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] DISCOURSE
4 By Elder John *

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.]

Brother Cannon stated this morning
that we were the most independent peo-
ple on the earth, That, I ﬂr_eaume, is a
correct statement, although the majori-
ty of the people on the earth think we
are the mostdependent. They consider
that we are dependent on them for their
good or bad opinion, that we aredepend-
ent upon the United States for peace
and tranquility, and that we are de-
pendent upon popular feeling for the
existence of our institutions, whether
political, religious, or social. Hence
men come among us from time to time,
and setting themselves up as standards
of perfection, they wish to measure us
by their ideas of politics and morality;
‘whereas if they only understoed the
truth, they would know that we are
very independent on these points, and
that we care no more about their no-
tions and opinions in regard to us than
we care for the motion of a passing
bird.

We have no tremor in relation to the
action of this or any other government.
They do not know the true sentiments
+ and feelings of the Latter-Day Saints;
hence they are not eapable of judging
us. We feel that we are dependent up-
on Grod only, for our existence, whether
it be sﬂciali}', politically or morally.
We do not look upon things as they ex-
ist In the world as being correct, and
in animadverting upon their acts we"
could tell a great many things that we
believe are essentially wrnnf, whether
relating to their morals, politics, relig-
ion, philosophy, or anything else: and
some of us are pretty well acquainted
with the ideas they entertain, and the
morals that prevail amongst them. We
did not come here to copy after any-
thing that exists in the world; we had
no such idea or intention, and if this
fact is not understood by all the Latter-
day Saints, it ought to be. When men
come among us, we should be very sor-
ry indeed if theT_ found us like the
world; we are not like them, neither do
we wish to be. We did not come here
to set up a government to be separate
and distinet from other governments,
and to geek to possess a certain power
and influence d6ver our own members
or over other people; this never entered
into our minds. \We do not, to day, try
to imitate any of the governments of the
earth; we do not admire their poliey;
we do not believe that their systems
are correct. We believe that they have
the seeds of dissolution within them-
selves, and through the lack of correct
principles by which to regulate them-
selves, that they will eventually ¢rum-
ble to pieces. Neither do we believe in
their religion, and weshould be sorry if
any of our people were like them, or
even attempted to be like them in a re-
ligious point of view. Mostof us have
been associated with their varied sys-
tems of religion before we¢ came here,
We have been mixed up with them in
the United States, England, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Swe-
den, Denmark and other parts of the
earth, and have long ago renounced
their religion, because we considered it
false. e do not consider it any more
true to-day, and, of course, men, who
think they are right, and measuring us
by their standard, must necessarily con-

udethat we are wrong; that is the on-
Iﬁ conclusion at which they can arrive.

aving been associated with the wvari-
ous churches—Roman Catholie, Greek,
Episcopalian or English, Presbyterian,
Baptist, Methodist, Quaker, and other
churches and denominations of the day,
we know what their ideas are religious-
ly, and we did not leave them because
we thought they were right, but because
we believed them to be in error and
that the whole of them had departed
from the principles laid down in the
Seriptures of truth. We left them be-
cause we conceived that they lacked the
principles of life, vitality, intelligence
and revelation possessed by the religion
that Jesus Christ introduced upon the
earth. That, I confess, was the reason
why I left them.

I remember once calling at a man’s
house who was a Presbyterian. After
talking to him a litile about his relig-
ion, said he, ‘“You entertain curious
notions.” ‘Said I, “‘I believe I got my
notions from the Bible.”” Afterwards
an infidel came in with whom T had a
lnnggcunverantinn trying to prove to
him that the Bible and the Christian
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the Bible. “Well,” said’ th&

thought you were an infidel.”
said I. ‘‘Beeause,’” he repli g o
thought you did not believe in the Bi-
ble.”” BSaid I, ““You are laboring under
a great mistake, I do believe in the Bi-
ble, but not in principles contrary to
the Bible, and consequently as the re-
ligion of the present day does not agree
with the Bible I'do not agree w‘itﬁ[ilt..”.
I suppose these have been the feelings,
more or less, with the majority of the
Saints, at least with those who reasoned
upon and contemplated these matters.
For instance, the Scriptures speak about
there being ‘‘one lL.ord, one faith, one
baptism and one God who is above all,
through all and in you all;”” and when
men of reflection look around and see
systems of religion as numerous as gods
used to be among the old heathens,
how could they suppose or believe that
these were all inspired of God? It was
imposgible for a man of reflection and
intelligence to entertain such an idea.
We are in pursuit of principles that
emanate from God, and we believe that
God has spoken and therefore we are
here. We believe that He has revealed
to us His will; that He has restored the
ancient gospel with all its fullness,
blessings, richness, power and glory.
We believe that this gospel wlll redeen
a'l men who believe in it, and that it
will elevate them to a knowledge of the
true God, whom to know is life eternal.
We believe fhat God has restored to the
earth again Apostles and Prophets,
Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers the
same as existed in His Church in former
days; and we believe that if men repent
of their sins and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for theirremission
that they will receive the Holy Ghost
through the laying on of hands. We
believe that that Spirit leads them into
all truth; that it brings things past to
their remembrance and shows them
things to come; and in this respect we
differ from the religions of the world,
for they have no such idea as this; they
do not believe in it. We believe that
the Lord has commenced to establish
His kingdom on the earth, and we look
to Him for wisdom and intelligence in
regard to all matters, whether they be
of a political, social or moral nature;
hence, in these respects, we difler very
materially from the rest of the world.
In the various religious denominations
their ministers are set apart by the will
and dictum of men, their religions,
too, are established by men. God
had mnothing to do with the matter.
He never thought of them. 'It is
no uncommon thing in the Church
of England, with which I was associ-
ated in my early days, for a man who
has three or four sons, to educate one
to be a doctor, another for a lawyer,
another perhaps, is assigned to the army
or navy as the case may be:and if there
is one a little duller than the rest he is
generally educated for the ministry and
is called a Doctor of Divinity. And it
is expected that that dull man, without
common sense and without instruction
from God, but simply because he is a
fool, will point out the way to the king-
dom of heaven. Among the Methodists,
with whom I was afterwards associated
because I thought the Churech of Eng-
land was not good enough, they tell us
that ‘‘God chooses the base things of

