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A wonderful escape from an austrian
state prison

nearly ninecine months have elapsed since the
world was by the news that felice
orsiniOrsin hadbad betoken jaijail and escaped out of the
hands of the abstAustaustriansrians

orsini a a man of thirty sixbix years of age
bornbrim of parents in easy circumstances wellwillwi ll
educated anat bred to the law endowed with
rare audit s decision clear mind courage
patience his life is13 a crushing0 reproach to the
rulers of italy

he has never been anything but a revolu-
tionistti at two he conspired against
the pope at twenty five he was a state palspaispris-
oner inin a cell six fefeetet by four on a general
charge otof bei 1 igl a dangerous madman and shortly
aitalcafterwarderward havingh ang11 undergone an examination
of fifteen mm ites waswaa condemned to the gal-
leysle a for life at twenty seven he with two
thoLthouthousandsand others was set at liberty by pope
piasplaspi is the ninth who desired to inaugurate hisbis
acceaccessionsillon by a gracious actat of clemency at
twenty eight he was conspiring again inin tus-
cany and again inlo the hands of the police
at twenty nine he vaswas a leader of the roman
revolutionists

at thirty three he was conspiring in pied-
mont wwasas caught imprisoned kept in durance
vile for a couple of months then shipped i flap

eielglandenglandgiandgland
but you might as well try to keep aflower

from the sunlight as an italia i of the orsini
stamstamp from conspiraciesIn was in italy
again 1 carisiconspiringiring for a general uprising and
doddodginging the gens darmes and in theall of
thathai yeryear having gone to transylvania to see
about a conspiracy there hebe was caught again
this career was very deardmeardnearly brought
to a close

he was locked up in abominable dungeons
and absolutely starved what hetie suffered be-
fore he was transferred to vienna was incred-
ible in february 1855 he was examined
before the police magistrate at vienna theTF e

procedure was peculiarpecullar jono witnesses were
summoneded no charge was made against him
but he was asked all sorts of questions about
himself which he answered truly and his
answers were taken down

the examination over he was remanded to
prison hisilia cell was twenty four feet by
twelve he had five partners in it all thieves
itift was damp cold filthy beyond description
vermin abounded and the water supplied to
the prisoners was so bad that orsini endur ed
dreadful thirst rather than taste it his five
companions made dice out of pieces of bread
andarid spent their time in gambling he shivered
with rhearheumaticmatic fever he begged to know the
ground of his imprisonment no one would
tellteil him he implored medical assistance and
wholesome food no one took the least notice
of his entreaties

attheaf the close of march 18551355 he was re
removed to Blmauaantitaanitta mhosewhose castle of st george
is said to be the strongest fortified work in
italy there he had a clean bedted which was
ailan inestimable blessing but the prison fare
was only fourteen ounceounces of black bread and
a platediate of hot water called soup he posi-
tively starved prisoners are allowed to pur-
chase what they choose out of their own

money but orsini had none with him and the
jailer would not allow him to communicate with
his friends after a time the inspectorof the
prison was so touched with his suffering that
be sent him a loaf from hishii own table everyevely
day to this orsini ascribes the salvation of
bibLIB life

As soon as he was wellweil enough he was
blought up fortor trial the judge a faithful
servant of austria counselor sanchez opened
the casscaas by saying

grave accusations are brought against you
11I1 hb ivelve my own convictions of their justice it
is IVwithith you a question of liflandlifeilfe ondand death

oi siiri asked of what crime he stood ac-
cused

1 the answer was inimitable
1

j replycheply to the questions puttopattopat to you it is for
thebe judge to taketako the lead do not imagine

oliolk aviwi i get any out of us 135

it must be pretty hard work for any prison-
er to establish his innocence when inin reply to
illshis induinquiryirytry respecting the charget againit heimhim

1

he is told that ikeIVlie must not expect any anfor
i mation fromfroin the court happily in Orsinis
I1 case this austrian jurisprudence
mattered litelitlili e

after a host of questions a paper was pro-
duced in the prisprisonerciner s it was a

I1 letter of to some italian revolu-
tionists without a moments hesitation or-
sini acknowledged himself the writer in-
stead of dying for my country onoa the battle-
field I1 ahall dieaie for herber on the scaffold 11 said
liebe quietly sooner or later it must have ended
thus

