pres-

ent as congress itself
this year the day falls on thursday

november and it is to be hoped
that all will duly observe it and re-

member the circumstances under
which it was born it is a day that
can be celebrated by atheist and agnos-
tic infidel and heretic armenian and
puritan mormon and gentile
alike the energy the bravery the
perseverance the tenacity and indom-
itable will of its first institutors should
command the veneration of all lavere
of freedom programproe reea and religious
development

IS IT NOT WORTH THE TROUBLE

THE oregoniansoregonianOregontangonian published at port-

land oregon frequently hasbaa some
thing to say about the mormonscormonsMormons 02

but it rarely manifestsmanifesto any correct
understanding of the subject recent-
ly it tried to draw some contrast be-

tween
I1

the opinions of utahs chief

justice and those of a female journal-
ist who is known to be in the pay of a
corporation to whose interests her pen
is pledged and of a faction that jigig in
tetererestedeted in maligningmali gning the mormon
people the idea of naming the two
individuals together and of placing
their utterances on the same plane isig
about as reasonable as most of the re-

marks of the oregonianoregoniansOregonian in reference to
the mormonscormonsMor mons

in the same article however we find
the annexed paragraph

while talking about the mormonscormons itmvmay be mentioned that there has blbeenen
some recent discussion of the origin ofthe book of mormon which appears toadd something to the stock of information
on the subject it has always been be-
lieved that the original of the book was aromance written by solomon spaulding
an eccentric preacher who in the early
partrt of the present century lived inwesternstern pennsylvania and eastern
ohio itathashas been asserted that this orig-
inal was discovered in 1884 and that com-
parison shows only a very slight resem-
blance between it andland the book of mor
mon much slighter than hitherto
asserted or supposed still it tois admitted
that there is similarity enough to prove
that the latter was developed to an ex-
tent from the former but there hashaq been
no exhaustive comparison end perhaps
the subject is not worth the troudetrouble 99

As the oregonianoregoniansOregonian while writing on
this subject does not think it is worth
the trouble of investigating we will
impartimpart a little information that this

trouble may be saved but the truth
be made clear the original solomon
spaulding story was discovered and
has been printed it can be had in
pamphlet form at the office of the

NEWS the original is de-
posited in oberlin college ohio it
has been carefully and exhaustively
compared both by cormonsmormonsMormons and by
non with the book of
mormon and foufoundn d to have not even
the slight resemblance which the
oregonianoregoniansOregonian supposes to exist between
the two works

it Isie not admitted that therethen is any
similarity between thelandthemand no one

who has taken the trouble to compare
them claims that athethe latter was de-
veloped to sibyany extent from the for-
mer in fact the discovery of the
spaulding manuscript was a blank dis-
appointment to amall who held the theory
that the book of mormon was derived
from it and the oregonianoregoniansOregonian is sadlybadly be-
hind the times in information onanthiathis
subject

the trouble with most of the editors
of the country who find it
convenient every now and then
to write about the cormonsmormonsMormons
is that they do not think it is worth
the trouble to get at the facts theref-
ore they repeat the stupid nonsense
that tois started by some sectarian
preacher or hired lecturer and de
tamerfamer like the female whom the
oregonianoregoniansOregonian foolishly places on a par