the world to bring to nought the things

that are.’”” That is true enough, but
they come to wrong conclusions from
these premises;—that is, they suppose
because God can choese a man and en-
dow him with wisdom, that therefore
they can pick the biggest fools they
have gotand set them to work to preach.

There is a wide difference between
God cheosing a man and endowing him
with the spirit of intelligence, wisdom
and revelation, and sending him forth
to preach the truths of heaven to the
nations of the earth, and men picking
up their weakest members and setting
them to do the same thing. Because
God can inspire men with wisdom and
intelligence from above, while men are
incapable of so doing. Henee I do not
wonder that men, who are accustomed
to listen to, and who believe such teach-
ings, should consider that we are a

strange people, for our religious notions

evidently do not agree with theirs; if
they did, as I said before, we should not
have been here, for it was prinecipally
on religious groungs that we left them
to come here. One of our judges, after
leaving here, informed the Administra-
tion that the inhabitants of Utah, were
mostly ‘“Mormons’” and were a very
peculiar people. He thought he had

religion weretrue, or at Jeast that taught | made quite a discovery,and that he was
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tions of all kinds, and have united our-
selves with the ““Mormons,” and have
gathered together here, simply because
we believed they were all wrong, hence
a man must be a fool to suppose that we
are like them, for we have a faith that
is entirely diverse from theirs. Our
ideas socially and morally are entirely

| different from theirs because ours come

from God, and they get theirs from the
notions that exist among men.

Who, that is acquainted with the
moral state of Christendom at the pre-
sent time, does not shudder when re-
flecting upon the depravity, corruption,
licentiousness . and debauchery that
everywhere stalk around? We have left
this state of things and the Lord has in-
troduced a new order amongst us, for
we profess to be under His guidance and
direction, and consequently our ideas
and practices must be very different
from those which obtain in the world.
We have more wives than one. Why?
Because God ordained it. And we
maintain our wives and children; but
they do not maintain their mistresses
and children, yet they will prate to us
about their beautiful systems, There is
a great difference between their system
and ours; they think theirs is best, but
we, who look at thin gs from an entirely
different point of view, prefer our sys-
tem. If we have wives and children
we are not afraid to acknowledge them
as such. We do not bave the children
of one woman riding with us in a ear-
riage, while those of another are sweep-

ing the streets and asking us for a half-

penny; nor are they paupers on the
cnmmunit¥. We do not believe in any
such morality as that, we discard it al-
together. Many of those who do believe
in and sustain it are ashamed of many
of their own deeds, and act the hypo-
crite by trying to cover them up and
keep them in the dark, and presenting
the bright side only for us to copy after.
But we want to take things as a whole
and we will receive no system but thuf;_
which will ‘bear the scrutiny of the
world, and that is just, equitable and
honorable before God, angels and men.
I am not surprised at men, coming from
the midst of scenes and practices, form-
ing such incorrect notions in relation to
us; but dare they acknowledge their
acts as we dare acknowledge ours? No,
they dare not, their own laws would
punish them if their acts were brought
to light.

In relation to our political «{Tairs, we
are gathered together as a emnmunitir,
and being so numerous it is impossible
but that we should form a part and par-
cel of the body politic. e have a city
here, for instance, and numerous other
cities throughout this Territory. We
must have an organization in these
cities, We want our Mayors and Cit
Councilors and Aldermen, and muni-
cipal laws to protect the weak, the vir-
tuous, the pure and holy, and restrain
the wicked, the rioteus, the thief and
debauchee, and to maintain order in the
community. We have a number of
towns and cities extending forsome five
hundred miles, and it is necessary that
we should have a government to regu-
late and manage affairs in our midst.
Weare forced into this position, we can-
not help ourselves, and hence we be-
come a Territory and have our Gover-
nor, Judges, Marshal and Secretary of
State sent us by the United States; and
our Representative in the Congress of
the United States.

