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brother cannon stated this morning
that we were the most independent peo-
ples on the earth that I1 presume is a
correct statement although the majori-
ty of the people the earth think we
are the most dependent they consider
that we are dependent on them for their
good or bad opinion that we are depend-
ent upon the united states for peace
and tranquility and that we are de-
pendentlieident upon popular feeling for the
existence of our institutions whether
political religious or social hence
men come among usu from time to time
anadatad setting themselves tipup aaas standards
of perfection they wish to meameasuresiire us
lyby their ideas of politics and morality
whereas if they only understood the
truth they would know that we are
very independent on these points anandd
that we care no more about their no-
tions and opinions in regard to us than
we care for the motion of a passing
bird

we have no tremor in relation to the
action of this or any other government
they do not know the true sentiments
and feelings of the latter day saints
hence they are not capable of judging
us we feel that we are dependent up-
on god only for our existence whether
it be sociallyoclair politically or morally
we do not look upon things as they ex-
ist inn the world as being correct and
in animadvertinganimadverting upon their acts we
couldwellcould tell a great many things that we
believe are essentially wrong whether
relating to their morals politics relig-
ion philosophy or anything else and
bopaesome of uss are pretty well acquainted
with the ideas they entertain and the
moralsmorais that prevail amongst them we
did not come awre to copy after any-
thing that exists in the world we had
noynopno suehsuchch idea or intention and if this
factfacciais not understood by all the latter
day saints it ought to be when men
come among us we should be very sor-
ry indeed if they found us like the
world we are not like them neither do
we wish to be we did not come here
to set up a government to be separate
and distinct from other governments
and to seek to possess a certain power
and influence over our own members
boroveror over other people this never enteredentered
into our minds we do not to day try
to imitate any of the governments of tiaothe
earth we do not admire thertheir policy
wewelo hot believe that their systems
are correct we believe that they have
the seeds of dissolution within them-
selves andannd through the lack of correct
principleprinciplesibyby which to regulate them-
selves ththatt they will eventually crum-
blecrumbietp pieces nelTelmerthenneithertherthen do we believe in
their religion and we should be sorry ifit
any of our people were like them or
ebelleven attempted to be like them in a re-
ligious point of view most of us have
been associated with their varied sys-
tems of rellrelireligionionlon before we capiecame here
we have beenban mixed up with them in
the united states england france
germany switzerland norway swe-
den denmark and other parts of the
earth and have long ago renounced
their rellreligionlonlou because we considered it
false weve do not consider it any more
true todayto day and of cocourselirse men who
think they are right and measuring us
by their standard must necessarily con
clude that we are wrong that is the on-
ly conclusion at whwhicheh ttheyey can arrive
having been associated with the vari-
ous churches romanoman catholic greek
episcopalian or english presbyterian
baptist methodist quaker and other
churches and denominations of the day
we know what their ideas are religious-
ly and we did not leave them because
we thought they were right but because
we believed them to be in error and
that the whole of them had departed
frumfrom the principles laid down in the
scriptures of truth we left them be-
cause we conceived that they lacked the
pprinciplesrinepi es of life vitality intelligence
and reverevelation1at ionlon possessed by the religion
ahatthat jesus christ introduced upon the
earth that I1 confess was thetilo reason
why I1 left them

I1 remember once calling at a mans
house who was a presbyterian after
talking to him a littelittle about his relig-
ionon sasaidsaldd he you entertain curiousI1

notions said I1 1 I believe I1 got my
notions from the bible afterwards
an infidel came in with whom I1 had a

tryltryingn 0 to prove to
him that the bible anandd the Christichristianah
religion wewere true or at least that taught
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thought you ddidid not believe in the bi-
ble said 1I you are laboring under
a great mistake I1 do believe in the bi-
ble but not in principles contrary to
the bible and consequently as the re-
ligion of the present day does not agree
with the bible tado not agree withyelth it
I1 suppose these have been the feelings
more or less with the majority of the
saints at least with those who reasoned
upon and contemplated these matters
for instance the scriptures speak about
there being one lord one faith one
baptism and one god who is above all
through all and in you all and when
men ofbf reflection look around and see
sysystems ofxereligionligion as numerous as gods
used to be among the old heathensathenshe
how could they suppose or bellevebelieve that
these were all inspired of god it was
impimpossiblepossible for a man of reflection and
intelligence to entertain such an idea
we are infit pursuit of principles that
emanate from god and we believe that
god has spoken and therefore we are
here we believe that he has revealed
to us his will that he has restored the
ancient gospel with all its fullness
blessbiessblessingsingi richness power and glory
we believe that this gospel will redeem
allau men who believe in it and that it
will elevate them to a knowledge of the
true golgod whom to know is life eternal
we believe filatthat god has restored to the
earth again apostles and prophets
evangelists pastors and teach ras the
same as existed in his church in former
days and we believe that if men
of their sins and be baptized inbt the
name of jesus christ for thetheir remission
that they will receive the holy ghost
through the laying on of bands we
believe that that spirit leads them into
all truth that it brings things past to
their remembrance and shows them
things to come and in this respect we
differ from the religions of the world
for they have no such idea as this they
do not believe I1inll11 it weve believe that
the lord has commenced to establish
his kingdom on the earth and we look
to him for wisdom and intelligence in
regard to all matters whether they be
of a political social or moral nature
hence in these respects we differ very
materially from the rest of the world
in the various religiouslouiioui denominations
theirthein ministers are set apart by the will
and dictum of men their religions
too are established by men god
hadbad nothing to do with the matter
he never thought of them I1 it is
no uncommon thing in the church
of england with which I1 was associ-
ated in my early days for a man who
has three or four sonskonstoto educate one
to be a doctor another for a lawyer
another perhaps is assigned to the army
or navy as the case may be and if there
is one a little duller than the rest he is
generally educated for the ministry and
iiss called a doctor of divinity and it
is expected that that dull man without
common sense and without instruction
from god but simply because he is a
fool will point out the way to the king-
dom of heaven among the methodists
with whom I1 was afterwards associated
because I1 thought the church of engengi4