I1 death 11 said the judge sententiously iIss
j certainlyI1 the punishment of high treason llad
j youou been tried by the military tribunal you
1
would have been shot twelve hours hence we
allow time while there is life there is

hoceehope 3

withV ith this comforting apothegm orsini was
remanded to hihiss prison

of all the bravebrave kienulenKlenrAen who had been his fel-
low conspirators the one whom he loved best
and about whose fate he felt most anxious
was Ffortunatonato calvi an ex colonel in the aus-
triani army andan abolddabold champion of italian in-
dependence calvi bad been betraybetrayededbyby a
guide and taken about the same time as orsini
but what had befallen him since then his friend

i could not discover he asked every official
judge and jailer about him but some declined
altogether to answer while others answered
evasivelyeya oe thing onlyon seem certain cal-
vivi was under sentence of death

orini had established a communication with
hisbis fellow prisoner in the next cell on the left
by rapping on thetle wall at the sound of the
raps the ttwo0 poor fellowsfollows laid their ears to
the wall and contrivedcontra ed to whisper cheering
messages to each other though this inter-
course was contraband and was maintained
under great difficulties and though orsini had
never seen his neighbor he felt the liveliest
sympathyfor him and when some daysda s after
his examination liebe ascertained that he had
been been removed helashe was overwhelmed with
griefgriet and loneliness I1

in the cell on the richt of the one liehe occu-
pied another prisoner was confined Thithis poorspoor
man also attempted to communicate with or-
sini byb rapping on the wall but from some
indefinable reason orsini could not makeupmake up
his mind to reply to the friendly sounds it
was not till his friend antheon the left had been tak-
en away that helle reasoned with himself upon
hisia churlishness andarid replied to the raps the

of the cell rapped his gratitude eagerly
and asked in a hoarse whisper

who are yououa
mernaghHernagh said orsini giving a name which

he had assumed and who are youa
cainvicalvicalu
orsini slept little that night0 AteAti op-

portunityportunity the two friends communicated to
each other the story of their respective misfor-
tunes arldaridand speculated on their fate
had made up his mind tto0 die calvi believed
that he would be sentencedced to twenty years of
carcare duro each in his heart believed that
the other would end his career on the scaffold
though each strove by words to cheer up his
companion but whatever happened there in as
a world of happiness in being so near a dear
friend T I1

on the ad of july at daybreak the prison
inspector roused calvi and led ilsiehim into thethel
courtroomcourt room sentence of death was passed I1

upon him he was asked if liehe had anything
to saisay jlejrie merely said ireneisene banisSenissimo
the judge had thelthe emperors pardon it is said
in hishia pocket he asked calvi if he would throw
himself upon the mercy of the emperor and
beg forgiveness

never said the stern italian imahmy ha-
tred of austria is stronger than inytoy love of
life

on thehe morninmorning off 4
d
h of july 1855 when

the people of the liunitedite states were preparing
to celebrate their national anniversary calvi
was taken from his cell aridand conveyed bya
strong body of zens darmes to a scaffold near
the bridge of st george he mounted the
scaffold lightly turned to the executionexecutioner ei and
said 1 I am ready the cord was fightfrightenedtightenedened
andalland allail was over all that livelong day while
america was resoundingt with republican fes-
tivitiestivi ties this brave ititalianalianiian hung a corpse
with the dogs about the foot of the
scaffold

when rapped at the wall of his cell
an unknown voice rrepliedpliedpiled

where is calvi 21 asked orsini a feeling11

of sickness creeping over him
when the truth bowaslas told he fell back sense-

less he rapped at the wall on the opposite
side and related the terrible news to his left
hand neighbor

1I knew it was the answerans lIland to tell
you the eruthtruth I1 was afraid to rap on the wall
lest you should be gonegorile too

if ever a condition in life could jtestify selfgelf
lestiestruction that of orsini and his fellowrallow
prisoners might hahaveave done so the text of
thehe law under which they were conrCODrconfinedined runs
thus

the condemned shall be confined in a dun-
geon secluded from all communication with
only so much light and space as is necessary
to sustain life he shallgace

bee constantly loaded
with heavy fetters on the hands and feet he
shall never except during the hours of labor
be without a chain attached to a circle of iron
round his body hlahia diet shall be bread and
water a hot ration slices of bread steeped tnin
hot water and flavored with tallow everyevery
second day but never any animal food illshis
bed shall be composed of naked planks andarid
he shall be forbidden to siesee anyjany one without
exception

in casecass of refractory conduct the prisoner
was sentenced to the cavaletto or little horse
this is a benchabesch about eight feet longon which
the culprit is stretched face downwards A
mcveablebie vice screws the waist to tilethe bench
abs 0 that motion is impossible the arms are
stretched be ond thetbt head andana fastened by the
wrists to iirons rinringss likewise encircle the an-
kles so that the feetfc et project beyond the bench
A corporal chosen for strength and brutality
inflicts the punishment of bastinadothe which
is often continued until the sufferer faints
when the object of the punishment is to ex-
tort information it is repeat d from day to
day until the prisoner confesses what worse
did the spanish inquisition ever perpetrate than
these proceedings of tilethe austrian courts in
1855 and 1856

