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Wales, the paioted warriors that sent
horror to the hearts of the explorer are
no part of the Celtic invaders of well
disciplined people who were the de-
fenders of her libertics. The average
historian is not discriminating upon this
point and betimes we find ourseives
classed among the bedaubed war-loving
and roving prehistoric native of our
country. The Weish are nomore a part
of this people than is an English-Ameri-
can in full dress suit cousin-german to
the wild and untutored savage of North
Ametica.

The ruddy countenances of these
people has ever been a mattet ot com-
ment by observers. It is not entirely
the climate that produces this picture of
health. While the climate tends to send
the flush to the surface, it is observed
that very few of our English friends are
blessed with this evidence of health and
vigor. Food and exercise are the potent
factors. Rye bread, and other of the
coarser victuals, without seasoning,save
what natire has given it, and long
happy walks, make the people strong
and hearty. This strength will show in
the lines and expressions of the face,
Plenty of pure mountain air, not too
tarified, which is a part of the daily de.
mands ot this people, contribute to this
evident bealthfulness. They walk, not
alone in Wales, miles to attend church
and other devotional and musical ser-
vices; and this is done with a tervid good
will, and with a happy conscience. All
these elements must combine to make
men healthful, This people, even trans-

lanted into the strife of American rest-
essness, know very little about the in-
cessant worry about business. They
conclude without expressing it, that
there Is a *“divinity that shapes our
ends,’” and that suffices. However much
they do wrong, they have a universal
motto:—*'“What conscience dictates to be
done, ot warns me not to do, that teach
me more than hell to shun; this mote
than heaven pursue.”

In the annals of war this little coun-
try’'s people have taken an active part.
War seemed to be their heritage, In
the peninsular war, in the army of the
Duke of Wellington, and in all the ex-
Eeditions wherein Englisll arms have

een victorious, this little nation has
furnished its full quota ot brave men and
leaders.

A people chanting religious hymns
with their war songs, went Lo battle with
more vigor, and with twice the will to
conquer passessed by the less religious
and more ardent in battle.

The customs and manners of this

eople would not be exhaustively de-
ineated without one other strange and
most wondertul pational trait.  That
trait is the literary and musical develop-
ment of the people in congregatiots.
Man is a social animal; and the most
soctal of all men is the Welshman, 1n
the copngregation he is supremest in his
joy, Sometimes it is such to a fault.

?Loving the gossip as well as the social

atmosphere, he is at times led into
much gossip, and oot enough of the
purely social worked in.

These literary and musical conven-
tions, gatherings,or synods have become
the national pastime and the crowning
feature of the social life of the Welsh,
and no other nationality now make pre-
tention to such an advanced and bene-
ficial contest in the fine art and attain-
ments. The word Eisteddiod has be-
come the designating term for these

contests and assemblages. It isa term
or appellation of dignity and compre-
hensiveness. The term is not more
filled with worthy conception than the
great and good purpose in these cén-
tests and competitions.

There is, without any exaggeration, a
grandeur about this people and their
national characteristics that not alone
shames the dominating English, but puts
to the blush other great nations whose
accomplishments are supposed to trane-
cend this simple people. Other nations,
now in the ascendency would do well to
emulate their great virtues. National
life, prosperity and final decay is but the
endless circuit of time, working out its
one end and inexplicable purpose. Na-
tions now unborn will yet rule; and per-
chance this national lile may yet throb
and the Welsh some day rule the world.

THE INDIANA CONFERENCE.

MarioN, Williamson Coanty,
Ilinois, Bept. 24, 1885,

I take pleasure lp hereby submisting
for the beneflt of all interested, the re
port of our conference, which was held
on the 14th, 16th and 16th of the pree-
ent mooth at the new commodious
“Neck” school house, Johnson county,
Illinois, about four miles southwest of
Vienna., The weather was floe and
quite warm, and the roads were in
very good conditlon, thus affording the
oppottunity for the gathering of the
large crowde that were present from =
radius of twenty mlles In ex eut..

Baturday at 10 a.m. there were pree-
ent in their respeciive places the presi-
dent of the mieeion, Eider Joshua R.
Clark, and traveling Elders [ra K.
Bradshaw, Tbos., I. Allen, D, R.
Roberts, Uorneljus 8, Green, B, H.
Telford, Nephi H. Roiers, A. M.
Archihald, Levi B, Reynolde, Enoch
Harris, John H, Stout, John H. Davis,
Joe. @, Rapck and Jos, Empey.