landlaud was not good enough they tell us
that god chooses the base things of
the world to bring to nought the things
that are t that is true enough but
they come to wrong conclusions from
these premises that is they suppose
because god can choose a man and en-
dow him with wisdom that therefore
they can pick the biggest fools they
have got and set them to work to preach

there is a wide difference between
god chrosinchochoosingosin a man and endowing him
with the spiritsplit of intelligence wisdom
and revelation and sending him forth
to preach the truths of heaven to the
nations of the earth and men picking
up their weakest members and setting
them to do the same thing because
god can inspire men with wisdom and
intelligence from above while men are
incapable of so doing hence I1 do not
wowondern er that men who are accustomed
to listen to and who believe such teach-
ings shouldshould consider that we are a
strange people for our religious notions
evidently do not agree with theirs y if
they did as I1 said before we should not
have been here for it was principally
on rellrelireligioushousrous grounds that we left them
to comtecome here one of our judges after
leaving here informed the administra-
tion that the inhabitants of utah were
mostly mormonscormonsMormons and were a very
peculiar people he thought hebe had
made quite a discovery and that helie was
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gathered together here simply because
we believed they were all wrong hence
A man must be a fool to suppose that we
are like them for we have a faith that
is entirely diverse from theirs our
ideas socially and morally are entirely
different from theirs because ours come
from Gogounddand they get theirs from the
notions that exist among memen

who that is actualacquaintedrite with the
moral state of christendom at the pre-
sent time does not shudder when re-
flectingflee ting upon the depravity corruption
licentiousness and debauchdebaucherybrytry that
everywhere stalk around we have lifteft
this state of things and the lord has in-
troducedtrod a new order amongst us for
we profess to baunderbe under ainglils guidance and
direction and consequently our ideas
and practices must bebe very difdlfdifferentTerent
from those which obtain in the world
we have more wives than one why
because godgoa ordained it and we
maintain our wives and children but
they do not maintain their mistressesdistressesmistresses
and children yet they will prate to us
about their beautiful systems there is
a greatreat difredifferencerence between their system
anandgd ours they think theirs is best but
we who looklook at things from an entirely
different point of view prefer our sys-
tem if we have divwiveses and children
we are not afraid to acknowledge them
as such we do not have the children
of one woman riding with us in a car-
riage while those of another are sweep-
ing the streets and asking us for a halfhaip
penny nor are they paupershaupers on the
community we do not believe in any
such morality as that we discard it alal-
together many of those who do believe
inln and sustain it are ashamed of many
of their own deeds and act the hypo-
crite by trying to cover them up and
keep them in the dark and presenting
thethootheorightbright side only for us to copy after
but we want to take things as a whole
and we will receive no system but thathaithat
which will bear the scrutiny of ththe
world and that is just equitable and
honorable before god angels and men
I1 am not surprised at men coming oromfrom
the midst of scenes and practices form-
ing such incorrect notions in relation to
us but dare they acknowledge their
acts as we dare acknowledge ours no
they dare not their own laws woulawould
punish them if their acts were brought
to light

in relation to our political affairsairs we
are gatheredath ered totogetherether as a community
and beingeing so numerous it is itimpossible
but that we should form aapartpart and par-
cel of the body politic we have a city
here for instance and numerous othertherthen
cities throughout this TerrterritoryAtory we
must have an organization in these
cities we want our mayors and city
councilorscouncillorsCounci lors and aldermen and munimunir
cipal laws to protect the weak the vir-
tuous the pure and holiholy and restrain
the wicked the riotous thehe thief and
debauchee and to maintain order in the
community we have a number of
towns and cities extending foursome nivefive
hundred miles and it is necessary that
we should have a government to regu-
late and manage affairs in our midst
we are forced into this position we can-
not help ourselves and hence we be-
come a territory and have our gover-
nor judges marshal and secretary of
state sent us by the united states and
our representative in the congress of
the united states