the police of austrian state prisonprisons is real
ly admirable so far as precaution is ciliconcerned
thirteen times in the twenty four hours is the

blierprier visitedsitedvi by the turnkeysturri keys or inspectors
the lonionlongestcrest interval of peace being between
one adaana six am at each visit the official re-
quires to see the prisoners face eoso as to iden
tiby him and so shrewd and sharp eyed arearc
the jaijaljailorsjailerslors that on oneoie occasion Orsiuisdisois in-
spector observed on visiting him ghaihaha signorsigner
you have been cutting your nails I1 see wellweil
wellweli

after calvas death Orsinis feelings under
wenta change0 up to thashift moment he hadbad
looked foiwforwardard to death as a certainty and
was quite resigned to it he inteliintendedded to cry
vivaaiviva bitaliaPItaliatalla on the scaffold and to leave hishiba

namena me a heriherlheritagetae to the future saviors of italy
but the horrible proximity of death dispelled
these visions life dewyew dearer sweeter ilehe
began to think of future daydaj s and of their op
portunity ilehe recalled his childrchildrensenss faces to
nindmind through his high window he could see
a narrow strip of sky which wwasas sometimes
bright and gladsome he could not bear the idea
of not seeing it again

the jailor hadbad lent him a volume of byron
the Englishmans stirring verse roused the
man within him arddarid lie suddenly likeilke a flash
an electrical iimpulsern pulse reresolvedsolved to escape the
resolution made excitement overpowered him
ilehe raised himself to his window and grasped
the bars in hisbis handhaud leaping down again he
had difficulty in restrainingrestrain inkinh himself from
screaming with joy he almost felt himselfhimsW
free

in reality the obstacles were monstrous
the cell in which he was confined had but one
window seven feet from ahedhe floor in the em-
brasure twelve iron bars three incincheshe a tbthickI1 kCcrossed each other and wewerere inserted I1ichen e
stone casementcaselhentnent and a second frameworkframe work of

bars occurred at three feet distance
thethie outside of the window wasvasbaj covered with
an iron grating from tiietilethe window to the
ground outoutsideiside was one hundred and four feet
and this ground was the bottom of a wet dikea
on theotherthe other side of the ditch ranaran a wall per-
pendicularcular for twenty feet and very thickthich
and this wall sur there yet remained
a abridgebridge to cross which was closed at night
and guarded by armed sesentinelsrit inelsineis here were
difficulties enoughenouch to daunt any man they
did not frighten orsini

he beganan by gaining the confidence emhe
turnkeyturnkeys and jailjaijailorsjailerslorsors his gentle demeanor andarid
subhisubmissionissionslon to his lot were a subject of comacom
mon remark other prisoners were told that
if they were like that 1 signorsigner orsini
they might have hope jailorsjailers remarked that
any cell would do for orsini for so mild and
pleasant a gentleman would never give trouble
and might be relied upon implicitly

he undertook the composition of a hihistory
whenever the inspector visited him he was to
be seen engaged in literary labor andalid the
altered manner of hethe man was ascribed to the
soothing effect of study

meanwhile by meansmean which for obvious
reasons are not explained orsini obtained from
without a supply of money to corrupt the turn-
keys with wine and a small bundle of steel
saws

the first stionsilon was what was the safest
time to work night naturallyraily suggested it-
self at gustfust blush but on reflection orsini soon
bethought himself that the silence cfof the sleep-
ing hourshouri would add very considerably to the
chance of his being overheard by thetiie sentinelssentinels
in day time on the contrary the chances of
their hearing him were slender especially as
the church bells at mantua ring long and oudloud

he putu t himself though a course of acoustics to
to detectdetect the footfalls of the turnturnkeysheyskeys as they
approached his door and at last attained such
accuracy of lieariheaninghearingDg that he could hear a man
aapproachpr on tiptoe when the bells wereivere deafen-
ingin the popeoplele outside

to saw thelc bars he was obliged to stand on
tiptoe on the rail of the back of the chair
this position was the more inconvenient as he
was very liable to fall when the noise might
have created alarm and led to suspicion hovhow-
ever he set to work and in four days sawed
through one of the inside bars just as lleliehe

finished the job lilshis saw which he had held
at either end in his hand broke in two ilehe
perceived that hefie must have a handle from
tilethe underside of his table he cut two strips otok
wod which liehe fastened with wax to eitherelther
side of a new saw then binding