After the ususl opening, Elder Har-
rte siated briefly the ohject of the
conlereoce and made some remarks
upon the principles of falth. Elder
Joseph Empey followed upou the
(Quepel and the necessity of obedience
thereto. Elder Reynolds followed
wpon the principies of repentance
with illustrations.

Whilstheabove named meetlng was
in progreee, a buggy slopped at the
door and several men alighted, and
they held & brief coneultation, when
one remarked, ‘“Boye, I know thials
the right place, that talk has just the
right kind of a ring to it,*’ and then
they walked in. They were FElders
Biirling D. Colton, Franecis M, Bteph-
enson, Wiltord E. Cragun, Uhilstian
Larsen, Walter C. Humphreys, Nlels
P. Andereon and Ernest M. Boyer,
our brethren who had Just arrived
froms Zion, to aseist us fu the labor ol
love.

The noon hours were spent o nmply

patialying the Iinner mau Wwilh
the deliescies prepared and spread out
upon the grase by the good

sisters, after which there was singing
and gonversation indolged io until 2
p. m.,, when meeting was again re-
sumed. Elder Uolton spoke upon the
Holy Bpirit of promiee in connection
with the Goepel. Elder Ranck bore
testimony to the truth annd treated upon
baptism. Elder Stoul proved the
necessity of the laylng on of banda as
a Gospel ordinence now as in former

danys. Elder Rogers hore testimony
sn0d showed the necesrity of works
with faith In order to make falth per-
lect. Elder Clark spoke of the
‘‘strange” mirslon of the Elders, show-
ing the Jiflerence between their mis-
slon and that of the Iaise teachers
of the present century, showing
also the necessily of Jistening
to the Elders’ warnlog voices and of
nccepting thelr teachings; bore strong
and epirited testimony to the truth
and grandeunr of the work, BSaid that
there was a general fast of twenty-four
hours proclalmed throughout the
Northern Btates mlssion beginnolog
that evening at suneet, for increased
blessings and powers and fapilities for
the promulgation of the Gospel mnd
the health and strength of the afflicted
gervants of the Jword, eto. He desired
the bieseinga of the liord to he the
happy lot of ali.

At 7:10 p.m., we met again and
Elder Bradshaw showed the simplioity
and plainness of the Gogpel, Elder
Telford took II Jobn 9, 10 and 11 as a
text, reminding ail that sincere belief
in false principles would not make
them true,

Bunday motolog at 10 a, m. Eider
Roherts was calisd tospeak upon the
restoration of the @oepel and aleo
briefly referred to the apostacy. Elder
Davie comipared the truth of primitive
times with the truth ut present ghow-
ing the similarity.

The nooo bours were spent in song
and toe pleasant exchange of thought.

At 2 p.m, meeting was ¢alled to order
and Elder Allen proved the necessity
of Church organization and the beauty
‘of malvation for the dead,

Elder Telford proved the diviness of
the Book of Mormon from the prophe-
sles contaiped in the Bible.

AL 7:30 p. m. Elder Green Look un a
sommary of the Gospel as treated upon
by the Kiders, also ehowlng the neces-
eity of Divine authority, teaching the
uochaogeableness and peresunaljty of
God,

This was the last general meeting of
the conterence. The Bpirit of the
Loord wae manifest in the truth and
power of the worda of the Kiders. A
teast of fat things had beeu given and
our souls were, ““as 8 watered garden.’

Monday morning the Elders
agsembled fo Prlesthood meeting. A
brief report of the work in each Held
was given, which showed marked ad-
vancement in every way deeirable
which filled each vovom with joy,satis-
{action, snd thanks to our Father
in heaven for. his goodness, The
following Is n synopels of the work ac-
complished from March lst to Bept, Lst,
1896:

Familles visited, 2,701; refused en-
tertalnment, 286; nigtits without Leds,
7, tracts distributed, 6,981; Voige of
Warning distributed, 285; nuijes walked,
5,627, meetings held, 328; houwres re-
fused, 61; appointments taled, £3; ad-
mipistrations to the slek, 70; chiidren
bleesed, 12; baptisms, 32; ordinations,
5; QGoepel converteations, 1,825; Sunday
schoole in runniog order, 1;" Bunday
schoois disorganlzed on agcomnt of
Baintes gathering, I.

The Flders were appointed to labor
in the fmture addresssd as followes:

Elders Bamuel G. Bpencer and
Whalter C. Humphreys, Box 169, Marl-
on, Williameon county, L),

Elders Enoch Harris and Chiristian
Liarsen, Anna, Union county, I,