then we have our local legislature
as other territories have to enact laws
for the protection of the good and vir-
tuous for punishment of crime the ex-
ecution of justice and the preservation
of peace and good order throughout the
territory IsTs there anything wrong in
all this not that I1 am aware of
whose rights havenehave we interfered with
who cannot obtain justice here who
are deprived of their rights here Is
therehere childschild stranger

or citizen deprived of his or her rights
or who cannot obtainobtain a hearing fonfer
grievances rellreal or imaginary who is
there throughout the length and breadth
of the territory who cannot obtain the
full benefit of law equity and justice
no one well we are here iliin this ca-
pacity and there are other things that
underlie these if you please the re-
publicanspublicans you know in the states have
been very fond for a long time of talk-
inging about a higher law of some kind
wee too havebave a higher law notanot a negro
lawaw particularly but a law that einen
ates from god a law that is calculated
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i do you professI1 8ttto00 ignore the laws of thithe
land Nno0 nnot unlessniesi they are uncon-
stitutional then I1 would do it all the
time whenever the congress of the
united states for instance pass a law
interfering with my religion or with
my religious rights I1 will read a small
portion of that instrument called the
constitution of the united states now
almost obsolete which says congress
shallshail pass no law interfering with reli-
gion or the free exercise thereof and
I1 would say gentlemen you may go to
gibralter with your law and I1 will live
my religion when you become viola
tors of the constitution you have sworn
before high heaven to uphold and per- l

jure yourselves bebeforefare god then I1 will
maintain the rightt and leave you to
take the wrong Jjust as you pleasedibase
there are other things too that I1 as an
individual would do there have been
attempts made here to interfere with
the trial by jury a right guaranteed by
the constitution of the united states
as well as by the magna charta ofifengeng 1

land and we have had cases right inill
our midst where a judge has told thetile
jury that if they did not bring in such
a verdict as he had instructed them I1

to he would set it aside of what use
then is a jury why not let the judge
act without them if they are to be dic-
tated by him what becomes of our free-
dom if my servi esada juryman were
required I1 would give my opinion
frankly and bohonestlynestly and no judge
should control me but I1 would try yoto
be a man and would not be cowed by
any man sent among us trying to per I1

vert justice no man should make a
scapegoatgoat of me if he wished to violate I1

constitutional rights he should do it on
his own responsibility some men will
endure a great deal in matters of this
kind and they will call it humility but
I1 desire no such humility I1 want a
principle that will maintain uphold
and stand by the rights of man giving
to all menihen everywhere equal rights and
that will preserve inviolate the funda
mental principles of the constitution of j

our country i

after all we as a people have not
much 6ro complain of we have a great
deal of liberty here and we can do
pretty much as we have a mind to if we
will only do right we can think
write and worship asaf we please and we
are free from some things that some j

portions even of our nation are perplex-
ed with at the present time we have
no military government for instance
and we are free to exercise our j judgment
and to maintain our rights by jury if i

we hatehave the manhood to do it andagid I1
consider that after all we are ververy MUCmuch
blessed out here it is true teattiitthat the
president and congress quarrel down
yonder sometimes but before the sound I1

reaches us it is so fainfaintt that it produces
no eleceleeelectrictric shock in fact we scarcely
feel it in the south too they are la
boring under many difficulties but they
are so far from us that we oalifail to realize
matters as they exist there and our
affairs go on as usual the smoke comes
out of the chimneys men walk on their
feet the sun rises and sets at proper
time and everything goes on perfectly
natural and I1 do not know that we
have anything to complain of and for
the many blessings that we enjoy I1
feel thankful to almighty god now
what are we as a people aiming at to
begin with we are aiming to live our
religion more faithfully we have got
the right prineprincprinciplesi lesies but I1 think some-
times that we TOdo not live them as well
as we might we have been baptized
in the name of jesus for the remission
of our sins and have had hands laid upon
us for the reception of the holy ghost
but in many instances we have failed to
live our religion by giving way to our
evil tempers passions and appetites
and we want to live our religion better
than we have done we must be more
moral and more honest with each other
and before god and we must pray more
and swear less than we do our strength
is from god and if we do not have
astrenstrengthath wisdom intelligence and
grace from him we do nothot have it and
it is living our religion that leads us to
Ihim it is not altogether in ceremonycerement
als ititisis not because I1 go to church or
meetingmeet ng but it Iss becausebebauae my heart is
right bei-

tfbeforere god because I1 do my dutduty
because I1 iovelove the lord and his deoppeoplee
and all men and nimyy desire is to pro-
mote the happiness and well beingbedgoo of
the humbumhumann family this is the
that all ought to have I1 hebearensarensarius
sometimes issuing from the i ol01