C these firmly
with taketabe he had the satisfaction of finding
that benadhenadhe nadhad made an excellent handle Aamixmix-
ture of bread crumbs andray ansiarsivered very
well to hide the traces of thethie saw ohion the bars
thus provided he went to work with newnew ener-
gy the toil was excessive oftenofte behe vaswas
obliged to desist from numbness of the fingers
andaraand arm his side sometimes became so paipalpain-
ful that heje was forced to lie down to rest Tshisuis
whole strength sometimes gave way and it
was forcing his mind to dwell upon tilethe
subject of his little daughters that he could
rouse himself to pursue his task hisilia appe-
tite failed altogether and he narelrarely slept ner-
vousnessness havinhavill suspended the ordinary work-
ing of the vital machine

at last behe had succeeded in sawsawingri through
seven bars and effecting an opening
which he could bralycrawldrawl erefiehe could not resist the
temptation to try it passing first his right arm
then his heldhead aridand catchingcathineca 11 hold of thete bars
of the second frame work he dragged himself
through with severe effort laying open his
side in doing goso against the oblique enend of one
of the cut bars and there he sat between the
two sets of bars with his legs dangling into
the cell

having made a brief of taettetnie
labor to be done be proceeded to reenterre enter his
cell horror of horrors he could not get irilin
he pushed and squeezed and tore himself and
wrenched with all his might at the bars he
could not passss from the position of hisbis body
he presented a larger surface than he had done
when he crawled throngthroughriiill he could not get I1

back the hour was rapidly approaching for
the turriturnkeyskeys visit it wa utter ruin to be
there A dizziness him and he
nearly fainted

providence by extraordinary favor detained
the turnkey a few minutes that day orsini

recoveringrec succeeded by long and judicious
efforts liholding hisbis breath while he moved

i and smoothing his clothes in creeping bacilbagbad
into his cell andaud replacing the bars just in
time

the bars ceresowere so thick that orsini deter-
mined to saw only one of th second set and
totd make a hole in the stone work by its side
to do this he was forced to work in the em-
brasure or thetle window and aonAanconsequently to
do the labor at night when he could nonot be
seen he had a terrible fright the first night
he began his excavations he haiha i1I hardly sersec to
work when he saw lanterns flashinghashing outside
heard the guard turned out and officers shout
angrily then a heavy tramp of men in the
passage near his door he crept out of hisbis
windoww sill in a cold perspiration got into bed
and lay still his heart beating pretty fast
but no one troubled him next morninginorning a com-
municativemunica tive turnkey let him enowsnow that a pris-
oner who had tried to escape had been caught
bybj the guardguald

the rascal said the jailor if he plays
the fool any more we shall put him in this
cell and move you to no 3 1

the bare idea froze poor Orsinis blood 1 I
amusedam used to tilts place 11 he muttered feebly

and I1 would rather stay cherevherehereu
wellweil well said the turnkey sipping his

Wwineinelne liwesave shall see you are such a well bred
gentleman that youou would be safe anywhere

having sawelsawed through the bar in the second
grating orsini next extracted two nails from
the window shutters and with his saw handle
contrived an instrument to scoop a hole in the
wall it was hard work at first as the out-
side cement was very hard but when he got to
the bricks liehe made great progress inin a short
time he had eight bricks out all of which to-
gether with the cement extracted he lodged in
his straw mattress

on march last the president of the
court visited himliim and complimentedhim as
usual apon his studious life

Is your work Jerminaterminatedted yet he asked
politely though with a slight sneer

not quite yet replied orsini whose
i head

ran upon another work but with gogodsds help
it soon willbe

two nights afterward all was ready ilehe
had obtained an extra pair of sheets and two
extra towels r these he tore into strips each
strip being strong enough to support his weight
afterAfterthethe visit at pmpan he hastily climbed
in the embrasure of the window

1
tilde fast hishia

rope and prepaprepared to descend
but at that mommomententhishis feelings overpowered

him heile was without strength or nerve re-
gardlessgard less of consequences he sprang back into
hisbis cell and lay down in his bed beside him-
self with excitement and his lips and mouth
parched with fever the sentinel hearing the
noise of his leap came in to know what was
the matter orsini complained of fever and
asked for water which was brought the sen-
tinel then retired without remark

on the next day he resolved to force
himself to eat as he felt a want of strength
all day long he practisedpracticed swinging from his
cord both in order to test it and to train his
arms which were weak he sent out for
some oranges prudently foreseeing that some
accident might befall him and knowing the
refreshment that fruit affords to a wounded
man

Aat ten at night he renewed his at
tempt this time greatly to his surprise he
was perfectly cool and collected liehe put his
room in perfect order fastened his rope wrote
a letter to the ggovernor and lay down to wait
for the half past one visit here was amazed
at his own calmness the turriturnkeyskeys came aaas
usual aridand went away without remark As
they entered the next cell orsini climbed the