Then we have our local Legislature,
as other Territories have, to enact laws
for the protection of the good and vir-
tuous, for punishment of crime, the ex-
ecution of justice and the preservation
of peace and good order throughout the
Territory. Isthere an]?*thing wrong in
all this? Not that am aware of,
Whose rights have we interfered with?
Who cannot obtain justice here? Who
are deprived of their rights here? Is
there any man, womanor ehild, stranger
or citizen deprived of his or her rights,
or who cannot obtain a hearing fer
grievances real or imaginary? Who is
there throughout the length and breadth
of the Territory who cannot obtain the
full benefit of law, equity and justice?
No one. Well, we are here in this ca-
pacity, and there are other things that
underlie these, if you please. The Re-

ublicans, you know, in the States, have

een very fond for a long time of talk-
ing about a higher law of some kind.
We, too, have a higher law, not a negro

law particularly, but a law that emen-
' ates from God; a law that is caleulated

l

to promote tl?" best. interests and the

happiness eof this p , and of- the
‘world when they will listen to it. The:
‘do you profess to ignore the laws of th

lsnd? No, not unless they are uncon.
stitutional, then I would do it all the
time. Whenever the Congress of the
United States, for instance, pass a law
interfering with m rellﬁiun, or with
my religious rights, I will read a small
rtion of that instrument called the
onstitution of the United States, now
almost obsolete, which says ‘‘Congress
shall pass no law interfering with reli-
ion or the free exercise thereof,”” and
would say, gentlemen you may go to
Gibralter with your law, and I will live
my religion., When you become viola-
tors of the Constitution you have sworn
before high heaven to uphold, and per-
jure yourselves before God, then T will
maintain the right, and leave you to
take. the wrong just as you please.’
There are other things too, that I, as an
individual would do. There have been
attempts made here to interfere with
the trial by jury, a right guaranteed by
the Constitution of the United States,
as well as by the Magna Charta of Eng-
land. And we have had cases right in
our midst where a judge has told the
jury that if they did not bring in such
a verdict as he had instructed them
to he would set it aside. Of what use
then is a jury? Why not let the judge
act without them; if they are to be dic-
tated by him, what becomes of our free-
dom? If myservicesasajuryman were
required, I would give my opinion
frankly and honestly, and no judge
should eontrol me; but I would try to
be a man and would not be cowed by
any man sent among us trying to per-
vert justice. No man should make a
scape-goat of me; if he wished to violate
constitutional rights, he should do it on
his own responsibility. Some men will
endure a great deal in matters of this
kind, and they will ecall it humility; but
I desire no such humility. I want a
prineciple that will maintain, uphold,
and stand by the rights of man, giving
to all men everywhere equal rights, and
that will preserve inviolate the funda-
mental principles of the Constitution of
our cuuntr{.

After all, we as a people have not
much to complain of; we have a great
deal of liberty here, and we can do
pretty muech as we have a mind to if we
will only do right. We can think,
write and worship as we please, and we
are free from some things that some
portions, even of our nation are perplex-
ed with at the present time, e have
no military government, for instance,
and we are free to exercise our judgment
and to maintain our rights by jury if
we have the manhood to doit, and I
consider that after all we are very much
blessed out here. It is true that the
President and Congress quarrel down
yonder sometimes; but before the sound
reaches us, it is so faint that it produces
no electric shock; in faect we scarcely
feel it. In the South, too, they are la-
boring under many difficulties; but they
are so far from us that we fail to realize
matters as they exist there, and our
affairs go on as usual. The smoke comes
out of the chimneys, men walk on their
feet, the sun rises and sets at proper
time, and averfthing goes on perfectly
natural, and I do not know that we
have anything to complain of, and for
the many blessin at we enjoy, I
feel thankful to Almighty God. Now,
what are we as a people aiming at? To
begin with, we are aiming to live our
religion more faithfully. We have got
the right principles, but I think, some-
times, that we do not live them as well -
as we might. We have been baptized
in the name of Jesus for the remission
of our sins,and have had handslaid upon
us for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
but in many instances we have failed to
live our religion by giving way to our
evil tempers, passions and appetites,
and we want to live our religion better
than we have done. 'We must be more
moral, and more honest witheach other
and before God; and we must pray more
and swear less than we do. Our strength
is from God; and if we do not have
strength, wiadﬂm, intelligence and
grace fromm Him we do not have it; and
it is living our religion that leads us to
Him. Itis notaltogether in ceremoni-
als: itis not beecause I go to church or
meeting; but it is because my heart is
right before God, because I do my duty,
because I love the Lord and His pmpfe
and all men, and my desire Is to pro-
mote the happiness and well beingof
the human family. This is the feeling
that all ought to have. I hLearoaths
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